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PREFACE 



TTOLXJME n, now completed^ oontains the extant Boyal 
^ Commissions issued to certain of the Grown officials of 
the Massachusetts Bay from 1681 to 1774, both included. 

At the meeting of this Society held in March, 1893, our 
associate Mr. Abksr Chsnby (xOODBLL generously presented 
to the Society copies of the Royal Commissions and of the 
Boyal Instructions issued to certain of the Crown officials of 
the Massachusetts Bay, 1681-1774.^ At that time it was 
supposed that the Commissions and the Instructions together 
would fill a volume of about five hundred pages, and print- 
ing at once began. But as this progressed, an occasional 
new Commission and many new Instructions were found, 
and soon it was obvious that the* material would far outrun 
the limits of a single volume. In addition, the resources 
of the Society were adequate only to the task of paying 
for its Transactions. When, therefore, the Table of B^nal 
Years, the Charter, the Explanatory Charter, the Commis- 
sions of the Governors as Grovemor, and the Instructions 
from 1686 to 1702, had been set, printing was brought to a 
stop for lack of funds. In 1910, however, one of our resi- 
dent members, ever alive to the needs of the Society, offered 
to provide for the expense of issuing the Commissions, 
which (as it was now clear) would fill an entire volume of 
our Collections. Printing was resumed as soon as possibly 

^ Later Mr. Goodell gave copies of the Commkeioiis of '^ce- AdminJ. 
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and the present Tolume is the result. In 1912 the same 
member placed the Society under additional obligations by 
offering to pay for the printing of the Boyal Instractions, 
and work on these has been resumed. 

The Committee gratefully acknowledges the Society's in- 
debtedness for many courtesies extendi to the Editor by 
the officials of the Public Record Office, London ; by Miss 
Lucy Drucker of London ; by Mr. James Joseph Tracy, Chief 
of the Archives Division of the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts, and the clerks under him; and by the officials of 
many libraries, historical societies and institutions, and by 
individuals, in this country. 

Of the fifty-eight Commissions that are known to have 
been issued — one to the Collector, Surveyor, and Searcher 
of Customs in the Colonies of New England ; two to the 
President of the Council for New England ; four to the GK>v« 
emor, one to the Lieutenant-Governor, and two to the Sec- 
retary and Register of the Territory and Dominion of New 
England; twentynseven to the Governors, twelve to the 
Lieutenant-Governors, and seven to the Secretaries of the 
Province of the Massachusetts Bay ; and two to the Bishop 
of London — fifty-three are printed in this volume. The 
five Commissions of which no copies have been found, though 
diligent search has been made for them in London, Boston, 
and elsewhere, are the following, with their actual or ap- 
proximate dates: 

1691 ^ Isaao Addington Secretory 

1691 ' WUliam Stooghtoa Lieatenant-Govemor 

^ In an Instniotkm istoed to Addington on Beoember 11 it if stofeed theft 
«< His Mejeety '* hee *'been Qndoiuly pleeied, by hie Letters Fstenti under 
the Greet Seal of England, to Grant onto yon the Offloe and Flaoe of Seeretaiy 
of their Majeetiee Fh>Tinoe of the MaMaohnsette Bay in New England *' (Publio 
Beoord (MBoe, Colonial Qflloe, Class 5^ Vol. 805^ p. 404). Henoe Addington's 
Commission most have been issned on or before Deoember 11, 1691. 

* Stoof^toa's Commission was prssomably issned in Deoemberi 169L 
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1711 ^ WUliam TaQer Lieutenant-Governor 

1715 April 28' William Tailer Lieatenant-Goyemor 

1716 * William Dommer Lieatenant-Govemor 

The present volume actually contains fifty-four Commis- 
sions, but the Commission of Lord WiUoughby as Vice- 
Admiral of Barbados is inserted merely because Dudley's 
Commission of November 13, 1685, was not recorded in full. 
Of the fifty-three Commissions relating to Massachusetts, 
twenty-eight are printed from copies obtained in London, 
there being no copies at the State House ; nine are printed 
from copies at the State House, there being no copies in 
London ; fifteen are printed from copies obtained in London 
collated with copies also at the State House; and one^ is 
printed from a copy obtained in London collated with an 
exemplification in the library of the Massachusetts Historical 
Society. It thus appears that of the fifty-three Commis- 
sions, copies of twenty-four only are now to be found at the 
State House. Two of these — that of Randolph (1685) and 
that of Andros (1686) — are in the volume labelled Massa- 
chusetts Archives, CXXVI. 95-96, 7-16. The remaining 
twenty-two are in one or the other of two volumes re- 
spectively labelled ^^ Crown Commissions, 1628-1663 '' and 
*' Crown Commissions, 1677-1774." * Yet neither of these 

^ This CommiflBion of Tailer was presomably issaed in the spring or summer 
of 1711, as he was sworn on October 4th (Cooncil Records, t. 456). 

' The exact date of this Commission has been obtained from the Coondl 
Records (vi. 879) for September 24, 1715. 

* Dummer^s Commission was presumably issaed in the spring or summer of 
1716, as he was sworn on October 5th (Boston News Letter^ October 8^ 1716, 
p. 2/1). 

« The Commission of Barges (1715). 

* These two Tolomes, it may be added, contain many dooaments besides 
Royal Commissions. The yolume labelled ** Crown Commissions, 1677-1774 " 
has no index. The Tolume labelled <* Crown Commissions, 1628-1663 " has an 
index, donbtless made many years ago, bat this index is worthless since it 
wrongly describes some of the documents and omits others altogether. Conse- 
quently, in order to ascertain exactly what documents are in the two Yolumes, 



XVlU FBXFACX 

volumes contams a Gommission of earlier date than 1717, 
and no Governor's Commission of earlier date than 1741.^ 
That so few Commissions are now extant is matter for sur- 
prise, for it is reasonable to suppose that such important 
documents would have been recorded in Boston on their 
arrival. Indeed, there is evidence that they were so re- 
corded. Thus on June 11, 1702, after Dudley had taken the 
oaths as Governor, ^^ His Excellency further proposed, that 
Her Majesty's Letters Patent to himselfe as Govemour, and 
his ComisfiT for vice Admiral and the Hon^ the Lieut* Gov" 
Commission might be made of Becord. Which the Council 
advised accordingly." ' Again, on August 12, 1728, Bur- 
net's Commission as Yice-Admiral was read in Council and 
^the Secretary directed to record it."'* Tet none of these 
Commissions is now extant. It may also be observed that 
at one time there was apparently still another volume of 
Crown Commissions, which has likewise disappeared.^ No 

the latter mnBt be eyAmfned pege by page. Moroorer, the dooamenti in the 
two yolomea are not inelwded in the Index Tolnmes to the Arohivaa. Henoe an 
adeqnato index to the two Tolnmes would be aerYioeable. 

^ Ab already atated in the text, howerer, oopiea of two earlier Commia- 
ikma (1686 and 1686) are in the Ifaaaachnaette AzohiTeai oxxyL 05-IM, 
7-16. 

s CoiinoU Reoorda, iiL 825. 

* Council Beoords, ix. 88. 

* There are two pieoea of evidence to anpport the atatement in the text 
First, the words «*01d Tolnme 8 " are written in ink on the recto of the first 
lea^ nnnombered and otherwise blank, of the Tolome labelled ** Crown Com- 
BBissionSy 1677-1774.'* That Tolome contains, besides the leal just mentioned, 
two leaves nnnnmbered and blank; serenty-nine leaves conteining records, the 
folios nnmbered from 1 to 168; and then forty-^iine nnnnmbered and bhuik 
leaves. 

Second, on pp. 46-48 of the volnme labelled *'Ciown Commissionay 1628- 
1668 ** is recorded the '* Commission of William Bnmet te Commissioners for 
the trial of Firatea,** dated December 18, 1728. After the Commission is written 
(on p. 48) <« Examined p^ J Willard Seoy,'* the worda ''JWillaid Secry 
being in the hand of Willard himaelf. Ilien follow these words, not in 
the hand of Willard: «< Recorded in the Secietary's Office in Boston in the 
Book of Commissions ftoF from the Crown, from Page 297, to F^ 808.^p 
J Willard Seory Dee* 28. 1729.'' This *" Book of Commissions &c« from the 
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doubt the mdanclioly explanation of the fact that so many 
documentB that ought to be in the State House are not 
there, is that they were destroyed when the original Boston 
Town House was burned in 1711 or when the new Town 
House (the present old State House) was seriously injured 
by fire m 1747.* 

Grown," whieh most have bean in ezistenoe in 1729, ii not now extent Follow- 
ing the entry dated December 2d, 1729, are these entries : 

Beoorded the (^ of Oetober 1788 p Ja^ Martin Seofy 

The fifteen preoeeding Pages make a tme Copy of his Majesty's Commission 
for the Trial of Pirates &o. as the Same stands on the Pnbliok Beoords of the 
English Cok>ny of Rhode Island &c. taken therefrom & doly ETamined this first 
of April 17i8 By Tho Ward SeSry." 



It is obnons, therefora, that this Commission of December 18, 1728, was not 
entered in '* Crown Commissions, 1028-1668 '* before April, 1748. CI the note 
immediately betow* 

^ The fire of 1747 ooenrred on the morning of Deoember 9. The same after- 
noon a committee was appdnted in the L^gislatare to consider what shoold be 
done with regard to the loss of documents, and on the 11th — 

Josiah Willard Esq' from the Committee of both Houses appointed to con- 
sider the Circumstances of the Proyinoe in relation to the Desolation of the 
Coort House, gave in the following report, vii^ 

The Committee . • • Beport as their Opinion • • • That the Secretary record 
in his Office the first or old Charter of this Province & the Charter of King 
I'niliam k QueenMary with the Commissions of the Govemour, Lieu^ Govemour 
Just&oes of the Snperionr Court ft his own (Court Becords, zviii. 275-4376). 

Now the first toty-fiTe pages of ** Crown Commissions, 1628-1668 ^ contain, 
in the order named, the Colony Charter (1629), the ProTince Charter (1691), 
the Ezphmatory Charter (1725), Secretary THllard's First (1717) and Second 
(1728) Commis^mis, Lieutenant-GoTcmor Phips's Commission (1782), and 
Shirley's Commissions (1741) as Governor and as Yice-AdmiraL All these, 
with the ezeeption of the last two, are in the hand of Willard, and even the 
last two are attested by Mallard. The inference is irresistible that this partien- 
)ar volume, which in no event could have been begun later than 1766 (in which 
year Willsffd died), must have been begun soon after the fire of 1747 in 
response to the report of the committee made Deoember 11, 1747. The three 
Charters were saved and so could be copied, while the Commissions were doubt- 
less in the possession of the three ofllcials and not in the Town House. Cf. p. 
zviii note4,efite. It may be added that on December 11, 1747, the house Tofed, 
That his Excellency the Govemour be desired ... to appoint a Day of Humili- 
ation and Ptayer throughout this Province 1 • . on Occasion of the great DiA- 
eulties ilie Pkovinoe Labours under, and the Frowns of Divine Providence, 
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Of the CommifisioDS found in the Public Record Office 
there are, generally speaking, two copies of each — one in 
the Colonial Office Records and one in the«Patent Bolls. 
The copies in the Colonial Office Records were drafts merely, 
blank spaces being frequently left for the insertion of dat^, 
and changes were sometimes later made. On the other 
hand, the final stage through which a Commission passed 
was enrolment in the Patent Rolls ; and hence, wherever 
possible, Commissions should be printed from that source. 
Of the seventeen Commissions issued to the Governors (or 
President) as Governor (or President), one — that of Shute 
(1716) — is in the Colonial Office Records but not in the 
Patent Rolls ; while the remaining sixteen are in the Patent 
Rolls. Of the thirteen Commissions issued to the Lieutenant- 
Governors, four — those of Stoughton (1691), Tailer (1711, 
1715), and Dummer (1716) — are not extant; two — those 
of Andrew Oliver (1770) and Thomas Oliver (1774) — are 
neither in the Patent Rolls nor in the Colonial Office Rec- 
ords ; while seven — those of Nicholson (1688), Povey (1702), 
Dummer (1727), Tailer (1730), Phips (1732), and Hutchin- 
son (1758, 1761) — are in the Colonial Office Records but 
not in the Patent Rolls. Of the ten Commissions issued to 
the Secretaries, one — that of Addington (1691) — is not 
extant; one — that of Randolph (1685) — is neither in the 
Patent Rolls nor in the Colonial Office Records ; while the 
remaining seven are in the Patent Rolls. Of the two Com* 
missions issued to the Bishop of London, both are in the 
Patent Rolls. The Commissions issued to the Governors as 
Vice- Admiral are not in the Patent Rolls ; but four — those 
of Willoughby (1667), Dudley (1685) and Andros (1686, 
1688) — are in the Colonial Office Records ; while the rcr 

more especially in Regard of the Desimoiioii of the Coori-Hoiue in Boston, 
and great Part of the pablick Records by Fire** (Hooae Joomal, p. 186). 
Whoerer has had occasion to search in rain for doooments that most once have 
been in the State House realises how fearful was the loss occasioned by the firo 
of 1747. 
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maining thirteen are in the Royal Courts of Justice.* It 
thus appears that of the fifty-four Commissions in this vol- 
ume^ thirty-two are printed from copies obtained from the 
Patent Rolls. In the present volume, a statement of the 
source or sources of the text is appended in every instance. 

The following extracts, explaining the ^^ Offices and Docu- 
ments connected with the Working of the Great Seal/' taken 
from a report dated May 15, 1841, by Sir Francis Palgrave, 
at that time Deputy Keeper of the Public Records, give an 
authoritative account of the processes, and are here reprinted 
for convenience, the report not being generally accessible in 
this country : 

General Caune of affixing the Cheat Seal. . • • The whole 
process of passing Letters Patent under the Great Seal is, however, 
very complicated, and dLffering according to the nature of the docu- 
ments. The subject, therefore, will be rendered more intelligible, 
by first submitting to your Majesty a general view of the course or 
cycle of these documents ; which course, in the numerical majority 
of cases, that is to say, in the cases of Patents for Inventions, 
Charters of Incorporation, and other Instruments of the like na- 
ture, issued as of grace and favour, upon the application of your 
Majesty's subjects, is the following : — 

1 Petitton addressed to the Crown, apon which is grounded the 

2 Beferenoe to the Law Officer or Offloen hy the \ ^^^ Council, or 

(Secretary of State. 

8 Ranort J ^' Attorney and Solicitor General, or one of them« 

( and of Privy Council^ if required, as explained below. 

^ None of the Commissions in Vice- Admiralty previous to 1741 are Ki the 
State House, and consequently those from 1685 to 1730 are printed from copiea 
obtained from the Royal Courts of Justice. The Commissions from 1741 to 
1774 are in the State House and are here printed from copies obtained from 
that source, fiut copies of these Commissions are also in the Royal Courts of 
Justice, Admiralty R^^try, Muniment Books, the references being as follows: 
Shirley (1741), Vol. 8, p. 182; Pownall (1767), Vol. 9, p. 114 ; Bernard (1760), 
Vol. 0, p. 127; Bernard (1761), Vol. 9, p. 139 ; Hutchinson (1771), VoL 10, 
p. 128; Gage (1774), VoL 10, p. 155. 
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4 Wamnt under your Majesty'B Sign Maonait which ia the aaihority for Uie 

5 Bill (called the Queen's Bill) under your Majesty's Sign Muraai ; which ia 

the authority for the 
C Bill of Privy Signet; which is the authority for the 

7 Writ of Privy Seal ; which, having the rse^' of the Lord Chanoellor, is the 

authority f6r the 

8 F^itent under the Great SeaL 

9 The Writ of Pnvy Seal is transmitted hy the oflleer who inakes out the patents 

to the 

10 Six Clerks, who enrol the same^ and who transmit the enrolment and writ 

to the 

11 Clerks of the Petty Bag, who transmit Vb» same to the 

12 Chapel of the Bolls. 

In some cases, as after mentioiied, when the Great Seal is affixed 
by the commands df your Majesty, or of your Ministers of State, 
the stages (1, 2, 8) ^ are entirely dispensed with* and in others (if 
it be your Majesty's pleasure) the stages (6, 7) are also dispensed 
with, except as to the fees. 

But if the Great Seal be affixed by your Lord High Chancellor, 
in exercise of the authority annexed l^ law or custom to his office, 
then the stages (1, 2, 8, 4, 6, 6, 7) are dispensed with, except ttiat 
in certain cases a Bill (5) is signed by your Majesty. 

Boyal Warranty and Olane$ whieh they inelude. — The warrant 
(4) is a mandate under your Majesty's sign manual, and counter- 
rigned, 08 before mentioned, directing the party to whom it ia ad- 
dressed to prepare a Bill for your Majesty's signature, technically 
called ^'the King's Bill," or now ""the Queen's Bill" (5). The 
directions and commands so given, are addressed to your Majesty's 
Attorney-General alone, or to your Majesty's Attorney or Solicitor 
General in the disjunctiye, or to your Majesty's Attorney and 
Solicitor General jointly, as after mentioned, or to tiie Judge Ad- 
vocate, or to the Clerk of your Majesty's Signet, as the nature of 
the instrument may require. • • • If your Majesty's Attorney-Gen- 
eral be of opinion that the patent ought to be granted, he reports 
bis opinion to your Majesty accordingly: if he should be of a 
contrary opinion, he does not make a report in the negative, 
but refrains from making any report at all, and the application 
drops. • • • 

^ The fignres within perenthesas, here and elsewhere In these ertraois, of 
eonrae refer to the twelve stages mentioned in the text, pp. zzi-zzii. 
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The report (8) thus given ia lodged by the party obtaining the 
same with your Majesty's Seoretaiy of State for the Home Depart- 
ment, who prepares the Warrant (4) for your Majesty's signature. 
This warrant is addressed to the Attorney or Solicitor General in 
the disjunctiye, and deUyered to the applicant or his agent, and is 
taken to the Patent Bill 0£Boe, and the Qaeen's Bill (5), the Bill 
of Privy Signet (6), the writ of Privy Seal (7), are saccessively 
made out The Patent (8), under the Great Seal* follows. The 
writ of Piivy Seal transmitted (9) by the officer who issued the 
patent is entered upon the Patent Roll (10) by the Six Clerks; 
and the writ and enrolmenti after having been lodged for a time 
by the Six Clerks with the clerks of the Petty Bag (11), at last 
reach their final place of deposit (12) in the Chapel of the 
Bolls. • • • 

Patent BUI Office. — The functions of yonr Majesty's Attorney 
and Solicitor General in relation to the documents passing the Great 
Seal have been in part detailed, but some further particulars remaia 
to be added. A portion of the business, including that which may 
be termed confidential, is transacted at the chambers of these func* 
tionaries for the time being, and is nnder their control as indi- 
viduals, and conducted by their private or chamber clerks, also for 
the time being. But the business of preparing the Queen's Bill (5) 
for your Majesty's signature is conducted in a permanent office 
entitled the ** Patent Bill Office,** or more commonly the ^ Patent 
Office,** • • • To this office, all the warrants (4) directed to the 
Attorney and Solicitor General, or either of them, are brought by 
tiie agents of the parties interested in the same (if relating to pri- 
vate applications), or are transmitted by the (Government Depart* 
ments if relating to puUic business. • • • These Queen's Bills are 
prepared by the Clerk of the Patents according to the precedents 
preserved in the office, if the instrument be one for which there is 
now a settled and accustomed form, or from the drafts which, in 
new or special cases {e.g. Charters of Incorporation), are trans- 
mitted with the warrants. • • . The Queen's Bill for your Majesty's 
signature is engrossed upon parchment, and two other copies are 
made, also upon parchment, exactiy of the same form and size, 
which copies become the original Bills of Privy Signet (6) and 
writs of Privy Seal (7) when afterwards perfected by the respective 
officers. The signatures or signature of the law officers or law 
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officer to tiie docket are or is proctired by the Clerk of tiie Patents; 
and the Queen's Bill and the transcripts are dsliyered to the party 
or functionary by whom the same is to be passed, and he takes the 
first to the office of your Majesty's Secretary .of State for the Home 
Department, where your li^jesly's signature is obtained to the 
Queen's Bill The transcripts, in the same manner, reach the 
Privy Signet and Privy Seal Offices, and, excepting in the addition 
of the formal parts, and the adding of the needful signatures, no 
alteration is ever made in these transcripts. As they are received 
from the Patent Bill Office, so are they (with such additions) issued 
as the Bill of Privy Signet and Writ of Privy SeaL • • • 

Pbivt SiannsT Offioe — BUU of Privy Signet^ how pa$$ed. — 
Pursuant to the statute made in the 27th year of the reign of King 
Henry VHI., entitled ^ An Act concerning the Clerks of the Privy 
Signet and Privy Seal,'* all signs manual (except in certain cases 
therein specified) upon which instruments passing the Great Seal 
are to be grounded, must first be brought to ttus department for 
the purpose of issuing the Bill under your Majesty's Signet, and 
the signature of one of the clerks, which Bill of Privy Signet 
is the foundation or authority for the Writ of Privy SeaL Accord- 
ing to the'present practice, these signs manual are of two classes : 
the signs manual or warrants (4) relating to ecclesiastical prefer- 
ments, which proceed at once from your Majesty's Secretaiy of 
State for the Home Department, and the Signs Manual, or ^ Queen's 
Bills " (5), from the Patent Bill Offioe of the Attorney and Solici- 
tor General. 

In the first case, the Clerk of the Privy Signet upon receipt of 
the warrant (4) prepares and completes the Bill of Privy Signet, 
which is addressed to the Lord Privy Seal, and is the authority for 
issuing the Writ of Privy SeaL In the other cases, the party by 
whom the Patent is passed (and whether it be public or private the 
process is tiie same) lodges in this office the Queen's Bill (5), with 
your Majesty's signature: and the transcript of the instrument 
upon parchment being received from tiie Patent Bill Office of your 
Majesty's Attorney and Solicitor General, it is collated, completed, 
and rendered a bill of Privy Signet by the Clerk, who subscribes 
and affixes your Majesty's signet to the same, addresses it as above 
stated to the Lord Privy Seal, and forwards it to his office. • • • 

PsiVT Sbal Offiob — Pairing of the Writi. — When the Privy 
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Signet comes into this office, the Keeper of the Records pre* 
pares the Bill or Writ of Privy Seal, by adding the formal parts to 
the transcript of the Queen's Bill, which he has received from the 
Attomey-Oeneral's Patent Office ; and he presents the same to the 
Lord Privy Seal, in order that the Seal may be affixed thereto. 
The Seal itself is in the custody of the Lord Privy Seal, and kept 
at his house. • • • The Writ of Privy Seal is then taken, by the 
agent or messenger of the private party or public department on 
whose behalf it is issued, to the Officers of the Chancery, by some 
one of whom the Patent is to be made out, that is to say, the Clerk 
of the Patents, or the Clerk of the Crown Office, or tiie Clerk of 
the Custodies. When the Writ of Privy Seal reaches the Lord 
Chancellor, he signs a memorandum called the Becepi at the foot 
of the same, and this signature of his Lordship is the authorily to 
his Officers for preparing the Letters Patent, and affixing the 
Great Seal to the same. . • • 

CarutUuUon of the [Six Clerks'] Offiee. — The Six Clerks of 
your Majesty's High Court of Chancery were re-incorporated by 
King Charles L, by charter bearing date the 17th day of June, in 
the nth year of his reign. . . • 

Patent BoUe. — The making up of the Patent Bolls belongs to 
the Six Clerks collectively, but, in consequence of the statute of 
the 8 and 4 Will. IV. o. 94, the duty is executed in the name of 
each of the five surviving Six Clerks in rotation : the clerk whp 
thus receives the profit is termed the ^ Riding-clerk," and he also- 
exercises the office of ^ Comptroller and Supervisor of the Hana- 
per," as a responsible and accountable duty. The offices of *^ Rid- 
ing-clerk " and of Comptroller of the Hanaper are distinct • • • 

The business of the enrolment, constituting what has been 
pointed out as the tenth stage of Letters Patent (10), is performed 
by an individual who is a law-stationer ; he is not upon the estab* 
lishment of the Six Clerks' Office, but he is allowed to sit in the 
Offiboe in order that he may do his work under the inspection of the 
Six Clerks. The materials from which he makes the entries upon 
the Roll are furnished by the Privy Seal Writs, the Warrants and 
Bills under your Majesty's Sign manual, and the Proclamations, 
which are transmitted annually, generally within a month after the 
10th of October in each year, from the Patent Bill Office, the 
Crown OfKoe, and the Clerk of the Presentations. Commissions 
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of the Peace, PatentB ooatBiiuxig Ezemplifioatioiis of pleadings, and 
Bome other Patents nnder the Ghreat Seal, principally those issuing 
npon the Chancellor's Fiat, are no longer, as anciently, entered 
upon the Patent Boll, and no Record, properly speaking, is pre- 
serredof thenu The writing clerk obtains the Privy Seal Writsand 
BiUs and Wamnts from the different offices. He then arranges 
the whole mass in chronological order, and engrosses the instm- 
ments which they contain upon the membranes or skins which, when 
tacked together, compose the Patent BolL^ 



• • • 



Palgrave then goes on to explain how documents are 
transmitted from the Six Clerks' Office to the Petty Bag 
Office, and from the Petty Bag Office to the Chapel of 
the BoUs.' 

It will be observed that the Commisnons of the Governors 
as Vice-Admiral are^ from 1686 to 1730, in Latin, while 
those from 1741 to 1774 are in English. It is perhaps 
worth while to show exactly when English was substi* 
tuted for Latin in sach documents. In 1731 there was 
passed (4 George II, Chapter 26) ^^ An Act that all Proceed- 
ings in Courts of Justice within that Part of Oreat Britain 
called England J and in the Court of Exchequer in Scotland^ 
shall be in the English Language." This Act is in part as 
follows : 

WHEREAS many and great lOschiefs do f reqaently happen to the 
Subjects of this Kingdom, from the Pkooeedings in CoortB of 
Justice being in an unknown Language, • . • To remedy these great 
Mischiefs, . • • be it enacted • . • That from and after the Twenty 
fifth Day of March, One thousand seren hundred and thirty-three, iJl 
Writs, Process, and Betums thereof, • • • and all Patents, Charters, 
Pardons, Commissions, Records, • • • shaU be in the English Tongue 
and Language only, and not in Latin or French, or any other Tongue 
or Language whatsoeyer, 



• • 



^ Second Beport of the Deputy Keeper of the PabUo Beoordi^ London, 1841, 
pp. 26-27, 28, 80, 82-88, 40, 41. 

• Ibid. pp. 41, 48» 44, 46. 



• • 



FBS7ACE ZXVU 



Vottontnd hl FroTlded always, fhat nothing in fhis Aot nor any 

faooqitoc thing herein contained, shall extend to certifying beyond 

^^"''^*^* the Seas any Case or Prooeedings in the Conrt of Admiralty; 

bnt that in snoh Cases the CommisBions and Proceedings 

may be certifled in Latin, as fonnerly they have been.^ 

The third seotion apparently makes the Act permissive, 
not mandatory, as regards Admiralty commissions and pro- 
ceedings^ leaving the authorities free to use either Latin or 
English. Ab a matter of fact, the authorities immediately 
chose English. The Commission of Richard Fitzwilliam as 
Yice-Admiral of the Bahamas, dated March 3, 1733, was in 
Latin ; while that of William Mathew as Vice- Admiral of the 
Leeward Isles, dated April 27, 1733, was in English, as were 
all subsequent such Commissions.^ For the English trans- 
lations of the Latin Conmiissions in this volume, the Society 
is indebted to one of the members of the Committee of 
Publication, — Mr. Gsobgs Lyhak ErrrBXDas. 

Within the past few years the Colonial Office Records, 
preserved at the Public Becord Office, have been re-arranged 
and are now catalogued under a new system of references. 
These new references are employed in the present volume.* 

For the Committee of Publication, 

Albebt Matthews, 

EdUor. 
BosTOiTy Febmaiy 1, 1918. 

^ Stshites at Large (1784), tL 807. The Aoi of 4 Geoige n, Ch« 26, irss in 
1738 extended to Wales by the Act of 6 George !!» Ch. 14 (Statntee at Large, 
▼L486). 

' For this information, ilie Editor is indebted to Mies Lucy Dmcker. 

* Some Notes on the Commissions are in preparation and will be printed ia 
a later Tolnme of Pablioations. 
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CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF COMMISSIONS 

1667-1774 » 



DATS 



1667 
1681 
1685 
1685 
1685 
1686 
1686 
1688 
1688 
1688 
1688 
1691 
1691 
1691 
1691 
1697 
1698 
1702 
1702 
1702 
1702 



17 
17 
17 
17 



1« 
5 
5 
5 



Jan. 26 
Oct 15 
Sept 21 
Oct. 8 
Nov. 13 
June 3 

April 7 
April 20 
ApEa25 
April 30 
Dec. 12 
Dec. 29 
Dec.« 
Dec.* 
June 18 
Oct 10 
Feb. 13 
Feb. 26 
April 1 
April 11 

March 17 
March 22 
April 28 



Lord Willoughby 
Edward Randolph 
Edward Randolph 
Joseph Dudley 
Joseph Dudley 
Sir Edmund Andros 
Sir Edmund Andros 
Sir Edmund Andros 
Frands Nicholson 
Edward Randolph 
Sir Edmund Andros 
Sir WiUiam Phips 
Sir VTilliam Phips 
William Stoughton * 
Isaac Addington * 
Earl of Bellomont 
Earl of Bellomont 
Joseph Dudley 
Joseph Dudley 
Joseph Dudley 
Thomas Povey 
William Tafler ' 
Elizeus Burges 
Elizeus Burges 
William Tailer < 



Vice-Admiral . . \ '. '. 187 

Collector, eta 333 

Secretary, etc 311 

President 37 

Vice-Admiral 199 

Governor 44 

Yice-Admiral ...... 201 

Governor 57 

Lieutenant-Governor . . 291 

Secretary, etc. 313 

Yice-Admiral 203 

Governor 69 

Vice-Admiral 206 

Lieutenant-Govenior 
Secretary 

Governor 76 

Vice-Admiral 216 

Governor 391 

Vice-Admiral 220 

Governor 83 

Lieutenant-Governor . . 293 
Lieutenant-Governor 

Governor 91 

Vice-Admiral 225 

Lieutenant-Governor 



AD dates in the Pref ace, in these Lists, and in the Index, are New Style. 

This date is approximate: see p. xvi note 2, ante. 

His Commission is not extant. 

This date is approximate: see p. zvi note 1, ante* 

His OommisBum is not extant. 

The exact date of this Commission is not known: see p. zvii note 1, ante. 

EQs Commission is not extant. _ 

His Commiwynn Is not extant: see p. xvii note 2, anU. 



CHBONOLOGICAL LIST OF COMMISSIONS^ 1M7-1774 



1715 June 23 Samnd Woodward Secretaiy • 315 

1716 June 13 Samuel Shute Vice-Admiral 228 

1716 June 15 Samuel Shute Governor 101 

1716^ William Dummer * Lieutenant-Governor 

1717 June 17 Josiali WiDard Secretaiy 317 

1727 Feb. 9 Edmund Gibson 341 

1727 Oct 17 l/\^Iliam Dunmier Lieutenant-Governor • . 295 

1728 Mardi 7 William Burnet Govemcnr 110 

1728 March 14 William Burnet Vioe-Admiral 231 

1728 March28 JosiahWiUaid Secretaiy 319 

1728 April 29 Edmund Gibaon 348 

1730 Jan. 28 Jonathan Belcher Governor 119 

1730 March 2 Jonathan Belcher Vice-Admiral 234 

1730 April 15 ^V^^Uiam Tailer Lieutenant-Governor. . 297 

1732 April 29 Spencer Phips Lieutenant-Governor • . 299 

1741 May 25 Vfimam Shiriey Governor 128 

1741 Aug. 21 TTilliam Sburley Vioe-Admiral 237 

1757 Feb. 25 Thomaa PownaD Governor 137 

1757 Feb. 28 Thomaa Pownall ^oe-Admiral 247 

1758 Feb. 10 Thomas Hutchinson Lieutenant-Governor • . 301 
1758 March 2 Andrew Oliver Secretary •••«•.. 322 
1760 Jan. 14 Frands Bernard Governor 146 

1760 Feb. 12 Francis Bernard Vice-Admiral .... 257 

1761 March 13 Thomas Hutchinson Lieutenant-Governor . . 303 

1761 April 4 Francis Bernard Governor 155 

1761 April 10 Andrew Oliver Secretary 324 

1761 May 18 Frands Bemaid Vioe-Admiral 267 

1770 Oct 19 Andrew (Miver LieutenantFGovernor . . 305 

1770 Nov. 12 Thomas Flucker Secretary 328 

1770 Nov. 28 Thomas Hutdimaon Governor 164 

1771 Jan. 4 Thomas Hutdiinaon Vioe-Admiral 269 

1774 April 5 Thomas Gage ^oe-Admiral 279 

1774 April 7 Thomas Gage Governor 174 

1774 May 28 Thomas O&vet Lieutenant-Governor • . 307 

> The exact date of this Oommifldkm b not known: see p. xvii note 8, otiff, 
* His Oommisrion is not extant. 





1667-1774 


^^x^ 


^J Jk aAJL .Jb ISi^ P^,/ JL Xd 


r*^R^ 


XAMB 




1 


Dt4fB 


MM 


Addington, Ibbbc ' 


Secfetary ] 


1691 


Dec* 




Andiosy Sir Edmund 


Grovemor 


1686 


June 3 • • 


. 44 




Vice-Admiral 


1686 


• ••••• 


. 201 




Governor ] 


1688 


April 7 . . 


. 67 




Vice-Admiral ] 


1688 


AprilSO. . 


. 203 


Bdcher, Jonathan 


Grovemor 


1730 


Jao.28 . . 


. 119 




Vice-Admiral ] 


1730 


March2 


. 234 


BeDomont, Eari at 


Governor ] 


1697 


June 18 . . 


. 76 




Vice-Admiral ] 


1698 


OctlO . . 


. 216 


Bernard, Francis 


Governor ] 


1760 


Jan. 14 . . 


. 146 


• 


' Vice-Admiral ] 


L760 


Feb. 12 . . 


. 257 




Governor ] 


1761 


AiniI4 . . 


. 156 


• 


Vice-Admiral ] 


1761 


May 18 . . 


. 267 


Bnigesy Eliflens 


Governor 


1715 


Maichl7 . 


. 93 




Vice-Admiral 1 


L715 


Mardi22 . 


. 225 


Burnet, Williain 


Governor ] 


1728 


March7. . 


. 110 




Vice-Admiral ] 


1728 


MardiU . 


. 231 


Dudley, Joseph 


President ] 


1685 


Oct* 8 . • • 


. 37 




Vice-Admiral 1 


L685 


Nov. 13 . . 


. 199 




Governor ] 


1702 


Feb. 13 . . 


. 391 




Vice-Admiral 1 


L7Q2 


Feb. 26 . . 


. 220 




Governor ] 


L702 


^nill . . 


. 83 


Dummer, William' 


lieutoiantrGovemor 1 


1716 < 


^ 






lieutenantrGovemor ] 


1727 


Octl7 . . 


. 205 


Flucker, Tliomas 


Secretary ] 


1770 


Nov. 12 . . 


. 328 


Gage, Thomas 


Vice-Admiral 1 


1774 


Aprils • • 


. 279 




Governor ] 


1774 


April? • . 


. 174 


Gibson, Edmund 




1727 


Feb. 9. . . 


. 341 






1728 


April 29 . . 


. 348 


> Bis Oommisnon is 


not extant. 








* This date is approximate: see p. xrl note 1, am 


t$. 






* His Commisrion of 1716 is not extant. 








< The exaet date of this Oommlsirion is not knon 


n: aee p. xvii note 8, ante. 



ZXzii ALPHABETICAL LIST OF COMMISSIONS, 1607-1774 



HAIOI 

Htttdunaon, llioiiias 



OATS 



Mcholflon, Francis 
Oliver, Andrew 



(Xtver, Thomas 
Phips, Spencer 
Phips, Sir William 

Povey, Tbomas 
Pownall, Tbomas 

Randolph, Edward 



Shirley, William 

Shute, Samuel 

Stoughton, William ^ 
Tailer, William < 



Willard, Josiah 

^/^^[Qoughby, Lord 
Woodward, Samuel 



Lieutenant-Governor 
Lieutenant-Governor 
Governor 
Vice-Admiral 
Lieutenant-Governor 
Secretary 
Secretary 

LieutenantGovemor 
Lieutenant-Governor 
Lieutenant-Governor 
Grovemor 
Vioe-Admiral 
LieutenantGovemor 
Governor 
Vioe-Admiral 
G)llector, etc 
Secretary, etc 
Secretary, etc 
Governor 
^^ce-Admiral 
Vice-Admiral 
Grovemor 

Lieutenant-Govemor 
Lieutenant-Governor 
Lieutenant-Govemor 
LieutenantGovemor 
Secretary 
Secretary 
Vice-Admiral , 
. Secretary 



758 Feb. 10 . 

761 March 13 

770 Nov. 28 . 

771 Jan. 4 . . 
688 April 20 . 
758 March 2. 
761 April 10 . 
770 Oct. 19 . 
774 May 28 . 
732 April 29 . 
691 Dec 12 . 
691 Dec. 29 . 
702 April 11 . 
757 Feb. 26 . 
757 Feb. 28 . 
681 Oct 15 . 
685 Sept. 21 . 
688 April 25 . 
741 May 25 . 
741 Aug. 21 . 
716 June 13 . 

716 June 15 . 
691 Dec.« 
711* 

715 April 28 

730 Aprill5 . 

717 June 17 . 
728 March 28 
667 Jan. 26 . 
715 June 23* . 



301 
303 
164 
269 
291 
322 
324 
305 
307 
299 
69 
206 
293 
137 
247 
333 
311 
313 
128 
237 
228 
101 



297 
317 
319 
187 
315 



» ESs Gommiarion is not extant. 

s This date is approximate: see p. xvi note 2, ante, 

* His Commissions of 1711 and 1715 are not extant. 

* The exact date <tf this Conmussion is not known: see p. xvii note 1, ante. 



LIST OF OFFICIALS 
1686-1776* 



CX)UNCIL FOR NEW ENGLAND, 1685-1686 

Pbxsident 



Joeq[>h Dadlegr 1685 Oct. 8 1686 May 26 1686 Dec.2Q 

Dkfdtt-Pbesident 
VTilfiam Stoofl^tcm * 1686 May 26 1686 Dee. 20 



TERRITORY AND DOMINION OF NEW ENGLAND, 1686-1689 

GOTBBMOB ' 



■Am ^ oomoHiomD (took owicb tnr ovncsB 

Sir Edmund Andro8 1686 June 3 1686 Dec 20 

1688 April 7< 

LnEUTENANT-GrOVEBNOB 

Fraads Nicholsoii 1688 AiiriI20* 1688 July 19 

Secbetabt 

Edward Randolph 1686 Sept 21 1686 July 1 

1688 April 25' 

1 Tbis List is based on data obtained from the OoimeQ Reoords, the Court 
Reoords, the MaaMohuaetta Houae Jounala, the Boston newapapecs, and other 
oontemporaiy sources. \ 

* Stooi^ton held this office not by Royal conmusBionf but by uppfUBUaao^ 
from Pkesident Dudley. 

* The Andxoa government was orerthrown on ApxQ 18| 1689. 
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II8T OF OmCIALS, 1686-177S 



PROVINCE OP THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY, 1601-1775 

GOYSBNOBS 

vooK omoi 

1602 May 16 

1604 Dec. 4 

1600 May 26 

1700 July 22 

1701 July 10 

1702 June 11 
1715 Feb. 4 



Sir WiUiam Phips 
William Stougkton ' 
Earl of Bdlomont 
William Stougkton 
TheCouneil 
Jo9q[>h Dudley 
TheCouncU 
Elizeus Burges' 
Joseph Dudley 
WiUiam Toiler 
Samuel Shute 
William Dummer 
William Burnet 
WiUiam Dummer 
WiUiam TaUer 
Jonathan Belcher 
William Shirley 
Speneer Pkipa 
William Shirley 
Spencer Pkipa 
The Council 
Thomas Pownall 
Thomae Hvtckituon 
Fronds Bonaid 

Thmiat Hidekimon 
Thomas Hutchinson 
Thomas Gage 



1601 
1607 

1702 
1715 

1716 
1728 



1730 
1741 



Dec. 12 
June 18 

April 1 
Maidil7 

June 15 
March? 



Jan. 28 
May 25 



1757 Feb. 25 



1760 
1761 

1770 
1774 



Jan. 14 
April 4 

Nov. 28 
April? 



1715 
1715 
1716 
1723 
1728 
1720 
1730 
1730 
1741 
1740 
1753 
1756 
1767 
1757 
1760 
•1760 



March 21 
Nov. 
Oct5 
Jan. 2 
July 10 
Sept 10 
June 11 
Aug. 10 
Aug. 14 
Sept 15 
Aug. 7 
Sept 25 
April 5 
Aug. 3 
June 3 
Aug. 2. 



1604 
1600 
1700 
1701 
1702 
1715 
1715 

1715 
1716 
1723 
1728 
1720 
1730 
1730 
1741 
1740 
1753 
1756 
1757 
1757 
1760 
1760 



Nov. 17 
May 26 
July 17 
July 7 « 
June 11 
Feb. 4 
March 21 

Nov. 
Oct5 
Jan. 1 
July 10 
Sept 7* 
June 11 
Aug. 10 
Aug. 14 
Sq)t 11; 
Aug. 7 
Sept 25 
April 4* 
Aug. 3 
June 3 
Aug. 2 



1760 Aug. 2 
1771 March 14 
1774 May 17* 



1760 Aug. 1 
1771 March 14 
1774 May 17 



* Tlw names of Acting-Govemon are printed in Halioa^ as is abo the Ooon- 
eQ irfaen the govenonent devolTed iqkhi the latter. 

* Stougkton died July 7, 1701. 

* Bulges never oame to this oonntqr. 

* Bumet died September 7, 1729. ^ 

* Spencer Phips died April 4, 1757. 

* lite outbreak of the Bevoluticm makes U imposaible to say exactly idien 
Gage, nramas Oliver, and Fluoker left office. ' ' 



LIST OF OFFICIALS^ 1685-1775 



LOETrrKNANT-GoYEBNOBS 



William Stoughton 
Thomas Povey 
WiUiam Taller 

^(^lliam Dummer 

Wflliam Tailer 
Spencer Phips 
Tbomaa Hutchinson 

Andrew Oliver 
Thomas (^ver 



COmOBtlOMBD 

1691 Dec.^ 
17Q2 April 11 
1711* 

1715 ApriI28 
1716 » 

1727 Oct 17 
1730 April 15 
1732 April 29 
1758 Feb. 10 
1761 March 13 
1770 Oct 19 
1774 May 28 



VOOK OFFICB 

1692 May 16 
1702 June 11 
1711 Oct 4 

1716 Oct 5 

1730 June 11 
1732 Aug. 8 
1758 June 1 

1771 March 14 
1774 Aug. 8* 



1701 July 7 » 
1706 Jan. 28* 

1716 Oct 5 

1730 June 11 
1732 March 1 « 
1757 April 4^ 

1771 MardiU 
1774 March 3 < 



Secbetabdcs 



Isaac Addington 
Samuel Woodward 
Josiah Willard 

Andrew (Mver 



1691 Dec" 

1715 June 23 

1717 June 17 

1728 March28 

1758 March 2 

1761 April 10 



1692 May 16 
1715 Sq;>t24 
1717 Dec 4 

1756 Dec. 15 " 



1715 March 19 u 

1716 Aug. 3" 

1756 Dec7» 
1771 March 11 



Thomas Flucker 1770 Nov. 12 1771 March 11 » 

^ This date is approximate: see p. xvi note 2, cmJ^ 
« Stoughton died July 7, 1701. 

* This date is appronmate. 

* The exact date of this Commission is not known: see p. zvii note 1, amU, 

9 The exact date of this Commissbn is not known: see p. x:vii note 3, onis. 

* Tailer died March 1, 1732. 

' Spencer Phips died April 4, 1757. 

9 Andrew Oliver died March 3, 1774. 
9 See p. zzxiv note 6, afUe, 

M This date is approximate: see p. xvi note 1, cmls. 

^ Addington died March 19, 1715. On March 26, 1715, Gov. Dudl^ ap- 
pointed Addington Davenport and Paul Dudley to keep t^ Seals. 

" This date is approximate. 

^ Vnilard died December 7, 1756. 

^ Axkdiew Oliver was appointed Secretary by Lt.-Qov. Fhips on December 13 
and took office December 15, 1756. He was sworn under his Royal Commis- 
sion June 1, 1758. 

V See p. zzziv note 6, anie. 



TABLE 

OF 



REGNAL YEARS, 1684-1776 



TABLE 



Shawtnff the Beginning and End of each Tear of the Reigne of ike 
Sovereigne of England^ from the Aeeeeeion of Jamee H to the 
American Revolution 



Ist of Jamss the Sbcoitd. From 6 Feb. 


1684-6 


to 


6 Feb. 1686-6 


2iid 


»> 


99 


99 


99 


1685-6 


99 


99 


1686-7 


3rd 


99 


99 


99 


99 


1686-7 


99 


99 


1687-8 


4th 


99 


99 


99 


99 


1687-8 


99 


11 Dec 1688 








(Throna 


Vacant) 








1 St of Wtllt A V AND Mabt. Fxom 13 Feb. 1683-9 


99 


13 Feb. 1689-90 


2nd 


»9 


99 


99 


99 


1689-90 


99 


99 


1690L-91 


3rd 


f> 


99 


99 


99 


1690-91 


99 


99 


1691-2 


4th 


»> 


99 


99 


99 


1691-2 


99 


99 


1692-3 


5th 


»9 


99 


99 


99 


1692-3 


99 


99 


1698-4 


6th 


»> 


99 


99 


99 


1693^ 


99 


99 


1694-5 


7th 


>f 


99 


99 


99 


1694-6 


99 


99 


1695-6 


8th 


>9 


THB Third ^ ,, 


99 


1696-6 


99 


99 


1696-7 


9th 


99 


99 


99 


99 


1696-7 


99 


99 


1697-« 


10th 


99 


99 


99 


99 


1697-^ 


99 


99 


1698-9 


11th 


99 


99 


99 


99 


1698-9 


99 


99 


1699-1700 


12th 


99 


99 


99 


„ 1699-1700 


99 


99 


1700-1 


13th 


99 


»9 


99 


99 


1700-1 


99 


99 


1701-2 


14th 


99 


99 


99 


99 


1701-2 


99 


8 Mar. 1701-2 


Ist 


of Amns. 




From 8 March^ 


, 1701-2 


99 


99 


1702-8 


2nd 


99 




99 




1702-3 


99 


99 


1703-4 


3rd 


99 




99 




1703-4 


99 


99 


1704^ 


4th 


99 




99 




1704-6 


99 


99 


1705-6 


6th 


9» 




99 




1706-6 


99 


99 


1706-7 


6th 


>f 




99 




1706-7 


99 


99 


1707-8 


7th 


99 




99 




1707-3 


99 


99 


1708-9 


8th 


99 




99 




1708-9 


99 


99 


1709-10 


9th 


f» 




99 




1709-10 


99 


99 


1710-11 


10th 


99 




99 




1710-11 


99 


99 


1711-12 


11th 


99 




99 




1711-12 


99 


99 


1712-13 


12th 


99 




99 




1712-13 


99 


99 


1713-14 


13th 


99 




99 




1713-14 


99 


lAui 


t. 1714 



^ See ProviDce Laws, i. 753, footnote f, reepectinpf the change in enu* 
merating the Tear- occasioned by the death of Queen Mary which occurred 
28 December, 1694. 
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1st of GSOSGS 


THB ElSST. 


From 1 Aug. 1714 


to 


1 Aug. 


1716 


2nd 


»> 


W 


99 


99 


1715 


99 


99 


1716 


S^d 


n 


99 


99 


99 


1716 


99 


99 


1717 


4th 


9f 


99 


99 


99 


1717 


99 


99 


1718 


5th 


99 


99 


99 


99 


1718 


99 


99 


1719 


6th 


9f 


9> 


>9 


99 


1719 


99 


99 


1720 


7th 


99 


99 


99 


99 


1720 


99 


99 


1721 


8ih 


l> 


99 


99 


99 


1721 


99 


99 


1722 


9th 


»» 


• 
99 


99 


99 


1722 


99 


99 


1723 


10th 


99 


99 


99 


99 


1723 


99 


99 


1724 


nth 


99 


99 


99 


99 


1724 


99 


99 


1726 


12th 


»9 


99 


99 


99 


1725 


99 


99 


1726 


13th 


99 


99 


99 


99 


1726 


19 11 June 


1727 


1 st of OsoBfiOB THE SxcoND. Fiom 11 June, 1727 


99 


99 


1728 


2nd 


9» 


99 




99 


1728 


99 


99 


1729 


3rd 


9» 


99 




99 


1729 


99 


99 


1730 


4th 


19 


99 




99 


1730 


99 


99 


1731 


6th 


19 


99 




99 


1731 


99 


99 


1732 


6th 


99 


99 




99 


1732 


99 


99 


1733 


7th 


99 


99 




99 


1733 


99 


99 


1734 


8th 


99 


9> 




99 


1734 


99 


99 


1736 


9th 


99 


99 




99 


1735 


99 


99 


1736 


10th 


99 


99 




99 


1736 


99 


99 


1737 


11th 


99 


99 




99 


1737 


99 


99 


1738 


12th 


99 


99 




99 


1738 


99 


99 


1739 


13th 


99 


99 




99 


1739 


99 


99 


1740 


14th 


99 


99 




99 


1740 


99 


99 


1741 


15th 


99 


99 




99 


1741 


99 


99 


1742 


16th 


99 


99 




99 


1742 


99 


99 


1743 


17th 


99 


99 




99 


1743 


99 


99 


1744 


18th 


99 


99 




99 


1744 


99 


99 


1746 


19th 


99 


99 




99 


1745 


99 


99 


1746 


20th 


99 


99 




99 


1746 


99 


99 


1747 


21 8t 


99 


99 




99 


1747 


99 


99 


1748 


22nd 


99 


99 




99 


1748 


99 


99 


1749 


23rd 


99 


99 




99 


1749 


99 


99 


1760 


24th 


99 


99 




99 


1750 


99 


99 


1761 


25th 


99 


99 




99 


1751 


99 


99 


1762 


26th 


99 


99 




99 


1752 


99 


99 


1763 


27th 


f9 


99 




99 


1753 


99 


99 


1764 


28th 


99 


99 


99 


99 


1754 


99 


99 


1766 



4 TXABS OV THB BBIC«8 OF THB ZSOXABE SOTBBXKmS 

29th of GsoBfflc TKS Sboovd. From 11 Jane, 1756 to 11 Jane 1756 

SOth „ „ „ „ 1766 „ „ 1767 

Slet „ „ „ „ 1757 „ „ 1758 

82nd „ „ „ „ 1758 „ „ 1769 

83rd „ „ „ „ 1759 „ „ 1760 

S4th „ ' „ „ „ 1760 „ 26 Oct 1760 

IstofOaoBinTHBTHiBD. From 25 Oct 1760 „ „ 1761 

2nd „ „ „ „ 1761 „ „ 1762 

8id ,1 „ „ „ 1762 ,, ,t 176S 

4th „ „ „ „ 1763 „ „ 1764 

6th „ I, „ „ 1764 „ „ 1766 

6th „ f, „ „ 1766 „ „ 1766 

7th „ „ „ „ 1766 „ „ 1767 

8th „ „ ,, „ 1767 „ „ 1768 

9th „ „ „ „ 1768 „ „ 1769 

10th „ „ „ „ 1769 „ „ 1770 

11th „ „ „ „ 1770 „ „ 1771 

12th „ „ „ „ 1771 „ „ m2 

13th „ „ „ „ 1772 „ „ 1773 

14th „ „ „ „ 1773 „ „ 1774 

16th „ „ „ „ 1774 „ „ 1776 

16th „ „ „ „ 1776 „ „ 1776 



CHARTER 

07 THE 

PROVINCE OF THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY 

1691 

Ain> 

EXPLANATORY CHARTER 

1726 



. - - 






CHARTER OP TEEE PROVINCE 



OF THX 



MASSACHUSETTS BAY 



1691 




imM>|intam V ^i^atp hp tfye vtaa of 4Bob fttn0 

V Vr<- ^^^ Queene of England Scotland France and Ireland 
Defenders of the Faith &o ^ bU to whome these 
presents shall come Greeting WSOftttM his late Majesty King 
James the First Our Royall Predecessor by his Letters Patents 
ynder the Oreate Scale of England bearing date at Westmin- Redtatbi* 
ster the Third Day of November in the Eighteenth yeare of 
his Beigne did Oive and Grant vnto the Councill established at 
Plymouth in the County of Devon for the Planting Buleing^ 
Ordering and Ooveming of New England in America and to 
their Successors and Assignes all that part of America lying and 
being in Breadth from Forty Degrees of Northerly Latitude from 
the Equinoctiall Line to the Forty Eighth Degree of the said North- 
erly Latitude Inclusively, and in length of and within all the ^^S^J^JftJia 
Breadth aforesaid throughout all the Main Lands from Sea to Sea £^^2S^ 
together alsoe with all the firme Lands Soiles Orounds Havens jjjd nom ■» •• 
Ports Bivers Waters Fishings Mines and Mineralls aswell Boyall 
Mines of Oold and Silver as other Mines and Mineralls Pretious 
Stones Quarries and all and singular other Gomodities Jurisdic^ttns 
Boyalties Priviledges Franchises and Preheminences both within 
tlie said Tract of Land vpon the Main and alsoe within the Islands 
and Seas adjoyning l^tobihrt alwayes that the said Lands Islands 
or any the premisses by the said Letters Patents intended or meant 
to be Granted were not not ^ then actually possessed or Inhabited 



•••••. . . . . ^. : : 

»•• • ••••-•• • 

• • •• •••<■ 



•V- *:8/: vi : : .v.QffilBTEB OF THE FBOVmCB flGQl 

by any other ChriBtian Prince or State or within the bounds Limitts 

01^ Territories of the Southern OoUony then before granted by the 

said late Eling James the First [to be planted ^] by divers of his 

-toiMMiniM^ Subjects in the South parts ^ i^afW and to hold possesse and enjoy 

all and singular the aforesaid Continent Lands Territories Islandii 

Hereditaments and Precincts Seas Waters Fishings with all and all 

manner of their Comodities Boyaltyes Liberties Preheminences and 

Profitts that should from thenceforth arise from thence with all and 

singular their appurtenances and every part and parcell thereof 

vnto the said Oouncill and their Successors and Assignes for ever to 

the sole and proper vse and benefitt of the said Councill and their 

Successors and Assignes for ever ^ be holden of his said late 

Majestic King James the First his Heires and Successors as of his 

Manner of East Greenwich in the County of Kent in free and Com* 

on Soccage and not in Capite or by Knights Service f^rflfiittg ^nd 

paying therefore to the said late ELing his Heires and Successors the 

'Mjingthe ^^ P^^ o^ ^^^ Oar of Oold and Silver which should from time to 

^J^i^Sa time and at all times then after happen to be found gotten had and 

^^* obteyned in all or within any of the said Lands Limitts Territories 

•'^" or Precincts or in or within any part or parcell thereof for or in 

respect of all and all manner of duties demands and services what* 

soever to be done made or paid to the said late King James the 

first his Heires and Successors (as in and by the said Letters Patents 

amongst sundry other Clauses Powers Priviledges and Orants 

*«iiiittii«o<mB. therein conteyned more at large appeareth fltlH W ^tttBJ the said 

pitodSS?**' Councill established at Plymouth in the Cdunty oi lievon tortne 

SffSbwT^ Planting Ruleing Ordering and Ooverning of New England in 

^^. America Did by their Deed Lidented vnder their Oomon Seale 

bearing Date the Nineteenth Day of March in the Third yeare of 

the Seigne of our Royall Orandfather Sang Charles the First of 

ever Blessed Memory Give Grant Bargaine Sell Enffeoffe Alien and 

Confirme to Sir Henry Boswell Sir John Young Knights Thomas 

Southcott John Humphreys John Endicot and Simond Whetcomb 

— pMi of Now their Heires and Assines and their Associats for ever All that part of 

tainbou^*^ New England in America aforeid which lyes and extends betweene 

^ a great River there comonly called Monomack als Merrimack and 

a certaine other River there called Charles River being in a Bottom 

of a certaine Bay there comonly called Massachusetts ais Matta- 

^ These words oociur in the printed copiee, but aie not in the original. See 
s]8o Colony Charter. 
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ehuseetts ab Massatiuietts Bay And alsoe all and singolar those 
L^da and Hereditaments whataoever lying^-witlHn the space of 
T^ree^&il^h lliles on the Sontib part of the said Charles River or 
of any and every part thereof And alsoe all and singnler the Lands 
and Hereditaments whatsoever lying and being within the space of 
three English Miles to the Southward of the Sonthermost part of 
the said Bay called (be Massachusetts ais Mattachusetts ais Masssr 
tnsetts Bay And alsoe all those Lands and Hereditaments whatsoever 
which lye and be within (be space of three English Miles to the 
Northward of the said River called Monomack ais Merrimack or to 
the Northward of any and every part thereof And all Lands and 
Hereditaments whatsoever lying within the Limitts aforesaid North 
and South in Latitude and in Breadth and in length and longitude 
of and within all the Breadth aforesaid throughout the Main Lands 
there from (be Atlantick and Western Sea and Ocean on the East 
parte to the South Sea on the West part and all Lapds and Orounds 
Pl4Ce and Places Soile Woods and Woo d Gro unds Hav^uT Ports 
Rivers WatenlEwings and Hereditaments whatsoever lying wiiQiin 
thesaidlSoundsand Limitts and every parte and parcell tbereof and 
alsoe all Islands lyingln America aforesaid in the said Seas or either 
of them on the Western or Eastern Coasts or Parts of the said Tracts 
of Land by the said Lidenture menCtt ned to be Oiven and Granted 
Bargained Sold Enffeoffed Aliened tmd Confirmed or any of them 
i^<ralsde alUkiines and Minendls aswell Uoyall Mines of Gold and 
Silver as other Mines and Mineralls whatsoever in the said La^ds 
and Premisses or any parte thereof and all Jurisdicfittns Bighta Roy- 
.alties Liberties Freedoms Jmumties Tnviledges Franchises Prehe- 
'minence8"-ttdtJ[2omb<liiies whatsoever which they the said Councill 
eft&KbliBhed at Plymouth in the County of Devon for the planting 
Ruleing Ordering and Govern ing of New England in America then 
Inrttyf mightrrse exercise or enjoylSror within the said Lands and 
Premisses by the same Indenture men6ttned to be given granted 
bargained sold en£Feoffed and confirmed in or within any part or 
' paroell thereof ^ !(^Sbe and to hold the said parte of New England -^toteiAinfMi 
in America which lyes and extends and is abutted as aforesaid and 
every parte and parcell thereof And all the said Islands Rivers 
Ports Havens Waters Fishings Mines Mineralls Jurisdicfittns Fran- 
chises Royaines'Xiberties Priviledges Comodities Hereditaments 
tnd pf einisses wh atsoeve rjyjth the appurtenwces vnto the said 
Sir Henry Roswell Sir John Young Thomas ^outhcott John 
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Humphreys John Endicott and Simond Whetcomh their Heires and 
Assignes and their Associates for ever to the onIj[:proper and abso- 
lute Yse and behoqfe of the saicTSir Henry Boswell Sir [John ^] 
Jbung* Thomas Southcott John Humphryes John Endicott and 
Simond Whetcomb their Heires and Assignes and their Associates 
for evermore ^ be holden of Our said Royall Grandfather King 
Charles the first his Heires and Successors as of his lienor of ^^st 
^ Greenwich in the County of Kent in free and Comon ooSSage and 

— pi^iBf, Ae. no t in t?a| a te nor by Knights Service ^dlDitlg^nD payinglEerefbre 
vnto Our said'^Boyall Grandfather his Heires and Successors the 
fifth part of the Oar of Gold and Silver which should from time to 
time and at all times hereafter happen to be found gotten had Jb 
obteyned in any of the said Lands within the said Limitts or in or 
within any part thereof for and in satisfac€6n of all manner of 
duties demands and services whatsoever to be done made or paid to 
Our said Boyall Grandfather his Heires or Successors (as in and by 

That King the Said recited Indentuxejnaj^jnpr^t large appeare SMb tSWIfittM 

iSb^^JSa^y^m^^^_S^ 

Henry R<Mir«u the^^iealS^^SeBfe' of Engird ^earidfe date at Westminster the 

•nil AfchMM ^^ 

Fourth Day of March in the Fourth yeare of his Seigne for the 



Considera66n therein men66ned did grant and confirme vnto the 
said Sir Henry Boswell Sir John Young Thomas Southcott John 
Humphreys John Endicott and Simond Whetcomb and to their 
Associates after named (vizt) Sir Ralph ^ Saltenstall En* Isaac John- 
son Samuell Aldersey John Yen Mathew Craddock George Harwood 
Increase Nowell Richard Perry Richard Bellingham Nathaniell 
Wright Samuell Yassall "theophilus Eaton Thomas Golfe^ Thomas 
Adams John Browne Samuell Browne Thomas Hutchins William 
Yassall William Pincheon and George Foxcroft their Heires and 
Assignes All the said part of New England in America lying and 
extending betweene the bounds and limitts in the said Indenture 
— anthoM expressed and all Lands and Grounds Place and Places Soiles 

lands bdfors * ^_ _ 

panted to uma Woods and Wood Grounds Havens Ports Rivers Waters Mmes 

by the Council _ . 

at piynMmth, Miucralls JuHsdic^s Rights Royalties Liberties Freedomes Imuni« 
ties Priviledges Franchises Preheminences and Hereditaments what- 
soever bargained sold enffeoffed and Confirmed or men66ned or 
intended to be given granted bai^ined sold enffeoffed aliend and 
confirmed to them the said Sir Henry Roswell Sir John Young 
Thomas Southcott John Humphreys John Endicott and Simond 
^ Omitted in the originaL ^8ie. 
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Whetcomb their Heires and Assignes and to their Associates for ever 
by the said recited Indentn[r]e €o ifibt and to hold the said part of 
New England in America and other the Premisses thereby men66ned 
to be granted and confirmed and every parte and parcell thereof 
with the appurtenances to the said Sir Henry Boswell Sir John 
Young Sir Bichard Saltenstall Thomas Southcott John Humphreys 
John Endicott Simond Whetoomb Isaac Johnson Samuell Aldersey 
John Yen Mathew Craddock George Harwood Increase Noweli 
Richard Perry Bichard Bellingham Nathaniel Wright Samuell 
Yassall Theophilus ^ton Thomas Gk>lfe Thomas Adams John 
Browne Samuell Browne Thomas Hutehins William Yassall William 
Pincheon and George Foxcroft their Heires and Assignes for ever to 
their own proper and absolute Yse and behoofe for evermore ^ be 
holden of Our said Boyall Grandfather his Heires and Successors as 
of his Manner of East Greenwich aforesaid in free and cofiion 
Soccage and not in Gapite nor by Knights Service and alsoe yeilding 
and paying therefore to Our said Boyall Grandfather his Heires and 
Successors tlie fifth part only of all the Oar of Gold and Silver 
which from time to time and at all times after should be there 
gotten had or obteyned for all Services Ezac66ns and Demands 
whateoever according to the tenour and Beservafi&n in the said 
recited Indenture expressed j3[nD favtiftt Our said Boyall Grand- 
father by the said Letters Patente did Give and Grant vnto the said 
Sir Henry Boswell Sir John Young Sir Bichard Saltenstall Thomas 
Southcott John Humphreys John Endicott Simond Wheteomb Isaac 
Johnson Samuell Aldersey John Yen Mathew Craddock George 
Harwood Encrease Noweli Bichard Perrey Bichard Bellingham 
Nathaniel Wright Samuell Yassall Theophilus Eaton Thomas Golf e 
Thomas Adams John Browne Samuell Browne Thomas Hut[c]hins 
William Yassall William Pincheon and George Foxcroft their Heires 
and Assignes All that part of New England in America which lyes 
and extends betweene a Greate Biver called Monomack ah Merri- 
mack Biver and a certaine other Biver there called Charles Biver 
being in the Bottom of a certeine Bay there coSlonly called Massa* 
chusette ais Mattachusetts ais Massatusette Bay and alsoe all and 
singular those Lands and Hereditamente whatsoever lying within 
the space of Three English Miles on the South part of the said 
Biver called Oharles Biver or of any or every part thereof and 
alsoe all and singuler the Lands and Hereditamente whatsoever 
lying and being within the space of Three English Miles to the-bj 
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gwj ff""* Southward of the Southennort part of the said Bay called Maasa- 
chuaetta aia Mattachuaetta aia Masaatnaetta Bay And alaoe all thoae 
Landa and HereditamentB whataoeyer which lye and bee within the 
apace of Three Engliah Milea to the Northward of the aaid Biyer 
called Monomack aia Merrimack or to the Northward of any and 
every parte thereof And all Landa and HereditamentB whataoever 
lyeing within the limitta af oreaaid North and South in Latitude and 
[in]*Breadth and in length and Longitude of and within all the 
Breadth aforeaaid throughout the Main Landa there from the 
Atlantick or Weatern Sea and Ocean on the Eaat parte to the South 
Sea on the Weat parte And all Landa Orounda Place and Placea 
Soila Wood and Wood Landa Havana Porta lEUvera Watera and 
Hereditamenta whataoever lying within the aaid bounda and limitta 
and every part and parcell thereof And alaoe all lalanda in America 
aforeaaid in the add Seaa or either of them on the Weatern or Eaat- 
em Coaata or partea of the aaid Tracta of Landa thereby menfittned 
to be given and granted or any of them And all Minea and Mineralla 
aawell Boyall Minea of Gold and Silver aa other Minea and Miner- 
alla whataoever in the aaid Landa and premiaaea or any parte thereof 
and free Libertie of Fiahing in or within any of the Bivera and 
Watera within the bounda and limitta aforeaaid and the Seaa there- 
unto adjoyning and of all Fiahea Boyall Fishea Wh^ea Balene 
Sturgeon and other Fiahea of what kind or nature aoever that 
ahould at any time thereafter be taken in or within the aaid Seaa or 
Watera or any qI them by the aaid Sir Henry Boawell Sir John 
Toung Sir Bichard ^altenatall Thomaa Southcott John Humphryea 
John Endicott Simond Whetcomb laaac Johnaon Samuell Alderaey 
John Yen Mathew Craddock George Harwood Increaae Nowell 
Kchard Perrey Bichard Bellingham Nathaniel Wright Samuell 
Yaaaall Theophilua Eaton Thomaa . Gk)lf e Thomaa Adama John 
Browne Samuell Browne Thomaa Hutduna William Vaaaall William 
Pincheon and George Foxcroft their Heirea or Aaaignea or by any 
-pnridsd tt«7 other person or persona whatsoever there Inhabiting by them or any 
wiMyf otmw of them to be appointed to Fish therein IBCoWlttll alwayes that if 
lifbtii * the aaid Landa lalanda or any the premiaaea before men66ned and by 
the aaid Lettera Patenta laat menfi&ned intended and meant to be 
granted were at the time of granting of the aaid former Lettera 
Patenta dated the Third Day of November in the Eighteenth yeare 
of the Beigne of hia late Majeaiy Eing Jamea the Firat actually 
poeaeaaed or inhabited by any other CShriatian Prince or State or were 
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witiiin the bounds LimittB or TerritorieB of the said Southern Col- 
lony then before granted by the said King to be planted by divers 
of his Loveing Subjects in the South parts of America That then 
the said Grant of our said Boyall Grandfather should not extend to 
any such parts or parcells thereof soe formerly inhabited or lying 
within the bounds of the Southern PlantafiSn as aforesaid but as to n 

those parts or parcells soe possessed or inhabited by any such Chris- 
tian Prince or State or. being within the boundaries afororesaid 
should be vtterly void ^ if^Bflf and to hold possesse and enjoy the -tohoidiiifM: 
said parts of New England in America which lye extend and are 
abutted as aforesaid and every part and parcell thereof and all the 
Islands Rivers Ports Havens Waters Fishings Fishes Mines Mineralls 
Jurisdic66ns Franchises Royalties Riverties ^ Priviledges CofSodities 
and premisses whatsoever with the Appurtenances vnto the said Sir 
Henry Roswell Sir John Young Sir Richard Saltenstall Thomas 
Southcott John Humphreys John Endicott Simond Whetcomb 
Isaac Johnson Samuell Aldersey John Yen Mathew Craddock George 
Harwood Increase Nowell Richard Perry Richard Bellingham 
Nathaniell Wright Samuell Yassall Theophilus Eatoi^ Thomas Golf e 
Thomas Adams John Browne Samuell Browne Thomas Hutchins 
William Yassall William Pincheon and George Foxcroft their 
Heircs and Assignee for ever To the only proper and absolute vse 
and behoofe of the said Sir Henry Roswell Sir John Young Sir 
Richard Saltenstall Thomas Southcott John Humphryes John Endi- 
cott Simond Whetcomb Isaac Johnson Samuell Aldersey John Yen 
Mathew Craddock George Harwood Increase Nowell Richard Perry 
Richard Bellingham Nathaniell Wright Samuell Yassall Theophilus 
Eaton Thomas Golf e Thomas Adams John Browne Samuell Browne 
Thomas Hutchins William Yassall William Pincheon and George 
Foxcroft their Heires and Assignes for evermore ^ be holden^of 
Our said Royall Grandfather his Heires and Successors as of his 
Manner of East Greenwich in the County of Kent within the 
Realme of England in free and CoSion Soccage and not in Capite 
nor by Knights Service And alsoe yeilding and paying therefore to - ptyfavi Ae. 
Our said Royall Grandfather his Heires and Successors the Fifth 
part only of all the Oar of Gold and Silver which from time to 
time and at all times thereafter should be gotten had and obteyned 
for all services Exa66ns and demands whatsoever ^tobtlKB alwayes 
and his Majesties expresse Will and meaning was that only one 

^ LiberUes. 
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Fifth parte of all the Gold and Silver Oar above men6Sned in the 
whole and no more should be answered reserved and payable vnto 
Our said Royall Grandfather his Heires and Successors by colour or 
vertue of the said last men66ned Letters Patents the double reser- 
va65us or r^citalls aforesaid or any thing tlierein conteyned notwith- 
standing And to the end that the affaires and buisnesse which from 
time to time should happen and arise concerning the said Lands 
and the Planta66ns of the same might be the better mannaged and 
ordered and for the good Government thereof Our said Royall 
Grandfather King Charles the First did by his said Letters Patents 
Create and make the said Sir Henry Roswell Sir John Young Sir 
Richard Saltenstall Thomas Southcott John Humphreys John Endi- 
cott Symond Whetcomb Isaac Johnson Samuell Aldersey John Yen 
Mathew Craddock George Harwood Increase Nowell Richard Perry 
Richard Bellingham Nathaniell Wright Samuell Yassall and The- 
ophilus Eaton Thomas Golfe Thomas Adams John Browne Samuell 
Browne Thomas Hutchins William Yassall William Pincheon and 
George Foxcroft and all such others as should thereafter be admit* 
ted and made free of the Company and Society therein after men- 
S6ned one Body Politique and Corporate in fact and name by the 
Name of the Govemour and Company of the Massachusetts Bay in 
New England and did grant vnto them and their Successors divers 
powers Liberties and Priviledges as in and by the said Letters 
Patents may more fully and at large appeare/l^nB tBiftttM the said 
Governour and Company of the Massachusetts Bay in New England 
by vertue of the said Letters Patents did settle a CoUony of the 
English in the said parts of America and divers good Subjects of 
this Eingdome incouraged and invited by the said Letters Patents 
did Transport themselves and their Effects into the same whereby 
the said Planta66n did become very populous and divers Counties 
Townes and Places were created erected made setforth or designed 
within the said parts of America by the said Govemour and Com- 
pany for the time being StiiH WSHfttttUS in the Terme of the holy 
Trinity in the Thirty Sixth yeare of the Beigne of Our dearest 
Yncle King Charles the Second a judgment was given in Our Court 
of Chancery then sitting at Westminster vpon a Writt of Scire 
Facias brought and prosecuted in the said Court against the Gov- 
emour and Company of the Massachusetts Bay in New England 
that the said Letters Patents of Our said Royall Grandfather King 
Charles the First bearing date at Westminster the Fourth day of 
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March in the Fourth yeare of his Beigne made and granted to the 
said Oovemour and Company of the Maasachusetts Bay in New 
England and the Enrollment of the same should be cancelled 
Tacated and annihilated and should be brought into the said Court 
to be cancelled (as in and by the said Judgment remainmg vpon 
Record in the said Court doth more at large appeare) £lnO tsUftttial 
se?erall persons employed as Agents in behalfe of Our said Collony The AgMmot 
of the Massachusetts Bay in New England have made their humble ^fi^dto^bT* 
application vnto Ys that Wee would be graciously pleased by Our m fotmu^. 
Royall Charter to Incorporate Our Subjects in Our said Collony and 
to grant and confirme vnto them such powers priviledges and Fran- • 
chises as [in] Our Boyall Wisdome should be thought most con- 
duceing to Our Interest and Service and to the Welfare and happy 
State of Our Subjects in New England and Wee being graciously 
pleased to gratifie Our said Subjects And alsoe to the end Our good 
Subjects within Our Collony of New Plymouth in New England 
aforesaid may be brought vnder such a forme of Government as may 
put them in a better Condi6&n of defence and considering aswell 
the granting vnto them as vnto Our Subjects in the said Collony of 
the Massachusetts Bay Our Boyall Charter with reasonable Powers 
and Priviledges will much tend not only to the safety but to the 
Flourishing estate of Our Subjects in the said parts of New England 
and alsoe to the advanceing of the ends for which the said Planta- 
66ns were at first encouraged of Our especiall Grace certaine knowl- 
edge and meer Moc5n have willed and ordeyned and Wee doe by 
these presents for Ys Our Heires and Successors Will and Ordeyne 
that the Territories and Collonyes comonly called or known by the 
Names of the Collony of the Massachusetts Bay and Collony of New 
Plymouth the Province of Main the Territorie called Accadia or 
Nova Scotia and all that Tract of Land lying betweene the said Ter- 
ritori^oWes of Nova Scotia and the said Province of Main be Erected The HMndm- 
Ynited and Incorporated And Wee doe by these presents Ynite S^^ro^SST^ 
Erect and Incorporate the same into one reall Province by the NmSotum 
Name of Our Province of the Massachusetts Bay in New England mad« om rwv. 
And of Our especial Grace certaine knowledge and meer mo66n 
Wee have given and granted and by these presents for Vs Our 
Heires and Successors doe give and grant vnto Our good Subjects 
the Inhabitants of Our said Province or Territory of the Massachu- 
setts Bay and their Successors all that parte of New England in 
America lying and extending from the greate Biver cofiionly called 



16 CHABTSB OF THE FROVINCB [1691 

MoQomack ah Merrimack on the Northpart and from three Miles 
TtetxtontMid Northward of the aaid River to the Atlantick or Western Sea or 
PMfinos. Ocean on the South part And all the Lands and Hereditaments 
whatsoever lying within the limitts aforesaid and extending as farr 
as the Outermost Points or Promontories of Land called Gape Cod 
and Cape Mallabar North and South and in Latitude Breadth and 
in Length and Longitude of and within all the Breadth and Com- 
pass aforesaid throughout the Main Land there from the said Atlan- 
tick or Western Sea and Ocean on the East parte towards the South 
Sea or Westward as far as Our Collonyes of Rhode Island Connec- 
tioutt and the Marragansett ^ Countrey all ' alsoe all that part or 
por66n of Main Land beginning at the Entrance of Pescata way 
Harbour and soe to pass vpp the same into the River of Newicke- 
wannock and through the same into the furthest head thereof and 
from thence Northwestward till One Hundred and Twenty Miles be 
finished and from Piscata way Harbour mouth aforesaid North-East- 
ward along the Sea Coast to Sagadehock and from the Period of 
One Hundred and Twenty Miles aforesaid to crosse over Land to 
the One Hundred and Twenty Miles before reckoned vp into the 
Land from Piscataway Harbour through Newickawannock River 
and alsoe the North half e of the Isles and ^ Shoales together with the 
Isles of Cappawock and Nantukett near Cape Cod aforesaid and alsoe 
[all '] Lands and Hereditaments lying and being in the Countrey 
and Territory cofiionly called Accadia or Nova Scotia And all those 
Lands and Hereditaments lying and extending betweene the said 
Countrey or Territory of Nova Scotia and the said River of Saga- 
dahock or any part thereof And all Lands Grounds Places Soifes 
Woods and Wood grounds Havens Ports Rivers Waters and other 
Hereditaments and premisses whatsoever lying within the said 
bounds and limitts aforesaid and every part and parcell thereof 
and alsoe all Islands and Isletts lying within tenn Leagues directly 
An miiiM ni opposite to the Main Land within the said bounds and all Mines and 
i!dtoi£^S!t Mineralls aswell Roy all Mines of Oold and Silver as other Mines 
ttanto and tub ^^^ Mincralls whatsocver in the said Lands and premisses or any 
parte thereof ^ ifilbt and to hold the said Territories Tracts 
Countreys Lands Hereditaments and all and singular other the 
premisses with their and every of their Appurtences ' to Our said 

^ Narragansett. *Sic. 

* In printed copies this is '* the," bat the omission in the original seems 
better sappUed as above. 
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Sabjects the TnbabitantB of Our said Province of the MassachuBettB 
Bay in New England and their Successors to their only proper vse 
and behoofe for evermore ^ be holden of Ys Our Heires and Suc- 
cessors as of Our Manner of East Oreenwich in the County of Kent 
by Fealty only in free and CoSion Soccage Ijefl&ittS tuid P&ying 
therefore yearly to Ys Our Heires and Successors the Fifth part of 
all Gold and Silver Oar and pretious Stones which shall from time 
to time and at all times hereaf^r happen to be found gotten had and 
obteyned in any of the said Lands and premisses or within any part 
thereof )BtObiteD neverthelesse and Wee doe for iBi Our Heires Anin^iMM. 
and Successors Orant and ordeyne that all and every such Lands twmmijgnaiid 

to any town, od* 

Tenements and Hereditaments and all other estates which any !08«.orwiiooio< 

Munlnf oon* 

person or persons or Bodyes Politique or Corporate Townes Yillages a™^ 

CoUedges or Schooles doe hold and enjoy or ought to hold and 

enjoy within the bounds aforesaid by or vnder any Orant or estate 

doely made or granted by any Generall Court formerly held or by 

▼ertue of the Letters Patents herein before recited or by any other 

lawfuU Bight or Title whatsoever shall be by such person and 

persons Bodyes Politique and Corporate Townes Yillages Colledges 

or Schooles tii^ir respective Heires Successors and Assignes for ever 

hereafter held and enjoyed according to the purport emd Intent of 

such respective Orant vnder and Subject neyerthelesse to the Bents 

and Services thereby reserved or made payable any matter or thing 

whatsoever to the contrary notwithstanding jSttB ^tObilKH alsoe -"^^^^nf,. 

that nothing herein conteyned shall extend or be vnderstood or oiaim. 

taken to impeach or prejudice any right title Interest or demand 

which Samuell Allen of London Merchant elaiming from and vnder 

John Mason Ebqb deceased or any other person or persons hath or 

have or claimeth to have hold or enjoy of in to or out of any part 

or parts of the premisses scituate within the limitts above men6&ned 

But th^t the said Samuel Allen and all and every such person and 

persons may and shall have hold and enjoy the same in such 

manner (and no other then) as if these presents had not been had 

or made It being Our further Will and Pleasure that no Grants onntiorMii. 

or Conveyances of any Lands Tenements or Hereditaments to any bSd^^teMdit*. 

Townes Colledges Schooles of Learning or to any private person or ^^^tt^for 

persons shall be judged or taken to be avoided or prejudiced for or 

by reason of any want or defect of Form but that the same stand 

and remaine in force and be mainteyned adjudged and have effect 

in the same manner as the same should or ought before the time of 
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the said recited Judgment according to the Laws and Rules then 

and there vsually practised and allowed And Wee doe further for 

Ys Our Heires and Successors Will Establish and ordejne that from 

ACknrwBOTMid hcnccforth for ever there shall be one Governour One Leivten* or 

Iiteiitmaiit or 

neputjGofw- Deputy Governour and One Secretary of Our said Province or 

g2<^'"t»^ to Territory to be from time to time appointed and Commissionated by 

Smt ^Sbt ^^ ^^ Heires and Successors and Eight and Twenty Assistants or 

2S5^Si^ Councillors to be advising and assisting to the Governour of Our said 

after «xpn«ed. Province or Territory for the time being as by these presents is 

hereafter directed and appointed which said Councillors or Assistants 

are to be Constituted Elected and Chosen in such forme and manner 

as hereafter in these presents is expressed And for the better 

ExecuS5n of Our Boyall Pleasure and Grant in this behalfe Wee 

doe by these presents for Vs Our Heires and Successors Nominate 

BoDMoctiM Ordeyne make and Constitute Our Trusty and Welbeloved Simon 

Sl^SJ^f Broadstreet John Richards Nathaniel Saltenstall Wait Wintlirop 

John Pliillipps James Russell Samuell Sewall Samuel Appleton 

Barthilomew Gedney John Hawthorn Elisha Hutchinson Robert 

Pike Jonathan Curwin John Jolliffe Adam Winthrop Richard 

Middlecot John Foster Peter Serjeant Joseph Lynd Samuell 

Hayman Stephen Mason Thomas Hinckley William Bradford John 

Walley Barnabas Lothrop Job Alcott Samuell Daniell and Silvanus 

Davis Esquiers the first and present Councillors or Assistants of Our 

said Province to continue in their said respective Offices or Trusts 

^toeontiiiMte of CouuciUors or Assistants vntill the last Wednesday in May which 

iMtwSneMiay shall bc iu the veare of Our Lord One Thousand Six Hundred 

■nd vnto oUMn Niuctv and Three and vntill other Councillors or Assistants shall be 

tteAMMBb^. chosen and appointed in their stead in such manner as in these 

iMMAddiiictai presents is expressed jainll WStt doe further by these presents 

2SK?.*^ Constitute and appoint Our Trusty and Welbeloved Isaac Addington 

Esquier to be Our first and present Secretary of Our said Province 

ThaGovmor during Our Pleasure jSlnD 4^ltr Will and Pleasure is that the 

^'(S!^S^U Governour of Our said Province from ^ the time being shall have 

SoiluooaML Authority from time to time at his discretion to assemble and call 

together the Councillors or Assistants of Our said Province for the 

time being and that the said Governour with the said Assistants or 

Councillors or Seaven of them at the least shall and may from time 

A ommni cooit *^ '^^ ^^^ ^"^^ ^^P * Councill for the ordering and directing the 

S^wSSSb^ Affaires of Our said Province flnD ftttttier Wee Will and by these 

fa M^SSJ, 1 5«: In the original, but « for ** in the printed copies. 
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presents for Ys Our Heires and Successors doe ordejne and Grant 
that there shall and may be convened held and kept by the 
Gtovernour for the time being vpon every last Wednesday in the 
Moneth of May every yeare for ever and at all such other times as 
the Governour of Our said Province shall think fitt and appoint a 
great and Generall Court of Assembly Which said Great and — toooMiatoc 
Generall Court of Assembly shall consist of the Governour and cou]icii,aiid' 
Gouncill or Assistants for the time being and of such Freeholders of •» •» ibiai be 

elected to zep* 

Our said Province or Territory as shall be from time to time elected JJJlttT^tom 

or deputed by the Major parte of the Freeholders and other 

Inhabitants of the respective Townes or Places who shall be present 

at such Elec65n8 Each of the said Townes and Places being hereby BMhtoimfluiy 

impowered to Elect and Depute Two Persons and noe more to serve 

for and represent them respectively in the said Great and Generall 

Court or Assembly To which Great and Generall Court or Assembly 

to be held as aforesaid Wee doe hereby for Ys Our Heires and 

Successors give and grant full power and authority from time to 

time to direct appoint and declare what Number each County 

Towne and Place shall Elect and Depute to serve for and represent 

them respectively in the said Great and Generall Court or Assembly 

probi&fh alwayes that noe Freeholder or other Person shall have a ouaiifliHitioii 

Yote in the Elec€6n of Members to serve in any Greate and Generall 

Court or Assembly to be held as aforesaid who at the time of such 

EleccSn shall not have an estate of Freehold in Land within Our 

said Province or Territory to the value of Forty Shillings per 

AnnQ at the least or other estate to the value of Forty pounds SterP 

And that every Person who shall be soe elected shall before he sitt 

or Act in the said Great and Generall Court or Assembly take the 

Oaths men^Sned in an Act of Parliament made in the first yeare of oetiistobe 

Our Beigne Entituled an Act for abrogateing of the Oaths of theaij 

Allegiance and Supremacy and appointing other Oaths and thereby 

appointed to be taken instead of the Oaths of Allegiance and 

Supremacy and shall make Repeat and Subscribe the Declara66n 

men66ned in the said Act before the Governour and Leivtenf or 

Deputy Governour or any two of the Assistants for the time being 

who shall be therevnto authorized and Appointed by Our said TteOoremor 

Governour and that the Governour for the time being shall have rMae,aod<l^ 

full power and Authority from time to time as he shall Judge «na court. 

necessary to adjonrne Prorogue and dissolve all Great and Generall 

Conrts or Assemblyes met and convened as aforesaid And Our 
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Will and Pleasure is and Wee doe hereby for Vs Our Heires and 

TteCkmndDon SuccessoFS Grant Establish and Ordeyne that yearly once in every 

y wi^^^dth dr yeare for ever hereafter the aforesaid Number of Eight and Twenty 

Councillors or Assistants shall be by the Oenerall Court or Assembly 

' newly chosen that is to say Eighteen at least of the Inhabitants of 

or Proprietors of Lands within the Territory formerly called the 

CoUony of the Massachusetts Bay and four at the least of the 

Inhabitants of or Proprietors of Lands witliin the Territory formerly 

called New Plymouth and three at the least of the Inhabitants of 

or Proprietors of Land within the Territory formerly called the 

Province of Main and one at the leasts of the Inhabitants of or 

Proprietors of Land within the Territory lying between the River 

of Sagadahoc and Nova Scotia And that the said Councillors or 

Assistants or any of them shall or may at any time hereafter be 

removed or displaced from their respective Places or Trust of 

Councillors or Assistants by any Oreat or Oenerall Court or 

TaoMidM te Assembly And that if any of the said Councillors or Assistants 

flitod. ^ shall happen to dye or be removed as aforesaid before the Oenerall 

day of Elec€6n That then and in every such Case the Great and 

Generall Court or Assembly at their first sitting may proceed to a 

New ElecfiSn of one or more Councillors or Assistants in the roome 

or place of such Councillors or Assistants soe dying or removed 

jndrndittiAH And Wee doe further Grant and Ordeyne that it shall and may be 

w«mLte(f 17 lawfull for the said Governour with the advice and consent of the 

withthttMiTioe Councill or Assistants from time to time to nominate and appoint 

ttMOoaadii Judges Commissioncrs of Oyer and Terminer Sheriffs Provosts 

Marshalls Justices of the Peace and other Officers to Our Councill 

-aadthaooai. and Courts of Justice belonging IBrobiheO alwayes that noe such 

^1 (q q^ BOtt* 

iM. Nominafi&n or Appointment of Officers be made without notice first % 

given or sufiions yssued out seaven dayes before such Nomina6&n or 

Appointment vnto such of the said Councillors or Assistants as shall 

Oaths to be be at that time resideing within Our said Province SMb &UX Will 

p^%^£n and Pleasure is that the Governour and Leivten^ or Deputy 

'^'^^'^"^^ Governour and Councillors or Assistants for the time being and all 

other Officers to be appointed or Chosen as aforesaid shall before the 

Yndertakeing the Execu6&n of their Offices and Places respectively 

take their severall and respective Oaths for the due and faithfull 

performance of their duties in their severall and respective Offices 

and Places and alsoe the Oaths appointed by the said Act of 

Parliament made in the first yeare of Our Reigne to be taken 
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instead of the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy and shall make 
repeate and subscribe the Declara66n men66ned in the said Act 
before such Person or Persons as are bj these presents herein after 
appointed (that is to say) The Oovemour of Our said Proyince or 
Territory for the time being shall take the said Oaths and make 
repeate and subscribe the said Declera66n before the Leivten^ or Bcforawham 
Deputy Goyemour or in his absence before any two or more of the 
said Persons hereby Nominated and appointed the present Council- 
lors or Assistants of Our said Province or Territory to whom Wee 
doe by these presents give full power and Authority to give and 
administer the same to 04r said Oovemour accordingly and after 
Our said Oovemour shall be sworn and shall have subscribed the 
sd Declara£6n that then Our Leivten* or Deputy Oovemour for the 
time being and the Councillors or Assistants before by these presents 
Nominated and appointed shall take the said Oaths and make repeat 
and subscribe the said Declara£6n before Our said Oovemour and 
tliat every such person or persons as shall (at any time of the Annuall 
EIec56ns or otherwise vpon death or removeall) be appointed to be 
the New Councillors or Assistants and all other Officers to bee 
hereafter chosen from time to time shall take the Oaths to their 
respective Offices and places belonging and alsoe the said Oaths 
appointed by the said Act of Parliament to be taken instead of the 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy and shall make repeate and 
subscribe the declara£6n men6ttned in the said Act before the 
Gtovemour or Leivten^ or Deputy Oovemour or any two or mor 
Councillors or Assistants or such other Person or Persons as shall 
be appointed thereunto by the Oovemour for the time being to 
whom Wee doe therefore by these presents give full power and 
authority from time to time to give and administer the same 
respectively according to Our true meaning herein before declared 
without any Cofiiission or further Warrant to bee had and obteyned 
from vs Our Heires and Successors in that behalfe Sinti Our Will 
and Pleasure is and Wee doe hereby require and CofSand that all 
and every person and persons hereafter by Vs Our Heires and 
Successors nominated and appointed to the respective Offices of 
Governour or Leiv* or Deputy Oovemour and Secretary of Our mn^nmn- 
said Province or Territory (which said Oovemour or Liev* or SSST t£^ 
Deputy Oovemour and Secretary of Our said Province or Territory SSS^^ 
for the time being Wee doe hereby reserve full power and Authority 
to Ys Our Heires and Successors to Nominate and appoint accord- 
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ingly shall before be or tbej be admitted to the ExecuoSn of their 

respective Offices take aswell the Oath for the due and faithfull 

performance of the said Offices respectively as alsoe the Oaths 

appointed by the said Act of Parliament made in the said First yeare 

of Oar Beigne to be taken instead of the said Oaths of Allegiance 

and Supremacy and shall alsoe make repeate and subscribe the 

Declara65n appointed by the said Act in such manner and before 

Ptonou bora la such pcrsous as af orcsaid SiXii fuxtlftt Our Will and Pleasure is 

tcTtaa^^M and Wee doe hereby for Ys Our Heires and Successors Grant 

M^wbjaoto Establish and Ordaine That all and every of the Subjects of Vs Our 

Heires and Successors which shall goe to and Inhabit within Our 

said Province and Territory and every of their Children which shall 

happen to be bom there or on the Seas in goeing thither or returning 

from thence shall have and enjoy all Libertyes and Immunities of 

Free and naturall Subjects within any of the Dominions of Vs Our 

Heires and Successors to all Intents Construc66ns and purposes 

whatsoever as if they and every of them were borne within this Our 

Iftrablt^ of England and for the greater Ease and Encouragement of 

Our Loveing Subjects Inhabiting our said Province or Territory of 

the Massachusetts Bay and of such as shall come to Inhabit there 

jjomttf of ooB- Wee doe by these presents for vs Our heires and Successors Grant 

to^iSiSuB Establish and Ordaine that for ever hereafter there shall be a 

**** liberty of Conscience allowed in the Worshipp of God to all Christians 

(Except Papists) Inhabiting or which shall Inhabit or be Resident 

Gtyremor, Ac, withiu our Said Province or Territory 0nh Wee doe hereby Grant 

tbeoiitiuap. and Ordaine that the Gouemor or leiveten* or Deputy Gouemor of 

KSbtomta our said Province or Territory for the time being or either of them 

or any two or more of the Councill or Assistants for the time being 

as shall be thereunto appointed by the said Gouemor shall and may 

at all times and from time to time hereafter have full Power and 

Authority to Administer and give the Oathes appointed by the said 

Act of Parliament made in the first yeare of Our Beigne to be 

taken instead of the Oathes of Allegiance and Supremacy to all and 

every person and persons which are now Inhabiting or rcsideing 

within our said Province or Territory or which shall at any time 

or times hereafter goe or passe thither And wee doe of our further 

The6«Bnia Gracc certaine knowledge and meer mo£6n Grant Establish and 

end toenoT' Ordaiuc f or Ys our heires and Successors that the great and Oenerall 

waxuoineSSai, Court or Assembly of our said Province or Territory for the time 

being Convened as aforesaid shall for ever nave full Power and 
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Authoritf to Erect and Constitute Judicatories and Courts of 
Becord or other Courts to be held in the name of Vs Our heii'es 
and Successora for the Hearing Trying and Determining of all 
manner of Crimes Ofifences Pleas Processes Plaints Ac66n8 Matters 
Causes and things whatsoever ariseing or happening within Our 
said Province or Territory or between persons Inhabiting or resideing 
there whether the same be Criminall or Civill and whether the said 
Crimes be Capitall or not Capitall and whether the said Pleas be 
Beall personall or mixt and for the awarding and makeing out of 
Execution thereupon To which Courts and Judicatories wee doe 
hereby for vs our heirs and Successors Oive and Orant full power 
and Authority from time to time to Administer oathes for the better 
Discovery of Truth in any matter in Controversy or depending 
before them 0ith wee doe for vs Our Heires and Successors Grant o^fwoor, wuk 
Establish and Ordaine that the Oouernor of our said Province or ahau have the 
Territory for the time being with the Councill or Assistants may gg^ES gjg^ 
doe execute or performe all that is necessary for the Probate of 
Wills and Granting of Administra6&ns for touching or concerning 
any Interest or Estate which any person or persons shall have within 
our said Province or Territory 0ith tsUftXtBi Wee judge it necessary 
that all our Subjects should have liberty to Appeale to vs our 
heires and Successors in Cases that may deserve the same Wee doe ijppMbto«iN ' 
by these presents Ordaine that incase either party shall not rest i>«noBaii!o!^ 
satisfied with the Judgement or Sentence of any Judicatories or 
Courts within our said Province or Territory in any Personall 
Acc&n wherein the matter in difference doth exceed the value of 
three hundred Pounds Sterling that then he or they may appeale 
to vs Our heires and Successors in our or their Privy Councill 
Provided such Appeale be made within Fourteen dayes after y* 
Sentence or Judgement given and that before such Appeale be 
allowed Security be given by the party or parties appealing in the 
value of the matter in Difference to pay or Answer the Debt or 
Damages for the which Judgement or Sentence is given With such 
Costs and Damages as shall be Awarded by vs Our Heires or 
Successors incase the Judgement or Sentence be affirmed SMb -pro?id«dM 
ProbiBrh alsoe that no Execution shall be stayd or suspended hi^'^S^ 
by reason of such Appeale vnto vs our Heires and Successors in our appeio. 
or their Privy Councill soe as the party Sueing or takeing out 
Execution doe in the like manner give Security to the value of the 
matter in difference to make Bestitucion in Case the said Judgement 
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TiM o«Deni or Sentence be reyersed or annul'd ypon the said Appeale flnh we 

Court nnpow* ' 

end to make doc further f or T8 our Heires and Successors Give and Grant to the 
MBttotoei»w» gaid Governor and the great and Generall Court or Assembly of 
our said Province or Territory for the time being full power and 
Authority from time to time to make ordaine and establish all 
manner of wholsome and reasonable Orders Laws Statutes and 
Ordinances Directions and Instructions either with penalties or 
without (soe as the same be not repugnant or contrary to the Lawes 
of this our Realme of England) as they shall Judge to be for the 
good and welfare of our said Province or Territory And for the 
Gouernment and Ordering thereof and of the People Inhabiting or 
who shall Inhabit the same and fof the necessary support and 
-■ad to BUM Defence of the Government thereof flllh wee doe for vs our 

md Mttls olTil 

^Bcm, exoept, Hcires and Successors Giue and grant that the said Generall Court 
or Assembly shall have full power and Authority to name and settle 
Annually all Civill Officers within the said Province such Officers 
Excepted the Election and Constitution of whome wte have by 
these presents reserved to vs Our Heires and Successors or to the 
Governor of our said Province for the time being and to Settforth 
the severall Duties Powers and Lymitts of every such Officer to be 
appointed by the said Generall Court or Assembly and the formes 
of such Oathes not repugnant td the Lawes and Statutes of this our 
Realme of England as shall be respectiuely Administred vnto them 

TotaBpoMflnM, for the Execution of their severall Offices and places And alsoe to 

Ae., Mid taxM * 

J^J^jJjjjJ^ ^ impose Pines mulcts Imprisonments and other Punishments And 

SflttjESooT- *^ Impose and leavy proportionable and reasonable Assessments 

g^^ Rates and Taxes vpon the Estates and Persons of all and every the 

Proprietors and Inhabitants of our said Province or Territory to be 

Issued and disposed of by Warrant vnder the hand of the Governor 

of our said Province for the time being with the advice and Consent 

of the Councill for Our service in the necessary defence and support 

of our Government of our said Province or Territory and the 

Protection and Preservation of the Inhabitants there according to 

such Acts as are or shall be in force within our said Province and 

To vnftM^n- to dispose of matters and things whereby our Subjects inhabitants 

ord CTMdS i of our said Province may be Religiously peaceably and Civilly 

tiM Indiana, Govemcd Protected and Defended soe as their good life and orderly 

Conversation may win the Indians Natives of the Country to the 

knowledge and obedience of the onely true God and Saviour of 

. Mankinde and the Christian- Faith which his Royall Majestic our 



— andtodaflna 
thaird«tiaa,&c. 
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Boyall Grandfather king Charles the first in his said Letters Patents :j,!Swg!L^ 
declared was his Boyall Intentions And the Adventurers free SSSiSoti, 
Possession ^ to be the Princepall end of the said Plantation And t^^ft^^JJ;. 
for the better secureing and maintaining Liberty of Conscience ^!£S^2;^ 
hereby granted to all persons at any time being and resideing within ^^hw^^ 
our said Province or Territory as aforesaid WilUlig Comanding USSSL*^"*^ 
and Bequireimg^ and by these presents for vs Our heircs and wuuaguMi 
Successors Ordaining and appointing that all such Orders Lawes ^MtoM? 
Statutes and Ordinances Instructions and Directions as shall be soe S^^S]^^ ^ 
made and published vnder our Scale of our said Province or Terri- 
tory shall be Carefully and duely observed kept and performed and 
put in Execution according to the true intent and meaning of these 
presents |9irobthfh alwaies and Wee doe by these presents for vs -praridadtiw 
Our Heires and Successors Establish and Ordaine thajb in the !!»▼• the iMg»^ 
frameing and passing of all such Orders Laws Statutes and Ordi- eieotioiu and 
nances and in all Elections and Acts of Government whatsoever to n«&^ 
be passed made or done by the said Generall Court or Assembly or 
in Councill the Governor of our said Province or Territory of the 
Massachusetts Bay in New England for the time being shall have 
the Negative voice and that without his consent or Approbation 
signified and declared in Writeing no such Orders Laws Statutes 
Ordinances Elections or other Acts of Government whatsoever soe 
to be made passed or done by the said Generall Assembly or in 
Councill shall be of any Force effect or validity anythimg ^ herein 
contained to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding 0nh wee lAwitoteMm 
doe for vs Our Heires and Successors Establish and Ordaine that the%t op^r. 
the said Orders Laws Statutes and Ordinances be by the first royai^aimroi»- 
opportunity after the makemg thereof sent or Transmitted vnto vs «»». 
Our Heires and Successors vnder the Publique Scale to be appointed 
by vs for Our or their approbation or Disallowance And that in- 
case all or any of them shall at any time within the space of three if diadiowed 
yeares next after the same shall have been presented to vs our jMn after pm- 
Heires an4 Successors in Our or their Privy Councill be disallowed ^^ oounca %o 

bo void* 

and reiected and soe signified by vs Our Heires and Successors 
vnder our or their Signe Manuall and Signett or by or in our or 
their Privy Councill vnto the Governor for the time being then such 
and soe many of them as shall be soe disallowed and riected ' shall 
thenceforth cease and determine and become vtterly void and of none SJJJ J^Sito. 
effect probiteO alwais that incase Wee our Heires or Successors SJIJ^JS,*" 
^ professbn. * Sic. • rejected. SS^SnJ^ 



r»- 
tba 
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shall not within the Terme of Three Yeares after the presenting of 

such Orders Lawes Statutes or Ordinances as aforesaid signifie our 

or their Disallowance of the same Then the said orders Lawes 

Statutes or Ordinances shall be and continue in full force and effect 

according to the true Intent and meaneing of the same vntill the 

Expiracon thereof or that the same shall be Repealed by the 

Tke Gttiwni Gencrall Assembly of our said province for the time being probiBfil 

toi^^tiSS^i? alsoe that it shall and may be Lawfull for the said Oovernor and 

vSaa^^v^ Oenerall Assembly to make or passe any Grant of Lands lying within 

the Bounds of the Golonys formerly called the CoUonys of the 



Massachusetts Bay and New Plymouth and province of Main in such 

manner as heretofore they might have done by vertue of any former 

Charter or Letters Patents which grants of lands within the Bounds 

aforesaid Wee doe hereby Will and ordaine to be and continue 

for ever of full force and effect without our further Approbation or 

-imtnocnDt Gonsont SLxiti soe as Neverthelesse and it is Our Boyall Will and 

of tiM sivida. Pleasure That noe Grant or Grants of any Lands lying or extending 

witiMrattiM from the Biver of Sagadehock to tlie Gulph of S^ Lawrence and 

tkn. Canada Bivers and to the Main Sea Northward and Eastward to be 

made or past by the Governor and Generall Assembly of our said 

Province be of any force validity or Effect vntill Wee Our Heires 

and Successors shall have Signified Our or their ApprobafiSn of the 

TiMOo?«niorto samc SMi Wee doe by these presents for vs Our Heires and Sue- 

niiitia lad to ccssors Grant Establish and Ordaine that the Governor of our said 

Province or Territory for the time being shall have full Power by 



himselfe or by any Gheif Gomander or other Officer or Officers to 

be appointed by him from time to time to traine instruct Exercise 

and Goveme the Militia there and for the 'speciall Defence and 

Safety of Our said Province or Territory to assemble in Martiali 

Array and put in Warlike posture the Inhabitants of Our said 

-toeoBdaei Provincc or Territory and to lead and Conduct them and with 

^!d1l!n?.7ithin them to Encounter Expulse Bepell Resist and pursue by force of 

pminM I Armes aswell by Sea as by Land within or without the limitts of 

Our said Province or Territory and alsoe to kill slay destroy and 

Conquer by all fitting wayes Enterprises and meanes whatsoever all 

and every such Person and Persons as shall at any time hereafter 

Attempt or Enterprize the de8truc£6n Invasion Detriment or 

-tovMBMrtiii Annoyance of Our said Province or Territory and to vse and exer- 

cise the Law Martiali in time of actuall Warr Invasion or Rebellion 

as occasion shall necessarily require and alsoe from time to time to 
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Erect Forts and to fortifie any place or Places within Our said -toenefcMid 
Province or Territory and the same to furnish with all necessary ao. ; 
Amuni66n Provisions and Stores of Warr for OfiTence or Defence 
and to comitt from time to time the Custody and Government of 
the same to such Person or Persons as to him shall seem meet And 
the said Forts and Fortifica€6ns to demolish at his Pleasure and to 
take and surprise by all waies and meanes whatsoever all and every 
such Person or Persons with their Shipps Arms Ammunicbn and 
other goods as shall in a hostile manner Invade or attempt the 
Invading Conquering or Annoying of Our said Province or Territory 
|9robt9(h alwayes and Wee doe by these presents for Vs Our Heires _provi<iedb« 
and Successors Grant Establish and Ordeyne That the said Gov- J^,^^" 
ernour shall not at any time hereafter by vertue of any power SSib^^^ 
hereby granted or hereafter to be granted to him Transport any of ^J^SHi 
the Inhabitants of Our said Province or Territory or oblige them to 
march out of the Limitts of the same without their Free and 
voluntary consent or the Consent of the Great and Generall Court 
or Assembly of Our said Province or Territory nor grant Comissions _Bar«xerdid 
for exerciseing the Law Martiall vpon any the Inhabitants of Our S^l^ll^LuO). 
said Province or Territory without the Advice and Consent of the ^^^ud 
Councill or Assistants of the same ISrobtQrh in like manner and ^1^^ ^^ 

^^ T— Mi^gk ttf Htm 

Wee doe by these presents for Ys Our Heires and Successors oorenior't 
Constitute and Ordeyne that when and as often as the Govemour mtbi^i^ 
of Our said Province for the time being shall happen to dye or be theSraS^^ 
displaced by Ys Our Heires or Successors or be absent from his mppiy bi» 
Government That then and in any of the said Cases the Leivtenant 
or Deputy Govemour of Our said Province for the time being shall 
have full power and authority to doe and execute all and every 
such Acts Matters and things which Our Governour of Our said 
Province for the time being might or could by vertue of these Our 
Letter Patents lawfully doe or execute if he were personally 
present vntill the returne of the Governour soe absent or Arrivall 
or Constitu66n of such other Governour as shall or may be 
appointed by Ys Our Heires or Successors in his stead and that 
when and as often as the Governour and Lievtenant or Deputy ib cms of the 
Govemour of Our said Province or Territory for the time being bSS'i&Swi^r 
shall happen to dye or be displaced by Ys Our Heires or Successors ^SlS^Se* 
or be absent from Our said Province and that there shall be no a!a ooondito 
person within the said Province Comissionated by Ys Our Heires **'**' 
or Successors to be Governour within the same Then and in every 



28 CHABTEB OF THE PROVINCE [1001 

of the said Cases the Councill or Assistants of Our said Province 
shall have full power and Authority and Wee doe hereby give and 
grant vnto the said Councill or Assistants of Our said Province for 
the time being or the Major parte of them full power and Authority 
to doe and execute all and every such Acts matters and things 
which the said Govemour or Leivtenant or Deputy Govemour of 
Our said Province or Territory for the time being might or could 
lawfully doe or exercise if they or either of them were personally 
present vntill the retuiiie of the Oovemour Leivtenant or Deputy 
Grovemor soe Absent or Arrivall or ConstituC&n of such other 
Govemour or Leivtenant or Deputy Govemour as shall or may be 
appointed by Ys Our Heires or Successors from time to time |9i:o^ 
btHeh alwaies and it is hereby declared that nothing herein shall 
Adfldnitj DOW- extend or be taken to Erect or grant or allow the Exercise of any 
StoL tJ^wA to Admirall Court Jurisdic66n Power or Authority but that the same 
^^^ shall be and is hereby resei^ed to Ys and Our Successors and shall 
from time to time be Erected Granted and exercised by vertue of 
Comissions to be yssued vnder the Great Scale of England or vnder 
the Seale of the High Admirall or the Comissioners for executing 
The fiihiag the Office of High Admirall of England SMb fuxtlftt Our expresse 
•bridced. Will and Pleasure is And Wee doe by these presents for Ys Our 

Heires and Successors Ordaine and appoint that these Our Letters 
Patents shall not in any manner Enure or be taken to abridge bar 
or hinder any of Our loveing Subjects whatsoever to vse and exer- 
cise the Trade of Fishing vpon the Coasts of New England but that 
Liberty to flah they and every of them shidl have full and free power and Libertie 
Hew^jduid to continue and vse their said Trade of Fishing vpon the said Coasts 
in any of the seas therevnto adjoyning or any Arms of the said Seas 
or Salt Water Rivers where they have been wont to fish and to 
— aadtoiniiid buUd and set vpon the Lands within Our said Province or CoUony 
j^MonwMto^ lying wast and not then possesst by perticuler Proprietors such 
Mdu^AA. ^harfes Stages and Workhouses as shall be necessary for the 
salting drying keeping and packing of their Fish to be taken or 
~ tod to out (rotten vpon that Coast And to Cutt down and take such Trees and 

trees and tak» or 

^"^tfiST^ other Materialls there growing or being vpon any parts or places 

porpoee, lying wast and not then in possession of particular proprietors as 

shall be needfuU for that purpose and for all other necessary eas- 

ments helps and advantages concerning the Trade of Fishing there 

toeTbm'dMMir i" ^^^^ manner and forme as they have been heretofore at any time 

accustomed to doe without makeing any Wilfull Wast or Spoile any 
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thing in these presents conteyned to tiie contrary notwithstanding 
0nh lattli; for the better provideing and f urniBhing of Maats for Oar Tnm at lor 
Boyall Navy Wee doe hereby reserve to Vb Our Heires and Sue- £?S^S^ 
cessors all Trees of the Diameter of Twenty Four Inches and SoSmt ^^ 



vpwards of Twelve Inches from the ground growing vpon any soyle 
or Tract of Land within Our said ^Province or Territory not here- 
tofore granted to any private persons And Wee doe restraine and 
forbid all persons whatsoever from felling cutting or destroying any 
such Trees without the Boyall Lycence of Ys Our Heires and Suc- 
cessors first had and obteyned vpon penalty of Forfeiting One PMi^for 
Hundred Founds sterling vnto Ous Our Heires and Successors for mm^ "^ 
every such Tree soe felled cutt or destroyed without such Lycence 
had and obteyned in that behalfe any thing in these presents con- 
teyned to the contrary in any wise Notwithstanding J(a WHtfXiiit 
whereof Wee have caused these our Letters to be made Patents 
WEiitnttUt Ourselves att Westminster the Seaventh Day of October 
in the Third yeare of Our Beigne 

By Writt of Privy Scale 

PIGOTT 

Pro Fine m Hanapmio quadragirU Mareai 

J. tbevob a S. 

W. Bawlinbon C & 

O. HUTCHINS (7. S.^ 

1 Sir John Trevor, Sir William Rawlinflon, and Sir George Hntchhit were 
appointed Lords Commissionere of the Great Seal, 16 May, 1690 ; and .were 
miooeeded by Lord Somere as Chancellor, 8 May, 1608. 
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jfiLfotfit lbs fbt (Sxatt of SOU of ffreat Htftain J^rand; 

U9 and Ireland king Defender of ihe Faith Ac Ito all to 
whom these Presents shall come Oreeting tSSOfittU Our 
late Royal Predecessors William and Mary King and Qaeen of 
England Ac Did by their letters Patents nnder their Oreat Seal of 
England bearing Date at Westminster the Seventh dieiy of October 
in the Third year of their Beign for themselves their Heires and 
Saccessors Ynite Erect and Incorporate Ihe Territories and Colonies 
oommonly called or known by the Names of the Colony of the Massa- 
chusetts Bay and Colony of New Plymouth the Province of Main the 
Territory called Accada or Nova Scotia and all that Tract of land 
lying between the said Territorys of Nova Scotia and the said Prov- 
ince of Main into One Beall Province by the Name of Oar Province 
of the Massachusetts Bay in New England 0ntl VK||nta0 their said 
late Majesties King William and Queen Mary did by Ihe said recited 
letters Patents (amongst other things therein contained) for them- 
selves their Heires and Successors Ordain and Orant that there 
should and might be Convened held and kept by the (Governor for 
the time being upon every last Wednesday in the Month of May 
every year forever and at all such other times as the (Governor 
of their said Province should think fitt and Appoint a Oreat and 
Generall Court or Assembly which said Oreat and Oenerall Court 
or Assembly should Consist of the Oovemour and Council or 
Assistants for the time being and of such Freeholders of their said 
Province or Territory as should be from time to time elected or 
deputed by the major part of the Freeholders and other Inhabitants 
of the respective Towns or places who should be present at such 
Elec66ns each of the said Towns and places being thereby impowered 
to Elect and Depute two Persons and no more to Sc^e for and 
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represent them reBpectively in the said Great and (Jenerall Coart 
or Assembly and that the Ooyemor for the time being should 
have foil Power and Authority from time to time as he should 
Judge necessary to adjourn Prorogue and Dissolve all Great and 
General Courts or Assemblies met and Convened as aforesaid And 
did thereby also for themselves their Heires and Successors Provide 
Establish and Ordain that in the Framing and Passing of all Orders 
laws Statutes and Ordinances and in all Elec£6ns and Acts of 
Government whatsoever to be passed made or done by the said 
General Court or Assembly or in Council the Governor of the said 
Province or Territory of the Massachusetts Bay in New England 
for the time l^eing should have the Negative Voice and that without 
his Consent or Approba66n Signified and Declared in writing no 
such Orders laws Statutes Ordinances Elec£&ns or other Acts of 
Government whatsoever so to be made passed or done by tibe said 
General AssemUy or in Council should be of any force Effect or 
Validity any thing therein contained to the contrary in any wise 
notwithstanding as in and by the said letters Patents (relafiSn being 
therevnto had) may more fully and at large appeare SLtOi 
WXIftttU no Provision is made by the said recited letters Patents 
touching the Nominafittn and Elec6&n of a Speaker of the Repre- 
sentatives Assembled in any Great and Generall Court of Our 
said Province nor any particular Beserva£5n made of the Sight of 
Vs Our Heires and Successors to approve or disapprove of such 
Speaker by the Governor of the said Province appointed or to be 
appointed by Vs or them for the time being And no power is 
Granted by tiie said recited letters Patents to the said House of 
Representatives to adjourn themselves for any time whatsoever by 
means whereof divers Doubts and Controversies have Arisen within 
Our said Province to the Interrup66n of the Publick Business thereof 
and the obstrucfi&n of Our Service ftttofD ^tt therefore that for 
removing the said Doubts and Controversies and preventing the 
like mischiefs for the future And also for the further EzplanaMn 
of the said recited letters Patents Wee of Our Especial Grace certain 
knowledge and meer mofittn Have Granted Ordained and Appointed 
And by these Presents for Vs Our Heirs and Successors Do Will 
Grant Ordain and Appoint that for ever hereafter the Representa^ 
tives Assembled in any Great or General Court of Our said Province 
to be hereafter Summoned shall upon the first day of their Assem- 
bling Elect a fit Person out ot the said Representatives to be Speaker 
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SpMkwtoba of the House of BepresentativeB in such General Court and that the 
m^S^''*' Person so Elected shall from time to time be presented to the 
'"**' Governor of Our said Province for the time being or in his absence 
to the lieutenant Governor or Comander in Chief of Our said 
Province for the time being for his Approba€&n to which Governor 
lieutenant Governor and Comander in Chief respectively Wee do 
hereby for Ys Our Heires and Successors Give full power and 
Authority to approve or disapprove of the Person so Elected and 
presented which approba66n or disapproba66n shall be Signifyed 
by him by Message in writing under his hand to the said House 
of Representatives ' And in Case such Govemour lieutenant Gov- 
ernor or Coffiander in Chief shall disapprove of t(he Person so 
Elected and presented or the Person so Elected and presented being 
approved as aforesaid shall happen to dye or by sickness or other- 
wise be disabled from Officiating as Speaker in every such Case the 
said Representatives so Assembled shall forthwith Elect an other 
Person to be Speaker of the House of Representatives to be pre- 
sented and approved or disapproved in manner as aforesaid and so 
from time to time as often as the Person so Elected and presented 
shall be disapproved of or happen to dye or become disabled as afore- 
said 01th Our further Will and Pleasure is and Wee do by these 
tbemt^^MM? presents of Our more abundant Grace for Ys Our Heires and 
^^wmEooi Successors Grant Ordain and Appoint that it shall and may be 
lawfuU to and for the Representatives assembled in any Great or 
Oenerall Court of Our said Province for the time being for ever 
hereafter to Adjourn themselves from day to day (and if occasion 
shall require) for the space of two days but not for any longer time 
than for the space of two days without leave from the Governor 
or in his Absence [from] the lieutenant Governor or Comander 
in Chief of Our said Province for the time being first had and 
obtained in that behalfe any thing in the said recited letters Patents 
contained to the Contrary thereof in any wise Notwithstanding 
ffitobidfh always that nothing in these presents contained shall 
Extend or be Construed to Extend to revoke alter or prejudice the 
Power and Authority by the said recited letters Patents Granted 
to the Governor of the said Province for the time being 'to Adjourn 
Prorogue and Dissolve all Great and Greneral Courts or Assemblies 
of Our said Province j3ith iLatftl^ Wee do by these presents for Ys 
Our Heires and Successors Grant that these Our letters Patents or 
the Enrollment or Exemplifica£6n thereof shall be in and by all 
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things good firm yalid and Effectual in the law according to the 
true intent and meaning thereof notwithstanding the not rightly or 
fully reciting men£6ning or describing the said recited letters 
Patents or the Date thereof or any other Omission Imperfec£5n 
Defect matter Gaute or thing whatsoever to the Contrary thereof 
in any wise notwitlistanding ]^n WLittttSlSl whereof Wee have Caused 
these Our letters to bo made Patents WSiitXitM William Archbishop 
of Canterbury and the rest of the Guardians and Justices of the 
Kingdom at Westminster the Six and twentieth day of August in 
the twelfth year of Our Reign 

By Writ of Privy Seal 

COCKS 

[Endorsed:] 

MctuachttsetU* Bay Explanatory (Jhre, 
^tpetuUy. 

COCKS. 
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JOSEPH DUDLEY^S COMMISSION 



AS 



PRESIDENT OP THE COUNCIL FOE NEW ENGLAND 



8 October, 1686 ^ 



^eam0 iti^ jfcetonH Bp t^ 4Bnice of 4Bttti |^ To all to 

Whome these Presents shall come Oreeting 

Whereas a Writt of Scire facias hath been issued out of 
our high Court of Chancery against the late Governor & 
Company of the Massachusetts Bay in New Eng- j^ conoM- 



land Whereby the Government of that Colony & «<w>«J 
members thereof is now in our hands and Wee cUtb'm Koy« 
being minded to give all proteccon & Encourage- Angiia 
ment to our good subjects therein and to provide in the most 
effectuall manner that due & impartiall Justice may bee 
admistred in all cases Civill and Criminall and that all possible 
care may be taken for the just quiet & orderly government of 
the same know yee therefore that Wee by and with the 
advice of our Privy Councell have thought fitt to Erect & 
Constitute and by these p'sents for us our heires & Successors 
do Erect constitute and apoint a President & Councill to take 
care of all that our Territory & Dominion of New England 
in America co5nly called & knowne by the name of our 
Colony of the Massachusetts Bay and our Provinces of New 

^ ThiB heading, as throughout the yolume, is not a part of the Commission, 
having been inserted for oonvenienoe by the Editor. A short rule always 
separates the heading from the Commission. 
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Hampshire & Maine and the Narragansett Country other* 



wise called the Kings Provinoe with all the Islands Bights 
and Members thereunto apperteyning and to Order rule & 
goveme the same according to such methods & R^ulacdns as 
are herein after specified & declared vntill our CheiC Governor 
shall arrive within our said Colonyes And for the better 
execucon of our Boyall pleasure in this behalf e Wee do hereby 
noiate & appoint our trusty & Welbeloved subject ^O^q^ 
&>llblep Esq' to be the first President of the said Ciouncell 
and to continue in the said Office vntill we our Heires or 
Successors shall otherwise direct And Wee do likewise 
noiate & appoint our Trusty & welbeloved subjects Simon 
Bradstreet William Stoughton Peter Bulkley John Pinchon 
Bobert Mason Bichard Wharton Wait Winthorp Nathaniel 
Saltenstall Bartholomew Gidney Jonathan Trigg ^ John 
Usher Dudley Bradstreet John Hincks Francis Champemoon 
Edward Ting John Fitz Winthrop & Edward Bandolph 
Esq" to be of our Councell within our said Territories & 
Colonies And that the said Joseph Dudley and every suc- 
ceeding President of the said Coimcell shall & may nominate 
& appoint any one of the members of the said Councell for 
the time being to be his Deputy and to Preside in his absence 
And that the said President or his Deputy and any Seaven of 
the said Councell shalbe a Quorum and our expresse Will 
and pleasure is that no person shalbe admitted to sitt or 
have a vote in the said Councell vntill he hath taken the 
Oath of Allegiance and the Oath hereafter menconed for the 
due & impartiall Execucon of Justice & the faithfull dis- 
charge of the trust in them reposed which Oathes wee do 
hereby authorize & direct the said Simon Bradstreet William 
Staughton^ Peter Bulkeley John Pinchon Bobert Mason 
Bichard Wharton Wait Winthrop Nathaniel Saltenstall 
Bartholomew Gidney Jonathan Ting^ John Usher Dudley 
Bradhurst ^ John Hincks Henry ^ Champemon Edward Ting 

^ Sic. 
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John Fitz-Winthrop & Edward Randolph or any three of 
them first to adimniBter vnto the said Joseph Dudley the 
First President and the said Joseph Dudley having first 
taken the said oaths Wee do Will authorize and require him 
and the President for the time being to administer the same 
from time to time to all & every other the members of our 
said Councell And wee do hereby will & require & C!oinand 
our said President & Councell and every of them to Whom 
this our pleasure shaJbe made known that all excuses what- 
soever sett apart they fail not to assemble & meet together 
at our Towne of Boston in New England assoon as may be 
within the space of Twenty dajes at the furthest next after 
the arrivall of this Our Comission at Our said Towne of Bos- 
ton and there to cause this our Comission or letters Patents 
to be read before such of them as shall be there assembled 
together with the Exemplificacon of the Judgem* passed in 
high ^ Court of Chancery against the said late Governor & 
Company of the Massachusetts Bay And having duely first 
taken the said Oathes to proceed to choose noiate & appoint 
such Officers & servants as they shall fitt & necessary for 
Our service and also to appoint such other time & place for 
their future meetings as they or the major part of them 
whereof the president or his Deputy to be one shall thinke 
fitt & agree And our Will & Pleasure is that our said Coun* 
cell shall from time to time have & vse such Seal only for 
the Sealing their Acts and Orders & Proceedings as shall be 
appointed by vs our heires & successors for that purpose 
And Wee do by these p'sents for vs our heires and successors 
constitute establish declare & appoint our said President & 
Councell and their Successors for the time being to be a Con- 
stant & settled Court of Becord for the administracon of 
Justice to all our subjects inhabiting within the limitts afore- 
said in all Causes aswell Civill as Criminall And that the 
President or any seaven of the Councell for the time being 

1 Sic: oar high. 
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shall have full power & authority to hold Plea in all Cases 
from time to time aswell in pleas of the Crowne and in all 
matters relating to the conservac^ of the Peace and .punish- 
ment of Offenders as in Civill Suits and Aocons between 
party & party or between ys and any of our subjects there 
whether the same do concern the Bealty & relate to any 
right of Freehold & Inheritance or whether the same do con* 
cem the personalty and relate to some .matter of debt 
Contract damage or other personall Injury And also in all 
mixt Accons which may concern both Beality & psonality 
and therein after due & orderly proceedings & deliberate hear- 
ing of both sides to give Judgement & to award Execucon 
aswell in Criminall as in Civill Cases as aforesaid so alwaies 
that the formes of proceedings in such Cases & the Judge- 
ments thereupon to be given be as consonant & agreeable to 
the Lawes & Statutes of this our Realme of England as the 
p'sent State & Condicon of our subjects Inhabiting within 
the Limitts aforesaid and the circumstances of the place will 
admitt And the President & Councell for the time being 
and every one of them respectively before they be admitted 
to their severall & respective offices & charges shall also take 
this oath following you shall sweare well & truely to ad- 
minister Justice to all his maties good subjects inhabiting 
within the J^erritory and Dominion of New England vnder 
this his maties Government and also duely & faithfully to 
discharge & execute the trusts in you reposed according to 
the best of your knowledge you shall spare no person for 
favor or affeccon nor any person grieve for hatred or ill will 
So help you God And Wee doe further hereby give & grant 
vnto our said President & Councell or to the major part of 
them full power & authority to erect constitute & establish 
such and soe many County Courts & other Inferior Courts of 
Judicature & publick Justice within our said Colony & Do- 
minion as they shall think fitt and necessary for the hearing 
& determining of all Causes aswell Criminall as Civill accord- 
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ing to Law & equity and for awarding of execucon thereupon 
with all reasonable & necessary powers authoritys Fees & 
priviledges belonging ynto them Nevertheless It is pur 
Will & pleasure and soe we do hereby expressly declare that 
it shall and may be lawful! from time to time to & for all 
and every person who shall think him or themselves ag- 
grieved by any sentence Judgement or decree pnounced* given 
or made as aforesaid in about or concerning the title of any 
Land Or other reall estate or in any personal! Accon or suit 
above the value of three hundred pounds & not vnder to 
appeale from such Judgement Sentence & Decree vnto vs in 
our Privy Councel But with & vnder this Caution & lim- 
itacon that the Appellant shall first enter into and give good 
Security to pay full coste in case no Beleif e shall be obteyned 
vpon such Appeale And for the better defence & security of 
all our Loving Subjects within our said Territory & Dominion 
of New England our further Will & pleasure is and Wee do 
hereby authorize require & Comand our said President & 
Councell for the time being in Our name and vnder the Scale 
by vs appointed or to bee appointed to be vsed to give & 
yssue forth Comissions from time to time to such person & 
persons whom they shall Judge best qualified for the Begula- 
con & discipline of the militia of our said Territory & 
Dominion and for the arraying & mustering the Inhabitante 
thereof & instructing them how to beare & vse their Armes 
and that care be taken that such good discipline shall be 
observed as by the said Councell shalbe prescribed And 
that if any Invasions shall at any time be made or other 
destrucc^ Detriment or annoyance made or done by Indians 
or others vpon or vnto our good subjects inhabiting within 
the sayd Territory & Dominion We by these p'sente for vs 
our heires and Successors declare ordeyne & grant that it 
shall & may bee febwfull to & for our said subjecte so comis- 
sioned by our said Councell from time to time and at all 
times for their speciall defence & safety to encounter expell 
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repell & resist by force of armes and all other fitting wayes 
& means whatsoever all and every such person & persons as 
shall at any time hereafter attempt or enterprise the destruc- 
con Invasion detrement or Annoyance of any of our said 
Loving Subjects or their plantacons or Estates And above 
all things Wee do by these p'sents will require & Comand 
Our said Councell to take all possible Care for the discount- 
enance of all vice and incouragem^ of vertue & good Living 
that by such Example the Infidells may bee invited & desire 
to partake of the Christian Religion And for the greater 
Ease & satisfaccon of our said loving subjects in matter of 
Religion Wee do hereby will require & comand that liberty of 
Conscience shalbe allowed vnto all persons and that such 
especially as shall be conformable to the Rites of the Church 
of Englaoid shalbe pticulerly countenanced and encouraged 
And further Wee do by these p'sents for vs our heires & suc- 
cessors give & grant vnto the said Councell & their successors 
for the time being full & free liberty power & authority to 
heare & determine in all emergencies relating to the peace & 
good Government of our Subjects within the said Ftovince 
and also to sumon & convene any person or persons before 
them and Punish Contempts and to cause the oath of Alle- 
giance to be administred to all & every person & persons 
who shalbe admitted to any office or preferment and for 
supporting the charge of the Government of our said Territory 
& Dominion in New England, Our Will & pleasure is, and 
We do by these presents authorize & require the said Presi- 
dent & Councell to continue such Taxes & Imposicons as 
have been & now are laid & imposed vpon the Inhabitants 
thereof and that they levy & distribute, or cause the same to 
be levied & distributed to these Ends in the best & most 
equall manner they can. Also our will and pleasure is And 
Wee do hereby direct & appoint that if the said President of 
Our Councell shall happen to dy that then from and after the 
death of the said President, his Deputy, shall succeed him in 
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the Office of President, and shall & may nominate and Choose 
any one of the said Councell to be his Deputy to p^side in 
his absence And the said Deputy so succeeding shall continue 
in the said Office of President Tntill our further Will & pleach 
ure bee knowne therein And if any of the members of the 
said Councell shall happen to dy Our Will & pleasure is and 
Wee do hereby direct & appoint the President of our Councell 
for the time being to elect some other person to be a member 
of the said Councell for that time, and to send over the name 
of such person soe chosen, and the names of two more Whom 
our said President shall judge fittly qualified for the said 
trust that We our heires & successors may nominate & ap- 
point which of the three shall be the member in the place of 
the member 80 dying And lastly our wffl & pleasure is that 
the said Ptesident & Councell for the time being do p'pare 
and send vnto ys such rules & methods for their owne pro- 
ceedings as may best suit with the constituccml of our Territory 
& Dominion aforesaid and for the better establishing our 
authority there and the government thereof that We may 
alter or approve the same as Wee shall think fitt. In Wit- 
nes &c. Witnes the King at Westm' the eighjth of October 
'per ipmm Begem* 

Public Record Office, Patent RoUj 1 James II, Part 

8y No. 14. 



SIR EDMUND ANDROS^S FIRST COMMISSION 



AS 



GOVERNOR OP THE TERRITORY AND DOMINION 

OF NEW ENGLAND 



8 Juke, 1686 



^axMiS tfyt jfceconti Bp t^t 4Eitau of 4B(irti !ftitt0 of €tt0^ 
lanti a&cotlanH frattte attH Srelattli SDefetttier of ti^e ftat^ ^ 

To our Trusty and Welbeloved Sir Edmuio) Andros Knight 
Gfreeting 

Whereas the Goyemment of that part of our Territory 
and Dominion of New England hereafter menconed is now in 
Db ConoeMtbfM ^^ hauds and being minded to give all protection 
Andios miim' and eucouragemeut to our good subjects therein 

and to provide in the most effectuall manner 
for their security and Welfare Wee therefore reposeing 
especiall trust and confidence in the prudence courage and 
loyalty of you the said Sir ^Stmitttltl SUttnroU out of our 
especiall grace [and] certaine knowledge and meere Mocon 
have thought fitt to constitute and appoint and by these 
p'sents doe constitute and appoint you the said S' Ed- 
mund Andros to be our Captain Generall and Governor 
in Cheif e in and over all that our Territory and Dominion of 
New England in America comonly called & knowne by the 
name of our Colony of the Massachusetts Bay our Colony of 
New Plymouth and our Provinces of New Hampshire and 
Maine the Narragansett Country otherwise called the Kings 
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Province with all the Iselands rights and members to the 
said Colonies and Territories in any wise appertaining And 
for your better Guidance and direccon Wee doe hereby re- 
quire and Comand you to doe and execute all things in due 
manner that shall belong vnto the said Office [and] the Trust 
Wee have reposed in you according to the severall powers In- 
strucc^s and Authorities menconed in these p'sents or such 
further powers Instruccons and Authorities as you shall here- 
with receive or which shall at any time hereafter be granted 
or appointed you under our signett and signe manuall or by 
[our] Order in our Privy Councell and according to such 
reasonable laws and Statutes as are now in force or such 
other[s] as shall hereafter be made and Established within 
that our Territory and Dominion [of New England] afore- 
said And our Will and pleasure is that you the said Sir Ed% 
mund Andros haveing (after your arrivall in New England 
and publication of these our letters Patents) first taken the 
oath of Allegiance together with the oath of duely Execute- 
ing the Office of our Captain Generall and Grovemor in Cheif e 
of our said Territory and Dominion (which our Councell 
there or any three of them are hereby required authorized 
and impowred to give and Administer vnto you) you shall 
Administer unto each of the members of our Councell aswell 
the oath of Allegiance as the Oath [for] [of] the due Execcon 
of their [sefoerdC] places and Trust. And Wee doe hereby 
give and grant vnto you full power and Authority to suspend 
any member of our Councill from sitting voteing and Assist- 
ing therein as you shall finde just cause for [jfouf] soe doeing 
And if it shall [hereafter] at any time [hereafter] happen that 
by the death departure out of our said Territory or suspen- 
sion of any of our Councellors or that otherwise there shall 
be a vacancy in Our said Councill (any five whereof Wee doe 
hereby appoint to be a Quorum) Our will and pleasure is 
that you signifie the same vnto vs by the first oppertunity 
that Wee may vnder our Signett and Signe Manuall consti- 
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tute and appoint others in their room but that our affaires 
At that distance may not suffer for want of a due Number of 
Councellors if ever it shall happen that there are lesse than 
seaven of them resideing vpon the place Wee doe hereby give 
and grant [yn]to you full power and Authority to choose as 
many psons [out] of the principall Inhabitants thereof as will 
make vp the full number of our Councill to be seaven and 
noe more which persons by vertue of such Choice shall be to 
all intents and purposes our Councellors within our said Ter- 
ritory vntill they be confirmed by vs or that by nominacon 
of others by vs vnder our Signe Manuall and Signett the 
said Councell shall have seaven psons in it And Wee doe 
hereby give and grant vnto you full power and authority by 
and with the advice and Consent of our said Councell or the 
major part of them to make constitute and ordaine Laws 
Statutes and Ordinances for the publique peace Welfare and 
good Govemm^ of our said Territory and Dominion and of 
the people and Inhabitants thereof and such others as shall 
resort thereto and for the benefitt of vs our heires & Succes- 
sors Which said Laws Statutes and Ordinances are to be as 
neare as Conveniently may be agreeable to the Laws and 
Statutes of this our Kingdome of England Provided that 
all such Laws Statutes and Ordinances of what nature or 
duration soever be within three monthes or sooner after the 
makeing of the same transmitted vnto vs vnder our Seale of 
New England for our allowance or disapprobacon [of them] 
as allso Duplicates thereof by the next Conveyance And 
Wee doe by these p'sents give and grant vnto you full power 
and authority by and with the advice and consent of our said 
Councill or tiie major part of them to impose and assesse and 
raise and levy such rates and Taxes as you shall finds neces- 
sary for the support of the Govemm* within our Territory 
and Dominion of New England to be collected [and] levyed 
and to be employed to the vse[8] aforesaid in such manner 
as to you and our said Councill or the major part of them 



1680] AS GOVERKOB OF THE TBRRITORT, ETC, OF NEW ENGLAND 47 

shall seem most equall and reasonable And for the better 
supporting the Charge of the Govemm* of our said Territory 
and Dominion our Will and pleasure is and Wee doe by these 
p'sents authorise and require you the said Sir Edmund An- 
dros and our said Gouncill to continue such Taxes and Im- 
poeicons as are now laid and imposed vpon the Inhabitants 
thereof and to levy and distribute or cause the same to be 
leyyed and distributed to those ends in the best and most 
equall manner untill you shall by and with the advice and 
consent of our Councill agree on and seale^ such other taxes 
as shall be sufficient for the support of our Government there 
which are to be applyed to that vse and noe other And our 
further Will and pleasure is that all publick money raised or to 
be raised or appointed for the support of the Government 
within our said Territory and Dominion be issued out by War- 
rant or Order from you by and with the advice and Consent of 
our Councill as aforesaid And our Will and pleasure is that you 
shall and may keepe and vse our Scale appointed or to be ap- 
pointed by us for our said Territory and Dominion and Wee 
doe further give and grant vnto you the said Sir Edmund 
Andros full power and Authority from time to time and at 
any time[s] hereafter by your selfe or by any other to be 
authorized by you in that behalf e to administer and give the 
oath of Allegiance now established within this our Bealme 
of England to all and every such pson as you shall thinck 
fitt or shall at any time or times passe [v] [e]nto our said 
Territory or shall be [resident] [^Residemg'] or abideing there 
And Wee doe by these p'sents Ordaine donstitute and appoint 
our Governor and Councill of our said Territory and Domin- 
ion for the time being to be a constant and settled Court of 
Becord for the Administracon of Justice to all our subjects 
inhabiting within our said Territory and Dominion in all 
Causes aswell Civill as Criminall with full power and Au- 
thority to hold pleas in all Ca[tf ]ses from time to time as well 

1 Sic: settle. 
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in pleas of the Crowne and [in] all matters relateing to the 
Conservation of the peace and punishment of Offenders as 
[well] in Civill causes or Actions between party and party or 
between vs and any of our Subjects there Whether the same 
doe conceme the realty and relate to any right of Freehold and 
Inheritance or Whether the same doe conceme the psonalty 
and relate to matter of Debt contract damage or other psonall 
Injury and alsoe in all mixt Actions which may conceme 
both realty and personalty and therein after due and orderly 
proceeding and delibate hearing of both sides to give Judgem' 
and to award execucon aswell in Criminall as in Civill Cases 
as aforesaid soe alwayes that the formes of proceedings in 
such Cases and the Judgem"^ thereupon to be given be as 
Consonant and agreeable to the laws and Statutes of this our 
Bealme of England as the p'sent state and condicon of our 
Subjects inhabiting within our said Territory and Dominion 
and the Circumstances of the place will admitt And Wee 
doe further hereby give and grant vnto you full power and 
authority with the advice and consent of our said Councill to 
erect constitute and Establish such and soe many Courts of 
Judicature and publick Justice within our said Territory and 
Dominion as you and they shall think fitt and necessary for 
the determining of all Ca[u]ses aswell Criminall as Civill 
according to law and Equity and for awarding of Execucon 
thereupon with all reasonable and necessary powers Author- 
ities Fees and privilidges belonging [vn]to them as allsoe to 
appoint and Commissionate fitt psons in the severall parts of 
our said Territory to Administer the Oath of Allegiance 
vnto such as shall be obliged to take the same and Wee 
do hereby grant vnto you full power and Authority to con- 
stitute and appoint Judges and in Cases requisite comissioners 
of Oyr and Terminer Justices of the Peace Sheriffs and all 
other necessary Officers and Ministers Within our said Ter* 
ritory for the better Administracon of Justice and putting 
the laws in Execucon And to Administer such Oath and 
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Oathes as are usually given for the due Execucon and pf orm- 
ance of Offices And places and for the clearing of Truth in 
Judiciall Causes And our further Will and pleasure is And 
Wee doe hereby declare that all Actings and proceedings at 
Law or Equity heretofore had or done or now depending 
within any of the Courts of our said Territory and all Ex- 
ecucons thereupon be hereby confirmed and continued soe 
far forth as not to be avoided for want or defect of any 
legall power in the said Courts But that all and every such 
Judiciall actings proceedings and Execucons shall be of the 
same force effect and virtue as if such Courts had acted by a 
just and legall Authority And Wee doe further by these 
p'sents will and require you to pmitt Appealls to be made 
in cases of Error from Our Courts in Our said Territory and 
Dominion of New England vnto our Grovemor and Councill 
in Civill Causes provided the valine appealed for doe exceed 
the sume of one hundred pounds sterling and that security be 
first duely given by the Appellant to Answer such Charges 
as shall be awarded in case the first Sentence shall be 
affirmed And whereas Wee Judge it necessary that all our 
Subjects may have liberty to Appeall to our Royall pson in 
cases that may require the same Our Will and pleasure is 
that if either party shall not rest satisfied with the Judge- 
ment or Sentence of Our Governor and Councell they may 
then appeale [unto vs] in our Privy Councell Provided the 
matter in difference exceed the reall value [and sume] of 
three hundred pounds sterling and that such Appeale be made 
within one fortnight after Sentence And that security be like- 
wise [duely] given by the Appellant to answer such Charges 
as shall be awarded in case the Sentence of the Governor and 
Coimcill be confirmed and provided alsoe that Execucon be 
not suspended by reason of any such Appeale vnto vs And 
Wee doe hereby give and grant vnto you full power Where 
you shall see Cause and shall Judge any Offender or Offend- 
ers in Capitall and Criminall matters or for any Fines or 
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Forfeitures due vnto vs Fitt Objects of our mercy to pardon 
all such Offenders and to remitt such Fines and Forfeitures 
Treason[«] and Wilful! murder only excepted In which Cases 
you shall likewise have power vpon extraordinary occasions 
To grant Bepreives to the Offender[s] therein imtill and to the 
Intent our pleasure may be further knowne And Wee doe 
hereby give and grant vnto you the said Sir Edmund Andros 
by yourselfe your Captains and Comanders by you to be 
authorized full power and authority to levy arm[9] muster 
comand or employ all psons whatsoever resideing within our 
said Territory and Dominion of New England and as occa- 
sion shall serve [them] to transf err from one place to another 
for the resisting and withstanding of all enemies Pirates and 
Bebells both at land and Sea [and] to transferr such forces 
to any of our Plantac^os in America as occasion shall require 
for the Defence of the same against the [Invasion] llnnovatiori] 
or Attempt of any of our Enemies And them if occasion 
shall require to pursue and prosecute in or out of the limitts 
of our said Territory and Flantac^s or any of them And 
if it shall so please God them to vanquish and being taken 
either according to the law of Armes to putt to death or 
keepe and [p^serve] [reseaue] alive at your discretion As 
alsoe to execute martiall Law in time of Invasion Insur- 
reccon or Warr and dureing the continuance of the same and 
vpon Souldiers in pay and to doe and execute all and every 
other thing which to a Captain Generall doth or ought of 
right to belong as fully and amply as any our Captain Gren- 
erall doth or hath vsually done And Wee doe hereby give 
and grant vnto you full power and authority to erect raise 
and build Within our Territory and Dominion aforesaid such 
and soe many Forts Flatformes Castles Citties Burroughs 
Townes and Fortificaconi as you shall Judge necessary And 
the same or any of them to fortifie and furnish with Ordi- 
nance Ammunition and all sorts of armes fit and necessary 
for the security and defence of our said Territory and the 
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same againe or any of them to demolish or dismantle as may 
be most convenient And Wee doe hereby give and grant 
Tnto you the said Sir Edmund Andros full power and 
authority to erect one or more Court or Courts [of] Admirall 
within our said Territory and Dominion for the hearing and 
determining of all marine and other Causes and matters 
proper therein to be heard and determined with all reason- 
able and necessary powers Authorities Fees and Priviledges 
And you are to execute all powers belonging to the place 
and 0£Gice of vice Admirall of and in all the seas and Coast[s] 
about your Government according to such Comission author- 
ity and instruccons as you shall receive from ourself e vnder 
the seale of our Admiralty or from our high Admirall of our 
Forreigne Plantacons for the time being And for asmuch as 
diverB mutinies and disorders doe happen by psons shipped 
and employed at Sea and to the end that such as shall be 
Shipped or employed at Sea may be the better governed and 
ordered Wee doe hereby give and grant vnto you the said 
Sir Edmund Andros our Captaine Generall and Governor in 
Cheife full power and Authority to Constitute and appoint 
Captaines [and] masters of shipps and other comanders [and 
to grant vnto such Captains Masters of Shipps and other 
comand's] Comissions to execute the Law Martiall and to use 
such proceedings authoritis punishment Correccon and execu- 
con[«] vpon any Offender or Offenders which shall be mutin« 
ous seditious disorderly or any way vqruly [either] at Sea or 
dureing the time of their aboade or residence in any of the 
ports harbours or Bays of our said Territory and Dominion 
as the Cause idiall be found to require according to MartiaU 
Law provided that nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued to the enableing you or any by your Authorty to hold 
plea or have JurisdiccoE of any Offence cause matter or 
thing comitted or done vpon the Sea or within any of the 
Havens Rive!rs or Creeks of our said Territory and Dominion 
vnder your Govemm^ by any Captaine Comander Leivten- 
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ant Master or other Officer Seaman Soldier or person[«] 
whatsoever who shall be in Actuall service and pay [in] and 
on Board any of our Shipps of Warr or other vessels acting 
by immediate Comission or Warrant from ourselfe vnder 
the Seale of Our Admiralty or from our high Admirall of 
England for the time being but that such Captaine Com- 
ander Leiutenant Master Officer Seaman Souldier and other 

* 

psons soe Offending shall be left to be proceeded against and 
tryed as the merrit of their Offences shall require either by 
Comission vnder our great Seale of England as the Statute 
of twenty eighth of Henry the eighth directs or by Comis- 
sion[6r«] from our [said] high ICourt of] Admirall[<y] ac- 
cording to the Act of parliament passed in the thirteenth 
yeare of the Beigne of the late King our most dear and most 
entirely beloved Brother of ever blessed memory Entituled 
(An Act for the Establishing Articles and Orclers for the 
regulateing and better Grovemment of his maiesties Navies 
Shipps of Warr and forces by Sea) and not otherwise save- 
ing onely that it shall and may be lawf ull for you vpon any 
such Captaine or Comander refuseing or neglecting to exe- 
cute Or vpon his negligen[t] [ce] or vndue Execucon of any 
the Written Orders he shall receive from you for our service 
And the Service of our said Territory and Dominion to sus- 
pend him the said Captaine or Comander from the Exercise 
of his said Office of Comander and Comitt him into safe cus- 
tody either on board his owne shipp or elsewere at the dis- 
cretion of you in Order to his being brought to Answer for 
the same by Comission either under our Great Seale of Eng- 
land or from our said high Admirall as is before expressed 
In which case our Will and pleasure is that the Captaine or 
Comander soe by you Suspended shall dureing such his Sus- 
pension and Comittment be Succeeded in his said Office by 
such Comission or Warrant Officer of our said Shipp ap- 
pointed by our Self e or our High Admirall of England for 
the time being as by the knowne practice and discipline of 
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our Navy doth and ought next to succeed him as in case of 
Death sicknesse or other ordinary disability happening to the 
Comander of any of our Shipps and not otherwise you stand- 
ing alsoe accomptable ynto us for the truth and importance 
of the Grimes and misdemeanors for which you shall soe pro- 
ceed to the suspending of such our said Captaine [or] [and] 
Comander Flrovided also that all disorders and misdemean- 
ors comitted on shore by any Captaine Comander Leivtenant 
Master or other Officer Seaman Souldier or pson whatsoever 
belonging to any of our Shipps of Warr or other vessells act- 
ing by imediate Comission or Warrant from our Selfe ynder 
the Seale of our Admiralty or from our high Admirall [of 
England] for the time being may be tryed and punished ac- 
cording to the Laws of the place where any such disorders 
offences and misdemeanors shall be soe comitted on shore 
Notwithstanding such Offendor be in Our Actuall Service and 
bom in our pay on board any such our Shipps of Warr or 
other vessells acting by imediate Comission or Warrant 
from our selfe or our High Admirall as aforesaid soe as he 
shall not receive any protection (for the avoiding of Justice 
for such Offences comitted on Shore) from any p'etence of 
his being imployed in our Service at Sea And Wee doe like- 
wise give and grant vnto you full power and authority by 
and with the advice and consent of our said Councill to agree 
with the Planters and Inhabitants of our said Territory and 
Dominion concerning such lands Tenem^ and hereditaments 
as now are or hereafter shall be in our power to dispose of 
and them to grant vnto any pson or psons for such Termes 
and vnder such moderate quitt Bents Services and acknowl- 
edgements to be thereupon reserved vnto vs as shall be ap- 
pointed by vs which said Grants are to passe and be sealed 
by our Seale of New England and (being entred vpon Record 
by such Officer and Officers as you shall appoint thereunto) 
shall be good and effectuall in Law against vs our Heires 
and Successors And Wee give you full power and authority 
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to appoint soe many Faires Marts and Marketts as you with 
the advioe of our said Coimcill shall think fitt As likewise 
to order and appoint within our said Territory such and so 
many Ports Harbors Bayes Havens and other plaoes for the 
Convenience and Security of Shipping and for the better 
leading and vnloading of Goods and Merchandizes as by you 
with the advice and consent of our Councill shall be thought 
fitt and necessary and in them or any of them to erect nom« 
inate and appoint Custome Houses Ware Houses and officers 
relateing thereimto and them to alter change place or dis- 
place from time to time as with the advice aforesaid shall be 
thought fitt And above all things Wee doe by these p'sents 
will [and] require and comand you to take all possible care for 
the discountenance of Vice and Encouragement of virtue and 
good liveing that by such Example the Infidells may be invited 
and desire to partake of the Christian Religion And for the 
greater [care] [ease] and satisfaccon of our loveing subjects 
in matters of Religion Wee doe hereby Will require and 
Comand that liberty of Conscience be allowed to all psons 
and that such especially as shall be comformable to the 
Rites of the Church of England be particularly coimtenanced 
and encouraged And for asmuch as pursuant to the laws and 
Custome of our Colony of the Massachesetts Bay and of our 
other Collon[ies] [y] and Provinces afore mencdned diverse 
marriages have been made and pformed by the magistrates 
of our said Territory Our Royall Will and pleasure is hereby 
to confirme all the said marriages and to direct that they be 
held good and valid in the same manner to all intents and 
purposses whatsoever as if they had been made and con- 
tracted according to the laws Established within our King- 
dome of England And Wee doe hereby require and Comand 
all Officers and Ministers Civil and Military and all other 
Inhabitants of our said Territory and Dominion to be obedi- 
ent aiding and assisting vnto you the said Sir Edmund An- 
dros in the Execucon of this our Comission and of the po wer[s] 
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and Authorit[ies] [y] therein menc^ed and vpon your death 
or absence out of our said Territory vnto the Commander 
[in] [or] cheif e to Whome Wee doe therefore by these p'sents 
give and grant all and singular the powers and authorities 
aforesaid to be exercised and enjoyed by him dureing our 
pleasure or vntill your arrivall within our said Territory and 
Dominion And if in case of such death or absence there be 
noe pson vpon the place appointed by vs to be Comander in 
Cheif e Our Will and pleasure is that the then p'sent Coun* 
cill of our said Territory aforesaid doe take upon them the 
administration of the Grovemment and execute this Comis- 
sion and the severall powers and Authorities herein contained 
and that the first [Councillor] who shall be at the time of 
your death or absence resideing within the same doe p'side in 
our said Councill with such powers and p'heminences as any 
former p'sident hath vsed and enjoyed within our said Terri- 
tory or any other our Plantacons in America vntill our pleasure 
be further knowne or your arrivall as aforesaid And lastly 
our Will and pleasure is that our Comission bearing date the 
seaven and twentieth day of September ^ in the first yeare of 
our Beigne constituting our Trusty and Welbeloved Joseph 
Dudley Simon Bradstreet William Stoughton Esquires and 
others to be our p'sident and Councill of our Territory and 
Dominion of New England do from the publicacon of these 
p^sents cease and become void And that you the said Sir Ed- 
mund Andros shall and may hold Execute and enjoy the 
Office and place of Captain Generall and Governor in Cheif e 
in and over our Territory and Dominion aforesaid with all its 
rights members and appurt^mces whatsoever together with 
all and singular the powers and authorities hereby granted 
vnto you for and dureing our Will and pleasure In witnesse 
IWTiereof Wee haue Caused these our Letters to he made Fat* 

^ The copy of Dudley's Commlmrion as Frosident recorded in the Pablic Rec- 
ord Office, Colonial Officct Class 5| VoL 904, pp. 252-258, bears date 27 Septem- 
ber ; bat the copy oa the Patent Boll bean date 8 October: see p. 48^ atue. 
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tents] [&c] Witnesse our selfe at Westminster the third day 
of June [In the second Teare of our Reigne] 

[By Writt of Privy SeaJe] 
[j9er Brefoe De Priuato SigiUd] 

iBARKEK\ 
'Public Record Office Patent RoU, 2 James II, Part 9, 



Rot dors., No. 4* Compared with the copy {Massachusetts 
Archives, Vol. 126, pp. 7-16) in the office of the Secretary 
of the Commonwealth.^ 

1 In ihe Commiseions of which there are oopies both in the Pablic Beoord 
Office in London and in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth, words 
and letters in brackets are such as i^pear in the Record Office copies, but not 
in the copies in the Secretary's office; and words in brackets, italicized^ occur in 
the copies in the Secretary's office, but not in the copies in the Record Office. 
Triyial differences — such as the use of the ampersand, punctuation, initial 
capital letters, and spelling (as '* Massachusetts " or " Massaohusets," " mere " 
or «• meer," " tried " or " tryed," " shore " or " ahoar," " well beloyed *' or " wel- 
beloyed," «< lieutenant " or •<LieuV' '* territoiies " or •< territozys/' etc.) — ftra 
not noted. 
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7 April, 1688 



^amt0 t^ Jbttmii ftp t^ 4BtMt of 4Biilb Itinir of 
<Eti0latai i&cotlatiti france atiH ScelatUi a>efetttiec of i^ 

featfy ^t To Our Trusty and Welbeloved Sir Edmund 
Andros Knight Greeting 

Wherea49 by Our ComnusBion vnder Our Greate Seale of 
England beareing date the third day of June in the second 
yeare of Our reigne Wee have constituted and ^ 
appointed you to bee Our Captaine Grenerall and Andra miiih' 
Grovemor in Cheife in and over all that part of ^"'"•"•'•*'^ 
Our Territory and Dominion of New England in America 
knowne by the name of Our Colony of the Massachusetts 
Bay Our Colony of New Plymouth Our Provinces of New 
Hampshire and Main and the Narragansett Country or 
Eling's Province And Whereas since that time Wee have 
thought it necessary for Our Service and for the better pro- 
tection and security of Our Subjects in those parts to Joyne 
and annex to Our said Government the neighbouring Col- 
lonyes of Rhode Island and Conecticut Our Province of 
New Torke and East and West Jersey with the Territories 
thereimto belongings as Wee do hereby Joyne annex and 
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vnite the same to Our said Groyemment and Dominion of 
New England Wee therefore reposeing speciall Trust and 
Confidence in the Prudence Courage and Loyalty of you the 
said Sir ^tnuttH 3UltirOjf out of Our especiall Grace certaine 
knowledge and meere motion, have thought fitt to constitute 
and appoint as Wee doe by these presents Constitute and ap- 
point you the said Sir Edmund Andros to bee Our Captaine 
Oenerall and Governor in Cheife in and over Our Colonyes 
of the Massachusets Bay and New Plymouth Our Provinces 
of New Hampshire and Main the Narraganset Country or 
Kings Province Our Colonyes of Rhode Island and Conecti- 
cut Our Province of New Yorke and East and West Jersey 
and of all that Tract of land Circuite Continent precincts 
and lymitts in America lyeing and being in breadth from 
Forty degrees of Northern latitude from the Equinoctiall 
Line to the River of Saint Croix Eastward and from thence 
directly Northward to the River of Canada and in length and 
longitude by all the Breadth aforesaid throughout the maine 
land vppon the Atlantick or Westeme Sea and Ocean on the 
East part to the South Sea on the West part with all the 
Islands Seas Rivers Waters Rights members and appur- 
tenances therevnto belonging Our Province of Pensilvania 
and Country of Delawere onely Excepted to bee called and 
knowne as formerly by the name and Tytle of Our Territory 
and Dominion of New England in America and for your 
better Guidance and direction Wee doe hereby require and 
Command you to doe and execute all things in due manner 
that shall belong vnto the said Office and the Trust Wee 
have reposed in you according to the severall powers Instruc- 
tions and Authorityes mentioned in these presents or such 
further powers Instructions and authorityes as you shall 
herewith receive or which shall at any time hereafter bee 
granted or appointed you vnder Our Signett and signe man- 
nuall or by Our Order in Our Privy Councell and accordmg 
to such reasonable laws and Statutes as are now in force or 
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such others as shall hereafter hee made and established 
within that Our Territory and Dominion aforesaid And 
Our Will and pleasure is that you the said Sir Edmond An- 
dros haveing after the publication of these Our Letters Pat- 
ents first taken the Oath of duely Executeing the Office of 
Our Captaine Generall and Grovemor in Cheife of our said 
Territory and Dominion which Our Councell there or any 
three of them are hereby required authorized and Impowered 
to give and Administer vnto you you shall administer vnto 
each of the members of Our Councell the Oath for the due 
Execucon of theire places and Trusts And Wee doe hereby 
give and Grant vnto you full power and Authority to sus- 
pend any member of Our Councell from sitting voting and 
assisting therein as you shall fijide Just Cause for soe doeing 
And if itt shall hereafter att any time happen that by the 
death departure out of Our said Territory or suspention of 
any of Our Councillors or otherwise there shall bee a va* 
cancy m oiur said Councell any five whereof Wee doe hereby 
appoint to bee a Quorum Our Will and Pleasure is that you 
signifye the same vnto vs by the First opportunity that Wee 
may vnder Our Signett and Signe Mannuall constitute and 
appoint others in theire Boom And Wee doe hereby give 
and Grant vnto you full power and Authority by and with 
the advice and Consent of Oiu* said Councell or the mayor 
part of them to make Constitute and Ordaine Lawes Stat* 
utes and Ordinances for the publicke peace Welfare and good 
Government of Our said Territory and Dominion and of the 
people and Inhabitants thereof and such others as shall re- 
sort thereto and for the benefitt of vs Our heires and Sue* 
cessors Which said lawes Statutes and Ordinances are to 
bee as neare as Conveniently may bee agreable to the lawes 
and Statutes of this Our kingdome of England Provided 
that all such Lawes Statutes and Ordinances of what nature 
or duration soever bee within three months or sooner after 
the makeing of the same transmitted vnto vs vnder Our 
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Seale of New England for allowance or Disapprobation of 
them as alsoe Duplicates thereof by the next Conveyance 
And Wee doe by these presents Oive and Grant ynto you 
full power and authority by and with the advice and Con- 
sent of Our said Councill or the major part of them to 
impose assess raise and levy such Bates and Taxes as you 
shall finde necessary for the support of the Government 
within Our Territory and Dominion of New England to bee 
Collected and levyed and to bee Employed to the vses afore- 
said in such manner as to you and Our said Councill or the 
major part of them shall seeme most equall and reasonable 
And for the better supporting the charge of the Government 
of Our said Territory and Dominion Our Will and Pleasure 
is and Wee doe by these presents Authorize and Impower 
you the said Sir Edmond Andros and Our Councill to Con- 
tinue such Taxes and Impositions as are now laid and 
Imposed uppon the Inhabitants thereof And to levy and 
Distribute or cause the same to bee levyed and distributed 
to those ends in the best and most equall manner vntill you 
shall by and with the advice and Consent of Our Councill 
agree on and settle such other Taxes as shall bee sufSicient 
for the support of Our Government there which are to bee 
applyed to that vse and noe other And Our further Will 
and pleasure is that all publicke money raised or to bee 
raised or appointed for the support of the Grovemment Within 
Our said Territory and Dominion bee issued out by Warrant 
or Order from you by and with the advice and Consent of 
Our Councill as aforesaid And Our Will and pleasure is 
that you shall and may keepe and vse Our Seale appointed 
by vs for Our said Territory and Dominion And Wee doe 
by these presents Ordaine Constitute and appoint you or the 
Commander in Cheife for the time being and the Councell 
of Our said Territory and Dominion for the time being to 
bee a Constant and settled Court of Becord for the adminis- 
trac^ of Justice to all Our Subjects Inhabiteing within Our 
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said Territory and Dominion in all Causes asweU Civill as 
Criminall with full power and authority to hold Pleas in all 
causes from time to time aswell in Fleas of the Crowne and 
in all matters relateing to the Conservation of the Peace and 
Punishment of Offenders as in Civill Causes and actions be- 
tweene party and party or between Us and any of Our Sub- 
jects there Whether the same doe conceme the Bealty and 
Belate to any Right of Freehold and Inheritance or whether 
the same doe conceme the Personalty and Belate to matter of 
debt contract Damage or other personall Injury and alsoe in 
all mixt Actions which may conceme both Bealty and per- 
sonalty and therein after due and Orderly proceeding and 
deliberate heareing of both sides to give Judgment and to 
award Execuc^ aswell in Criminall as in Civill causes as 
aforesaid soe as alwayes that the Formes of Proceedings in 
such Cases and the Judgment therevppon to be given bee as 
Consonant and agreeable to the laws and Statutes of this 
Our Bealme of England as the present State and Condition 
of Our Subjects Inhabiteing within Our said Territory and 
Dominion and the Circumstances of the Place will admitt 
And Wee doe further hereby give and Grant vnto you full 
power and Authority with the advice and Consent of Our 
said Councill to Erect Constitute and Establish such and soe 
many Courts of Judicature and publicke Justice within Our 
said Territory and Dominion as you and they shall thinke 
fitt and necessary for the determineing of all Causes aswell 
Criminall as Civill according to law and Equity and for 
awarding of Execucon thereuppon with all reasonable and 
necessary Powers Authorityes Fees and Priviledges belonging 
vnto them And Wee doe hereby give and Grant vnto you full 
power and Authority to Constitute and appoint Judges and 
in Cases requisite Commissioners of Oyer and Terminer Jus- 
tices of the Peace Sherriffes and all other necessary Officers 
and Ministers within Our said Territory for the better Ad- 
ministration of Justice and putting the lawes in Execution 
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and to adminisier such Oath and Oaths as are vsoally given 
for the due Execution and performance of Offices and Places 
and for the cleareing of truth in Judiciall Causes And Our 
further Will and pleasure is and Wee doe hereby declare that 
all Actings and proceedings att law or equity heretofore had 
or done or now depending within any of the Courts of Our 
said Territory and all Executions thereuppon bee hereby 
Confirmed and Continued soe farr forth as not to be avoyded 
for want of any legall Power in the said Courts but that all 
and every such Judiciall actings proceedings and Executions 
shall bee of the same force Effect ^d Vertue as if such Courts 
had acted by a Just and legall Authority And Wee doe fur- 
ther by these presents will and require you to permitt Ap- 
peales to bee made in Cases of Error from Our Courts in Our 
said Territory and Dominion of New England vnto you or 
the Commander in Cheife for the time being and the Coun- 
cill in Civill Causes Provided the value appealed for doe Ex- 
ceed the summe of One hundred pounds Sterling and that 
security bee First duely given by the Appellant to Answere 
such charges as shall bee awarded in Case the first sentence 
shall bee affirmed And Whereas Wee Judge itt necessary 
that all Our Subjects may have liberty to Appeale to Our 
Boyall person in Cases that may require the same Our Will 
and. pleasure is that if either party shall not rest satisfied 
with the Judgment or sentence of you (or the Commander in 
Cheife for the time being) and the Councill they may ap- 
peale vnto Us in Our Privy Councill Provided the matter in 
differrence exceed the Beal value and summe of three hundred 
pounds Sterling and that such appeale bee made within one 
fortnight after sentence and that security bee likewise duely 
given by the Appellant to Answer such charges as shall bee 
awarded in Case the sentence of you or the Commander in 
Cheife for the time being and the Councell bee Confirmed 
And Provided alsoe that Execution bee not Suspended by 
reason of any such appeale vnto vs And Wee doe hereby 
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give and Grant vnto you full power where you shall see 
Cause and shall Judge any Offender or Offenders in Capitall 
and Griminall matters or for any Fynes or Forfeitures due 
vnto vs fitt objects of our mercy to Pardon all such Offenders 
and to remitt such Fynes and Forfeitures Treason and will- 
full murther onely Excepted in which Gases you shall like- 
wise have power vppon extraordinary occasions to Grant 
repreives to the Offenders therein vntill and to the Intent 
Our pleasure may bee further knowne And Wee doe hereby 
give and Grant vnto you the said Sir Edmond Andros by 
your sdfe your Captaines and Commanders by you to bee 
authorized full power and authority to levy arms muster 
Command or employ all persons whatsoever resideing within 
Our said Territory and Dominion of New England and as 
occasion shall serve them to transferr £rom one place to an 
other for the resisting and withstanding all Enemyes Pirates 
and Bebells both att Sea and land and to transferr such 
forces vnto any of Our Plantations in America or the Terri- 
tories therevnto belonging as occasion shall require for the 
defence of the same against the Invasion or attempt of any 
of our Enemyes and them if occasion shall require to persue 
and prosecute in or out of the limitts of our said Territoryes 
and Plantations or any of them and if itt shall soe please 
(jod them to vanquish and being taken according to the law 
of armes to putt to death or keepe and preserve alive att 
your discretion and alsoe to Execute martiall Law in time of 
Invasion Insurreccon or Warr and dureing the Continuance 
of the same and vppon souldiers in pay and to doe and Exe- 
cute all and every other thing Which to a Captaine Generall 
doth or ought of Right to belong as fully and Amply as any 
Our Captaine Generall doth or hathvsually done And Wee 
doe hereby give and Grant vnto you full power and author- 
ity to Erect Raise and Build within Our Territory and 
Dominion aforesaid such and soe many Forts Platformes 
Castles Cittyes Burroughs Townes and Fortifications as you 
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shall Judge necessary and the same or any of them to For- 
tify and furnish with Ordinance Amunition and all sorts of 
armes fitt and necessary for the Security and defence of Our 
said Territory and the same againe or any of them to demol- 
ish or dismantle as may be most Convenient And Wee doe 
hereby give and grant vnto you the said Sir Edmond Andros 
full power and Authority to Erect one or more Court or 
Courts Admirall within Our said Territory and Dominion 
for the heareing and determineing of all marine and other 
Causes and matters proper therein to bee heard and deter- 
mined with all reasonable and necessary Powers Authorityes 
Fees and Priviledges And you are to Execute all powers be- 
longing to the Place and Office of Vice Admirall of and in 
all the Seas and Coasts about your Grovemment according to 
such Commission Authority and Instruccons as you shall re- 
ceive from ourself under the Seal of our Admiralty or from 
Our high Admirall of Our Foreigne Plantations for the time 
being And forasmuch as divers mutinies and Disorders doe 
happen by persons Shipped and employed att Sea and to the 
end that such as shall bee shipped or employed at Sea may 
bee the better Govemd and ordered Wee doe hereby give and 
Grant vnto you the said Sir Edmond Andros our Captaine 
Generall and Grovemor in Cheif e full power and Authority 
to Constitute and Appoint Captaines Masters of Shipps and 
other Cofiianders and to Grant vnto such Captaines Masters 
of Shipps and other Commanders Commissions to Execute 
the law martiall and to vse such proceedings Authorityes 
punishment Correction and Execution vppon any Offender 
or Offenders which shall bee mutinous seditious disorderly or 
any way imruley either att Sea or dureing the time of theire 
aboade or residence in any of the Ports harbors or Bays of 
Our said Territory and Dominion as the Cause shall bee 
foimd to require according to martiall law Provided that 
nothing herein contained shall bee Construed to the enableing 
you or any by your Authority to hold Plea or have Jurisdic- 
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con of any Offence Cause matter or thing comitted or done 
ypon tibie sea or within any of the havens Rivers or Creeks 
of Our said Territory and Dominion vnder your Grovemment 
by any Captaine Commander Livetennant Master or other 
Officer Seaman souldier or person Whatsoever Whoe shall 
bee in actuall Service and pay m and on Board any of Our 
Shipps of Warr or other vessells acting by Imediate Commis- 
sion or Warrant from Our selfe vnder the Scale of Our 
Admiralty or from Our high Admirall of England for the 
time being but that such Captaine Commander Livetennant 
Master Officer Seaman Souldier and other person soe offend- 
ing shall bee left to bee proceeded against and Tryed as the 
merritt of theire Offences shall require either by Commission 
vnder Our Greate Scale of England as the Statute of the 
Twenty eighth Henry the eighth directs or by Commission 
from Our said high Admirall according to the Act of Parlia- 
ment passed in the thirteenth yeare of the reigne of the late 
King Oiu* most Deare and most entirely beloved brother of 
ever blessed memory (entituled an Act for the establishing 
Articles and Orders for the Regulateing and better Grovem- 
ment of His Maties Navys Shipps of Warr and forces by 
Sea) and not otherwise Saveing onely that itt shall and may 
bee lawfull for you uppon such Captaine or Commanders re- 
fuseing or neglecting to Execute or uppon his negligent or 
vndue Execucon of any of the Written Orders hee shall re- 
ceive from you for Our Service and the Service of Our said 
Territory and Dominion to suspend him the said Captaine or 
Commander from the Exercise of the said Office of Com- 
mander and Committ him into safe Custody either on board 
his owne Shipp or elsewhere att the discretion of you in Order 
to his being brought to answere for the same by Commission 
either vnder our Greate Scale of England or from Our said 
high Admirall as is before expressed in Which Case Our Will 
and pleasure is that the Captain or Commander «oe by you 
suspended shaU dureing such his suspention and committ- 
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ment bee succeeded in his said Office by such Commission or 
Warrant Officer of Our said Shipp appointed by Our self e or 
Our high Admirall of England for the time as by the knowne 
Practice and Discipline of Our Navy doth and ought next to 
succeed him as in Case of death sicknesse or other Ordinary 
Disability hapning to the Commander of any of Our Shipps 
and not otherwise you standing alsoe accountable to vs for 
the truth and Importance of the Crimes and misdemeanours 
for which you shall soe proceed to the Suspending of such 
Our said Captaine or Commander Provided alsoe that all 
disorders and misdemeanors Committed or ^ Shoare l^y and * 
Captaine Commander Livetennant master or other Officer 
Seaman Souldier or person whatsoever belonging to any of 
Our shipps of Warr or other vessells acting by Imediate Com- 
mission or Warrant from Our selfe vnder the Greate Scale 
of Our Admiralty or from Our high Admirall of England for 
the time being may bee Tryed and punished according to 
lawes of the Place where any such disorders offences and 
misdemeanors shall bee soe Committed on shoare notwith* 
standing such Offender be in Our Actuall Service and bom 
in Our Pay on board any such Our Shipps of Warr or other 
Vessells acting by Imediate Commission or Warrant from 
Our selfe or Our high Admirall as aforesaid soe as hee shall 
not receive any protection for the avoiding of Justice for 
such Offences coSoitted on Shore from any pretence of his 
being Employed in Oift Service att sea and Wee doe likewise 
give and Grant vnto you full power and Authority by and 
with the advice and Consent of Our said Councell to agree 
with the Planters and Inhabitants of Our said Territory and 
Dominion concemeing such lands Tenements and heredita- 
ments as now are or hereafter shall bee in Our power to dis- 
pose of and them to Grant vnto any person or persons for 
such Termes and vnder such moderatt quit Bents Services 
and acknowledgements to bee therevppon reserved vnto vs 

^ Sic: on, * ^tc.'any. 
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as shall bee appointed by vs which said Grants are to passe 
and bee Sealed by Our Seale of New England and (being 
entred uppon Record by such Officer or Officers as you shall 
appoint therevnto) shall bee good and effectuall in law 
against vs our heires and Successors And Wee doe give you 
full power and Authority to appoint soe many Faires martes 
and marketts as you with the advice of the said Councill 
shall thinke fitt as likewise to Order and appoint within Our 
said Territory such and soe many Forts harbours Bays havens 
and other places for the Convenience and security of Ship- 
ping and for the better loading and vnloading of gdods and 
merchandizes as by you with the advice and Consent of Our 
Councell shall bee thought fitt and necessary and in them or 
any of them to Erect nominate and appoint Custome houses 
Warehouses and Officers relateing thereunto and them to 
alter change place or displace from time to time as with the 
advice aforesaid shall bee thought fitt And forasmuch as 
pursuant to the lawes and Customes of Our Coloney of the 
Massachusets Bay and of other Our CoUonys and Frovinces 
afore mentioned divers marryages have been made and per- 
formed by the magstrates of Our said Territory Our Boyall 
Will and pleasure is hereby to Confirme all the said mar- 
riages and to direct that they bee held good and valide in the 
same manner To all Intents and purposes Whatsoever as if 
they had beene made and Contracted according to the lawes 
Established within Our Kingdome ol England And Wee doe 
hereby require and Command all Officers and Ministers Civill 
and military and all other Inhabitants of Our said Territory 
and Dominion to bee obedient aydeing and assisting vnto 
you the said Sir Edmond Andros in the Execution of this 
Our Commission and of the powers and authorityes therein 
Contained and uppon your death or absence out of Our said 
Territory vnto Our livetennant Grovemor to Whom Wee doe 
therefore by these presents give and Orant all and singuler 
the powers and authorityes aforesaid to bee exercised and 



68 8IB EDMUND ANDBOS'S SECOND COMMISSION [1688 

enjoyed by him in Case of your death or absence dureing 
Our Pleasure or yniill your arrivall within Our said Terri- 
tory and Dominion as Wee doe further hereby Give and 
Grant full power and authority to Our liyetennant Governor 
to doe and Execute whatsoever hee shall bee by you author- 
ized and appointed to doe and Execute in pursuance of and 
according to the powers and authorityes granted to you by 
this Commission and if in Case of your death or absence 
there bee noe person vppon the place appointed by vs to bee 
Commander in Cheif e Our Will and Pleasure is that the then 
present Councill of Our Territory aforesaid doe take uppon 
them the administracon of the Government and Execute this 
Commission and the severall powers and authorityes herein 
Contained and that the First Counsellor whoe shall bee att 
the time of your death or absence resideing within the same 
doe preside in Our said Councill with such powers and pre- 
heminences as any former president hath vsed and enjoyed 
within Our said Territory or any other Our Plantations in 
America vntill Our Pleasure bee further knowne or your ar- 
rivall as aforesaid and lastly Our Will and Pleasure is that 
you the said Sir Edmond Andros shall and may hold execute 
and enjoy the Office and Place of Cs^taine Generall and 
Crovemor in Cheif e in and over Our Territory and Dominion 
aforesaid with all its Bights members and appurtenances 
whatsoever together with all and smguler the powers and 
authorityes hereby Granted vnto you for and dureing Our 
Will and Pleasure In Witnesse &c Wittnesse the King at 
Westminster the seaventh day of Aprill 

By Writt of Privy Scale 
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et0 of featfy V To our Trusty and Wellbeloved Sir WiL- 
UAH Phipps Knight Oreeting 

Whereas Wee have by our Boyall Charter vnder the 
Great Seale of England bearing date the seaventh day of 
October in the third veare of our Beigne ynited ^^ ' 

Erected and Incorpoporated the Colony of the Phipp* mUitt j 
Massachusets Bay the Colony of New Plymouth ^'"'"■^■■•'^ .. 
the Province of Maine in New England the Territories of Acca- 
die or Nova Scotia and the lands lying between the said Terri- 
tory of Nova Scotia and the Province of Main aforesaid into 
one reall Province by the Name of the Province of the Mas- 
sachusets Bay in New England and haveing thereby granted 
to our Loveing Subjects the Inhabitants of our said Province 
or Territy of the Massachusets Bay in New England and 
their Successors That there shall be a Governor a Leivtenant 
Governor and a Secretary of our said Province or Territory 
to be from time to time appointed and Comissionated by us 
our heires and Successors with severall Priviledges Fran- 
chizes and Imunities thereby Granted to our said loveing 
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Subjects Wee therefor reposeing especiall Trust and Confi- 
dence in your Prudence Courage and loyalty out of our es- 
peciall Grace certain Knowledge and meere Motion have 
thought fitt to Constitute and appoint And by these p'sents 
Doe Constitute and appoint you the said Sir ^iQtam 
^^ipp^ to be our Captain G^nerall and Governor in 
Chief in and over our said Province of the Massachusetts 
Bay in New England and for your better Guidance and Di- 
reccon Wee doe hereby require you to doe and Execute all 
things in due manner that shall belong vnto the Trust Wee 
have reposed in you according to the severall Powers and 
Authorities xnencohed in our said Charter and in these p'sents 
or such further powers Instruccons and Authorities as you 
shall now receive or which shall at any time hereafter be 
granted or appointed you vnder our Signe Manuall and 
Signet or by Order in our Privy Council in pursuance of our 
said Charter and according to such reasonable Laws and 
Statutes as now are in force or, which hereafter shall be 
made and agreed vpon in such manner and forme as by our 
said Charter is directed And Wee doe hereby give and grant 
vnto you full power and authority where you shall see cause 
and shall Judge any Offender or Offenders in Capitall or 
Criminall matters or for any Fynes or Forfeitures due vnto 
Ts fitt Objects of our Mercy to Pardon all such Offenders and 
to remitt such Fynes and Forfeitures Treasons and Willf ull 
Murther onely excepted in which Case you shall likewise 
have power vpon Extraordinary Occasions to grant Reprieves 
to the Offenders therein to the end and vntill our pleasure 
be furtherUmowne And Wee doe hereby give and Grant vnto 
you the said Sir William Phipps by your selfe your Cap- 
taines and Comanders by you to be authorized full Power 
and Authority to levy Arme muster Command or imploy all 
persons whatsoever resideing within our said Province and 
Territory of the Massachusetts Bay in New England and as 
occasion shall serve them to Transferr from one place to 
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another for the resisting and withstanding of all Enemies 
Pirates and Bebells both at land and Sea and such Forces 
with their owne Consent or with the Consent of our Council 
and Assembly to Transport to any of our Plantations in 
America as occasion shall require for the defence of the same 
against the Invasion or attempt of any of our Enemies and 
them if occasion shall require to pursue and prosecute out of 
the limitts of our said Province or any part thereof and if it 
shall soe please God them to vanquish apprehend and take 
and being taken either according to the Law of Armes to 
put to death or to keepe and p'serve alive at your discretion 
Wee do further Give and Grant vnto you full Power and 
Authority to Erect Raise and build within our Province and 
Territory aforesaid such and soe many Forts Platformes 
Castles and Fortifications as you shall judge necessary and 
the same or any of them to f ortifie and furnish with Ordnance 
Amunition and all sorts of Armes fitt and necessary for the 
security and defence of our said Province and from time to 
time to comitt the Government of the same to such person 
or persons as to you shall seeme meet And the said Forts and 
Fortifications againe to demolish or dismantle as may be 
most convenient and to doe and execute all and every other 
thing which to a Captaine Grenerall doth or ought of Right 
to belong as fully and amply as any our Captain Grenerall 
doth or hath vsually done and according to the powers hereby 
granted or to be granted vnto you And Wee doe further give 
and Grant vnto you the said Sir William Phips full power and 
Authority to Erect one or more Court or Courts Admirall 
within our said Province and Territory for the hearing and 
determining of all Marine and other Causes and matters 
proper therein to be heard with all reasonable Fees and 
priviledges As alsoe to exercise all powers belonging to the 
place and Office of vice Admirall of and in all the Seas and 
Coasts about your Government according to such Comissions 
Authorities and Instruccons as you shall receive from our 
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selfe or from our high Admirall or Comissioners for execute- 
ing the Office of high Adnurall for the time being And Wee 
do [hereby give and Orant vnto you the said Sir William 
Phipps full power and Authority to Constitute and appoint 
Captaines and Masters of Shipps and other Comanders and 
grant vnto such Captaines Masters of Shipps and other 
Comanders Comissions to Execute the Law Martiall in time 
of Actuall Warr Invasion or Rebellion and to vse such pro- 
ceedings Authorities Punishments Correction and execucon 
ypon any Offender or Offenders which shall be mutinous Se- 
ditious disorderly or anyway vnruly either at Sea or dureing 
the time of their abode or residence in any of the Ports har- 
bours or Bayes of our said Province and Territory as the 
Cause shall be found to require according to martiall Lawt 
Provided that nothing herein conteyned shall be construed 
to the enableing you or any by your Authority to hold plea 
or have Jurisdiccon of any Offence Cause matter or thing 
comitted or done vpon the high Sea or within any of the 
Havens Rivers or Creekes of our said Province or Territory 
by any Captain Comander Leiutenant master or other Offi- 
cer Seaman Soldier or Person whatsoever who shall be in 
ActuaU Service and pay in and on board any of mir Shipps 
of Warr or other vessells acting by imediate Comission or 
Warrant from Our Comissioners for Executeing the Office of 
our high Admirall of England vnder the Scale of our Ad- 
miralty or from our high Admirall of England for the time 
being But that such Captain Commander Leiutenant master 
officer Seaman Souldier and other person so Offending shall 
be left to be proceeded against and tried as the meritt of 
their Offences shall require either by Comission vnder our 
great Scale of England as the Statute of the Eight and 
twentieth of Henry the Eighth directs or by Comission from 
our high Admirall for the time being according to the Act 
of Parliament passed in the thirteenth yeare of the Reigne 
of our dearest vncle King Charles the Second of blessed 
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memoiy Entituled an Act for Establishing Articles and 
Orders for the Begulateing and better Crovemment of his 
Majesties Navy Shipps of Warr and Forces by Sea and not 
otherwise saveing onely that it shall and may be lawfuU for 
you ypon any sach Captaine or Comandera refuBeing or neg- 
lecting to Execute or ypon his Neglect or yndue Execution 
of any of the Written Orders he shall receive from you for 
our Service and the Service of our said province and Terri- 
tory to suspend him the said Captaine or Comander from 
the Exercise pf his said Office of Commander and to comitt 
him to safe Custody either on board his owne Shipp or else- 
where at your discretion in Order to his being brought to An- 
swer for the same by Comission either vnder our Great Scale 
of England or from our high Admirall as is before Ex- 
pressed in Which Case our Will and pleasure is That the 
Captaine or Commander soe by you suspended shall dureing 
such his Suspention and Comittment be succeeded in his said 
Office by such Comission or Warrant Officer of our said Ship 
appointed by our Comissioners for executeing the Office of 
our high Admirall of England or by our high Admirall of 
England for the time being as by the known practice and 
discipline of our Navy does or ought next to Succeed him as 
in case of Death Sicknesse or other Ordinary disability hap- 
pening to the Comander of any of our Shipps and not other- 
wise you standing alsoe accountable to vs for the truth and 
Importance of the Crime for which you shall soe proceed to 
the Suspending of such our Captain and Comander Provided 
alsoe that all disorders and misdemeanors comitted on shore 
by any Captaine Comander Leiutenant Master or other Offi- 
cer Seaman Soldier or person whatsoever belonging to any 
of our Shipps of Warr or other Yessells acting by imediate 
Comission or Warrant from our Comissioners for Executemg 
the Office of our High Admirall of England vnder the Scale 
of our Admiralty or from our high Admirall of England for 
the time being may be tried and punished according to the 
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Laws of the place Where any enidi disorders Offences and 
misdemeanors shall be comitted on shoare notwithstanding 
such Offender be in our actuall service and borne in our pay 
on board any such our Shipps of Warr or other vessells act- 
ing by imediate Comission or Warrant from our Comissioners 
for Executeing the Office of our high Admirall as aforesaid 
soe as he shall not receive any protection for the avoiding of 
Justice for such Offences comitted on Shoare from any pre- 
tence of his being Imployed in our Service at Sea And Wee 
doe hereby require and Comand all Officers and Ministers 
Civil and Military and all other the Inhabitants of our said 
Province or Territory to be obedient ayding and assisting 
vnto you the said Sir William Phipps in the Execution of 
this our Comission and of the Powers and Authorities therein 
conteyned and vpon your death or absence to our Leivenant 
Governor of our said Province and vpon such your death or 
absence and the death or absence of our said Leivenant 
Governor to our Council of our said Province or Territory 
To whome Wee doe by these presents give and grant all and 
singular the powers and Authorities hereby granted vnto you 
to be by him or them respectively exercised and enjoyed vntill 
the retume of you our Governor or our Leivtenant Governor 
or of the arrivall or Constitution of such other Grovemor 
or leivtenant Governor as shall be thereupon Comissionated 
and appointed by vs And our Will and pleasure is That you 
the said Sir William Phipps shall and may hold execute and 
enjoy the Office and place of our Captain Generall and G^v- 
emour in Chief e in and over our said Province and Territory 
of the Massachusetts Bay in New England with all and sin- 
gular the powers and Authorities hereby granted vnto you 
for and dureing our Will and pleasure And Whereas there 
are divers Collonies adjoyning to our Province of the Massa- 
chusetts Bay for the Defence and security Whereof it is 
requisite that due care be taken in this time of Warr And 
Whereas by an Act of Parliament made in the thirteenth 
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yeare of the reigne of our dearest yncle King Charles the 
Second of blessed memory It is declared that within all our 
Bealmes and Dominions the sole and supreame power Gov- 
ernment Comand and Disposition of the Militia and of all 
forces by Sea and Land and of all Forts and places of 
Strength is of right belonging to vs Wee have therefore 
thought it further necessary for our Service and for the bet- ^ 
ter protection and Security of our Subjects inhabiting those 
parts to Constitute and appoint And Wee doe by these pres- 
ents Constitute and appoint you the said Sir William Phipps 
to be our Leivtenant and Comander in Chief of the Militia 
and of all the Forces by Sea and Land within our severall 
Colonies of Connecticut Rhode Iseland and Providence Plan- 
tacon the Naragansett Country or Kings Province and our 
Province of New Hampshire and of all our Forts and places 
of Strength within the same And for the better Ordering^ 
Governing and ruleing our said militia and all our Forces 
Forts and places of Strength within all and every our Collo- 
nies and provinces af oremenconed Wee doe hereby give and 
grant vnto you the said Sir William Phipps and in your ab- 
sence from our Territory and Dominion of New England to 
our leiutenant Govemo' of our Province of the Massachusetts 
Bay and all and every the like powers as*in these p'sents are 
before Granted and recited for the ruleing Governing and 
Ordering ou/ Militia and all our Forces Forts and places of 
Strength Within our Province of the Massachusetts Bay to 
be exercised by you the said Sir William Phipps within our 
said Colonies and Provinces in such your absence by you our 
said Leiutenant Crovemor of our said Province of the Massa- 
chusetts Bay for and dureing Our pleasure Li Witnesse &c 
Witnesse our selves at Westm' the twelveth day of Dcember 

By Writt of Privy Scale 
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ffOtlfy ||.t_To Our Right Trasty and Right Welbeloved 
Cousin Richard Earlb of Bellomokt Oreeting 

Whereas Wee have by Our Royall Charter under Our 
Great Seale of England bearing date the seventh day of 
ConcMi' October in the third yeare of Our Reigne united 
i« Beiiamont Erected and Incorporated the Colony of the Mas- 
Com«i«um« gachusets Bay the Colony of New Plymouth the 
Province of Main in New England the Territorie of Accadia 
or Nova Scotia and the lands lying between the said Terri- 
tory of Nova Scotia and the province of Maine aforesaid into 
one reall Province by the name of Our Province of the Mas- 
sachusetts Bay in New England and haveing thereby granted 
to Our loveing Subjects the Inhabitants of our said Province 
or Territory of the Massachusetts Bay in New England and 
their Successors That there shall be a Governor a Lieutenant 
Governor and Secretary of our said Province and Territory 
to be from time to time appointed and Comissionated by us 
our heires and Successors with severall Priviledges Franchises 
and Imunities thereby granted to our said loveing Subjects 
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Wee therefore reposeing especiall Trust and confidence in 
your Prudence Courage and loyalty out of our especiall 
grace certaine knowledge and meer moton have thought fitt 
to Constitute and appoint and by these Presents doe Consti- 
tute and appoint you the said ]tiiti)adl ^adc Of ^eOomotlt 
to be Our Captaine Grenerall and Govemour in Cheife in and 
over our said Province of the Massachusetts Bay in New 
England and for your better Guidance and direccon Wee doe 
hereby require and Comand you to doe and Execute all 
things in due manner that shall belong unto the Trust Wee 
have reposed in you according to the severall Powers and 
Authorities menconed in our said Charter and in these pres- 
ents And such further Powers and Instruccons and authorities 
as you shall receive or which shall at any time hereafter be 
granted or appointed you under our Signe Manuall and Sig- 
nett or by order of our Privy Councill in pursuance of our 
said Charter and according to such reasonable lawes and 
Statutes as are now in force or which hereafter shall be 
made and agreed upon in such manner and forme as by our 
said Charter is directed And Wee doe hereby Give and Grant 
unto you full power and authority Where you shall see cause 
and shall Judge any Offender or OiSenders in Capitall or 
Criminall matters or for any Fines or Forfeitures due vnto us 
fit Objects of Our mercie to Pardon all such Offenders and 
to remit such Fines and Forfeitures Treason and Wilful Mur- 
der only excepted in which Cases you shall likewise have 
Power upon Extraordinary occasions to Grant Reprieves to 
the Offenders therein to the End and vntill our Pleasure shall 
be further knowne And Wee doe hereby Give and Grant vnto 
you the said Richard Earle of Bellomont by your self e your 
Captains and Commanders by you to be Authorized full 
power and Authority to levy arme muster Command or 
Employ all persons whatsoever Resideing within Our said 
Province and Territory of the Massachusetts Bay in New 
England as occasion shall Require them to Transferr from 
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One Place to another for the ResiBtrng and Withstanding of 
all Enemies Pyratts and Bebells both att Land and Sea and 
such Forces with their owne Consent or with the Consent of 
Our Councill and Assembly to Transport to any of Our 
Plantations in America as occasion shall Require for the de* 
fence of the same against the Invasion or Attempts of any 
of Our Enemies and them if Occasion shall Require to pur-- 
sue out of the limitts of Our said Province or any part 
thereof And if it shall soe please God them to Vanquish ap- 
prehend and take and being Taken either according to the 
law of Armes to put to Death or to keepe and preserve alive 
at your Discretion Wee doe further Give and Grant unto you 
full Power and Authority to Erect Raise and Build within 
Our Province and Territorie aforesaid such and so many 
Forts Platformes Castles and Fortifications as you shall 
Judge necessary And the same or any of them to Fortify 
and Furnish with Ordnance Ammunition and all Sorts of 
armes fit and necessary for the Security and Defence of Our 
said Province and from time to time to Commit the Govern* 
ment of the same to such Person or Persons as to you shall 
seem meet And the said Forts and Fortifications again to do- 
molish ^ or Dismantle as may be most convenient and to doe 
and execute all and every other thing which to a Captaine 
Generall doth or ought of right to belong as fully and amply 
as any other Our Captain Generall doth or hath usually done 
according to the Powers hereby Granted or to be Granted to 
you And Wee doe hereby Give and'vnto you the said 
Richard Earle of Bellomont full Power and Authority to 
constitute and appoint Captains Masters and other Com- 
manders of Shipps and to Grant vnto such Captains Masters 
and other Commanders of Shipps Commission to Execute 
the law martiall in time of Actuall Warr and Invasion or 
Rebellion and to vse such Proceedings Authorities Punish- 
ments Correction & Execution vpon any Offender or Offend- 

^ Sie, * Sie: and graat. 
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6T8 which shall be mutinous Seditious Disorderly or any way 
vnruly either at Sea or dureing the time of their abode or 
Residence in any of the Ports Harbors or Bays of Our said 
Proyince and Territory as the cause shall be found to Re- 
quire according to Martiall Law Provided that nothing 
herein contain^ shall be Construed to the Enabling you or 
any by your Authority to hold Plea or have Jurisdiction of 
any Offence Cause matter or Thing committed or done upon 
the high sea or any the Havens Rivers or Creeks of our said 
Province or Territory by any Captain Comander Lievtenant 
Master or other Officer Seaman Soldier or Person whatsoever 
who shall be in actuall Service and Pay in and on Board 
any of Our Shipps of Warr or other Vessells acting by the 
imediate Comission or Warrant from our Commissioners for 
Executeing the Office of Our High Admirall of England 
vnder the Seal of Our Admiralty or from Our High Admirall 
of England for the time being But that such Captain Com- 
mander lievtenant Master Officer Seaman Soldier and other 
Person so Offending shall be left to be proceeded against and 
Tryed as the Merit of their Offence shall Require either by 
Commission under Our Great Scale of England as the Stat- 
ute of the twenty Eighth of Henry the Eighth directs or by 
Commission from Our High Admirall for the time being ac- 
cording to the Act of Parliament passed in the thirteenth 
year of the Reigne of Our Dearest Uncle King Charles the 
Second of Blessed Memory entituled an Act for the regulate- 
ing and better Grovemment of his Majesties Navy Shipps 
of Warr and Forces by Sea and not otherwise Saving only 
and that it may be lawfull for you upon any such Oaptaine 
or Commander refuseing or neglecting to Execute or upon 
his neglect or undue Execution of any of the written Orders 
he shall Receive from you for Our Service and the Service of 
Our said Province and Territory to suspend him the said 
Captain or Comander from the Exercise of his said Office of 
Commander and Committ him to safe custody either on 
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Board his owne Shipp or elsewhere at your Discretion in 
Order, to his being brought to Answer for the * by Commis- 
sion either vnder Our Great Seale of England Qr from Our 
High Admiral as is before expressed In which Case Our Will 
and pleasure is That the Captain or Commander by you Sus- 
pended shall dureing such his Suspension and Committment 
be succeeded in his said Office by such Commission or War- 
rant Officer of Our said Shipp appointed by Our Commis- 
sioners for Executeing the Office of Our High Admirall of 
England or by Our High Admirall of England for the time 
being as by the known practice and Discipline of Our Navy 
does and ought next to succeed him as in case of Death 
Sicknesse or other Ordinary disability happening to the Com- 
manders of any of Our Shipps of Warr and not otherwise 
you standing alsoe accomptable to vs for the Truth and Im- 
portance of the Crime and Misdemeanors for which you shall 
60 proceed to the Suspending of such Our Captain or Com- 
mander Provided alsoe that all Disorders and Misdemeanors 
committed on Board by any Captain Commander or lievten- 
ant Master or other Officer Seaman Soldier or Person what- 
soever belonging to any of our Shipps of Warr or other 
Vessells acting by iinediate Commission or Warrant from 
Our Commissioners for the Executeing the Office of Our 
High Admirall of England under the Seale of Our Admiralty 
or from Our High Admirall of England for the time being 
may be Tryed and punished according to the lawes of the 
Place where any such Disorders Offences and Misdemeanors 
shall be coinitted on Shoare Notwithstanding such Offender 
be in our Actuall Service and borne in Our Pay on Board 
any such our Shipps of War or other Vessells acting by ime- 
diate Commission or Warrant from Our Commissioners for 
Executeing the Office of Our High Admirall or from Our 
High Admirall as aforesaid Soe as he shall not Receive any 
Protection for the Avoiding of Justice for such Offences 

^ Sic : the same. 
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* 

committed ou Shoare &om any pretence of his being em- 
ployed in Our Service at Sea And further Our Will and 
Pleasure is that you shaU not at any time hereafter by colour 
of any Power or Authority hereby granted or mentioned to 
be Granted take upon you to Give Grant or Dispose of any 
OflBce or place within Our said Province and Territories 
which now is or which shall be Granted vnder the Great 
Scale of England any further than that you may upon the 
Vacancy of any such Office Suspension of any Officer by ^ putt 
in any Person to Officiate in the Intervall until the said 
Place be Disposed by Us under the Great Scale of England 
or that Our Directions be otherwise Given therein And Wee 
doe hereby Require and Command all Officers and Ministers 
CiviU and Military and all other the Inhabitants of Our said 
Province and Territory to be Obedient Aiding and Assisting 
vnto you the said Richard Earle of Bellomont in the Execu- 
tion of this Our Commission and of the Powers and Authori- 
ties therein contained and upon your Death or Absence and 
the Death or Absence of our said lievtenant Governor to Our 
Councill of Our said Province and Territory for the time 
being To whome Wee doe by these p'sents Give and Grant 
all and singular the Powers and Authorities hereby Granted 
vnto you to be by him or them respectively exercised and 
Enjoyed vntill the retume of you Ou^ Governor or of Our 
lieutenant Governor or the Arrivall or Constitution of such 
other Govemour as shall be thereupon Commissionated and 
appointed by Us And Our Will and Pleasure is That you 
the said Richard Earle of Bellomont shall and may hold 
Execute and Enjoy the Office and Place of Our Captain 
Generall and Crovemor in Chiefe in and Over Our said Prov- 
ince and Territory of the Massachusetts Bay in New England 
With all and singular the Powers and Authorities hereby 
Granted unto you for and dureing Our Will and Pleasure 
And Whereas there are divers Colonies adjoyning to Our 

* Sic : by you. 
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Proyince of the Massachusetts Bay for the Defence and Se- 
curity whereof it is requisite that due care be taken in this 
time of Warr Wee have therefore thought it further neces- 
sary for Our Service and for the better Protection and Secur- 
ity of Our Subjects Inhabiting in those Parts to Constitute 
and Appoint and Wee doe by these p'sents Constitute and 
Appoint You the said Richard Earle of Bellomont to be Our 
Captain Generall and Commander in Chief of the Militia and 
of all the Forces by Sea and land within Our Colonies of 
Connecticutt Rhode-Island Providence Plantation and the 
Narraganzett Countrey or Kings Province and of all Our 
Forts and Places of Strength within the same And for the 
better Ordering Groveming and Ruleing Our said Militia and 
all Our Forces Forts and Places of Strength within Our said 
Colonies of Connecticut Rhode Island Providence Plantation 
and the Narragansett Countrey or Kings Province Wee doe 
hereby Give and Grant vnto you the said Richard Earle of 
Bellomont and in your Absence to Our lievtenant Gk)vemor 
or Commander in Chi^ of Our Province of the Massachu- 
setts Bay all and every the like Powers as in these Presents 
are before granted and Recited for the ruleing Groveming 
Ordering Our Militia and all Our Forces Forts and Places of 
Strength within Our Province of the Massachusetts Bay to 
be Exercised by you the said Richard Earje of Bellomont 
and in your absence from Our Territorie and Dominion of 
New England by Our said lievtenant Gk)vemor or Com- 
mander in Chief of our said Province of the Massachusetts 
Bay within Our said Colonies of Connecticut Rhode Island 
Providence Plantation and the Narraganzett Countrey for 
and dureing Our Pleasure In Witness &c Witness our self at 
Westminster the eighteenth Day of June 

By Writt of Privy Scale 

PubKc Record Office^ Patent Bott, 9 WiUiam m, 

Part 6, dorse, No. 3. 



JOSEPH DUDLEYS SECOND COMMISSION 



AS 



GOVERNOR OF THE PROVINCE OP THE 
MASSACHUSETTS BAY 



1 Apbil, 1702 



Slnne bp tl^e 4litact of 4BiOtl ^t To our Trusty and 
Welbeloved Joseph Dudley Esquire Gfreeting 

Whereas our late Royal Brother and Sister King William 
and Queen Mary of Blessed memory by their Charter vnder 
their Great Seale of England bearing date the De Concessione 
seaventh day of October in the third yeare of their ^«roComm^ 
Reigne have vnited Erected and Incorporated •*^*' 
the Colony of the Massachusetts Bay die Colony of New 
Plymouth the Province of Main in New England the Terri- 
torie of Accadie or Nova Scotia and the land lying between 
the said Territorie of Nova Scotia and the Province of Main 
aforesaid into one real Province by the name of the Province 
of the Massachusetts Bay in New England and have thereby 
granted to Our loveing Subiects the Inhabitants of our said 
Province or Territory of the Massachusetts Bay in New Eng- 
land and their Successors That there shall be a Governor a 
lieutenant Grovemor and a Secretarye of our said Province 
and Territory to be from time to time appointed and Com* 
issionated by vs our heires and Successors With severall 
Priviledges Franchises and Immunities thereby granted to 
our said loveing Subiects Wee therefore Reposeing especiall 
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Trust and confidence in your Prudence Courage and loyalty 
out of our especial Grace certaine Knowledge and meer 
xnocon have thought fitt to Constitute and appoint And by 
these presents Doe Constitute and appoint you the said 
^O^tflfy SDUblep to be our Captaine Generall and Grovemor 
in Cheife in and over our said Province of the Massachusetts 
Bay in New England And for your better Guidance and Di- 
rections Wee do hereby Require and Command you to doe 
and execute. all thinge in due manner that shall belong vnto 
the Trust Wee have reposed in you according to the severall 
Powers and Authorities menconed in the said Charter and in 
these Presents and such further Powers and Instruccons and 
Authorities as you shall receive or which shall at any time 
hereafter be granted or appointed you vnder our Signe 
Manual and Signett or by Order of Our Privy Councill in 
Pursuance of the said Charter and according to such reason- 
able laws and Statutes as are now in force or which hereafter 
shall be made and agreed vpon in such manner and forme as 
by the said Charter is directed And Wee do hereby give 
and Grant vnto you full power and Authority where you 
shall see Cause and shall Judge any offender or Offenders in 
Capitall or Crimenall matters for any Fines or Forfeitures 
due vnto vs fitt obiects of our mercy to Pardon all such 
Offenders and to Remitt such Fines and Forfeitures Treason 
and WilfuU murder only Excepted Ift which Cases you shall 
likewise have power vpon extraordinary occasions to grant 
Eepreives to the Offenders therein To the end and vntill our 
pleasure shall be further knowne And Wee Doe hereby 
Give and Grant vnto you the said Joseph Dudley by your self e 
your Captaines and Commanders by you to be authorized full 
Power and Authority to levy arm muster Comand or employ 
all persons Whatsoever resideing within our said Province 
and Territorie of the Masachusetts Bay in New England 
and as occasion shall require them to Transferr from one 
place to another for the resisting and withstanding of all 
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Enemies Pirates and Rebells both at land and Sea and such 
Forces with their owne consent or with the Consent of our 
Councill and Assembly to Transport to any of our Plantacons 
in America as occasion shall require for the Defence of the 
same against the Invasion or Attempts of any of our Ene- 
mies and such Enemies Pirates and Bebells if occasion shall 
require to pursue and prosecute in or out of the limits of our 
said Province or any part thereof And if it shall soe please 
€rod them to vanquish apprehend and take and being taken 
either according to law to put to death or to keepe and pre- 
serve alive at your discretion Wee do further give and Grant 
vnto you full power and authority to Erect raise and build 
within our Province and Territory aforesaid such and so 
many Forts Platf ormes Castles and Fortificacons as you shall 
iudge necessary and the same or any of them to fortify and 
furnish with Ordnance Ammunicon and all sorts of Armes 
fit and necessary for the Security and defence of our said 
Province and from time to time to Committ the Govemmftnt 
of the same to such Person or Persons as to you shall seeme 
meet And the said Forts and Fortificacons againe to demolish 
or dismantle as may be most convenient and to doe and ex- 
ecute all and every other thing which to a Captaine Gtenerall 
doth or ought of Right to belong as fully and amply as any 
other our Captaine Generall doth or hath vsually done ac- 
cording to the Powers hereby granted or to be granted to 
you And Wee Doe hereby give and Grant vnto you the said 
Joseph Dudley full power and authority to constitute and 
appoint Captaines masters and other Commanders of Shipps 
and to grant vnto such captaines masters and other Com- 
anders of Shipps Comissions to execute the law martiall 
dureing the time of Actual Warr Invasion or Insurreccon 
and to vse such Proceedings Authorities Punishments Cor- 
reccons and Execucons vpon any Offender or Offenders which 
shall be mutinous seditious disorderly or any way vnruly 
either at Sea or during the time of their abode or Besidence 
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in any of the Ports Harbors or Bays of our said Province 
and Territorie as the Cause shall be found to require accord- 
ing to martial! law during the time of Warr as aforesaid 
Provided that nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
the enabling you or any by your Authority to hold Plea or 
have Jurisdiccoh of any OfiEence Cause matter or thing com- 
mitted or done vpon the high Sea or within any of the 
Havens Rivers or Creeks of our said Province or Territories 
vnder your Government by any Captain Comander lievten- 
ant master or other Officer Seaman Soldier or Person What- 
soever who. shall be in actuall Service and pay in and on 
Board any of our Shipps of Warr or other Vessells Acting by 
Immediate Comission or Warrant from our High Admirall 
of England now and for the time being vnder the Seale of 
our Admiralty or from our Comissioners for ezecuteing the 
Office of our high Admirall of England for the time being 
But that such Captaine Commander lievtenant master Officer 
Seaman Soldier or other Person soe offending shall be left to 
be proceeded against and Tryed as the meritt of their offences 
shall require either by Comission vnder our Great Seale of 
England as the Statute of the Eight and twentieth of Henry 
the Eighth directs or by Comission from our high AdmiraU 
of England now and for the time being or from our Com- 
missioners for executing the office of our High Admirall of 
England for the time being according to the Act of Parlia- 
ment passed in the thirteenth yeare of the Reigne of our 
Dearest vncle King Charles the second of blessed memory 
Entituled, An Act for the Establishing Articles and Orders 
for the Regulateing and better Government of his maiesties 
Navy Shipps of Warr and forces by Sea, and not otherwise. 
Saveing onely that it shall and may be lawful! for you vpon 
any such Captaine or Comanders refuseing or neglecting to 
execute or vpon his negligent or vndue Execucon of any the 
Written Orders he shall receive from you for our Service 
amd the Service of our said Province and Territorie to Sus- 
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pend him the said Captaine or Commander from the Exer^ 
cise of his said Office of Comander and comitt him into safe 
Custodie either on Board his owne Shipp or elsewhere at 
your own discretion in Order to his being brought^ to Answer 
for the same by Comission either vnder our Great Seale of 
England or from our high Admirall of England now and for 
the time being or &om our Comissioners for executeing the 
Office of our high Admirall of England for the time being as 
is before expressed In which Case our Will and pleasure is 
That the Captaine or Comander so by you suspended shall 
during such his Suspencon and Comittment be Succeeded in 
his said Office by such Comission or Warrant Officer of our 
said Ship appointed by our High Admirall of England now 
and for the time being or by our Comissioners for Execute- 
ing the Office of our high Admirall of England for the time 
bemg as by the known practice and Discipline of our Navy 
do's and ought next to Succeed him as in case of death Sick- 
nesse or other ordinary disability happening to the Comand- 
ers of any of our Shipps of Warr and not otherwise you 
standing also accountable to vs for the Truth and Import- 
ance of the Crimes and misdemeanors for which you shall 
soe proceed to the suspending of such our Captaine or Com- 
mander Provided also That all disorders and misdemeans ^ 
comitted on Shore by any Captaine Commander lievtenant 
master or other Officer Seaman Soldier or person whatso- 
ever belonging to any of our Shipps of Warr or other ves- 
sells Acting by immediate Comission or Warrant from our 
high Admirall of England now and for the time being vnder 
the Seale of our Admiralty or from our Comissioners for 
executeing the Office of our high Admirall of England for 
the time being may be tryed and punished according to the 
laws of the Place Where any such Disorders Offences and 
misdemeanors shall be soe comitted on Shore notwithstand- 
ing such Offender be in our Actuall Service and in our pay on 

> Sie. 
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Board any such our Shipps of Warr or other Vessells acting 
by immediate Comission or Warrant from our high Admirall 
of England now and for the time being or from our Com- 
missioners for executing the office of our high Admirall of 
England as aforesaid Soe as he shall not receive any Pro- 
teccon for the avoiding of Justice for such Offences com- 
mitted on Shore from any pretence of his being imployed 
in our Service at Sea And further our Will and pleasure 
is that you shall not at any time hereafter by colour of 
any power or authority hereby granted or menconed to . 
be granted take vpon you to give grant or dispose of any 
Office or Place within our said Province and Territo- 
ries which now is or shall be granted vnder the Great 
Seale of England any further then that you may vpon the 
vacancy of any such Office or suspencon of any Officer by 
you put in any person to Officiat in the Intervall vntill 
the said place be disposed of by vs our heires or Successors 
vnder the Great Seale of England or that our Direccons be 
otherwise given therein And Wee do hereby require and 
Comand all Officers and Ministers Civil and military and 
all other the Inhabitants of our said Province and Territo- 
rie to be obedient' aiding and assisting vnto you the said 
Joseph Dudley in the Execucon of this our Comission and 
of the Powers and authorities therein conteined And vpon 
your death or absence out of our said Province and Ter- 
ritories To our lievtenant Governor of our said Province 
And vpon such your death or absence and the death or ab- 
sence of our said lievtenant Governor to our CounciU of our 
said Province and Territory for the time being To whom 
Wee do by these Presents Give and grant all and singular 
the Powers and Authorities hereby granted unto you to be 
by him or them respectively exercised and enioyed vntill the 
Retume of you our Governor or of our lievtenant Governor 
or the Arrivall or Constitucon of such other Governor as 
shall be thereupon commissionated and appointed by vs And 
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our Will and pleasure is That you the said Joseph Dudley 
shall and may hold execute and enioy the Office and place 
of our Captaine Grenerall and Gk)yemor in Cheif in and over 
our said Province and Territories of the Massachusetts Bay 
in New England With all and singular the Powers and Au- 
thorities hereby granted vnto you for and dureing our Will 
and pleasure And Whereas there are divers Colonies adioyn- 
ing to our Province of the Massachusetts Bay for the Defence 
and Security whereof it is requisite That due care be taken 
in the time of Warr Wee have therefore thought it further 
necessary for our Service and for the better Proteccoi and 
Security of our Subiects inhabiting those parts to Constitute 
and appoint and Wee doe by these presents Constitute and 
appoint you the said Joseph Dudley to be Qur Captaine Gen- 
erall and Commander in Chief e of the militia and of all the 
Forces by Sea and land within our Colonies of Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantacon and the Narraganset Country or 
Kings Province and of all our Forts and places of Strength 
within the same And for the better Ordering Governing 
and Ruleing of our said Militia and all our Forces Forts and 
places of Strength within our said Colonies of Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantacon and Narraganset Country or 
Kings Province Wee do hereby give and Grant vnto you 
the said Joseph Dudley and in your absence to our lievten- 
ant Governor or Comander in Chief of our Province of the 
Massachusetts Bay all and every the like Powers as in these 
presents are before granted and recited for the Ruleing Gov- 
erning and Ordering our Militia and all our Forces Forts 
and places of Strength within our Province of the Massa- 
chusetts Bay to be exercised by you the said Joseph Dudley 
and in your absence from our Territory and Dominion of 
New England by our said lievtenant Governor or Commander 
in Cheife of our said Province of the Massachusetts Bay 
for the time being within our said Colonies of Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantacon and the Narraganset Country or 



90 JOSEPH DUDLET13 SECOND OOMBOSSION [1702 

King^ Province for and dureing our Pleasure And lastly 
We have determined and made void and by these presents 
do determine and make void the like Comission^ or Let- 
ters Patents vnder the Great Seale of England bearing date 
at Westminster the thirteenth day of February now last past 
granted by our said late Boyall Brother King William the 
third vnto the said Joseph Dudley In Witnesse &c Wit- 
nesse our selfe at Westminster the first day of April 

By Writt of Privy Seale 

Public Record Officey Patent PoU, 1 Anne, 8424j 

No. 8. 

1 Sic. 

> Dudley's Commusion of 13 February, 1701-2, of which % copy came too 
late for iiuertion in ita proper place, will be found in the Appendix, pp. 891-89S, 
po9t. 



ELIZEUS BURGES'S COMMISSION 



AS 



GOVERNOR OF THE PROVINCE OF THE 
MASSACHUSETTS BAY 



17 Maech, 1714-15 



Georgius Dei gratia Magnsd Britanni^ Francie et 'Rihemie 
Bex Fidei Defensor &ca Omnibus ad quos presentes Lz^re 
nostre pervenmnt Salutem Inspeximus Irrotulamen^um 
qnarundam Jii^CTarum Paten^ttim g^Tentium datam apud 
Westmoncutervum decimo septimo die Marcii Anno Regni 
nostn primo Factorum et Concessorum et in Cuna Cancellart^ 
nostre Irrotulatarum ac ibidem de Becordo remanentium qna- 
rum tenor sequitur in hec verba * 

4Bieotge 6p tfyt 4^tdU of 4!inh ^e To our Trusty and 
Wellbeloved Elizbus Burgbs Esquire Gfreeting 

Whereas by a Royal Charter, vnder the Great Seal of 
England bearing date the seventh day of October in the third 
year of the Reign of King William the Third De CoMotu^w 
the Colony of the Maasachusets Bay the Colony ComfliLBi^^'^ 
of New Plymouth the Province of Main in New England the 
Territories of Accadie or Nova Scotia and the Lands lying 

1 The final ''e** or ^» '* U omitted for lack of space on the parchment 

* This paragraph la in the Exemplification, but not in the copy in the Pat- 
ent Roll. 

* These words are in the oopy in the Patent Boll, butnot in the Exemplifi- 
cation. 
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between the said Territory of Nova Scotia and the Province 
of Maine aforesaid were vnited Erected and Incorporated into 
one Real Province by the N3.me of our Province of the 
Massachusets Bay in New England And Did thereby Grant 
to his loving Subjects the Inhabitants of the said Province 
or Territory of the Massachusets Bay in New England 
and their Successors That there should be a Governor or 
Lievtenant Governor and Secretary of the said Province and 
Territory to be from time to time appointed and Comission- 
ated by the said King William his Heires and Successors with 
several Priviledges Franchises and Immunities thereby 
Granted to his said loveing Subjects And whereas our late 
Royal Sister Anne Queen of Great Britain &c Did by her 
Letters Pattents vnder her Great Seal of England bearing 
Date at Westminster the first day of April in the first year 
of her Reign Constitute and appoint her Trusty and Welbe- 
loved Joseph Dudley Esquire to be her Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief in and over her Province of the Massachu- 
sets Bay in New England for and during her Pleasure as by 
the said several and respective Letters Patents (relation being 
thereunto had) may more fuUy and at large appear In which 
said Office by virtue of the Statute in such case made and 
provided and of our Royal Proclamation for that purpose 
Issued he is continued vntill Wee shall Declare our further 
pleasure concerning the said Office Now know yee That Wee 
have Revoked and determined and by these presents Do Re- 
voke and determin the said recited Letters t Patents bearing 
date the First day of April in the first year of her said late 
Majesties Reign and every Clause Article and thing therein 
contained and his continuance in the said Office and him 
from the said Office Wee Do Remove by these Presents And 
further know yee that Wee reposeing Especial Trust and 
Confidence in your prudence Courage and Loyalty out of our 
especial Grace certain Knowledge and meer Mocon Have 
thought fit to constitute and appoint and by these presents 
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Do Constitute and appoint you the said ^IvsfU^ ^UtSt0 to 
be our Captain General and Grovemor in Chief in and over 
our said Province of the Massachusets Bay in New England 
And for your better Guidence and Direction Wee do hereby 
Bequire and Comand you to do and' Execute all things in due 
manner that shall belong vnto the Trust Wee have Beposed 
in you according to the severall powers and Authorities 
mencond in the said Charter and in these presents and such 
further powers Instructions and Authorities as you shall 
receive, or which shall at anytime hereafter be granted or 
appointed you vnder our Sign Manual and Signet or by 
Order of our Privy Council in Pursuance of the said Charter 
and according to such reasonable Laws and Statutes as are 
now in Force or which hereafter shall be made and agreed 
vpon in such mariner and form as by the said Charter is 
directed And our Will and pleasure is That you the said 
Elizeus Surges after the Publicacon of these our Letters 
Patents do in the first place take the Oathes appointed by Act 
of Parliament to be taken instead of the Oathes of Allegiance 
and Supremacy and the Oath menconed in an Act passed in 
the sixth year of her late Majesties Beign Entituled An Act 
for the Security of her Majesties person and Government and 
of the Succession to the Crown of Great Britain in the 
Protestant line As also that you make and Subscribe the 
Declaracon menconed in An Act of Parliament made in the 
Twenty fifth year of the Beign of King Charles the Second 
Entituled An Act for preventing dangers which may happen 
from popish Becusants And likewise that you take the vsuall 
Oath for the due Execucon of the Office and Trust of our 
Captain General and Govemour in Chief in and over our said 
Province for the due and Impartial Administracon of Justice 
And further that you take the Oath required to be taken by 
Governors of Plantacons to do their utmost that the severall 
Laws Belating to Trade and Plantations to be observed 
which said Oaths and Declaracons our Council of our said 
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Province or any three of the members thereof have hereby 
full power and authority and are required to tender and 
Administer vnto you and in your absence to our Lievtenant 
Grovemor of our said Province if there be any vpon the place 
All which being duly performd you shall Administer to 
each of the members of our said Council and to our said 
Lieutenant Gk)vemor if there be any vpon the place the said 
Oaths appointed by law to be taken instead of the Oathes of 
Allegiance and Supremacy and the Oath menconed in the 
said Act Entituled An Act for the Security of her Majesties 
Person and Qovemment and of the Succession to the Crown 
of Great Britain in the Protestant line As also to cause them 
to make and Subscribe the foremenconed Declaracon and to 
Administer to them the Oath for the due Execucon of their 
places and Trusts As also that you Administer or cause to 
be Administred vnto all the Members that shall be Elected 
to serve in the Generall Assembly of our said Province the 
said oathes appointed by Act of Parliament to be taken 
instead of the Oathes of Allegiance and Supremacy and the 
Oath menconed in the aforesaid Act Intituled An Act for the 
Security of her Majesties person and Grovemment and of the 
Succession to the Crown of Great Britain in the Protestant 
line and likewise cause them to make and subscribe the 
aforemenconed Declaracon and vntill the same shall be so 
taken and Subscribed no person shall be capable of sitting 
though Elected And Wee Do hereby give and grant vnto 
you full power and Authority where you shall see Cause and 
shall judge any Offender or Offenders in Capital or Criminall 
matters or for any Fines or Forfeitures due vnto vs fitt 
Objects of our mercy to pardon all such Offenders and to 
Bemit such Fines and Forfeitures (Treason and wilfull mur- 
der only Excepted) in which cases you shall likewise have 
power vpon extraordinary occasions to Grant Beprieves to 
the Offenders therein to the end and vntill our pleasure shall 
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be farther known And Wee do hereby give and grant unto 
you the said Elizeus Burges by your selfe your Captains and 
Comanders by you to be Authorized full power and authority 
to levy Arm Muster Comand or Employ all persons whatso- 
ever residing within our said Province and Territory of the 
Massachusets Bay in New England and as occasion shall 
Bequire them to Transport from one place to another for 
resisting and withstanding of all Enemies Pirates and Bebells 
both at Land and Sea and such Forces with their own con- 
sent or with the Consent of our Council and assembly to 
transport to any of our Plantations in America as Occasion 
shall require for the Defence of the same against the Invasion 
or Attempts of any of our Enemies and such Enemies 
Pirates and Rebells if occasion shall require to pursue and 
prosecute in or out of the limitts of our said Province or any 
part thereof And if it shall so please God them to vanquish 
apprehend and take and being taken either according to Law 
to put to death or to keep and preserve alive at your Discre- 
tion And Wee do further Give and grant vnto you full power 
and authority to Erect raise and build within our Province 
and Territory aforesaid such and so many Forts Platforms 
Castles and Fortificacons as You shall Judge necessary And 
the same or any of them to Fortify and Furnish with Ordnance 
Ammunition and all sorts of Arms fit and necessary for the 
security andDefenceof our said Province and from time to time 
to commit the Gk)vemment of the same to such person or psons 
as to you shall seem meet & the said Forts and Fortificacons 
again to Demolish or Dismantle as may be most convenient and 
to do and Execute all and every other thing which to a Captain 
Generall doth or ought of right to belong as fully and amply 
as any other Our Captain General doth or hath vsually done 
according to the Powers hereby granted or to be granted to 
you And wee do hereby Give and grant vnto you the said 
Elizeus Burges full power and authority to Constitute and 
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appoint Captains Masters & other Comanders of Ships and 
grant vnto such Captains Masters and other Comanders of 
Ships Comissions to Execute the law Martiall according to 
the direccons of an Act passed in the thirteenth year of King 
Charles the second for the Regulating and better government 
of his Majesties Navy Ships of Warr and forces by sea during 
the time of Actual War Invasion or Insurrection and to vse such 
proceedings Authorities Punishments Correction and Execu- 
con vpon any Offender or Offenders which shall be Mutinous 
Seditious disorderly or any way vnruly either at Sea or 
during the time of their abode or Residence in aily of the 
Ports Harbours or Bays of our said Province and Territory 
as the Cause shall be found to require according to Martiall 
law and the said directions during the time of War as afore- 
said Provided that nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued to the Enabling you or any by your Authority To 
hold Plea or have Jurisdiccion of any Offence cause matter 
or thing comitted or done vpon the high Sea or within any 
the Havens Rivers or Creeks of our said Province or Terri- 
tories under your Government by any Captain Comander 
Lieutenant Master or other Officer Seaman Soldier or Person 
whatsoever who shall be in Actuall Service and Pay in or on 
Board any of our Ships of War or other vessels Acting by 
imediate Comission or Warrant from our Comissioners for 
executing the Office of our High Admiral of Great Britain 
vnder the Seal of our Admiralty or from our High Admirall 
of Great Britain for the time being * But that such Captain 
Comander Lievtenant Master Officer Seaman Soldier or other 
person so offending shall be left to be proceeded against and 
tryed as the merit of their Offences shall require either by 
CoSoission vnder our Great Seal of Great Britain as the 
Statute of the Twenty Eighth of Henry the Eighth directs or 
by Comission from our said Co£Sissioners for Executing the 
Office of our high Admiral of Great Britain or from our higlx 
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Admiral of Great Britain for the time being according to the 
Act of Parliament passed in the Thirteenth year of the Reign 
of King Charles the second Entituled An Act for y establishing 
Articles and Orders for the regulating & better Government 
of his Majesties Navy Ships of War and Forces by Sea and 
not otherwise Provided also that all Disorders and Misde- 
meanors comitted on Shear by any Captain Comander Liev- 
tenant Master or other Officer Seaman Soldier or other person 
whatsoever belonging to any of our Ships of War or other 
vessells acting by imediate Comission or Warrant from our 
Comissioners for Executing the Office of our high Admiral 
of Great Britain vnder the Seal of our Admiralty or from 
our High Admiral of Great Britain for the time being may 
be Tryed and Punished according to the Laws of the place 
where any such Disorders OfEences and Misdemeanors shall 
be so comitted on Shoar notwithstanding such Offender be in 
our actuall service and bom in our pay on Board any such 
our Ships of War or other Vessells acting by iinediate Com- 
• mission or Warrant from our Comissioners for Executing the 
Office of our high Admirall or from our high Admirall as 
aforesaid so as he shall not receive any protection for the 
avoiding of Justice for such offences comitted on shoar from 
any pretence of his being Employed in our service at Sea 
And further our Will and Pleasure is that you shall not at 
any time hereafter by colour of any power or Authority 
hereby granted or menconed to be granted take vpon you 
to give grant or dispose of any Office or place within our 
said Province and Territories which now is or shall be 
granted vnder the Great Seal of Great Britain any further 
than that you may vpon the vacancy of any such Office or 
suspencon of any Officer by you put in any person to Officiate 
in the Interval vntill the said place be disposed of by vs Our 
heires and Successors vnder the Great Seal of Great Britain 
or that our directions be otherwise given therein And Wee 
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appoint Captains Masters & other Comanders of Ships and 
grant vnto such Captains Masters and other Comanders of 
Ships Comissions to Execute the law Martiall according to 
the direccons of an Act passed in the thirteenth year of King 
Charles the second for the Begulathig and better government 
of his Majesties Navy Ships of Warr and forces by sea during 
the time of Actual War Invasion or Insurrection and to vse such 
proceedings Authorities Punishments Correction and Execu- 
con vpon any Offender or Offenders which shall be Mutinous 
Seditious disorderly or any way vnruly either at Sea or 
during the time of their abode or Residence in any of the 
Ports Harbours or Bays of our said Province and Territory 
as the Cause shall be found to require according to Martiall 
law and the said directions during the tune of War as afore- 
said Provided that nothing herein contained shall be con- 
strued to the Enabling you or any by your Authority To 
hold Plea or have Jurisdiccion of any Offence cause matter 
or thing coimtted or done vpon the high Sea or within any 
the Havens Rivers or Creeks of our said Province or Terri- 
tories under your Grovemment by any Captain Comander 
Lieutenant Master or other Officer Seaman Soldier or Person 
whatsoever who shall be in Actuall Service and Pay in or on 
Board any of our Ships of War or other vessels Acting by 
imediate Comission or Warrant from our Comissioners for 
executing the Office of our High Admiral of Great Britain 
vnder the Seal of our Admiralty or from our High Admirall 
of Great Britain for the time being * But that such Captain 
Cofioander Lievtenant Master Officer Seaman Soldier or other 
person so offending shall be left to be proceeded against and 
tryed as the merit of their Offences shall require either by 
Comission vnder our Great Seal of Great Britain as the 
Statute of the Twenty Eighth of Henry the Eighth directs or 
by Comission from our said Comissioners for Executing the 
Office of our high Admiral of Great Britain or from our high 
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Admiral of Great Britain for the time being according to the 
Act of Parliament passed in the Thirteenth year of the Reign 
of King Charles the second Entituled An Act for y* establishing 
Articles and Orders for the regulating & better Government 
of his Majesties Navy Ships of War and Forces by Sea and 
not otherwise Provided also that all Disorders and Misde- 
meanors comitted on Shear by any Captain Comander Liev- 
tenant Master or other Officer Seaman Soldier or other person 
whatsoever belonging to any of our Ships of War or other 
vessells acting by imediate Comission or Warrant from our 
Comissioners for Executing the Office of our high Admiral 
of Great Britain vnder the Seal of our Admiralty or from 
our High Admiral of Great Britain for the time being may 
be Tryed and Punished according to the Laws of the place 
where any such Disorders Offences and Misdemeanors shall 
be so comitted on Shoar notwithstanding such Offender be in 
our actuall service and bom in our pay on Board any such 
our Ships of War or other Vessells acting by imediate Com- 
mission or Warrant from our Comissioners for Executing the 
Office of our high Admirall or from our high Admirall as 
aforesaid so as he shall not receive any protection for the 
avoiding of Justice for such offences comitted on shoar from 
any pretence of his being Employed in our service at Sea 
And further our Will and Pleasure is that you shall not at 
any time hereafter by colour of any power or Authority 
hereby granted or menconed to be granted take vpon you 
to give grant or dispose of any Office or place within our 
said Province and Territories which now is or shall be 
granted vnder the Great Seal of Great Britain any further 
than that you may vpon the vacancy of any such Office or 
suspencon of any Officer by you put in any person to Officiate 
in the Interval vntill the said place be disposed of by vs Our 
heires and Successors vnder the Great Seal of Great Britain 
or that our directions be otherwise given therein And Wee 
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Do hereby Require and CoSaand all Officers and Ministers 
Civill and Military and all other the Inhabitants of our said 
Province and Territory to be obedient aiding and Assisting 
vnto you the said Elizeus Surges in the Execution of this 
our Comission and of the Powers and Authorities therein con- 
tained and in case of your Death or absence out of our said 
Province and Territories to be obedient aiding and assisting 
vnto such person as shall be appointed by vs to be our liev- 
tenant Govemour or Comander in Chief of our said Province 
and Territories to whom Wee do therefore by these presents 
give and grant all and singular the powers and authorities 
herein Granted to be by him Executed and enjoyed during 
our pleasure or vntill your arrival within our said Province 
and if vpon your Death or absence out of our said Province 
there be no person vpon the place Comissionated or appointed 
by vs to be our lievtenant Governor or Commander in Chief 
of our said Province and Territories our Will and pleasure is 
that our Council of our said Province for the time being do 
take vpon them the Administracon of the Government and 
Execute our said Comission and Instructions and the severall 
powers and Authorities therein contained in the same man« 
ner and to all intents and purposes as our Governor or Com- 
mander in Chief of our said Province and Territory should or 
ought to do in case of your absence vntill your Retume or in 
all Cases vntill our further pleasure be known therein and 
that in such Case the Eldest Councilor present at each Meet* 
ing of the said Council shall always preside therein And our 
pleasure is that you the said Elizeus Burges shall and may 
hold Execute and enjoy the Office and place of our Captain 
General and Governour in Chief in and over our said Prov- 
ince and Territories of the Massachusets Bay in New 
England with all and singular the Powers and Authorities 
hereby granted vnto you for and during our Will and pleas- 
ure And Whereas there are Divers Colonies adjoining to 
Our Province of the Massachusets Bay for the Defence and 
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security whereof it is Requisite that due care be taken in the 
time of War Wee have therefore thought it further necessary 
for our Service and for the better Protection and Security of 
our Subjects Inhabiting those parts to constitute and appoint 
And Wee do by these presents Constitute and appoint you 
the said Elizeus Burges to be our Captain General and Com- 
ander in Chief of the Militia and of all the Forces by Sea 
and Land within our Colonies of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantacon the Narraganset Country or Kings Province and 
of all our Forts and Places of strength within the same And 
for the better Ordering governing and Ruling oiur said Militia 
and all our Forces Forts and places of Strength within our 
said Colonies of Rhode Island and Providence Plantacon and 
the Narraganset Country or Kings Province Wee do hereby 
give and Grant vntoyou the said Elizeus Burges and in your 
absence to our Lieutenant Govemour or Comander in Chief 
or Council of our Province of the Massachusets Bay for the 
time being as aforesaid all and every the like powers as in 
these presents are before Granted and recited for the Ruleing 
Governing and Ordering our Militia and all oiur Forces Forts 
and places of Strength within our Province of the Massachu- 
sets Bay to be Exercised by you the said Elizeus Burges and 
in your absence from our Territory and Dominion of New 
England by our said lievtenant Governor or Comander in 
Chief of our said Province of the Massachusets Bay for the 
time being within oiur said Colonies of Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantation and the Narraganset Country or 
Kings Province for and during our Pleasure 

In witnesse &c Witnesse our Self e at WestBa the seven- 
teenth Day of March By Writt of Privy SeaP Paten' de 
Anno B^gni Reffis Greorgii primo Nos autem tenorem pr^mis- 
Bonim -predidorum ad Requisictonem Elizei Burges Axmigeri 
Dxiximus Exemplificandu;?! per presentes In cujus rei Testi- 
monium has Idteras Fieri fecimus Patentes Teste me ip^o 

^ VHiat follows is found in the Ezemplifioation only. 
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apud Westmonasterium primo die Septembm Anno Regni 
nostii secundo 

TREVOE MATTHIAS 



{Rob* Hoa^w.^ . ^«.»^«. 
et J- in 

Will Ec 



HoLFOBD 1 Ma,gi8tros 
et > in 

BoGEBS J CaxiceUaria 



Puilic Record Office^ Patent JRoU, 1 George /, Part 

8, No. 26. Compared with the Exemplification ^ in the li- 
brary of the Massachusetts Historical Society {171. 2. 4)-^ 

> This Exampliflcation, which was giTen to the Masaaohnsetts Hutorical 
Society about 1810, ia the only document of the aort (among the Commiasiona 
printed in thia yolume) that ia now known to be extant. It ia engroaaed on 
three aheeta of parchment (the initial letter containing a repreaentatlon of 
George I), and appending ia the (jieat Seal of England (now broken). 

t The differenoea between the Exemplification and tiie copy in the Patent 
Boll are noted in f ootnotea* 
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SAMUEL SHUTE^S COMMISSION 



AS 



GOVERNOR OF THE PROVINCE OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAY 



15 JuNB, 1716 



DRAUGHT OF A COMMISSION FOR SAMUEL SHUTE ESQ« TO MmjI^bW^ 
BE GOVERNOR OF THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY 



4BeoKSt hp tfyt 4Rtatt of 4Rt^f Mng of 4Rttat 
52^ntam» frame ottti StelatOi^ J3Defenba: of tfye featfyf 

t^c* To Our Trusty & Well beloved Samuel Shutb Esq' 
Greeting. 

Whereas by a Royal Charter, under the Great Seal of 
England bearing date the seventh day of Oct' in the third 
Year of the Reign of King William the third, the Colony 
of the Massachusets Bay, the Colony of New Plimouth, the 
Province of Maine in New England, the Territory of Accadie 
or Nova Scotia, and the Lands lying between the said Ter- 
ritory of Nova Scotia and the Province of Maine aforesaid, 
were united, erected & incorporated into one Real Prov- 
ince, by the name of our Province of the Massachusets Bay. 
in New England, & his said Majesty did thereby grant to 
our loving Subjects the Inhabitants of our said Province or 
Territory of the Massachusets Bay in New England & their 
Successors, that there shall be a Governor, a Lieu* Governor 
& Secretary of our Said Province and Territory, to be from 
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time to time appointed & Commissionated by the said King 
William, his Heirs and Successors with several Priviledges, 
Franchises and Immunities thereby granted to our said lov- 
ing subjects ; We therefore reposing especial Trust & Con- 
fidence in your Prudence, Courage and Loyalty, out of our 
especial Grace, certain Knowledge and Meer Motion, have 
thought fitt to constitute and appomt, and by these Presents, 
do constitute and appoint You the said Jb&muA Jb^Utt to be 
our Cap* General and Governor in Chief in and over Our 
said Province of the Massachusets Bay in New England; 
And for your better Guidance and Direction, 

We do hereby require and command you to do and exe- 
cute all things in due manner, that shall belong unto the 
To eneoto iUi Trust Wo havo rcposcd in you, according to the several 
t<»«diDgto Powers and Authorities mentioned in the said Charter, and 
in these Presents, and such further Powers and Instructions 
& Authorities as you shall receive, or which shall at any 
time hereafter be granted or appointed you under our Sign 
Manual and Signet, or by Order of our Privy Council, in pur- 
suance of the said Charter, and according to such reasonable 
Laws and Statutes as are now in Force or which hereafter 
shall be made and agreed upon, in such manner and form 
as by the said Charter is directed. 

And Our Will and Pleasure is, that you the said Samuel 
" Shute after the Publication of these our Letters Patents do 
in the first Place take the Oaths appointed by Act of Par^ 
liament to be taken instead of the Oaths of Allegiance 
& Supremacy & the Oath mentioned in an Act pass'd in the 
first year of our Reign, entituled. An Act far the further 8e- 
curiiy of his Mcgesty^s Person and Oovemment & the Succes-- 
sion of the Crown in the Heirs of the kUe Princess Sophia^ being 
Protestants ; And the Eodinguishing the Hopes of the Pre- 
tended Prince of Wales and his open and secret Abettors. As 
also that you make and subscribe the Declaration mentioned 
in an Act of Parliam* made in y* 25*^ year of the Reign of 
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King Charles the 2"^ Entituled An Act for preventinff Danr- 
ffers which moy happen from.PopUh Seeusants; And like- 
wise that ypu take the usual Oath for the due Execution of the 
Office & Trust of our Oapt° Greneral and 607* in Chief in and 
over Our said Province^ for the due and impartial Administra- 
tion of Justice ; And further that you take the Oath required 
to be taken by Gov" of Plantations to do their utmost that 
the several Laws relating to Trade and Plantations^ be ob- 
served ; which said Oaths and Declarations Our Council of 
Our said Province or any three of the Members thereof have 
hereby full Power and Authority and are required to tender 
and administer unto you, and in your Absence to Our Lieu* 
Governor of our said Province, if there be any upon the 
Place. All which being duly performed, Ton shall admin- 
ister to Each of the members of our said Council, and to to momiaubK 
Our said Lieu* Governor, if there be any upon the Place, ^^^Jgjjj 
the said Oaths appointed by Law to be taken instead of the 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy and the Oath mentioned 
in the said Act entituled, An Act for the further Security of 
his Majesty's Person and Oovemmt & the succession of the 
Crown in the Heirs of the late Princess Sophia being Protestants, 
and for extinguishing the Hopes of the Pretended Prince of 
Wales and Jus open and secret Abettors. As also to cause 
them to make and subscribe the foremention'd Declaration, 
& to administer to them the Oath for the due Execution 
of their Places and Trusts. As also that you administer or 
cause to be administered unto all the Members that shall be iv> idninMti 
elected to serve in the Generall Assembly of our said Prov- 
ince the said Oaths appointed by Act of Parliament to 
be taken instead of the Oaths of Allegiance Supremacy, and 
the Oath mentioned in the foresaid Act Entituled, An Act 
for the further Security of his Majesty's Person and Govemr 
ment & the Succession of the Crown in the Heirs of the late 
Princess Sophia being Protestants, and for extinguishing the 
Hopes of the Pretended Prince of Wales , and Ms open and secret 
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Abettors. And likewise cause them to make and subscribe 
the forementioned Declaration, And until the same shall 
be so taken & subscribed, no person shall be capable of 
sittiDg, iho' elected. 

And We do hereby give and grant unto you full Power 
and Authority, where you shall see cause, and shall judge 
any Offender or Offenders in Capitall or Criminal Matters, 
or for any Fines or Forfeitures due unto Us, fit objects of our 
Mercy, t^ pardon all such Offenders, & to remit such Fines 
and Forfeitures (Treason and Wilf ull Murder only excepted) 
In which Cases you shall likewise have Power upon ex- 
traordinary Occasions to grant Reprieves to the Offenders 
therein, to the .End and until our Pleasure shall be further 
known. 

And We do hereby give and grant unto You the said 
Samuel Shute, by yourself, your Captains & Commanders by 
you to be Authorized, full Power and Authority, to levy, 
arm, muster, Comand or employ all Persons whatsoever, 
residing within our said Province & Territory of the Mass- 
achusets Bay in New England, and as occasion shall require, 
them to transport from one Place to another, for resisting 
& withstanding of all Enemies, Pirates & Bebels, both at 
Land & Sea, and such Forces with their own Consent or 
with the Consent of our Council and Assembly to transport 
to any of our Plantations in America as occasion shall re* 
quire, for the Defence of the same, against the Invasion 
or Attempts of any of our Enemies; and such Enemies, 
Pirates and Bebels, if occasion shall require,^ to persue 
and prosecute in or out of the Limits of our said Province 
or any parts thereof. 

And if it shall so please God, them to vanquish appre- 
hend and take, and being taken, either according to the Law 
of Arms, to put to Death, or to keep and preserve alive, at 
your Discretion. 

We do further give and grant unto you full Power and 
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Authority to erects raise and build, within our Province and 
Territory afores§iid, such and so many Forts, Platforms, ibbuJidiMi 
Castles and Fortifications as vou shall judge necessary ; And 
the same or any of them to fortify aid famish wiS Ordi- 
nance, Ammunition, and aU sorts of Arms, fit and necessary 
for the Security and Defence of our said Province, and from 
time to time to commit the Government of the same to such 
Person or Persons as to you shall seem meet, and the said 
Forts and Fortifications again to demolish or dismantle as 
may be most Convenient ; And to do and execute all & 
every other thing w^ to a Captain Gen* doth or ought of 
Right to belong, as fully & amply as any other our Cap* 
General doth or hath usually done, according to the Powers 
hereby granted or^to be granted to You. 

And we do hereby give and grant unto Tou the said Jjwjtat^ 
Samuel Shute full Power and Authority to constitute and ^ ^*^ 
appoint Captains, Masters and other Commanders of Ships, 
and grant unto such Captains, Masters and other Com- 
manders of Ships, Commissions to execute the Law Martial, 
during the time of actual War, Invasion or Insurrection, and 
to use such Proceedings, Authorities, Punishm** Correction 
& Execution upon any Offender or Offenders which shall 
be Mutinous, Seditious, disorderly or any way unruly either 
at sea, or during the time of their Abode or Residence in 
any of the Ports, Harbours or Bays of our said Province 
and Territory, as the Cause shall be found to require, 
according to Martial Law^ during the time of War, as 
aforesaid. 

Provided that nothing herein contained shall be con- Hot to pnaidi 

o oif«D06s on 

strued to the inabling you or any by your Authority, 5w«*"^ 
to hold plea or have Jurisdiction of any Offence, Cause 
Matter or thing committed or done upon the high Sea, 
or within any of the Havens Rivers or Creeks of our said 
Province or Territories under your Govemm* by any Captain, 
Commander, Lieu*, Master or other Officer, Seaman, Soldier 
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or Person whatsoever, who shall be in actual Service & Pay 
in or on Board any of our Ships of War or otljer Vessells 
acting by Immediate Commission or Warrant from our C!om- 
miss" for executiag the Office of Our High Admiral of Great 
Brittain under the Seal of Our Admiralty, or from our High 
Admiral of Great Brittain for the time being ; But that such 
Captain, Commander, Lieu^ Master, officer Seaman, Soldier 
or other Person so offending, shall be left to be proceeded 
against, and tryed, as the merit of their Offences shall re- 
quire, either by Commission under our Great Seal of 
Great Brittain, as the Statute of the 28** of Henry the 8** 
direct,, or b/comn.i«i„n £roM oar »id CommiSer. to 
executing the Office of Our High Admiral of Great Britain or 
from Our High Admiral of Great Britain for the time being, 
according to the Act of Parliam* passed in the 13^ year of the 
Beign of Eling Charles the 2^, Entituled An Act for the 
establishing Articles and Orders far the regtdating and better 
Government of Sis Majesty^s Navy, Ships of War and Forces 
hy sea, and not otherwise. Provided also that all Disorders 
and Misdemeanors committed on Shore, by any Cap*, Com- 
mander, Lieu*, Master or other Officer, Seaman, Soldier or 
Person whatsoever, belonging to any of Our Ships of War, or 
other Vessells, actiug by imediate Commission or Warrant 
from Our Commiss" for Executing the Office of Our High 
Admiral of Great Brittain under the Seal of our Admiralty, 
or from Our High Admiral of Great Brittain for the time 
being, may be tryed and punished according to the Laws of 
the Place, where any such Disorders, Offences & Misdemean- 
ors shall be so committed on shore, notwithstanding such 
Offender be in Our actual service, & bom in our Pay on 
Board any such our Ships of War or other Vessells acting by 
Immediate Commission or Warrant from Our Commiss" for 
executing the Office of Our High Admiral, or from Our 
High Admiral, as aforesaid, so as He shall not receive any 
Protection for the avoiding of Justice, for such Offences 
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comitted on shore from any pretence of his being implo jed 
in Our Service at Sea. 

And further Our Will & Pleasure is. that you shall not vottodiipow 

ofPiKtant 

at any time hereafter^ by colour of any Power or Au- «■<*• 
thority hereby granted or mentioned to be granted, take upon 
You to give, grant or dispose of any Office or Place within 
our said Province and Territories, which now is, or shall 
be granted, under the Great Seal of Great Brittain, any 
further than that You may upon the Vacancy of any such 
Office or Suspension of any Officer by You, put in any Per- 
son to officiate in the Interval until the said place be disposed 
of, by Us Our Heirs, or Successors under the Great Seal of 
Great Brittain, or that Our Directions be otherwise given 
therein. 

And We do hereby require and Command all Officers and 
Ministers Civil and Military, And all other the Inhabitants au penou to 

, aid tlifl Gowmor 

of Our said Province and Territory, to be obedient, aiding 
and assisting unto you the said Samuel Shute in the Ex- 
ecution of this Our Commiss" and of the Powers & Authori- 
ties therein contained, and in case of your Death or Absence 
out of Our said Province and Territories, to be obedient, 
aiding and assistiag unto such Person as shall be appointed 
by Us to be Our Lieu* Governor Commander in Chief of 
Our said Province and Territories, to whom We do therefore 
by these Presents give and grant all and singular the Powers 
and Authorities herein granted, to be by him executed and 
enjoyed during Our Pleasure, or until your Arrival within 
Our said Province. 

And if upon yoiur Death, or Absence out of Our said 
Province, there be no Person upon the Place commissionated D»Toifiti<» or 
or appointed by us to be our Lieu* Gov* or Commander in 
Chief of Our said Province and Territories, Our Will and 
Pleasure is, that Our Council of Our said Province for the 
time being do take upon them the Administration of the Gov- 
ernment, and execute Our said Commission and Instructions^ 
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and the several Powers and Authorities therein contained, 
in the same manner and to all Intents and Purposes, as Our 
Gov* or Commander in Chief of Our said Province & Terri- 
tory should or ought to do in case of your Absence untill 
your Return or in all cases untill Our further * be known 
therein and that in such case the Eldest Councillor : present 
at each Meeting of the said Council shall always preside 
therein. 

And Our Pleasure is that Tou the said Samuel Shute 
shall and may hold execute and enjoy the Office and Place 
of Our Cap* General and Gov* in Chief in and over Our 
said Province and Territories of the Massachusets Bay in 
New England, with all and singular the Powers and Authori- 
ties hereby granted unto Tou, for & during Our Will and 
Pleasure. 

And whereas there are divers Colonies adjoyning to Our 
Province of the Massachusets Bay, for the Defence and Se* 
curity whereof, it is requisite that due care be taken in the 
time of War, We have therefore thought it further neces- 
sary for Our Service, and for the better Protection & Security 
of Our Subjects inhabiting those Parts, to constitute and 
appoint. And We do by these Presents constitute and ap- 
point You the said Sam^ Shute to be Our Cap* General and 
Commander in Chief of the Militia and of all the Forces 
by Sea and Land, within Our Collonies of Rhode Island 
& Providence Plantation, the Narraganset Country or King's 
Province, and of all Our Forts and Places of Strength within 
the same in time of War or imminent Danger. 

And for the better ordering Governing, and ruling Our 
said Militia & all Our Forces, Forts and Places of Strength 
within Our said Colonies of Rhode Island & Providence 
Plantation, and the Narraganset Country or King's Prov- 
ince ; We do hereby give *and grant unto Tou the said 
Samuel Shute, and in your absence to Our Lieu* Gov' or 

1 Sie: further Pleasure. 
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Commander in Chief of Our Province of the MassachusetB 
Bay^ all & every the like Powers as in these Presents are 
before granted and recited^ for the Ruling, Groveming and 
Ordering our Militia, and all Our Forces^ Forts & Places 
of Strength within Our Province of the Massachusets Bay to 
be exercised by Tou the said Samuel Shute and in your Ab- 
sence from Our Territory and Dominion of New England, by 
Our said Lieu^ Gov' or Commander in Chief of our said 
Province of the Massachusets Bay for the time being, within 
Our said Colonies of Rhode Island & Providence Plantation^ 
& the Narraganset Country or King's Province, during time 
of War or imminent Danger, as aforesaid. 

Lastly, We have revoked, determined & made void, & by 
these Presents do revoke^ determine & make void the like Bmertumof 
Commission or Letters Patents granted by Us unto Elizeus ooraSXr 
Burgess Esq' for the Gov* of our said Province of y* Massa- 
chusets Bay, under the Great Seal of Great Brittain bearing 
Date at Westminster the day of in 

the first Tear of our Reign, 

In Witness whereof We have caused these Our L"to 
be made Patents. Witness Ourself at Westminster^ the TMeiB-jaau 
day of second Year of Our Reign. gai »•• * 

r 

Public Record Office, Cohnial Office, Class 6, Volume 
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WILLIAM BUENETS COMMISSION 



AS 



GOVERNOR OF THE PROVINCE OP THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAY 



7 Mabch, 1727-8 



4Beor0e tfyt JtetmXi ftp tfyt 4Bcace of 4Boti ^t To Our 

Trusty and Welbeloved William Burnet Esquire Greeting 

Whereas by a Boyal Charter vnder the Great Seal of 
England bearing date y* Seventh day of October in the third 
j)e Conce*- year of the Beign of King William the Third 
AmiSr*"* tlie Colony of the Massachusets Bay the Colony of 
CommiBstoniV jq^^^ Plymouth the Province of Main in New 

England the Territorie of Accadie or Nova Scotia and the 
lands lying between the said Territory of Nova Scotia and 
the Province of Main aforesaid were united Erected and In- 
corporated into one Real Province by the name of Our Prov- 
ince of the Massachusetts Bay in New England and his said 
Majestie did thereby Grant to Our loving subjects the In- 
habitants of Our said Province or Territory of y* Massachu- 
setts Bay in New England and their Successors that there 
should be a Governor lievtenant (Jovemor and a Secretary 
of Our said Province and Territory to be from time to time 
appointed and Commissionated by the said King William 
his heires and Successors with several Privileges Franchises 
and Imunities thereby Granted to our said loving subjects And 
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Whereas Our said late Royal Father of Blessed memory did 
by His letters Patents vnder his Great Seal of Great Britain 
bearing date at Westminster the fifteenth day of June in the 
second year of his Reign constitute and appoint Samuel 
Shute Esquire to be Captain General and Governor in Chief 
in and over Our said Province of the Massachusets Bay in 
New England for and during his Will andpleasure as by the 
said severall recited Letters Patents relacon being thereunto 
had may more fully and at large appear In which said office 
by virtue of the Statute in such Case made and Provided the 
said Samuel Shute was continued for the Space of Six 
months from the time of Our said late Royal Father and by 
virtue of Our Royal Proclamation for that Purpose issued 
bearing date the Fifth day of July in the first year of our 
Reign he is continued vntil our pleasure be further Known 
or other Provision be made concerning the said office Now * 
know you that Wee have revoked and Determined and by 
these Presents Do Revoke and Determine the said last re- 
cited letters Patents and every Clause Article and thing 
therein contained and him the said Samuel Shute Wee do re- 
move from the said office by these presents And further 
know you that Wee reposing Especial Trust and Confidence 
in the Prudence Courage and loyalty of you the said WHt^ 
iiam SS^untet of our Especial Grace certain knowledge and 
meer mocoh have thought fitt to constitute and appoint And 
by these presents do Constitute and appoint you the said 
William Burnet to be Our Capain ^ General and Governor 
in Chief in and over our said Province of the Massachusets 
Bay in New England and for yoiu* better Guidance and Di- 
reccon And Wee do hereby Require and Command you to do 
and Execute all things in Due manner that shall belong unto 
the Trust Wee have reposed in you according to the several 
Powers and Authorities menconed in the said Charter and in 
in these presents, and such further Powers Instruccoiis and 

^ Sic. 



112 WILLIAM BUBNETS COMMISSION [1727*3 

Authorities as you shall receive or which shall at any time 
hereafter be Granted or appointed you vnder Our Sign Man- 
ual and Signet or by Our Order in Our Privy Council in 
Pursuance of the said Charter and accordmg to such reason- 
able Laws and Statutes as are now in force or which here- 
after shall be made and agreed vpon in such manner and 
forme as by the said Charter is Directed And our WiU and 
Pleasure is that you the said William Burnet after the publi- 
cacon of these Our Letters Patents do in the first place take the 
Oathes appointed to be taken by an Act passed in the first 
year of his said late Majesties Beign Entituled (An Act for 
the further Security of His Majesties Person and Government 
and the Succession of the Crown in the Heires of the late 
Princess Sophia* being Protestants and for extinguishing the 
Hopes of the Pretended Prince of Wales and his open and 
< Secret Abettors) As also that you make and Subscribe the 
Declaracon menconed in an Act of Parliament made in the 
Twenty Fifth year of the Beign of King Charles the second 
Entituled (An Act for Preventing Dangers which may hap- 
pen from Popish Becusants) and likewise that you take the 
usual Oath for the Due Execution of the Office and Trust of 
Our Captain General and Governor m Chief in and over Our 
said Province as well with regard to the due and Impartial 
Administration of Justice as otherwise And further that you 
take the Oath required to be taken by Governors of Planta- 
cons to do their vtmost that the several Laws relating to 
Trade and the Plantations be observed which said Oathes 
and Declaration Our Council of Our said Province or any 
three of the Members thereof have hereby full Power and 
Authority and are required to tender and administer vnto 
you and in your Absence to Our Lievtenant Governor of 
Our said Province if there be any vpon the Place All which 
being duely performed Ton shall administer to each of the 
Members of Our said Council and to Our said Lievtenant 
Governor if there be any vpon the Place the said Oaths 
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menooned in the said Act Intituled (An Act for the farther 
Security of His Majesties Person and Government and the 
limitation of the Crown in the Heires of the late Princess 
Sophia being Protestants and for Extinguishing the Hopes of 
the Pretended Prince of Wales and his open and secret abet- 
tors) as also to Cause them to make and Subscribe the f ore- 
menconed Declaration and to administer to them the Oath 
for the due Execution of their Places and Trusts As also 
that you administer or cause to be administred vnto all 
the Members that shall be Elected to serve in the General 
Assembly of Our said Province the Oathes menconed in the 
said Act Entituled (An Act for the further Security of his 
Majesties Person and Government and the Succession of the 
Crown in the Heires of the late Princess Sophia being Prot- 
estants and for Extinguishing the Hopes of the pretended 
Prince of Wales and his open and Secret abettors) And 
likewise cause them to make and Subscribe the foremention'd 
Declaration And until the same shall be so taken and sub- 
scribed No Person shall be capable of sitting though Elected 
And Our further Will and Pleasure is that you shall and 
may keep and vse the Publick Seal of Our said Province for 
Sealing all things whatsoever that pass the Great Seal of Our 
said Province vnder your Government And Wee do hereby 
Give and Grant vnto you full Power and Authority where you 
shall see Cause and shall judge any Offender or Offenders in 
Capital or Criminal matters or for any Fines or Forfeitures • 
due vnto Us fit objects of Our mercy to pardon all such 
Offenders and to remit such Fines and Forfeitures (Treason 
and Wilfull Murther only Excepted) In which cases you 
shall likewise have power vpon Extraordinary Occasions to 
Grant Beprives to the Offenders therein to the end and vntil 
Our Pleasure shall be further known And Wee do hereby 
Give and Grant vnto you the said William Burnet by your 
selfe or by your Captains and Commanders by you to be Au- 
thorized full Power and Authority to levy arm muster Com- 
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mand and Employ al Persons whatsoever residing within 
Our s^ Province and Territory of the Massachusetts Bay in 
New England and as occasion shall require to march them 
from one place to another or to Embark them for resisting 
and withstanding of all Enemies Pirates and Bebells both at 
Land & Sea and such Forces with their own Consent or with 
the Consent of Our Council and Assembly to transport to 
any of our Plantacons in America as occasion shall require 
for the Defence of the same against the Invasion or At- 
tempts of any of Our Enemies and such Enemies Pirates and 
Rebells if occasion shall require to persue and prosecute in 
or but of the limitts of Our said Province or any part thereof 
and if ' shall please God them to vanquish apprehend and take 
and being taken either according to Law to put to Death or 
keep and preserve alive at your Discretion And Wee do fur- 
ther Give and Qrant vnto you full Power and Authority to 
Erect raise and build within Our Province and Territory afore- 
said such and so many Forts Platforms Castles and Fortifica- 
tions as you shall Judge necessary and the same ' any of them 
to Fortify and Furnish with Ordnance Amunition and all 
Sorts of Armes fitt and necessary for the Security and Defence 
of Our said Province and from time to time to Committ the 
Government of the same to such Person or Persons as to you 
shall seem meet And the said Forts and Fortifications again 
to Demolish or Dismantle as may be most Convenient And 
to do and Execute all and every other thing or things which 
to a Captain General doth or ought of right to belong as 
fully and amply as any other our Captain General doth or 
hath usually done according to the Powers hereby granted 
to you And Wee do hereby Give and Grant vnto you the 
said William Burnet full Power and Authority to Constitute 
and appoint Captains Lievtenants Masters and other Com- 
manders and Officers of Ships and to grant vnto such Cap- 
tains Lievtenants Masters and other Comanders and Officers 

^ Sic: If it. * Sic: same or. 
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of Ships Comissions to Execute the Law Martial accordmg 
to the Directions of an Act passed in the Thirteenth year of 
the Reign of King Charles the Second Entituled (An Act for 
the Establishing Articles and Orders for the Regulating and 
better Government of His Majesties Navies Ships of Warr and 
Forces by Sea) and to use such proceedings Authorities Fun* 
ishments Correccons and Execucons vpon any Offender or of* 
fenders who shall be Mutinous Seditious Disorderly or any 
way vnruly either at sea or during the time of their abode 
or residence in any of the Ports Harbours or Bays of Our 
said Province and Territory as the Cause shall be found to 
require according to martiall Law and the said Directions 
during the time of War as aforesaid Provided that nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to the Enabling you or^ny 
by your Authority to hold Plea or have Jurisdiccon of any 
Offence Cause matter or thing Committed or done vpon the 
high Sea or within any the Havens Rivers or Creeks of Our 
said Province or Territories vnder your Government by any 
Captain Comander Lievtenant Master or other Officer Sea- 
man Soldier or other Person whatsoever who shall be in 
actual Service and Pay in or on board any of Our Ships of 
War or other vessels acting by immediate Comission or War- 
rant from Our Comissioners for Executing the Office of Our 
High Admiral or from Our High Admiral of Great Britain 
for the time being vnder the Seal of Our Admiralty But 
that such Captain Commander Lievtenant Master Officer 
Seaman Soldier or other Person so offending shall be left to 
be proceeded against and tried as the merit of their Offences 
shall require either by Commission vnder Our Great Seal of 
Great Britain as the Statute of the Twenty Eighth of Henry 
the Eighth directs or by Commission from Our said Comis- 
sioners for Executing the Office of Our fiigh Admiral or 
from Our High Admiral of Great Britain for the time being 
according to the f oremenconed Act Entituled (An Act for the 
establishing Articles and Orders for the Regulating and better 
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Government of His Majesties Navies Ships of War and 
Forces by Sea) and not otherwise And also that all Disorders 
Misdemeanors committed on Shoar by any Captain Com- 
mander Lievtenant Master or other Officer Seaman Soldier 
or other Person whatsoever belonging to any of Our Ships of 
War acting by immediate Commission or Warrant from Our 
Comissioners for Executing the Office of Our High Admiral 
or from Our High Admiral of Great Britain for the time 
being vnder the Seal of Our Admiralty may be tryed and 
pimished according to the Laws of the Place where any such 
Disorders Offences and Misdemeanours shall be Committed 
on Shoar notwithstanding such Offender be in Our actual 
Service and bom in Our pay on board any such Our Ships of 
War or other vessel acting by immediate Commission or 
Warrant from Our Comissioners for Executing the Office of 
Our High Admiral or from Our High Admiral of Great 
Britain for the time being as aforesaid so as he shall not 
receive any protection for the avoiding of Justice for such 
Offences committed on Shoar from any Pretence of his being 
Employed in Our Service at Sea And Our further Will and 
pleasure is that you shall not at any time hereafter by Colour 
of any Power or Authority hereby granted or mentioned to 
be Granted take vpon you to give grant or dispose of any 
Office or Place within Our said Province and Territories 
which now is or shall be Granted vnder the Great Seal of 
Great Britain any further than that you may vpon the va- 
cancy of any such Office or Suspension of any Officer by you 
put in any Person to Officiate in the Interval vntil the said 
Place be disposed of by Us Our Heires or Successors vnder 
the Great Seal of Great Britain or that Our Directions be 
otherwise given therein And Wee do hereby Require and 
Command all Officers and Ministers Civil and Military and 
all other the Inhabitants of Our said Province and Territory to 
be obedient ayding and assisting vnto you the said William 
Burnet in the Execucon of this Our Comission and of the 
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Powers of the Powers^ and Authorities therein contained 
and in Case of your Death or absence out of Our said Prov- 
ince and Territories to be obedient ayding and Assisting vnto 
such person as shall be appointed by vs to be Our lievtenant 
(Jovemor or Commander in Chief of Our said Province and 
Territories to whom Wee do therefore by these presents Give 
^and grant all and Singular the Powers and Authorities herein 
Granted to be by him Executed and enjoyed during Our 
Pleasure or vntil your arrival within Our said Province And 
if vpon your Death or Absence out of Our said Province there 
be no Person vpon the Place Commissionated or appointed 
by vs to be Our Lievtenant Grovemor or Commander in Chief 
of Our said Province and Territories Our Will and Pleasure 
is that Our Council of Our said Province for the time being 
do take vpon them the administration of the Government 
and Execute Our said Commission and Instruccons and the 
several Powers and Authorities therein Contained in the 
same manner and to all Intents and Purposes as Our Gov- 
emour or Commander in Chief of Our said Province and 
Territories should or ought to do in case of your absence 
vntil your retume or in all Cases vntil Our further Pleasure 
be known therein and that in such case the Eldest Councillor 
present at each meeting of the said Council shall alwaies 
preside therein And Our pleasure is that you the said 
William Burnet shall and may hold Execute and enjoy the 
Office and place of Our Captain General and Governor in 
Chief in and over Our said Province and Territories of the 
Massachusetts Bay in New England with all and singular the 
Powers and Authorities hereby Granted vnto you for and 
During Our Will and Pleasure And Whereas there are divers 
Colonies adjojniing to Our Province of the Massachusetts 
Bay for the Defence and Security whereof it is requisite that 
due Care be taken in the time of War Wee have therefore 
thought it further necessary for Our Service and for the bet- 
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ter protection and Security of Our Subjects Inhabiting those 
parts to Constitute and appoint And Wee do by these Pres- 
ents Constitute and appoint you the said William Burnet to 
be Our Captain General and Commander in Chief of the 
Militia and of all the Forces by Sea and Land within Our 
Colonies of Rhode Island and Providence Plantation the 
Narraganset Country or Kings Province and all Our Forts 
and Places of strength within the same in time of War or 
imminent danger And for the better Ordering Governing 
and Ruling Our said Militia and all Our Forces Forts and 
places of Strength within Our said Colonies of Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantation and the Narraganset Country or 
Kings Province Wee Do hereby Give and Grant vnto you the 
said William Burnet and in your Absence to our Lieutenant 
Governor or Commander in Chief of our said Province of the 
Massachusets Bay all and every the like Powers as in these 
Presents are before Granted and recited for the Ruling Gov- 
erning and Ordering Our Militia and all Our Forces Forts 
and Places of Strength within Our Province of the Massa- 
chusetts Bay to be Exercised by you the said William Burnet 
and in your absence from our Territory and Dominions of 
New England by Our said Lievtenant Govemour or Com- 
mander in Chief of Our said Province of the Massachusetts 
Bay for the time being within Our said Colonies of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantation and the Narraganset Coun- 
try or Kings Province during the time of War or imminent 
Danger as aforesaid In Witness &c Witness Our selfe at 
Westminster the seventh day of March 

Public Record Office^ Patent EoU, 1 George J/, 
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JONATHAN BELCHEE'S COMMISSION 



AS 



GOVERNOR OF THE PROVINCE OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAY 



28 Janxjabt, 1729-80 



4^entse t^t ^ecotiti Bp tfyt 4Brace of 4Boli ^t To Our 

Trusty and Welbeloved Jonathan Bslcher Esquire 
Gfreetm^ 

Whereas by a Boyal Charter vnder the Great Seal of 
England bearing date the Seventh day of October in the third 
year of the Beign of King William the ^ the Col- 
ony of the Massachusets Bay the Colony of New Si^^'XS? 
Plymouth the Province of Main in New Eng- p«roCom- 
land the Territory of Accadie or Nova Scotia '"**"^^ 
and the Lands lying between the said Territory of Nova Scotia 
and the Province of Main aforesaid were vnited Erected and 
Incorporated into one Real Province by the Name of Our Prov- 
ince of the Massachusets Bay in New England and his said Ma- 
jestie*did thereby Grant to our loving Subjects the Inhabitants 
of Our said Province or Territory of the Massachusets Bay in 
New England and their Successors that there should be a Gov- 
ernor a Lievtenant Governor and Secretary of Our said Prov- 
ince and Territory to be from time to time Appointed and com- 
issionated by the said King William his heires and successors 

^ Sie: the Third. 
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with several Privileges Franchises and Imunities thereby 
granted to Our said loving Subjects Now know you that Wee 
reposing especial Trust and Confidence in the prudence courage 
and Loyalty of you the said $^onat||att ^eU^er of our especial 
Grace certam knowledge and meer mocon have thought fit to 
Constitute and appoint And by these presents Do Constitute 
and Appoint you the said Jonathan Belcher to be Our Captain 
General and Governor in Chief in and over Our said Prov- 
ince of the Massachusets Bay in New England and for your 
better Guidance and Direcc5& Wee do hereby Require and 
Command you to do and Execute all things in due manner 
that shall belong to the Trust Wee have reposed in you ac- 
cording to the several Powers and Authorities menconed in 
the said Charter and in these presents and such further Pow- 
ers Ipistructions and Authorities as you shall receive or 
which shall at any time hereafter be Granted or Appointed 
you vnder our Sign Manual and Signet or by Our Order in 
Our Privy Council in Pursuance of the said Charter and ac- 
cording to such reasonable laws and Statutes as are now in 
Force or which hereafter shall be made and agreed upon in 
such manner and forme as by the said Charter is directed 
And Our Will and pleasure is that you the said Jonathan 
Belcher after the Publication of these our Letters Patents do 
in the first place take the Oathes appointed to be taken by 
an Act passed in the first year of the Beign of our late Boyal 
Father King George the First Entituled (An Act for the fur- 
ther Security of His Majesties Person and Grovemment and 
the Succession of the Crown in the Heires of the late Prin- 
cess Sophia being Protestants and for Extinguishing the 
Hopes of the pretended Prince of Wales and his open and 
Secret Abettors) as also that you make and subscribe the 
Declaration mentioned in An Act of Parliament made in 
the five and Twentieth year of the Reign of King Charles 
the Second Entituled (An Act for preventing Dangers which 
may happen from Popish Becusants) and likewise that you 
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take theYBual oath for the due Execucon of the Office and Trust 
of Our Captain General and Grovemor in Chief in and over 
Our said Province as well with Begard to the due and Im- 
partial administracon of Justice as otherwise and further 
that you take the Oath requred to he taken by Governors of 
Plantations to do their vtmost that the several Laws relating 
to Trade and Plantations be observed which said Oathe 
and Declaracon Our Council of Our said Province or any 
three of the members thereof have hereby full Power and 
Authority and are required to tender and administer vnto you 
and in your Absence to Our Lievtenant Governor of Our said 
Province if there be any vpon the Place all which being duly 
performed you shall Administer to each of the members of Our 
said Council and to Our said Lievtenant Governor if there 
be any vpon the place the Oaths menconed in the said Act 
Entituled (An Act for the further Security of His Majesties 
Person and Government and the Succession of the Crown 
in the Heires of the late Princess Sophia being Protestants 
and for extinguishing the Hopes of the Pretended Prince of 
Wales and his open and Secret Abettors) as also to cause 
them to make and subscribe the foremenconed Declaration 
and to administer to them the Oath for the due Execution 
of their Places and Trusts as also that you Administer or 
cause to be Administred vnto all the members that shall 
be Elected to serve in the General Assembly of Our said Prov- 
ince the Oathes menconed in the said Act Entituled (An 
Act for the further Security of His Majesties Person and 
Government and the Succession of the Crown in the Heires 
of the late Princess Sophia being Protestants and for Ex- 
tinguishing the Hopes of the Pretended Prince of Wales and 
his open and Secret Abettors) and likewise cause them to 
make and Subscribe the forementioned Declaration and vn- 
till the same shall be so taken and subscribed no person 
shall be capable of sitting though elected Our further 
Will and Pleasure is that you shall and may keep and vse the 
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Publick Seal of Our said Province for Sealing all things 
whatsoever that pass the Great Seal of Our said Province vn- 
der your Government And Wee do hereby Give and Grant 
vnto you full Power and Authority where you shall see Cause 
and shall Judge any Offender or Offenders in Capital or 
Criminal matters or for any Fines or Forfeitures due vnto 
vs fit Objects of Our Mercy to Pardon all such Offenders 
and to remit such Fines and Forfeitures Treason and 
Wilfull Murder only excepted in which Cases you shall 
likewise have Power vpon Extraordinary Occasions to Grant 
Beprieves to the Offenders therein to the end and vntil 
Our Pleasure shall be further known And Wee do hereby 
give and Grant vnto you the said Jonathan Belcher by 
your self e or by your Captains and Comanders by you to be 
Authorized full Power and Authority to levy arm muster 
Command and Employ all Persons whatsoever residing 
within Our said Province and Territory of the Massachusets 
Bay in New England and as occasion shall require to march 
from one place to another or to Embark them for the re- 
sisting and withstanding of all Enemies Pirates and Bebells 
both at Land and Sea and such Forces with their own Con- 
sent or with the Consent of Our Council and Assembly to 
Transport to any of Our Plantacons in America as occasion 
shall require for the Defence of the same against the Inva- 
sion or attempts of any of Our Enemies and such Enemies 
Pirates and Bebells if Occasion shall require to pursue and 
prosecute in or out of the limits of Our said Province or 
any part thereof And if it shall so please God them to 
vanquish apprehend and take and being taken either ac- 
cording to law to put to Death or keep and preserve alive at 
your discretion And Wee do further give and grant vnto you 
full Power and Authority to Erect Baise and Build within 
Our said Province and Territory aforesaid such and so many 
Forts Platformes Castles and Fortifications as you shall 
Judge necessary and the same or any of them to Fortify 
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and Furnish with Ordnance Amunicon and all sors^ of 
Armes fit and necessary for The Security and Defence of 
Our said Province and from time to time to Comitt the 
Government of the same to such Person or Persons as to 
you shall seem meet and the said Forts and Fortifications 
again to Demolish or Dismantle as may be most conven- 
ient And to do and Execute all and every other thing 
which to a Captain Generall doth or ought of right to be- 
long as fully and amply as any other Our Captain General 
doth or hath vsually done according to the Powers hereby 
Granted or to be Granted to you And Wee do hereby 
Give and Grant vnto you the said Jonathan Belcher full 
Power and Authority to Constitute and appoint Captains 
Lievtenants Masters and other Comanders and Officers of 
Ships and to Grant vnto such Captains Lievtenants Mas- 
ters and other Comander and Officers of Ships Comissions to 
Execute the Law Martial according to the Direcons of An 
Act passed in the thirteenth year of the Reign of King 
Charles the second Entituled (An Act for the Establishing 
Articles and Orders for the Regulating and better Govern- 
ment of His Majesties Navies Ships of War and Forces by 
Sea) and to vse such proceedings Authorities Punishments 
Corrections and Executions vpon any Offender or Offenders 
who shall be mutinous Seditious disorderly or any way vn- 
ruly either at Sea or during the time of their abode or Res- 
idence in any of the Ports Harbours or Bays of Our said 
Province and Territory as the Cause shall be found to re- 
quire according to Martiall Law and the said Directions 
during the time of War as aforesaid Provided that noth- 
ing herein contained shall be construed to the Enabling you 
or any by your Authority to hold Plea or have Jurisdicon 
of any Offence Cause matter or thing comitted or done 
vpon the high Sea or within any of the Havens Rivers or 
Creeks of Our said Province or Territories vnder your Grov- 

^ Sie. 
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eminent by any Captain Comander Lieutenant Master or 
other Officer Seaman Soldier or other Person whatsoever who 
shall be in actual Service and pay in or on Board any of 
Our Ships of War or other vessels acting by imediate Comis- 
sion or Warrant from Our Comissioners for Executing the 
Office of Our High Admiral or from Our High Admiral of 
Great Britain for the time being vnder the Seal of Our Ad- 
miralty But that such Captain Comander Lievtenant Master 
Officer Seaman Soldier or other Person so offending shall be 
left to be proceeded against & Tryed as the merits of their 
Offences shall require either by Comission vnder Our Great 
Seal of Great Britain as the Statute of the Twenty eighth of 
Henry the Eighth directs or by Comission from Our said 
Comissioners for Executing the Office of Our High Admiral 
or from Our High Admiral of Great Britain for the time 
being according to the foremenconed Act Entittfled (An Act 
for the Establishing Articles and Orders for the Regulating 
and better Government of his Majesties Navies Ships of War 
and Forces by Sea) and not otherwise Provided also that 
all Disorders and Misdemeanors committed on Shore by any 
Captain Commander Lievtenant Master or other Officer Sea- 
man Soldier or other Person Whatsoever belonging to any 
of Our Ships of War acting by imediate Comission or War- 
rant from Our Comissioners for executing the Office of Our 
High Admiral or from Our High Admiral of Great Britain 
for the time being vnder the Seal of Our Admiralty may be 
Tryed and Punished according to the Laws of the Place 
where any such Disorders Offences and Misdemeanors shall 
be comitted on Shore notwithstanding such Offender be in 
Our actual Service and bom in Our pay on Board any such 
Our Ships of War or other vessels acting by imediate Comi^ 
sion or Warrant from Our Comissioners for Executing the 
Office of Our High Admiral or from Our High Admiral of 
Great Britain for the time being as aforesaid so as he shall 
not receive any Protection for the Avoiding of Justice for 
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such Offences comnytted on Shore from any pretence of his 
being Employed in Our Service at Sea And further Our Will 
and Pleasure is that you shall not at any time hereafter by 
Colour o| any Power or Authority hereby Granted or men- 
coned to be Granted take vpon you to Give Grant or Dis- 
pose of any Office or Place within Our said Province and 
Territories which now is or shall be Granted vnder the Great 
Seal of Great Britain any further than that you may upon 
the vacancy of any such Office or Suspension of any Officer 
by you put in any Person to Officiate in the Interval vntil 
the said Place be dispo|sed of by Us Our Heirs or Successors 
vnder the Great Seal of Great Britain or that Our Directions 
be otherwise given therein And Wee do hereby require and 
Comand all Officers and Ministers Civil and MUitary and all 
other the Inhabitants of Our said Province and Territories 
to be obedient aiding and Assisting vnto you the said Jona* 
than Belcher in the Execution of this Our Comission and of 
the Powers and Authorities therein contained and in Case of 
your Death or absence out of Our said Province and Terri- 
tories to be Obedient Aiding and Assisting vnto such Person 
as shall be Appointed by vs to be Our Lievtenant Grovemor 
or Commander in Chief of Our said Province and Territories 
to whom Wee do therefore by these presents Give and Grant 
all and singular the Powers and Authorities herein granted 
to be by him Executed and Enjoyed during Our Pleasure or 
ynta your arrival within Our Jid Province And if vpon 
your Death or Absence out of Our said Province there be no 
Person comissionated or appointed by vs to be Our Lievten- 
ant Governor or Comander in Chief of Our said Province 
and Territories Our Will and Pleasure is That Our Council 
of Our said Province for the time being do take vpon them 
the Administration of the Government and Execute our said 
Comission and Instructions and the several powers and Au- 
thorities therein contained in the same manner and to all 
Intents and Purposes as Our Governor and Commander in 
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Chief of Our said Province and Territories should or ought 
to do in case of your absence vntil your retume or in all 
Cases vntil Our further Pleasure be known therein And 
that in such Case the Eldest Councillour present at each 
meeting of the said Council shall always preside therein 
And Our Pleasure is that you the said Jonathan Belcher 
shall and may hold execute and enjoy the Office and Place 
of Our Captain Greneral and Governor in Chief in and 
over Our said Province and Territories of the Massachusets 
Bay in New England with all and singular the Powers and 
Authorities hereby granted vnto you for and during Our 
Will and Pleasure And whereas there are divers Colonies 
adjoyning to Our said Province of the Massachusets Bay for 
the Defence and Security whereof it is requisite that due 
care be taken in the time of War We have therefore thought 
it further necessary for Our Service and for the better pro- 
teccon and Security of Our Subjects Inhabiting those parts 
to Constitute and appoint and appoint^ And Wee do by 
these presents Constitute and appoint you the said Jona- 
than Belcher to be Our Captain Greneral & Commander in 
Chief of the Militia and of all the Forces by Sea and JLand 
within Our Colonies of Rhode Island and l^vidence Plan- 
tacon the Narraganset Country or Kings Province and of all 
Our Forts and Places of Strength within the same in time 
of War or imminent Danger And for the better Ordering 
Governing and Buling Our said Militia and all Our Forces 
Forts and Places of Strength within Our said Colonies of 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantation and the Narraganset 
Country or Kings Providence * Wee do hereby give and grant 
vnto you the said Jonathan Belcher and in your Absence to 
Our Lievtenant Governor or Comander in Chief of Our said 
Province of the Massachusets Bay all and every the like 
Powers as in these presents are before Granted and recited 
for the Ruleing Groveming and Ordering Our Militia and all 

* Skn • Svg: Ptovinoe. 
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Our Forces Forts and Places of Strength within Our Province 
of the Massachusets Bay to be Exercised by you the said Jona- 
than Belcher and in your Absence from Our Territory and Do- 
minion of New England by Our said Lievtenant Governor or 
Comander in Chief of Our said Province of the Massachusets 
Bay for the time being within Our said Colonies of Bhode 
Island and Providence Plantacon and the Narraganset Coun- 
try or Kings Province during the time of War or imminent 
Danger as aforesaid In Witness &c Witnesse Our Selfe at 
Westminster the twenty-eighth day of January 
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fastfy frc* To Our Trusty and Welbeloved William Shib- 
Lsy Esquire Ghreeting 

Whereas by a Royal Charter under the Great Seal of 
[England] [Oreat Britain] bearing date the Seventh day of 
October in the third year of the Reign of King ^ shiriej's 
William the third the Colony of the M/issachu- Comiconi 
sets Bay the Colony of New Plymouth the Province of 
Main in New England the Territory of Accadie or Nova 
Scotia and the Lands lying between the said Territory of 
Nova Scotia and the Province of Main aforesaid were 
united erected and incorporated into one Real Province by 
the Name of Our Province of the Massachusets Bay in New 
England and his said Majesty did thereby Grant to Our lov* 
ing Subjects the Inhabitants of our said Province or Terri- 
tory of the Massachusets Bay in New England and their 
Successors that there should be a Governor a Lieutenant 
Governor and Secretary of Our said Province and Territory 
to be from time to time appointed and Commissioned by the 
said King William his Heirs and Successors with several Priv- 
iledges Franchises and Immunities thereby Granted to Our 
said loving Subjects And Whereas Wee did by [pur] Letters 
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Patents under Our Great Seal of Great Britain bearing date 
at Westminster the Twenty-eight day of January in the 
third Year of our Beign constitute and appoint Jonathan 
Belcher Esquire Captain Greneral and Governor in Chief in 
and over Our said Province of the Massachusets Bay in 
New England for and during Our Will and Pleasure as by 
the said Recited Letters Patent (relation being thereunto 
had) may more fully and at large appear Now Ejiow you 
that Wee have Revoked and determined and by these Pres- 
ents do Revoke and Determine the said Recited Letters 
Patent and every Clause Article and Thing therein con- 
tained And further Know You [that] [tJie] Wee reposing 
especial Trust and Confidence in the Prudence Courage and 
Loyalty of You the said il^illtam Jtlfytdtp of Our especial 
Grace certain Knowledge and meer Motion Have thought fit 
to Constitute and Appoint and by these Presents do Constitute 
and appoint You the said William Shirley to be Our Cap- 
tain General and Governor in Chief in and over Our said 
Province of the Massachusets Bay in New England And for 
your better Guidance and direction Wee do hereby require 
and Command You to do and Execute all things in due 
manner that shall belong unto the Trust Wee have reposed 
in You according to the several Powers and Authorities 
mentioned in the said Charter and in these Presents and 
such further Powers Listructions and Authorities as you 
shall receive or which^ at any time hereafter be granted or 
appointed You under Our Sign Manual and Signet or by 
Our Order in Our Privy Council in pursuance of the said 
Charter and according to such reasonable Laws and Stat- 
utes as are now in force or which hereafter shall be made 
and agreed upon in such manner and Form as by the said 
Charter is directed And Our Will and Pleasure is that 
You the said William Shirley after the publication of these 
Our Letters Patent do in the first place take the Oaths ap- 

^ Sic : which shalL 
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pointed to be taken by an Act passed in the first Year of his 
said late Majesty's Beign Entituled (An Act for the further 
Security of His Majesty's Person and Govemment and the 
Succession of the Crown in the Heirs of the late Princess 
Sophia being Protestants and for extinguishing the Hopes of 
the pretended Prince of Wales and his open and Secret 
Abettors) As also that You make and subscribe the Decla- 
ration mentioned in an Act of Parliament made in the 
Twenty fifth Year of the reign of King Charles the Second 
Entitled (An Act for preventing dangers which may hap- 
pen from Popish Recusants) And likewise that You take the 
usual Oath for the due Execution of the Office and Trust of 
Our Captain General and Gt)Yemor in Chief in and over 
Our said Province as well with regard to the due and im- 
partial Administration of Justice as otherwise and further 
that You take the Oath required to be taken by Grovemors 
of Plantations to do their utmost that the several Laws re- 
lating to Trade and the Plantations be observed which said 
Oaths and Declaration Our Council of our said Province or 
any three of the Members thereof have hereby full Power 
and Authority and are required to tender and Administer 
unto You and in Your Absence to Our Lieutenant Governor 
of Our said Province if there be any upon the Place All 
which being duly performed You shall Administer to each 
of the Members of Our said Council and to our said Lieuten- 
ant Governor if their be any upon the Place the Oaths men- 
tioned in the said Act Entitled (An Act for the further 
Security of His Majesty's Person and Govemment and the 
Succession of the Crown in the Heirs of the late Princess 
Sophia being Protestants and for extinguishing the hopes of 
the pretended Prince of Wales and his open and secret Abet- 
tors) As also to cause them to make and Subscribe the fore- 
mentioned Declaration and to Administer to them the Oath 
for the due execution of their Places and Trusts As also 
that You Administer or gause to be Administered unto all 
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the Members that shall be elected to Serve in the Generall 
Assembly of our said Province the Oaths mentioned in 
the said Act Entitled (An Act for the further Security of 
His Majesty's Person and Government and the Succession of 
the Crown in the Heirs of the late Princess Sophia being 
Protestants and for extinguishing the hopes of the pretended 
[Prince] of Wales and his open and secret Abettors) and like- 
wise cause them to make and subscribe the forementioned 
Declaration and untill the same shall be taken and subscribed 
no Person shall be capable of sitting tho' elected Our 
further Will and Pleasure is that You shall and may keep 
and Use the publick Seall of our said Province for Sealing 
all things whatsoever that pass the Great Seal of Our said 
Province under your Government And Wee do hereby 
Give and Grant unto You full Power and Authority where 
you shall see Cause and shall Judge any Offender or Offen- 
ders in Capital or Criminal Matters or for any Fines or For- 
feitures do unto Us fit objects of our Mercy to pardon all 
such Offenders and to remit such Fines and Forfeitures Trea« 
son and Wilful Murder only excepted in which case[s] You 
shall likewise have power upon extraordinary Occasions to 
grant Reprieves to the Offenders therein to the end and untill 
Our Pleasure shall be further known And Wee do hereby Give 
and Grant unto You the said William Shirley by Your self 
or by your Captains and Comanders by You to be authorized 
full Power and Authority to Levy Arm Muster Command 
and employ all Persons whatsoever residing within Our said 
Province and Territory of the Massachusets Bay in New 
England and as occasion shall require to March them from 
one place to another or to imbark them for resisting and 
withstanding of all Enemys Pirates and Rebels both at Land 
and [at] Sea and such Forces with their own Consent or with 
the Consent of Our Council and Assembly to transport to 
any of Our Plantations in America as occasion shall requu*e 
for the Defence of the same against the Livasion or At- 
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tempts of any of Our Enemys And such Enemys Pirates 
and Bebells if Occasion shall require to pursue and prose- 
cute in or out of the Limits of Our said Province or any 
part thereof And if it shall so please God them to van- 
quish apprehend and take and being taken either accord- 
ing to Law to put to death or keep and preserve alive at 
your Discretion Wee do further Give and Grant unto Tou 
full Power and Authority to erect raise and build within 
Our Province and Territory aforesaid such and so many 
Forts Platforms Castles and Fortifications as you shall 
Judge necessary And the same or any of them to f ortifie 
and furnish with Ordinance Ammunition and all Sorts of 
Arms fit and necessary for the Security and Defence of Our 
said Province and from time to time to Commit the [Gover- 
nor] [Government] of the same to such Person or Persons as 
to You shall seem meet and the said Forts and Fortifica*- 
tions again to demolish or dismantle as may be most con- 
venient And to do and execute all and every other thing 
or things which to a Captain General doth or ought of right 
to belong as fully and amply as any other Our Captain Gen- 
eral doth or hath usually done according to the Powers 
hereby granted or to be granted by ^ you And Wee do hereby 
Give and Grant unto You the said William Shirley full 
Power and Authority to Constitute and appoint Captains 
Lieutenants Masters and other Commanders and Officers 
of Ships and to Grant unto such Captains Lieutenants 
Masters and other Commanders and Officers of Ships 
Commissions to execute the Law Martial according to the 
Directions of an Act passed in the thirteenth year of the Reign 
of King Charles the Second Entitled (An Act for the es- 
tablishing Articles and Orders for the Regulating and bet- 
ter Government of his Majesty's Navys Ships of War and 
Forces by Sea) And to Use such Proceedings Authorities 
Punishments Corrections and Executions upon any Offender 

^ Sic: to. 
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or Offenders who shall be mutinous seditious disorderly or 
any way[9] unruly either at Sea or during the time of their 
Abode or Residence in any of the Ports Harbors or Bays of 
Our said Province and Territory as the Cause shall be found 
to require according to the Martial Law and the said Direc- 
tions during the time of War as af ores^ Provided that noth- 
ing herein contained shall be construed to the enabling Tou 
or any by Tour Authority to hold Plea or have Jurisdiction 
of any Offence Cause Matter or Thing committed or done 
upon the High Sea or within any the Havens Bivers or 
Creeks of Our said Province or Territories under Your Gov- 
ernment by any Captain Commander Lieutenaitt Master or 
other Officer Seaman Soldier or other person whatsoever 
' who shall be in Actual Service and pay in or on board any 
of Our Ships of War or other vessels acting by imediate Com- 
mission or Warrant from Our Commissioners for executing 
the Office of Our High Admiral or from Our High Admiral 
of Great Britain for the time being under the Seal of Our 
Admiralty But that such Captain Commander Lieuten- 
ant Master Officer Seaman Soldier or other Person so of- 
fending shall be left to be proceeded against and tried as 
the Merit of their Offences shall require either by Commis- 
sion under Our Great Seal of Great Britain as the Statute 
of the Twenty eighth of Henry the eighth directs or by 
Commission from Our said Commissioners for executing the 
Office of Our High Admiral or from Our High Admiral of 
Great Britain for the time being according to the foremen- 
tioned Act Entitled (An Act for the establishing Articles 
and Orders for the Regulating and better Government of his 
Majesty's Navys Ships of War and Forces by Sea) and not 
otherwise Provided also that all Disorders and Misde- 
meaners committed on Shoar by any Captain Commander 
Lieutenant Master or other Officer Seaman Soldier or other 
Person whatsoever belonging to any of Our Ships of War 
acting by immediate Commission or Warrant from Our Com- 
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missioners for executing the Office of Our High Admiral or 
from Our High Admiral of Great Britain for the time being 
under the Seal of Our Admiralty may be tryed and punished 
according to the Laws of the Place where any such Disorders 
Offences and Misdemeanors shall be committed on Shoar 
notwithstanding such Offender be in Our actual Service and 
bom in Our Pay on board any Such our Ships of War or 
other Vessels acting by immediate Commission or Warrant 
from Our Comissioners for executing the Office of Our [High] 
Admiral or from Our High Admiral of Great Britain for the 
time being as aforesaid so as he shall not receive any Protec- 
tion for the avoiding of Justice for such Offences committed 
on Shoar from any pretence of his being employed in Our Ser- 
vice at Sea and further Our Will and Pleasure is that You 
shall not at any time hereafter by Colour of any Power or 
Authority hereby granted or mentioned to be granted take 
upon You to Give Grant or dispose of any Office or Place 
within Our said Province and Territories which now is 
or shall be granted under the Great Seal of Great Britain 
any further than that You may upon the Vacancy of any 
such Office or Suspension of any Officer by you put in any Per- 
son to officiate in the Interval untill the said Place be dis- 
posed of by Us Our Heirs or Successors under the Great 
Seal of Great Britain or that Our Directions be otherwise 
given therein And Wee do hereby Require and Command 
all Officers and Ministers Civil and Military and all other 
the Inhabitants of our said Province and Territory to be 
obedient aiding and Assisting unto You the said William 
Shirley in the Execution of this Our Commission and of the 
Powers and Authorities therein Contained and in case of 
Your Death or absence out of Our said Province and Terri- 
tories to be Obedient Aiding and Assisting unto such Peiv 
son as shall be appointed by Us to be Our Lieutenant 
Governor or Commander in Chief of Our said Province and 
Territories To whom wee do therefore by these presents 
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Give and Grant all and Singular the Powers and Authorities 
herein granted to be by him executed and enjoyed during 
our Pleasure or untill Your arrival within Our said Province 
And if upon Your Death or Absence out of Our said Prov- 
ince there be no Person upon the Place commissioned or 
appointed by Us to be Our Lieutenant Governor or Com- 
mander in Chief of Our said Province and Territories Our 
Will and Pleasure is that Our Councill of our said Province 
for the time being do take upon them the Administration of 
the Government and execute Our said Commission and In- 
structions and the several Powers and Authorities therein con- 
tained in the same manner and to all Intents and Purposes 
as Our Governor [or] [and] Commander in Chief of Our said 
Province and Territories should or ought to do in Case of 
Your Absence [untill] Your Return or in all Cases [unjtill 
our further Pleasure be known therein And that in such 
Cases the eldest Councillor present at each Meeting of the 
said Councill shall always preside therein And Our Pleas- 
ure is that You the said William Shirley shall and may 
hold execute and enjoy the Office and Place of Our Captain 
General and Governor in Chief in and over Our said Prov- 
ince and Territories of the Massachusets Bay in New Eng- 
land with all and singular the Powers and Authorities 
hereby granted unto You for and during Our Will and Pleas- 
ure And Whereas there are divers Colonies adjoyning to 
Our Province of the Massachusets Bay for the Defence and 
Security whereof it is [requisite] [required] that due Care be 
taken in the time of War Wee have therefore thought it 
further necessary for Our Service and for the better Proteo. 
tion and Security of Our Subjects inhabiting those Parts to 
Constitute and appoint [And we do by these Presents con- 
BtUute and appoint] You the said William Shirley to be Our 
Captain General and Comander in Chief of the Militia and 
of all the Forces by Sea and Land within Our Colonies [of] 
Bhode Island and Providence Plantation the Narragansett 
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Country or Kings Province and of all Our Forts and Places of 
Strength within the same, in time of War or imminent danger 
And for the better Ordering Groveming and Ruling Our said 
Militia and all Our Forces Forts and Places of Strength 
within Our said Colonies of Bhode Island and Proyidence 
Plantation[9] and the Narraganset Country or Kings Prov- 
ince Wee do hereby Qive and Grant unto You the said 
William Shirley and in Your Absence to our Lieutenant 
Governor or Commander in Chief of Our said Province of 
the Massachusets Bay all and every the like Powers as in 
these Presents are before granted and recited for the Buling 
Governing and Ordering Our Militia and all Our Forces 
Forts and Places of Strength within Our Province of the 
Massachusets Bay to be exercised by You the said William 
Shirley and in Your Absence from Our Territory and Do- 
minion of New England by Our said Lieutenant Governor or 
Commander in Chief of Our said Province of the Massachu- 
sets Bay for the time being within Our said Colonies of 
Bhode Island and Providence Plantati6n and the Narragan- 
set Country or Kings Province during the time of War or 
imminent danger as aforesaid Jn Witness [&c] [whereof 
We have catted these our Letters to be made Patent^ Wit- 
nesse[« John Archbishop of Canterbury & other Ouarddans & 
Justices of the Kingdom] [by the King] at Westminster the 
[sixteenth] {twenty fifth] day of May [in the fourteenth Tear of 
Our Reign] 

By Writt of Privy Seal 

[BI88E] 
[The Great Seal of England Appending 
Et^ Examined p J. Willard Secry] 

Public Record Office^ Patent Roily 14 Oeorge Ily 

Part 2y No. 7. Compared with the record of Boyal Commis- 
sions {Grown Commissions^ 1628-1663, pp. 36-40) in the 
office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth.^ 

^ See footnote, p. 56, ante. 



THOMAS POWNALUS COMMISSION 



AS 



GOVERNOR OF THE PROVINCE OP THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAT 



25 FXBBITABY, 1767 



{HIS EXCELLENCY] THOMAS POWNALL ESQ* [HIS COMISSION 
TO BE] GOVERNOB [ffC] [OF THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY] 

4Beotge tfie JbumH &p tide 4itatt of 4B^ of 4Breat 
5S^ntatti ftaxut «tti SrdatiD luma SDefettHei: of ti^e 

fsaff^ [M To Our Trusty and Wdbeloved Thomas 
PowHALL Esquire Greeting 

Whereas by a Boyal Charter under the Great Seal of 
England bearing date the Seventh day of October in the 
Third year of the Beign of King William the Third the 
Colony of the Massachusets Bay the Colony of New Ply- 
mouth the Province of Main in New England the Territory 
of Accadie or Nova Scotia and the Lands lying between 
the said Territory of Nova Scotia and the Province of Main 
aforesaid were United Erected and incorporated into One 
[Royal] \rea[\ Province by the Name of Our Province of the 
Massachusets Bay in New England and His said Majesty did 
thereby grant to Our Loving Subjects the[n] Inhabitants of 
Our said Province or Territory of the Massachusets Bay in 
New England and their Successors that there should be a 
Governor a Lieutenant Governor and Secretary of Our said 
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Province and Territory to be from time to time appointed 
and Commissionated by the said King William his Heirs 
and Successors with several Privileges Franchises and Im- 
munities thereby granted to Our said loving Subjects And 
Whereas We did by Our Letters Patents under Our Great 
Seal of Great Britain bearing date at Westminster the 
Twenty Fifth day of May in the Fourteenth year of Our 
Beign Constitute and appoint William Shirley Esquire Cap- 
tain General and Governor in Chief in and over Our said 
Province of the Massachusets Bay in New England for and 
during Our Will and Pleasure as by the said recited Letters 
Patent[«] relation being thereunto had may more fully and 
large appear Now Know you that We have Revoked and 
Determined and by these Presents Do Revoke and Deter- 
mine the said recited Letters Patent and every Clause Arti- 
cle and Thing therein contained And further Know you 
that We reposing Especial Trust and Confidence in the Pru- 
dence Courage and Loyalty of You the said C|)OmajS( f^ototian 
of Our Especial Grace certain Knowledge and meer Motion 
have thought fit to Constitute and Appoint and by these 
Presents Do Constitute and Appoint You the said Thomas 
Pownall to be Our Captain General and Grovemor in Chief 
in and over Our said Province of the Massachusets Bay in 
New England And for your better Guidance and Direction 
We do hereby require and Command You to Do and Exe- 
cute all things in due manner that shall belong unto the 
Trust We have reposed in you according to the several 
Powers and Authorities mentioned in the said Charter and 
in these Presents and such further Powers Instructions and 
Authorities as you shall receive or which shall at any time 
hereafter be granted or appointed You under Our Sign 
Manual and Signet or by Our Order in Our Privy Council 
in pursuance of the said Charter and according to such rea- 
sonable Laws and Statutes as are now in force or which 
hereafter shall be made and Agreed upon in such manner 
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and form as by the said Charter is directed And Our Will 
and Pleasure is that you the said Thomas Pownall after the 
Publication of these Our Letters Patents do in the First Place 
take the Oaths appointed to be taken by an Act passed in 
the First Year of his late Majesty Our Royal Father's Reign 
Entitled (An Act for the further Security of His Majesty's 
Person and Grovemment and the Succession of the Crown in 
the Heirs of the late Princess Sophia being Protestants and 
for Extinguishing the hopes of the Pretended Prince of 
Wales and his open and secret Abettors) As also that You 
make and subscribe the Declaration mentioned in an Act of 
Parliament made in the twenty fifth year of the Reign of 
King Charles the Second Entitled (An Act for preventing 
Dangers which may happen from Popish Recusants) and 
likewise that you take the usual Oath for the due Execution 
of the Office and Trust of Our Captain General and Gk>y- 
emor in Chief in and over our said Province as well with 
regard to the due and Impartial Administration of Justice 
as otherwise and further that you take the Oath required 
to be taken by Governors of Plantations to do their utmost 
that the several Laws relating to Trade and the Plantations 
be Observed which said Oaths and Declaration Our Council 
of Our said Province or any three of the Members thereof 
have hereby full Power and Authority and are required to 
tender and Administer unto you and in your Absence to Our 
Lieutenant Grovemor of Our said Province if there be any 
upon the Place All which being duly performed you shall 
Administer to Each of the Members of Our said Council and to 
Our said Lieutenant Governor if there be any upon the Place 
the Oaths mentioned in the said Act Entitled (An Act for 
the further Security of His Majesty's Person and Government 
and the Succession of the Crown in the Heirs of the late 
Princess Sophia being Protestants and for Extinguishing the 
Hopes of the pretended Prince of Wales and his Open and 
secret Abettors) as also to cause them to make and subscribe 
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tlie forementioned Declaration and to Administer to them 
the Oath for the due Execution of their Places and Trusts 
As also that you Administer or cause to be Administered imto 
all the Members that shall be elected to serve in the General 
Assembly of Our said Province the oaths mentioned in the 
said Act Entitled (An Act for the further Security of His 
Majesty's Person and Government and the Succession of the 
Crown in the Heirs of the late Princess Sophia being Prot* 
estants and for eictinguishing the Hopes of the Pretended 
Prince of Wales and his Open and secret Abettors) and like- 
wise [to] cause them to make and subscribe the foremen- 
tioned Declaration and until the same shall be so taken and 
subscribed no person shall be capable of sitting though 
elected « Our further Will and Pleasure is that you shall 
and may keep and Use the Publick Seal of our said Province 
for sealing all things whatsoever that pass the Great Seal of 
Our said Province under your Government And We do 
hereby Give and Grant unto you full Power and Authority 
where you shall see cause and shall Judge any offender or 
offenders in Capital or Criminal Matters or for any Fines or 
Forfeitures due unto Us fit Objects of Our Mercy to pardon 
all such Offenders and ^ to remit such Fines and Forfeitures 
Treason and Wilful Murder only Excepted In which cases 
you shall likewise have Power upon Extraordinary Occasions 
to Grant Beprieves to the Offenders therein To the End and 
until Our Pleasure shall be further known And We do 
hereby Give and Grant unto You the said Thomas Pownall 
by yourself or by your Captains and Commanders by You to 
be Authorized full Power and Authority to Levy Arm Mus- 
ter Command and Employ all Persons whatsoever residing 
within our said Province and Territory of the Massachusetts 
Bay in New England and as Occasion shall require to March 
them from one Place to another or to Embark them for re- 
sisting and withstanding of all Enemies Pirates and Bebells 
both at Land and Sea and such Forces with their own Con- 
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sent or with the Consent of Our Council and Assembly to 
transport to any of Our Plantations in America as Occasion 
shall require for the Defence of the same against the Inva- 
sion or Attempts of any of Our Enemies and such Enemies 
Pirates and Rebels if Occasion shall require to pursue and 
prosecute in or out of the Limits of Our said Province or 
any part thereof And if it shall so please €rod them to Van- 
quish Apprehend and take and being taken either according 
to Law to put to Death or keep and preserve alive at your 
Discretion Wee do further Give and Grant unto You full 
Power and Authority to Erect Raise and Build within Our 
Province and Territory aforesaid such and so many Forts 
Platforms Castles and Fortifications as You shall judge nec- 
essary and the same or any of them to Fortify and Furnish 
with Ordnance Ammunition and all Sorts of Arms fit and 
necessary for the Security and Defence of Our said Province 
and from time to time to Commit the Government of the 
same to such Person or Persons as to You shall seem meet 
And the said Forts and Fortifications again to Demolish or 
Dismantle as may be most convenient And to Do and Exe- 
cute all and every other thing or things which to a Captain 
General doth or ought of right to belong as fully and amply 
as any other Our Captain General doth or hath usually done 
according to the Powers hereby granted or to be granted to 
you And We do hereby Give and Grant unto You the said 
Thomas Pownall full Power and Authority to Constitute and 
Appoint Captains Lieutenants Masters and other Command- 
ers and Officers of Ships and to Grant unto such Captains 
Lieutenants Masters and other Commanders and Officers of 
Ships Commissions to Execute the Law Martial accordmg to 
the directions of an Act passed in the twenty second year of 
Our Reign Entitled (An Act for Amending Explaining and 
Reducing into One Act of Parliament the Laws relating to 
the Government of His Majesty's Ships Vessels and Forces 
by Sea) and to Use such Proceedings Authorities Punish- 
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inents Corrections and Executions upon any Offender or 
Offenders who shall be Mutinous seditious Disorderly or any 
way unruly either at Sea or during the time of their Abode 
or Besidence in any of the Ports Harbours or Bays of Our 
said Province and Territory as the cause shall be found to 
Require according to Martial Law and the said Directions 
during the time of war as aforesaid Provided that nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to the Enabling You or 
any by your Authority to hold Plea or have Jurisdiction of 
any Offence Cause Matter or thing Committed or Done upon 
the High Sea or within any the Havens Rivers or Creeks of 
Our said Province or ■ Territorys under your Grovemment by 
any Captain Commander Lieutenant Master or other Officer 
Seaman Soldier or other Person whatsoever who shall be in 
Actual Service and Pay in or on Board any of Our Ships of 
War or other Vessels Acting by immediate Commission or 
Warrant from Our Commissioners for Executing the Office 
of Our High Admiral or from Our High Admiral of Great 
Britain for the time being under the Seal of Our Admiralty 
But that such Captain Commander Lieutenant Master Offices 
Seamsgi Soldier or other Person so offending shall be left to 
be proceeded against and tryed as the Merit of their Offences 
shall require either by Commission under Our Great Seal of 
Great Britain as the Statute of the Twenty Eighth of Henry 
the Eighth the^ directs or by Commission from Our said 
Commissioners for Executing the Office of Our High Ad-- 
miral or from Our High Admiral of Great Britain for the 
time being according to the forementioned Act for Amend- 
ing Explaining and Reducing into one Act of Parliam^ the 
Laws relating to the Government of His Majesty's Ships 
Yessells and Forces by Sea Provided also that all Disorders 
and Misdemeanors committed on Shore by any Captain Com- 
mander Lieutenant Master or other Officer Seaman Soldier 
or other Person whatsoever belonging to any of Our ships of 
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War acting by immediate Comission or Warrant from Our 
Commissioners for Executing the Office of Our High Admiral 
or from Our High Admiral of Great Britain for the time 
being under the Seal of Our Admiralty may be Tryed and 
Punished according to the Laws of the Place where any 
such Disorders Offences and Misdemeanours shall be Com- 
mitted on Shore notwithstanding such Offender be in Our 
Actual Service and borne in Our Pay on board any such Our 
Ships of War or other Vessels acting by immediate Commis- 
sion or Warrant from Our Commissioners for Executing the 
Office of Our High Admiral or from Our High Admiral of 
Great Britain for the time being as aforesaid so as he shall 
not receive any Protection for the Avoiding of Justice for 
such Offences committed on Shore from any Pretence of his 
being Employed in Our Service at Sea And further Our 
Will and Pleasure is that you shall not at any time hereafter 
by Colour of any Power or Authority hereby granted or 
mentioned to be granted take upon You to Give Grant or 
Dispose of any Office or Place within our said Province and 
Territory which now is or shall be granted under the Great 
Seal of Great Britain any further than that Tou may upon 
the Vacancy of any such Office or Suspension of any Officer 
by You put in and Person to Officiate in the Interval untill 
the said Place be disposed of by Us ^Our Heirs ,or Successors 
under the Great Seal of Great Britain or that Our Directions 
be otherwise given therein And We do hereby require and 
Command all Officers and Ministers Civil and Military and 
all other the Inhabitants of Our said Province and Territory 
to be Obedient Aiding and Assisting unto You the said 
Thomas Pownall in the Execution of this Our Commission 
and of the Powers and Authorities therein contained And in 
case of your Death or Absence out of Our said Province and 
Territories to be Obedient aiding and assistmg unto such 
Person as shall be appointed by Us to be Our Lieutenant 
Governor or Commander in Chief of Our said Province and 
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Territories to whom We do therefore by these Presents Give 
and Grant all and singular the Powers and Authorities 
herein granted to be by him Executed and Enjoyed during 
Our Pleasure or untill your Arrival within Our said Province 
And if upon your Death or Absence out of Our said Prov- 
ince there be no Person upon the Place Commissionated or 
appointed by Us to be Our Lieutenant Governor or Com- 
mander in Chief of Our said Province and Territories Our 
Will and Pleasure is that Our Council of Our said Province 
for the time being do take upon them the Administration of 
the Government and Execute Our said Commission and In- 
structions and the several Powers and Authorities therein 
contained in the same manner and to all Intents and Pur- 
poses as Our Governor or Commander in Chief of Our said 
Province and Territories should or ought to do in Case of 
your Absence untill your Return or in all Cases untill 
Our further Pleasure be known therein and that in such 
Case the Eldest Councillor present at each Meeting of the 
said Councill shall always preside therein And Our Pleasure 
is that you the said Thomas Pownall sh^U and may hold 
Execute and Enjoy the Office and Place of Our Captain 
General and Governor in Chief in and over Our said Prov- 
ince and Territories of the Massachusets Bay in New Eng. 
land with all and singular the Powers and Authorities hereby 
granted unto you for and during Our Will and Pleasure 
And Whereas there are diverse Colonies adjoining to Our 
Province of the Massachusete Bay for the Defence and Secu- 
rity whereof it is requisite that due care be taken in the 
Time of War We have therefore thought it further necessary 
for Our Service and for the better Protection & Security of 
Our Subjects Inhabiting those parte to Constitute and Ap- 
point And We do by these Presente Constitute and Appoint 
you the said Thomas Pownall to be Our Captain General 
and Commander in Chief of the Militia and of all the Forces 
by Sea and Land within Our Colonies of Rhode Island and 
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Providence Plantation the Narraganset Country or Kings 
Province and of all Our Forts and Places of Strength within 
the Same in Time of War or Imminent Danger And for 
the better Ordering Groveming and Ruling Our said Militia 
and all Our Forces Forts and Places of Strength within Our 
said Colonies of Bhode Island and Providence Plantation 
and the Narraganset Country or Kings Province We do 
hereby Give and Grant unto Tou the said Thomas Pownall 
and in your Absence to Our Lieutenant Governor or Com- 
mander in Chief of Our said Province of the Massachusets 
Bay all and every the like Powers as in these Presents are 
before Granted and recited for the Ruling Governing and 
Ordering Our Militia and all Our Forces Forts and Places of 
Strength within Our Province of [tJie] Massachusets Bay to 
be Exercised by you the said Thomas Pownall and in your 
Absence from Our Territory and Dominion of New England 
by Our said Lieutenant Grovemor or Commander in Chief of 
Our said Province of the Massachusets Bay for the time 
being within Our said Colonies of Rhode Island and Provi* 
dence Plantation and the Narraganset Country or Kings 
Province during the Time of War or imminent Danger as 
aforesaid In Witness [&c] [ Whereof We have caused these- 
our Letters to be made Pateitf] Witness Ourself at Westmin- 
ster the Twenty-fifth day of February [in the Thirtieth Year 
of Our Reign] 

By Writ of Privy Seal 

[TORKE S fORKE] 
[The Oreat Seal of England Aj^pending] 

Public Record Office^ Patent RoUj SO Oearge 11^ 



Part 4y No. 7. Compared with the record of Royal Com- 
missions {Crovm Oommissionsy 16^8-1663^ jpp. 151-165) in 
the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth.^ 

^ See footnote, p. 59, ainta. 



FRANCIS BERNARD^S FIRST COMMISSION 



AB 



GOVERNOR OP THE PROVINCE OP THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAY 



14 Jakitaby, 1760 



[HIS EXCELLENCY] FRANCIS BERNARD E8Q» [HIS COMMIS- 
SION TO BE:\ governor [OF the MASSACHUSETS BAY] 

^^eotge tj^e JhttmSn bp t^ 4Bitatt of 4^d)i of 4^ceat 
SE^ntatti ftmtz attH Srelattlt ibtttg l^tHmSut of t^ 

jpattj^ ^C* To Our Trusty and Welbeloyed Prancis 
Bernard Esquire^ Greeting 

Whereas by a Royal Charter under the Great Seal of 
England bearing date the Seventh day of October in the 
Third Year of the Reign of King William the Third the 
Colony of the Massachusets Bay the Colony of New 
Plymouth the Province of Main in New England the Terri- 
tory of Accadie or Nova Scotia and the Lands lying between 
the said Territory of Nova Scotia and the Province of Main 
aforesaid were United Erected and Incorporated into One 
Real Province by the Name of Our Province of the Massachu- 
sets Bay in New England And his said Majesty did thereby 
grant to Our loving Subjects the[n] Inhabitants of Our said 
Province or Territory of the Massachusets Bay in New Eng- 
land and their Successors that there should be a Governor a 
Lieutenant Governor and Secretary of Our said Province and 
Temtory tobefrom time to time appointed and Commiasion- 

^ Got. Bernacd waa ereaftad a Baionet 6 April, 17(M>. 
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ated by the said King William His Heirs and Sucoessors 
with several Priviledges Franchizes and Immunities thereby 
Granted to Our said Loving Subjects And Whereas We 
did by Our Letters Patent under Our Great Seal of Great 
Britain bearing date at Westminster the Twenty-fifth day of 
February in the Thirtieth Year of Our Beign Constitute and 
Appoint Thomas Pownall Esquire Captain General and Gov- 
ernor in Chief in and Over Our said Province of the Massa- 
chusets Bay in New England for and during Our Will and 
Pleasure as by the said recited Letters Patent relation being 
thereunto had may more fully and at large Appear Now 
Enow You that We have Revoked and Determined and by 
these Presents Do Revoke and Determine the said Recited 
Letters Patent and every Clause Article and Thing therein 
contained And further Know You that We Reposing Es- 
pecial Trust and Confidence in the Prudence Courage and 
Loyalty of you the said ftSOldfi SE^miattl of Our Especial 
Grace certain Knowledge and meer Motion Have thought 
Fit to Constitute and Appoint And by these Presents do 
Constitute and Appoint You the said Francis Bernard 
to be Our Captain General and Gk>vemor in Chief in and 
Over Our said Province of the Massachusets Bay in New 
England And for your better Guidance and Direction 
We do hereby Require and Command You to do and Exe- 
cute all Things in due manner that shall belong unto the 
Trust We have reposed in you according to the several 
Powers and Authorities mentioned in the said Charter and 
in these Presents and such further Powers Instructions and 
Authorities as you shall receive or which shall at any time 
hereafter be granted or appointed you under Our Sign 
Manual and Signet or by Our Order in Our Privy Council 
in Pursuance of the said Charter and ''according to such 
reasonable Laws and Statutes as are now in force or which 
hereafter shall be made and agreed upon in such manner and 
form as by the said Charter is directed And Our Will and 
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Pleasure is That you the said Francis Bernard after the Pub- 
lication of these Our Letters Patent do in the first place take 
the Oaths Appointed to be taken by an Act passed in the first 
Year of his late Majesty Our Royal Fathers Reign Intituled 
(An Act for the further Security of His Majestys Person and 
Government and the Succession of the Grown in the Heirs 
of the late Princess Sophia being Protestants and for Ex- 
tinguishing the Hopes of the pretended Prince of Wales and 
his open and secret Abettors) As also that You make and sub- 
scribe the Declaration mentioned in an Act of Parliament 
made in the Twenty fifth year of the Reign of King Charles 
the Second Intituled (An Act for preventing dangers which 
may happen from Popish Recusants) And likewise that you 
take the usual* Oath for the due Execution of the Office and 
Trust of Our Captain General and Governor in Chief in and 
Over Our said Province as well with regard to the due and 
Impartial Administration of Justice as otherwise And further 
that you take the Oath required to be taken by Governors 
of Plantations to do their Utmost that the several Laws relat- 
ing to Trade and the Plantations be observed Which said 
Oaths and Declaration Our Council of Our said Province or 
any three of the Members thereof have hereby full Power 
and Authority and are required to tender and administer 
unto you and in your Absence to Our Lieutenant Governor 
of Our said Province if there be any upon the Place All 
which being duly performed you shall administer to each of 
the Members of Our said Council and to Our said Lieutenant 
Grovemor if there be any upon the Place the Oaths mentioned 
in the said Act Intituled (An Act for the further security of 
His Majestys person and Government and the Succession of 
the Crown in the Heirs of the late Princess Sophisr being 
Protestants and for Extinguishing the Hopes of the pretended 
Prince of Wales and his open and secret Abettors) As also 
to cause them to make and subscribe the forementioned 
Declaration and to administer to them the Oath for the 
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due Execution of their Places and Trusts As also that you 
Administer or cause to be Administred unto all the Mem- 
bers that shall be Elected to serve in the General Assembly 
of our said Province the Oaths mentioned in the said Act 
Intituled (An Act for the further security of His Majestys 
Person and Gk>vemment and the Succession of the Crown in 
the Heirs of the late Princess Sophia being Protestants and 
for Extinguishing the Hopes of the pretended Prince of Wales 
and his open and secret Abettors) And likewise cause them 
to make and subscribe the forementioned Declaration and 
tmtill the same shall be so taken and Subscribed no Person 
shall be capable of sitting though Elected Our further Will 
and Pleasure is That You shall and may keep and use the 
Publick Seal of Our said Province for Sealing all Things 
whatsoever that pass the Great Seal of Our said Province 
mider your Government And We do hereby give and grant 
tmto you full Power and Authority where Ton shall see cause 
and ^all Judge any Offender or Offenders in Capital or 
Criminal Matters or for any Fines or Forfeitures due imto Us 
fit Objects of Our Mercy to pardon all such Offenders and to 
remit such Fines and Forfeitures (Treason and Wilf ull Murder 
only excepted) in which Cases You shall likewise have Power 
upon Extraordinary Occasions to Grant Reprieves to the Offend- 
ers therein to the End and until Our Pleasure shall be further 
known And We do hereby Give and Grant unto You the said 
Francis Bernard by Yourself or by Your Captains and Com- 
manders by You to be Authorized full Power and Authority 
to Levy Arm Muster Command and Employ all Persons 
whatsoever Residing within Our said Province and Territory of 
the Massachusets Bay in New England and as Occasion shall 
require to March them from one Place to another or to Em- 
bark them for Resisting and withstanding [at] [of] all Ene- 
mys Pirates and Rebels both at Land and Sea[l] And such 
Forces with their own Consent or with the Consent of Our 
Council and Assembly to Transport to any of Our Planta- 
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tions in America as Occasion shall require for the Defence 
of the same against the Invasion or Attempts of any of Our 
Enemys and such Enemys Pirates and Rebels if Occasion 
shall require to pursue and prosecute in or out of the Limits 
of Our said Province or any part thereof And if it shall 
so please Gkxl them to Vanquish Apprehend and Take and 
being taken either according to Law to put to Death or 
keep and preserve alive at your Discretion We do further 
Give and Grant unto Tou full Power and Authority to Erect 
Baise and Build within Our Province and Territory afore- 
said such and so many Forts Platforms Castles and Forti- 
fications as you shall Judge necessary and the same or any of 
them to Fortify and Furnish with Ordnance Ammunition 
and all Sorts of Arms fit and necessary for the Security and 
Defence of Our said Province and from time to time to Com« 
mit the Government of the same to such Person or Persons as 
to You shall seem meet And the said Forts and Fortifications 
again to demolish or dismantle as may be most Convenient 
and to do and Execute all and every other Thing or Things 
which to [Our] [a] Captain General doth or ought of Right 
to belong as fully and amply as any other Our Captain Gen- 
eral doth or hath usually done according to the Powers 
hereby Granted or to be Granted to you And We do hereby 
Give and Grant unto You the said Francis Bernard full 
Power and Authority to Constitute and Appoint Captains 
Lieutenants Masters and other Commanders and Officers of 
Ships and to Grant unto such Captains Lieutenants Masters 
and other Conmianders and Officers of Ships Commissions to 
Execute the Law Martial according to the directions of an 
Act passed in the Twenty second year of Our Reign Intituled 
(An Act for Amending Explaining and Reducing into One 
Act of Parliament the Laws relating to the Government of 
His Majestys Ships Vessels and Forces by Sea) and to Use 
such Proceedings Authorities Punishments Corrections and 
Executions upon any Offender or Offenders who shall be 
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Mutinous Seditious Disorderly or any way[«] Unruly either 
at Sea or during the time of their Abode or Residence 
in any of the Ports Harbours or Bays of Our said Province 
and Territory as the Cause shall be found to require accord- 
ing to Martial Law and the said Directions during the time 
of War as aforesaid Provided that nothing herein Con- 
tained shall be Construed to the Enabling you or any by 
Your Authority to hold Plea or have Jurisdiction of any 
Offence Cause Matter or Thing committed or done upon the 
High Sea or within any the Havens Rivers or Creeks of Our 
said Province or Territorys under Your Government by any 
Captain Commander Lieutenant Master or other Officer Sea- 
man Soldier or other Person whatsoever who shall be in actual 
service and pay in or on Board any of Our Ships of War or 
other Vessels Acting by immediate Commission or Warrant 
from Our Commissioners for Executing the Office of Our 
High Admiral or from Our High Admiral of Great Britain 
for the time being under the Seal of Our Admiralty But that 
such Captain[s] Commander Lieutenant Master Officer Sea* 
man Soldier or other Person so offending shall be left to be 
proceeded against and Tryed as the Merit of their Offences 
shall require either by Commission under Our Great Seal of 
Great Britain as the Statute of the Twenty eighth of Henry 
the Eighth directs or by Commission from Our said Com- 
missioners for Executing the Office of Our High Admiral or 
from Our High Admiral of Great Britain for the time being 
according to the forementioned Act for Amending explain- 
ing and Beducing into One Act of Parliament the Laws 
relating to the Government of His Majestys Ships Vessels 
and Forces by Sea and not otherwise I^vided also that all 
Disorders and Misdemeanors Committed on Shore by any 
Captain Commander Lieutenant Master or other Officer Sea- 
man Soldier or other person whatsoever belonging to any of 
Our Ships of War acting by Immediate Commission or 
Warrant from Our Commissioners for Executing the Office 
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of Our High Admiral or#from Oar High Admiral of Great 
Britain for the time being under the Seal of Our Admiralty 
may be Tryed and punished according to the Laws of the 
Place where any such Disorders Offences and Misdemeanors 
shall be committed on Shoar notwithstanding such Offender 
be in Our Actual Service and Bom in Our Pay on Board 
any such Our Ships of War or other Vessels acting by Im- 
mediate Commission or Warrant from Our Commissioners 
for Executing the Office of Our High Admiral or from Our 
High Admirid of Great Britain for the time being as afore- 
said so as he shall not Beceive any Protection for the Avoid- 
ing of Justice for such Offences committed on Shore from 
any pretence of his being Employed in Our Service at Sea 
And further Our Will and Pleasure is that you shall not at 
any time hereafter by Colour of any Power or Authority 
hereby Granted or mentionedno be Granted take upon you 
to Give Grant or dispose of any Office or Place within our 
said Province and Territorys which now is or shall be 
granted under the Great Seal of Great Britain any further 
than that you may upon the Vacancy of any such Office or 
suspension of any Officer by you put in any Person to 
Officiate in the Interval untill the said Place be disposed of 
by Us Qur Heirs or Successors hmder the Great Seal of Great 
Britain or that Our Directions be otherwise given therein 
And We do hereby require and Command all Officers and 
Ministers Civil and Military and all other the Inhabitants 
of Our said Province and Territory to be obedient Aiding 
and Assisting unto you the said Francis Bernard in the 
Execution of this Our Commission and of the Powers and 
Authoritys therein contained and in case of your Death or 
Absence out of Our said Province and Territories to be 
Obedient Aiding and Assisting unto such Person as shall be 
appointed by Us to be Our Lieutenant Governor or Com- 
mander in Chief of Our said Province and Territories to 
whom We do therefore by these Presents Give and Grant 
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all and singnlar the Powers and Authorities herein Granted 
to be by him Executed and Enjoyed during Our Pleasure or 
untill your Arrivall within Our said Province And if upon 
your Death or Absence out of Our said Province there be no 
•Person upon the Place commissionated or Appointed by Us 
to be Our Lieutenant Governor or Commander in Chief of 
Our said Province and Territories Our Will and Pleasure is 
that Our Council of Our said Province for the time being 
do take upon them the Administration of the Gk>vemment 
and Execute Our said Commission and Instructions and the 
several Powers and Authorities therein contained in the 
same manner and to all Intents and Purposes as Our Gov- 
ernor or Commander in Chief of Our said Province and 
Territories should or ought to do in case of Your Absence 
until your Return or in all Cases until Our further Pleasure 
be known therein and that in such Case the Eldest Coun- 
cillor present at Each Meeting of tiiie said Council shall 
always preside therein And Our [Will and] Pleasure is 
that You the said Francis Bernard shall and may hold 
Execute and Enjoy the Office and Place of Our Captain 
General and Governor in Chief in and Over Our said 
Province and Territories of the Massachusets Bay in New 
England with all and singular the Powers and Authorities 
hereby Granted unto you for and during Our Will and 
Pleasure And whereas there are divers Colonies adjoining 
to Our Province of the Massachusets Bay for the Defence 
and Security whereof it is requisite that due Care be taken in 
the time of War We have tibieref ore thought it further neces- 
sary for Our Service and for the better lSx)tection and Secu- 
rity of Our Subjects Inhabiting those parts to Constitute and 
Appoint And We do by these Presents Constitute and ap- 
point you the said Francis Bernard to be Our Captajn Gen- 
eral and Commander in Chief of the Militia and of all the 
Forces by Sea and Land within Our Colonies of Rhode Island 
and Providence Plantation the Narraganset Country or Kings 
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Province and of all Our Forts and Places of Strength within 
the same in time of War or [imminent] [eminent'] danger 
And for the better Ordering Gk>veming and Ruling Our said 
Militia and all Our Forces Forts and Places of Strength 
within Our said Colonies of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantation and the Narraganset Country or Kings Province ; 
We do hereby Give and Grant unto you the said Francis 
Bernard and in your Absence to Our Lieutenant Governor or 
Commander in Chief of Our said Province of the Massachu- 
sets Bay all and every the like Powers as in these presents 
are before Granted and Recited for the Ruling Govern- 
ing and Ordering Our Militia and all Our Forces Forts and 
Places of Strength within Our Province of [the] Massachu- 
sets Bay to be Exercised by You the said Francis Bernard 
and in Tour Absence from Our Territory and Dominion[«] 
of New England by Oiu* said Lieutenant Governor or Com- 
mander in Chief of Our said Province of the Massachusets 
Bay for the time being within Our said Colonies of Rhode 
Island and Providence Plantation and the Narraganset Coun- 
try or Elings Province during the time of War or imi- 
nent danger as aforesaid In Witness [&cj [wh&reof We have 
Caused these Our Letters to he made Patent] Witness Our- 
self at Westminster the [the] fourteenth day of January [in 
the thirfy'third year of Our Beign] 

By Writ of Privy Seal 

[TOBKA YORK] 

[The Great Seal of England Appending 
Examined A Oliver 8e&] 

Public Record Office^ Patent RoU, 33 George 11, Part 



Bf No. 3n Compared with the record of Royal Commissions 
{Crown Commissionsy ISBS-ieeSy pp. 176-184) in the office 
of the Secretary of the CommonwealtL^ 

^ See footnote, p. 60, ante. 



FRANCIS BERNARD'S SECOND 

COMMISSION 



AS 



GOVERNOR OF THE PROVINCE OF THE 
MASSACHUSETTS BAT 



4 April, 1761 



[FRANCIS BERNARD ESQ* GOVERNOR OF THE PROVINCE OF 

THE MASSACHUSETTS BAT] 

mtotgt t^ Cj^tc^ hp t^ mtatt of iHtit of 4littat 
52&ntatit f ranee attH SrdanH Iftitig fiDefenHer of ]t^ 

featfy ^t To Our trusty and well beloved Francis 
Bernard Esquire OreeUng 

Whereas by a Boyal Charter under the great Seal of 
England bearing date the seventh day of October in the 
Third year of the Reign of Eling William the Third the 
Colony of the Massachusets Bay the Colony of [New Eng- 
land] [PlymoutK\ the Province of Main in New England the 
Territory of Accadia or Nova Scotia and the Lands lying 
between the said Territory of Nova Scotia and the Province 
of Main aforesaid were united Erected and Incorporated into 
one Real Province by the Name of our Province of the Mas- 
sachusets Bay in New England and His said Majesty did 
thereby grant to Our loving Subjects the Inhabitants of Our 
said Province or Territory of the Massachusetts Bay in New 
England and their Successors that there should be a Gov- 
ernor a Lieutenant Governor and a Secretary of Our said 
Province and Territory to be from time to time appointed 
and comissionated by the said King William his Heirs and 
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Successors with several Privileges Franchises and Immun- 
ities thereby granted to Our said Loving Subjects And 
whereas Our late Boyal Grandfather of blessed Memory did 
by his Letters Patent under the Great Seal of Great Britain 
bearing date at Westminster the fourteenth day of Jan- 
uary in the thirty Third year of His fieign constitute and 
appoint you the said Francis Bernard Captain General and 
Governor in Chief in and over Our said Province of the Mas- 
sachusetts Bay in New England for and during his late 
Majesty's Will and Pleasure as by the said recited Letters 
Patent Belation being thereunto had may more fully and at 
large appear Now Know you that wee Have revoked and 
determined and by these presents do revoke and determine 
the said recited Letters Patent and every Clause Article and 
Thing therein contained And further Know you that Wee 
reposing especial Trust and Confidence in the Prudence, 
Courage and Loyalty of you the said jprattCtif S^tntacll of 
Our especial Grace certain knowledge and meer Motion have 
thought fit to constitute and appoint and by these presents 
do constitute and appoint you the said Francis Bernard to 
be our Captain General and Governor in Chief in and over 
Our said Province of the Massachusetts Bay in New Eng* 
land and for your better guidance and direction Wee do 
hereby require and Command you to do and Execute aU 
things in due manner that shall belong unto the Trust Wee 
have reposed in you according to the several Powers and 
Authorities mentioned in the said Charter and in these 
Presents and such further Powers Instructions and Au« 
thorities as you shall receive or which shall at any time 
hereafter be granted or appointed you under Our Sign 
Manual and Signet or by Our Order in Our Privy [Privy] 
Council in pursuance of the said Charter, and according to 
such reasonable Laws and Statutes as are now in force, or 
which hereafter shall be made and agreed upon in such 
manner and form as by the said Charter is directed And 
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Our Will and Pleasure is that you the said Francis Bernard 
after the publication of these Our Letters Patent do in the 
first place take the Oaths appointed to be taken by an Act 
passed in the first year of the fieign of King George the 
first of blessed memory Entituled (an Act for the further 
Security of His Majesty's Person and Gk>vemment and the 
Succession of the Crown in the Heirs of the late Princess 
Sophia b^ing Protestants and for Extinguishing the hopes 
of the Pretended Prince of Wales and his open and secret 
Abettors) as also that you make and subscribe the declara- 
tion mentioned in an Act of Parliament made in the Twenty 
Fifth Year of the Beign of King Charles the Second In* 
tituled (An Act for preventing dangers which may happen 
from Popish Recusants) and likewise that you take the usual 
Oaths for the due Execution of the Office and Trust of Our 
Captain Greneral and Governor in Chief in and over Our 
said Province as well with regard to the due and Impartial 
Administration of Justice as otherwise And further that 
you take the Oath required to be taken by Governors of 
Plantations to do their utmost that the several Laws relat- 
ing to Trade and the Plantations be observed which said 
Oaths and Declaration our Council of Our said Province, or 
any three of the Members thereof have hereby full Power 
and Authority and are required to tender and administer 
unto you and in your Absence to Our Lieutenant Grovemor 
of Our said Province if there be any upon the Place All 
which being duly performed you shall administer to each 
of the Members of our said Coimcil And to our said Lieu* 
Governor if there be any upon the Place the Oaths men- 
tioned in the said Act Intituled (An Act for the further 
Security of His Majesty's Person and Government and the 
Succession of the Crown in the Heirs of the late Princess Sophia 
being Protestants and for Extinguishing the hopes of the Pre- 
tended Prince of Wales and his open and secret Abettors) as 
also cause them to make and subscribe the [^]forementioned 
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Declaration and to administer to them the Oath for the due 
execution of their Places and Trusts As also that you admin- 
ister or cause to be administ[er]ed unto all the Members that 
shall be Elected to serve in the Greneral Assembly of Our said 
Province the Oaths mentioned in the said Act Intituled (An 
Act for the further Security of His Majesty's Person and Gov- 
ernment and the Succession of the Crown in the Heirs of the 
late Princess Sophia being Protestants and for Extmguishing 
the hopes of the Pretended Prince of Wales and his open and 
secret Abettors) and likewise cause them to make and subscribe 
the [a]f orementioned Declaration and untill the same shall be 
so taken and subscribed no Person shall be capable of sitting 
tho' Elected Our further Will and Pleasure is that you shall 
and may keep and use the Publick Seal of Our said Province 
for sealing all things whatsoever that pass the Great Seal of Our 
said Province under your Government And We do hereby 
give and grant unto you full Power and Authority where 
you shall see cause and shall Judge any Offender or Offenders 
in Capital or Crimmal Matters or for any Fines or For- 
feitures due unto Us fit Objects of Our Mercy to pardon all 
such Offenders and to remit such Fines and Forfeitures 
Treason and Wilf ull Murder only Excepted In which Cases 
you shall likewise have power upon Extraordinary Cases to 
grant Reprieves to the Offenders therein To the End and 
untill Our Pleasure be further known And Wee do hereby 
give and grant unto you the said Francis Bernard by your- 
self or by your Captains and Comanders by you to be Author- 
ized full Power and Authority to Levy Arm Muster Com- 
mand and Employ all Persons whatsoever residmg within Our 
said Province and Territory of the Massachusetts Bay in 
New England and as occasion shall require to March them 
from one place to another or to Embark them for resistmg 
and withstanding all Enemies Pirates and Bebels both at 
Land and Sea and such Forces with their own Consent or 
with the Consent of Our Council and Assembly to transport 
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to any of Our Plantations in America as occasion shall 
require for the defence of the same against the Inyasion[s] 
or Attempts of any of Our Enemies and such Enemies Pirates 
and Rebels if occasion shall require to pursue and prosecute in 
or Out of the Limitts of Our said Province or any part 
thereof And if it shall so please Gk)d to vanquish apprehend 
and take and being taken either according to Law to put to 
Death or keep and preserve aUve at your Discretion Wee 
do further give and grant unto You full Power and Author- 
ity to Erect raise and build within Our Province and Terri- 
tory aforesaid such and so many Forts Platforms Castles and 
Fortifications as you shall Judge necessary And the same or 
any of them to Fortify and furnish with Ordnance Ammuni- 
tion and all Sorts of Arms fit and necessary for the Security 
and Defence of Our said Province and from time to time to 
commit the Grovemment of the same to such Person or 
Persons as to you shall seem meet and the said Forts and 
Fortifications again to demolish or dismantle as may be most 
convenient and to do and Execute all and every other Thing 
or Things which to a Captain General doth or ought of 
Bight to belong as fully and amply as any other Our Cap- 
tain Greneral doth or hath usually done according to the 
Powers hereby granted or to be granted to you And Wee do 
hereby give and grant unto you the said Francis Bernard 
full Power and Authority to constitute and appoint Captains 
Lieutenants Masters and other Commanders and Officers of 
Ships and to grant unto such Captains Lieutenants Masters 
and other Commanders and Officers of Ships Comissions to 
Execute the Law martial according to the Directions of an 
Act passed in the twenty Second year of the Beign of Our 
late Boyal Grandfather Intitled (An Act for amending 
Explaining and reducing into one Act of Parliament the 
Laws relating to the Government of His Majesty's Ships 
Vessels and Forces by Sea) and to use such Proceedings 
Authorities Punishments Corrections and Executions upon 
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any OfiEender or Offenders who shall be mutinous Seditious 
disorderly or any way unruly either at Sea or during the 
Time of their Abode or Residence in any of the Ports Har- 
bours or Bays of Our said Province and Territory as the 
Case shall be foimd to require according to Martial Law and 
the said Directions during the Time of Warr as aforesaid 
Provided that Nothing herein contained shall be construed to 
the Enabling you or any by your Authority to hold Plea or 
have Jurisdiction of any Offence Cause Matter or thing com* 
mitted or done upon the High Sea or within any the [Havens] 
[Harbours] Rivers or Creeks of Our said Province or Terri- 
torys under your Government by any Captain Comander 
Lieutenant Mal^ter or other Officer Seaman Soldier or other 
Person whatsoever who shall be in Actual Service and pay in 
or on board any of Our Ships of War or other Vessels acting 
by imediate Commission or Warrant from Our Comissioners 
for Erecuting the Office of Our High Admiral or from Our 
High Admiral of Great Britain for the time being under 
the Seal of Our Admiralty but that such Captain Commander 
Lieutenant Master Officer Seaman Soldier or other Person 
so offending shall be left to be proceeded against and tryed 
as the Merit of their Offences shall require either by 
Comission under Our Great Seal of Great Britain as the Stat- 
ute of the twenty Eighth of Henry the Eighth directs or by 
Comission from Our said Comissioners for Executing the Office 
of Our High Admiral or from Our High Admiral of Great 
Britain for the Time being according to the [&6]f orementioned 
(Act for amending Explaining and reducing into one Act of 
Parliament the Laws relating to the Grovemment of His 
Majesty's Ships Vessels and Forces by Sea) and not otherwise 
Provided also that all Disorders and misdemeanors com- 
mitted on Shore by any Captain Comander Lieutenant Mas- 
ter or other officer Seaman Soldier or other Person what- 
soever belonging to any of Our Ships of Warr acting by 
iiEediate Comission or Warrant from our Comissioners for 
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Executing the Office of Our High Admiral or from Our High 
Admiral of Great Britain for the time being under the Seal 
of Our Admiralty may be tryed and punished according to 
the Laws of the Place where any such Disorders Offences 
and Misdemeanors shall be comitted on shore notwithstandmg 
such Offender be in Our Actual Service [and] borne in Our 
Pay on board any such Our Ships of Warr or other Vessels 
Acting by imediate Commission or Warrant from Our Com- 
issioners for Executing the Office of Our High Admiral or 
from OuiiiHigh Admiral of Great Britain for the time being 
as aforesaid so as he shall not receive any protection for the 
avoiding of Justice for such Offences comitted on shore from 
any pretence of his being employed in Our Service at Sea 
And further Our Will and Pleasure is that you shall not at 
any Time hereafter by Colour of any Power or Authority 
hereby granted or mentioned to be granted take upon you 
to give grant or dispose of any Office or Place within Our 
said Province and Territ9ries which now is or shall be granted 
under the Great Seal of Great Britain any further than 
that you may upon the vacancy of any such Office or 
Suspension of any Officer by you put in any Person to 
Officiate in the Interval untill the said Place be disposed 
of by lis Our Heirs or Successors under the Great Seal of 
Great Britain or that Our Directions be otherwise given 
therein And Wee do hereby require and comand all 
Officers and Ministers Civil and Military And all other the 
Inhabitants of Our said Province and Territory to be obedi- 
ent aiding and Assisting unto you the said Francis Bernard 
in the Execution of this Our Commission and of the Powers 
and Authorities therein contained and in Case of your 
Death or Absence out of Our said Province and Territories 
to be obedient aiding and assisting unto such person as shall 
be appointed by us to be Our Lieutenant Grovemor or Com- 
mander in Chief of Our said Province and Territories to 
whom Wee do therefore by these presents, give and grant all 
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and singalar the Powers and Authorities herein granted to 
be by him Executed and enjoyed during Our Pleasure or 
untill your Arrival within Our said Province And if upon 
your Death or Absence out of Our said Province there be no 
Person upon the place Comissionated or appointed by lis to 
be Our Lieutenant Governor or Comander in Chief of Our said 
Province and Territories Our Will and Pleasure is that Our 
Council of Our said Province for the time b^ing do take upon 
them the Administration of the Government and Execute Our 
said Comission and Instructions and the [said] several Powers 
and Authorities therein contained in the same manner and 
to all Intents and purposes as Our Governor or Comander in 
Chief of Our said Province and Territories should or ought 
to do in Case of your Absence untill yoiu* Betum or in all 
Cases untill Our further Pleasure be known therein And 
that in such Case the Eldest Councillor present at each 
Meeting of the said Coimcil shall always preside therein 
And Our Pleasure is that you the said Francis Bernard shall 
and may hold Execute and Enjoy the office and place of Our 
Captain General and Grovemor in Chief in and over Our said 
Province and Territories of the Massachusetts Bay in New 
England with all and Singular the Powers and Authorities 
hereby granted unto you for and during Our Will and Pleas- 
ure And Whereas there are diverse Colonies adjoining to 
Our Province of the Massachusets Bay for the Defence and 
Security whereof it is requisite that due care be taken in the 
time of Warr Wee have therefore further thought it neces* 
sary for our Service and the better protection and Security 
of Our Subjects Inhabiting these Parts to constitute and ap- 
point and Wee do by these presents constitute and appoint 
you the said Francis Bernard to be Our Captain General 
and Comander in Chief of the Militia and of all the Forces 
by Sea and Land within Our Colonies of Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantation the Narraganset Country or Kings 
Province and of all Our Forts and Places of Strength within 
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the same in Time of Warr or Eminent Danger And for the 
better ordering Groveming and ruling our said Militia and 
all our Forces Forts and Places of Strength within our said 
Colonies of Rhode Island and Providence Plantation and the 
Narragansett Coimtry or Kings Province Wee do hereby 
give and grant unto you the said Francis Bernard and in 
your Absence to Our Lieutenant Governor or Comander in 
Chief of Our said Province of the Massachusets Bay all 
and every the like Powers as in these presents are before 
granted and recited for the ruling and governing and order- 
ing Our Militia and all Our Towns Forts and Places of 
Strength within Our Province of the Massachusetts Bay to 
be Exercised by you the said Francis Bernard and in your 
Absence from Our [said] Territory & Dominion of New 
England by Our said Lieutenant Governor or Comander in 
Chief of Our said Province of the Massachusetts Bay for the 
time being within Our said Colonies of Rhode Island and 
Providence Plantation and the Narragansett Country or 
Kings Province during the time of Warr or Eminent danger 
as idoresaid In Witness [&c] \whereof We Jiave caused these 
Our Letters to he made Patenf] Witness Ourself at West- 
minster the fourth day of April [/n tJie Fvrst year of our 
Reign\ 

By Writt of Privy Seal 

[TORKE AND TORKW\ 

{The Great 8eal of England Appending 
Examined A Oliver Sedf] 

Public Record Office^ Patent RoUy 1 George III, 
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THOMAS HXJTCHINSON'S COMMISSION 



AS 



GOVERNOR OP THE PROVINCE OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAT 



28 November, 1770 



ICOMMISS^ TO] THOMAS HUTCHINSON ESQ» [TO BE] 
GOVERNOR OF [THE] MASSACHUSETS BAY 

^ittttet tl^e €]^irti Bp tS^t 4&xatt of 4B(ob of iHttat 
S^ntain frame anH Srelanti Utng SDefenHec of t^t featfy 

^t To Our Trusty and Welbeloved Thomas Hutchinson 
Esquire Oreeting 

Whereas by a Boyal Charter under the Great Seal of Eng- 
land bearing date the Seventh day of October in the Third 
year of the Beign of King William the Third the Colony 
of the Massachusets Bay the Colony of New Plymouth the 
Province of Main in New England The Territory of Accadie 
or Nova Scotia and the Lands lying between the said Ter- 
ritory of Nova Scotia and the Province of Main aforesaid 
were united erected and incorporated into One Real Frov* 
ince by the name of Our Province of the Massachusets Bay 
in New England and his said Majesty did thereby grant to 
our loving Subjects the Inhabitants of Our said Province or 
Territory of the Massachusets Bay in New England and their 
Successors that there should be a Governor [or] [a] lieuten- 
ant Governor and Secretary of Our said Province and Terri- 
tory to be from time to time appointed and commission[at]ed 
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by the said King William [the third] [his Heirs] & Successors 
with several privileges Franchises and immunities thereby 
granted to Our said loving Subjects and Whereas We did by 
Our Letters Patent under Our Great Seal of Great Britain 
bearing date at Westminster the fourth day of April in the 
first year of Our Beign Constitute and Appoint Francis 
Bernard Esquire Captain General and Governor in Chief in 
and over Our said Province of the Massachusets Bay in New 
England for and during Our Will & Pleasure as by the said 
recited Letters Patent (relacon being thereunto had) may 
more fully and at large Appear Now Enow you that We 
have revoked and determined and by these Presents do re- 
voke and determine the said recited Letters Patent and 
every Clause Article and thing therein contained And further 
Enow you that We reposing especial Trust and Confidence 
in the Prudence Courage and Loyalty of you the said 
€fyana0 ^S^Utt^in^tm of our especial grace certain knowl- 
edge and mere Motion have thought fit to Constitute and 
Appoint [A by these presents do constitute and appoint] You 
the said Thomas Hutchinson to be Our Captain General and 
Governor in Chief in and over Our said Province of the 
Massachusets Bay in New England And for your better 
Guidance and Direction We do hereby require and command 
You to do and execute all thmgs in due manner that shall 
belong unto the Trust We have reposed in You according to 
the several Powers and Authorities mentioned in the said 
Charter and in these Presents and such further Powers In- 
structions and Authorities as you shall receive or which shall 
at any time hereafter be granted or appointed you under 
Our Sign Manual and Signet or by Our Order in Our Privy 
Coimcil in Pursuance of the said Charter and according to 
such reasonable Laws and Statutes as are now in force or 
which hereafter shall be made and agreed upon in such 
manner and form as by the said Charter is directed And 
Our Will and pleasure is that you the said Thomas Hutch- 
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inson after the Publication of these Our Letters Patent do 
in the first place take the Oaths appointed to be taken by 
an Act passed in the first year of the Reign of King George 
the First Intituled An Act for the further Security of His 
Majesty's Person and Ooyemment and the Succession of 
the Crown in the Heirs of the late Princess Sophia being 
Protestants and for extinguishing the hopes of the pre- 
tended Prince of Wales and his open and secret Abettors 
And by an Act passed in the Sixth year of Our Reign Intit* 
uled an Act for altering the Oath of Abjuration and the 
Assurance and for amending so much of an Act of the 
Seventh year of her late Majesty Queen Anne Intituled 
An Act for the Improvement of the Union of the two 
Kingdoms as after the time therein limitted require[s] [i] 
the Delivery of certain Lists and Copies therein mentioned 
to Persons Indicted of High Treason or misprision of Treason 
As also that you make and subscribe the Declaration men- 
tioned in an Act of Parliament made in the Twenty fifth 
year of the Reign of King Charles the second intituled an 
Act for preventing Dangers which may happen from Popish 
Recusants And likewise that you take the usual Oath[«] for 
the due Execution of the Office and Trust of Our Captain 
General and Governor in Chief in and over Our said Province 
as well with regard to the due and impartial Administration 
of Justice as otherwise and further that you take the Oath 
required to be taken by Governors of Plantations to do their 
utmost that the several Laws relating to Trade and the 
Plantations be observed Which said Oaths and Declaration 
Our Council of Our said Province or any three of the Mem- 
bers thereof have hereby full Power and Authority & are 
required to tender and administer unto you and in your Ab- 
sence to Our Lieutenant Grovemor of Our said Province if 
there be any upon the Place all which being duly performed 
Tou shall administer to each of the Members of Our said 
Council and to Our said Lieutenant Governor if there be 
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any upon the plaiCe the Oaths mentioned in the said Acts 
intituled An Act for the further Security of His Majesty's 
Person and Grovemment and the Succession of the crown 
in the Heirs of the late Princess Sophia being Protestants 
and for extinguishing the hopes of the pretended Prince of 
Wales and his open and secret Abettors and an Act for 
altering the Oath of Abjuration and the Assurance and for 
amending so much of an Act of the Seventh year of her late 
Majesty Queen Anne intituled an Act for the Improvement 
of the Union of the two Kingdoms as after the time therein 
limitted require[s] [d] the Delivery of certain Lists and Copies 
therein mentioned to persons Indicted of High Treason or 
Misprision of Treason As also cause them to make and sub- 
scribe the aforementioned Declaration and administer to 
them the Oath for the due Execution of their Places and 
Trusts You shall also administer or cause to be administred 
unto all the Members that shall be elected to serve in the 
Greneral Assembly of Our said Province the Oaths mentioned 
in the said Acts Intituled An Act for the further Security of 
His Majesty's person and Government and the Succession 
of the Crown in the Heirs of the late Princess Sophia being 
Protestants and for extinguishing the hopes of the pretended 
Prince of Wales and his open and secret Abettors and An 
Act for altering the Oath of Abjuration and the Assurance 
and for [the] amending so much of an Act of the Seventh 
year of her late Majesty Queen Anne Intituled An Act for 
the Improvement of the Union of the two Kingdoms as after 
the time therein limitted require[s] [d] the delivery of certain 
lasts and Copies therein mentioned to persons Indicted of High 
Treason or Misprision of Treason And likewise cause them to 
make and subscribe the aforementioned Declaration and untill 
the same shall be so taken and subscribed no person shall be 
capable of sitting though Elected Our [further] Will and 
Pleasure is that you shall and may keep and use the publick 
Seal of Our said Province for sealing all things whatsoever 
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that pass the Great Seal of Our said Province nnder [your] 
[pur] Government And We do hereby give and grant unto 
You full power and Authority where you shall see cause and 
shall judge any OfiEender or OfEenders in Capital or Criminal 
Matters or for any Fines or Forfeitures due unto Us fit 
Objects of Our Mercy to pardon all such Offenders and to 
remit such Fines [and] [or] Forfeitures Treason [s] and wilf uU 
Murder only excepted in which cases You shall likewise 
have power upon extraordinary Occasions to grant fieprieves 
to the Offenders therein to the End and until Our pleasure 
shall be further known And We do hereby give and grant 
unto you the said Thomas Hutchinson by Yourself or by 
Your Captains and Commanders by you to be authorized 
full power and Authority to levy Arm muster command 
and employ aU persons whatsoever residing within Our said 
Province and Territory of the Massachusets Bay in New 
England and as occasion shall require to march them from 
one place to another or to embark them for resisting and 
withstanding of all enemies Pirates and fiebels both at 
Land and Sea and such Forces with their own Consent or 
with the Consent of Our Council and Assembly to transport 
to any of Our Plantations in America as occasion shall 
require for the Defence of the Same against the Invasion or 
Attempts of any of Our Enemies and such Enemies Pirates 
and Rebels if Occasion shall require to pursue and prosecute 
in or out of the Limits of Our said Province or any part 
thereof and if it shall so please God them to vanquish appre- 
hend and take and being taken either according to Law to 
put to death or keep and preserve alive at your Discretion 
We do further give and grant unto You full Power and 
Authority to erect raise and build within Our Province 
and Territory aforesaid such and so many Forts Platforms 
Castles and Fortificacons as you shall judge necessary and 
the same or any of them to fortify and furnish with Ord- 
nance Ammunition and all sorts of Arms fit and necessary 
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for the Security and defence of Our said Province and from 
time to time to commit the Gk)yemment of the same to 
such person or persons as to You shall seem meet And the 
said Forts and Fortifications again to demolish or dismantle 
as may be most convenient and to do and execute all and 
every other thing or things which to a Captain (general 
doth or ought of right to belong as fully and amply as any 
other Our Captain General doth or hath usually done accord- 
ing to the powers hereby granted or to be granted to you 
And We do hereby give and grant unto you the said Thomas 
Hutchinson full power and authority to constitute and 
Appoint Captains Lieutenants Masters and other Command- 
ers and Officers of Ships and to grant unto such Captains 
Lieutenants Masters and other Commanders and Officers of 
Ships Commissions to execute the Law Martial according 
to the directions of an Act passed in the Twenty second 
year of the Beign of Our late royal Grandfather Litituled 
an Act for amending explaining and reducing into One 
Act of Parliament the Laws relating to the Government 
of his Majesty's Ships Vessels and Forces by Sea and to 
use such Proceedings Authorities Punishments Corrections 
& Executions upon any OfEender or Offenders who shall 
be mutinous seditious disorderly or any way unruly either 
at Sea or during the time of their Abode or residence 
in any of the Ports Harbours or Bays of Our said 
Province [and] [or] Territory as the cause shall be found 
to require according to [Martial] [marshaU] Law and the 
said Directions during the time of War as afores^ Pro- 
vided that nothing herein contained sliall be construed to 
the enabling you or any by your Authority to hold Plea 
or have Jurisdiction of any Offence Cause matter or thing 
committed or done upon the High Sea or within any the 
[BJAvens] IHarbaurs] Rivers or Creeks of Our said Province 
. or Territory under Your Government by any Captain Com- 
mander Lieutenant Master or other Officer Seaman [or] 
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Soldier or other Person whatsoever who shall be in actual 
Service and Pay in or on board any of Our Ships of War or 
other Vessels acting by immediate Comicon or Warrant from 
Our Commissioners for executing the Office of Our High 
Admiral or from Our High Admiral of Great Britaio for the 
time being under the Seal of Our Admiralty but that such 
Captain Comander Lieutenant Master Officer Seaman Sol- 
dier or other Person so OfiEending shall be left to be pro- 
ceeded against and tryed as the Merit of their OfEence[s] 
shall require either by Commission under Our Great Seal of 
Great Britain as the Statute of the Twenty Eighth of Henry 
the Eighth directs or by Commission from Our said Comicon- 
ers for Executing the office of Our High Admiral or from 
Our High Admiral of Great Britain for the time being ac- 
cording to the aforementioned Act for amending explaining 
and reducing into one Act of Parliament the Laws relating 
to the Government of His Majesty's Ships Vessels and Forces 
by sea and not otherwise Provided also that all Disorders 
and Misdemeanors committed on shore by any Captain Com- 
mander Lieutenant Master [or] [and] other Officer Seaman 
Soldier or other person whatsoever belonging to any of Our 
Ships of War acting by immediate Commission or Warrant 
from Our Comm" for executing the Office of Our High Ad- 
miral or from Our High Admiral of Great Britain for the 
time being under the Seal of Our Admiralty may be Tryed 
and punished according to the Laws of the place where any 
such Disorders Offences and misdemeanors shall [shall] be 
committed on Shore notwithstanding such Offender be in 
Our Actual Service and bom in Our Pay on board [and] 
such Our ships of War or other Vessels acting by immediate 
Comission or Warrant from Our Commissioners for execut- 
ing the Office of Our High Admiral or from Our High Ad- 
miral of Great Britain for the time being as aforesaid [so 
as] [and] he shall not receive any protection for the avoiding 
of Justice for such offence[s] committed on shore from any 
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pretence of his being employed in Our Service at Sea And 
further Our Will and Pleasure is that you shall not at any 
time hereafter by Colour of any Power or Authority hereby 
granted or mentioned to be granted take upon you to give 
grant or dispose of any Office or Place within Our said Prov- 
ince and Territory which now is or shall be granted under 
the Great Seal of Great Britain any further than that You 
may upon the vacancy of any such Office or suspension of 
any Officer by You put in any person to Officiate in the In- 
terval until the said place be disposed of by us Our Heirs 
or Successors under the Great Seal of Great Britain or that 
Our Directions be otherwise given therein And We do 
hereby require and command all officers and Ministers Civil 
and Military And all other the Inhabitants of Our said Prov- 
ince and Territory to be obedient aiding and assisting unto 
you the said Thomas Hutchinson in the Execution of this 
Our Commission and of the Powers and Authorities therein 
contained And in case of your Death or Absence out of Our 
said Province and Territory to be obedient aiding and as- 
sisting unto such person as shall be appointed by Us to be 
Our Lieutenant Governor or Commander in Chief of Our 
said Province and Territory to whom We do therefore 
by these presents give and grant all and singular the 
Powers and Authorities herein granted to be by him 
exe[cut][ra9]ed and enjoyed during Our Pleasure or until 
Your Arrival within Our [scdd] Province And if upon 
your Death or Absence out of Our said Province there 
be no person upon the place commissionated or appointed 
by Us to be Our Lieutenant Governor or Commander in 
Chief of Our said Province and Territory Our Will and 
Pleasure is that Our Council of our said Province for the 
time being do take upon them the Administration of the 
Govemm^ and execute Our said Comission and Instructions 
and the several Powers and Authorities therein contained in 
the same manner and to all intents and purposes as Our 
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Governor or Commander in Chief of Our said ProTince and 
Territory should or ought to do in case of Your Absence 
until Tour Return or in all cases until Our further pleasure 
be known therein And that in such case the Eldest Council- 
lor present at each Meeting of the said Council shall always 
preside therein And Our Pleasure is that you the said 
Thomas Hutchinson shall and may hold exe[cut] Ircia}^ and 
enjoy the Office and Place of Our Captain General and Gov- 
ernor in Chief in and over Our said Province and Territory 
of the Massachusets Bay in New England with all and 
singular the Powers and Authorities hereby granted unto 
you for and during Our Will and Pleasure And Whereas 
there are divers Colonies adjoining to Our Province of the 
Massachusets Bay for the Defence and Security whereof it 
is requisite that due Care be taken in the time of War We 
have therefore thought it further necessary for Our Service 
and for the better Protection and Security of Our Subjects 
inhabiting those parts to Constitute and Appoint And We 
do by these Presents Constitute and Appoint you the said 
Thomas Hutchinson to be Our Captain General and Com- 
mander in Chief of the Militia and of all the Forces by Sea 
and Land within Our Colonies of Rhode Island and Provi- 
dence Plantation[8] the Narraganset Country or King's 
Province and of all Our Forts and Places of Strength within 
the same in the time of War or imminent Danger And for 
the better Ordering Governing & rulmg Our said Militia and 
all Our Forces Forts and Places of Strength within Our said 
Colonies of Rhode Island and Providence Plantation and the 
Narraganset Country or King's Province We do hereby give 
and grant unto you the said Thomas Hutchinson and in Your 
Absence to Our Lieutenant Governor or Commander in Chief 
of Our said Province of [the] Massachusets Bay all and 
every the like Powers as in these Presents are before 
granted and recited for the Rulmg governing and Ordering 
Our Militia and all Our Forces Forts and Places of Strength 
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within Our Proyince of Massachusets Bay to be Exercised by 
You the said Thomas Hutchinson and in your Absence from 
Our Territory and Dominion of New England by Our said 
Lieutenant Governor or Commander in Chief of Our said 
Province of the Massachusets Bay for the time being within 
Our said Colonies of Rhode Island and Providence Planta- 
tion and the Narraganset Country or Kings Province during 
the time of War or imminent Danger as aforesaid In Wit- 
ness [&c] \whereofwe have caused these Our Letters to he made 
Patent] Witness Oimielf at Westminster the twenty-eighth 
day of November [m the JElevenih year of Our Beign] 

By Writt of Privy Seal 

irOBKE] 
[( Qreal Seal of England appending) 
Exam^p Jir Cotton D. skry] 

Public Record Office^ Patent BoU, 11 George III^ 

Part 9j No. 20. Compared with the record of Royal Com- 
missions {Crown Commissions, 1677-1774^ pp. IIS-IBS) in 
the ofBlce of the Secretary of the Commonwealth.^ 

^ See footnote, p. 56, ant€. 
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AS 



GOVERNOR OF THE PROVINCE OF THE 
MASSACHUSETTS BAY 



7 April, 1774 



[THOMAS GAGE £SQ* 00MMISSI019] 

^ategt t^ t^tti ftp t^t ^tatt of 4Soti nS^ttat f&vitain 
fteaut anb JEcdmtfi ibtttg S[>efetibn: of t^ ftal^ tx« To 

Our Trusty and Wellbeloved Thomas Gage Esquire Lieu* 
tenant General of our Forces Oreeting 

Whereas by a Royal Charter under the Great Seal of 
England bearing date the Seventh day of October in the 
third year of the Reign of King William the third the 
Colony of the Massachusets Bay the Colony of New Plymouth 
the Province of Main in New England the Territory of 
Accadie or Nova Scotia and the Lands lying between the 
said Territory of Nova Scotia and the Province of Main 
aforesaid were united Erected and Incorporated into one 
real Province by the Name of our Province of the Massa- 
chusets Bay in New England and His said Majesty did 
thereby grant to our Loving Subjects the Inhabitants of our 
said Province or Territory of Massachusets Bay in New 
England and their Successors that there should be a Gov« 
emor or Lieutenant Governor and Secretary of Our said 
Province and Territory to be from time to time Appointed 
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aad Commi«doii»ted by the said King William His 
and Saooe8sors with several priviledges Franchises and Im- 
munities thereby granted to our said loving Subjects And 
Whereas wee did by Our Letters Patent under Our Great 
Seal of Great Britain bearing date at Westminster the 
Twenty fourth* day of November in the Eleventh year of Our 
Beign Constitute and appoint Thomas Hutchinson Esquire 
Captain General and Governor in Chief in and over Our said 
Province of the Massachusets Bay in New England for and 
during our Will and Pleasure as by the said recited Letters 
Patent relation being thereunto had may more fully and at 
large appear Now Know You that Wee have revoked and 
determined and by these Presents Do revoke and determine 
the said recited Letters Patent and every Clause Article and 
thing therein Contained And further Know You that Wee 
reposing Especial Trust and Confidence in the Prudence 
Courage and Loyalty of you the said d^OttUUSt 4B>d0e of our 
Especial Grace certain knowledge and mere motion have 
thought fit to Constitute and Appoint and by these presents 
do constitute and appoint you the said Thomas Gage to be 
Our Captain General and Governor in Chief in and over Our 
said Province of the Massachusets Bay in New England and 
for your better Guidance and Direction Wee do hereby 
require and Command you to do and Execute aU things in 
due manner that shall belong unto the Trust Wee have 
reposed in You according to the severall Powers and Au- 
thorities mentioned in the said Charter and in these Presents 
and such further powers Listructions and Authorities as 
yon shall receive or which shall at any time hereafter be 
granted or appointed you under Our Sign Manual and 
Signet or by Our Order in Our Privy Council in pursu- 
ance of the said Charter and According to such reasonable 
Laws and Statutes as are now in force of which hereafter 
shall be made and agreed upon in such manner and form 

^ Doabilefla a olerical error for ^twenty dghth:** see p. 178, ante. 
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as by the said Charter is directed And Our Will and 
Pleasure is that you the said Thomas Gage after the pub- 
lication of these our Letters patent Do in the first place 
take the Oaths Appomted to be taken by an Act passed 
in the first year of the Beign of King George the First 
Intituled (An Act for the further Security of His Majestys 
Person and Government and tha Succession of the Crown 
in the Heirs of the late Princess Sophia being Protestants 
and for Extinguishing the Hopes of the pretended Prince 
of Wales and his open and secret Abettors) and by an Act 
passed in the Sixth year of Our Reign Intituled (An Act 
for Altering the Oath of Abjuration and the Assurance 
and for amending so much of an Act of the seventh year 
of her late Majesty Queen Ann Intituled An Act for the 
Improvement of the Union of the two Kingdoms as after 
the time therein limitted requires the delivery of Certain 
Lists and Copies therein mentioned to Persons Indicted of 
High Treason or Misprision of Treason) As also that you 
make and subscribe the Declaration mentioned in An Act 
of Parliament made in the Twenty fifth year of the Beign 
of King Charles the Second Intituled (An Act for prevent- 
ing danger[8] which may happen from Popish Becusants)^ 
and likewise that you take the usual Oa^h for the due 
Execution of the Office and Trust of our Captain General 
and Governor in Chief in and over our said Province as 
well with regard to the due and impartial administration 
of Justice as otherwise and further that you take the Oath 
required to be taken by Governors of plantations to do their 
utmost that the several Laws relating to Trade and the 
Plantations be observed which said Oaths and Declaration 
Our Council of Our said Province or any three of the Mem- 
bers thereof have hereby full Power and Authority and are 
required to Tender and Administer unto you and in your 
absence to Our Lieutenant Governor of Our said Province if 
there be any upon the place all which being duly performed 
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You shall administer to each of the Members of Our said 
Council And to Our said Lieutenant Governor if there be 
any upon the place the Oaths mentioned in the said Act[s] 
Intituled (An Act for the further Security of His Majesty's 
person and Government and the Succession of the Crown in 
the Heirs of the late Princess Sophia being Protestants And 
for extinguishing the Hopes of the pretended Prince of 
Wales and his open and secret Abettors) and (an Act for 
Altering the Oath of Abjuration And the Assurance and for 
Amending so much of an Act of the Seventh year of her 
late Majesty Queen Anne Intituled An Act for the Improve- 
ment of the union of the two kingdoms as after the time 
therein limitted requires the Delivery of certain Lists and 
Copies [therein mentioned] to persons Indicted of High Trea^ 
son or Misprision of Treason) [As] [and] also Cause them 
to make and Subscribe the aforementioned Declaration and 
administer to them the Oath for the due Execution of their 
places and Trusts You shall also administer or Cause to 
be Administered unto [all] the Members that shall be Elected 
to serve in the General Assembly of Our said Province the 
Oaths mentioned in the said Acts Intituled (An Act for the 
[further] [&ef<er] Security of his Majesty's person and Grov- 
emment and the Succession of the Crown in the Heirs of tihe 
late Princess Sophia being Protestants and for Extinguishing 
the Hopes of the pretended Prince of Wales and his open 
and Secret abettors) and (An Act for Altering the Oath of 
Abjuration and the Assurance and for amending so much of 
an Act of the Seventh year of her late Majesty Queen Anne 
Intituled An Act for the Improvement of the union of the 
two Kingdoms as after the time therein Limitted requires 
the Delivery of certain Lists and Copies therein mentioned 
to persons Indicted of High Treason [or] [and] Misprision 
of Treason) and likewise Cause them to make and Subscribe 
the aforementioned Declaration and until the same shall be 
so taken and subscribed no person shall be capable of Sitting 
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though Elected Our further Will and Pleasure is that you 
shall and may keep and use the public Seal of Our said Prov- 
ince for sealing all things whatsoever that pass the Great 
Seal of Our said Province under Tour Government And 
Wee do hereby Give and Grant unto Tou full Power and 
Authority where you shall see Cause and shall Judge any 
Offender [or] [and] Offenders in Capital or Criminal matters 
or for any Fines [or] [and] Forfeitures due unto Us fit Objects 
of our Mercy to pardon all such Offenders and to remit such 
Fines and Forfeitures Treason[9] and WilfuU Murder only 
excepted In which case[s] you shall likewise have power 
upon Extraordinary Occasions to Grant reprieves to the 
Offenders therein to the End and untiU Our pleasure shall 
be further known And we do hereby Give and Grant unto 
Tou the said Thomas Gage by yourself or your Captains 
and Commanders by Tou to be Authorized full power and 
Authority to Levy arm Muster Command and employ all 
persons whatsoever residing within our said Province and 
Territory of the Massachusets Bay in New England and as 
occasion shall require to March them from one place to an^ 
other or to Embark them for resisting [or] [and] withstand- 
ing of all Enemies Pirates and Rebels both at Land and Sea 
and such Forces with their Own Consent or with the Consent 
of Our Council and Assembly to Transport to any of Our 
Plantations in America as occasion shall require for the de- 
fence of the same against the Invasion or Attempts of any 
of Our Enemies and such Enemies Pirates and Rebels if Oc- 
casion shall require to pursue and prosecute in or out of the 
Limits of Our said Province or any part thereof and if it shaU 
so please God them to Vanquish Apprehend and take and 
being taken either according to Law to put to Death or Keep 
and preserve alive at your Discretion Wee further Give and 
Grant unto you full power and Authority to Erect raise and 
build within Our Province and Territory aforesaid such and so 
many Forts Platforms Castles and Fortifications as you shall 
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judge Necessary And ihe same or any of them to Fortify and 
furnish with Ordnance Ammunition and all Sorts of Arms 
fit and necessary for the Security and defence of Our said 
Province and from time to time to committ the Grovemment 
of the same to such person or persons as to you shall seem 
meet and the said Forts and Fortifications again to demolish 
or dismantle as may be most Convenient And to do and Exe- 
cute all and every other thing or things which to a Captain 
General doth or ought of right to belong as fully and amply 
as any other Our Captain General doth or hath usually 
done According to the powers hereby Granted or to be 
Granted to you And Wee do hereby Give and Grant unto 
you the said Thomas Gage full Power and Authority to 
Constitute and appoint Captains Lieutenants Masters and 
other Commanders and Officers of Ships and to Grant unto 
such Captains Lieutenants Master and other Commanders 
and Officers of Ships Commissions to Execute the Law Mar- 
tial according to the directions of an Act passed in the Twenty 
Second year of the Beign of Our late Boyal Grandfather 
Litituled (An Act for Amending [and] exphuning and reduc- 
ing into one Act of Parliament the Laws relating to the 
Government of His Majestys Ships Vessels and Forces by 
Sea) and to use such Proc^ings Authorities Punishments 
[and] Corrections and Executions upon any Offender or 
Offenders who shall be Mutinous Seditious disorderly or 
any way unruly either at Sea or during the time of their 
abode or residence in any of the Ports Harbours or Bays 
of Our said Province [and] [or] Territories as the cause 
shall be found to require according to Martial Law and 
the said directions during the time of War as aforesaid 
Provided that nothing herein contained shall be construed 
to the Enabling you or any by your Authority to Hold 
Plea or have Jurisdiction of any Offence Cause matter or 
thing Committed or done upon the High Sea or within any 
the [Havens] [fiarhaurs] Bivers or Creeks of Our said Prov- 
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ince or Territory under your Government by any Captain 
CSommander Lieutenant Master or other OfBlcer Seaman 
Soldier or other person whatsoever who shall be in Actual 
Service and pay in or on board any of Our Ships of War or 
other Vessels Acting by Immediate Commission or Warrant 
from Our Commissioners for Executing the Office of Our 
High Admiral or from Our High Admiral of Great Britain 
for the time being under the Seal of Our Admiralty but that 
such Captain Commander Lieutenant Master Officer Seaman 
Soldier or other person so offending shall be left to be pro- 
ceeded against and tryed as the merit[s] of their Offence[s] 
shall require either by Commission under Our Great Seal 
of Great Britain as the Statute of the Twenty eighth of 
[Henry] [Harry'] the Eighth directs or by Commission from 
Our said Commissioners for Executing the Office of Our 
High Admiral or from Our High Admiral of Great Britain 
for the time being according to the aforementioned Act 
for amending Explaining and reducing into one Act of 
Parliament tiie Law[s] relating to the government of his 
Majestys Ships Vessels and Forces by Sea and not other- 
wise Provided also that all disorders and Misdemeanors 
Committed on Shore by any Captain Commander Lieuten* 
ant Master or other officer Seaman, Soldier or other person 
whatsoever belonging to any of Our Ships of War acting 
by immediate Commission or Warrant from our Commis- 
sioners for Executing the Office of Our High Admiral, or 
from Our High Admiral of Great Britain for the time 
being [under] the Seal of Our Admiralty may be Tryed and 
punished according to the Laws of the Place where any 
such Disorders Offences and Misdemeanors shall be com- 
mitted on Shore Notwithstanding such Offender [shall] be in 
Our actual Service and borne in Our Pay on board any such 
Our Ships of War or other Vessels Acting by immediate Com- 
mission or Warrant from Our Commissioners for Executing 
the Office of Our High Admiral or from Our High Admiral 
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of Great Britain for the time being as aforesaid so as he 
shall not receive any protection for the avoiding of Justice 
for such Offence[s] Committed on Shore from any pretence 
of his being emplo/d in Our Service at Sea And further 
Our Will and Pleasure is that you shall not at any time 
hereafter by Colour of any power or Authority hereby 
Granted or mentioned to be Granted take upon you to Give 
Grant or Dispose of any Office or Place within Our said 
Province or Territory which now is or shall be Granted 
under the Great Seal of Great Britain any further than 
that you may upon the Vacancy of any such Office or Sus- 
pension of any Officer by you put in any person to Officiate 
in the Interval untill the said place be disposed of by Us 
Our Heirs or Successors under the Great Seal of Great 
Britain or that Our Directions be otherwise Given therein 
And Wee do hereby require and Command all Officers and 
Ministers Civil and Military and all other the Inhabitants of 
Our said Province and Territory to be obedient aiding and 
Assisting unto You the said Thomas Gage in the Execution 
of this Our Commission and of the Powers and Authorities 
therein contained and in Case of your Death or Absence out 
of Our said Province and Territory to be obedient aiding 
and Assisting unto such person as shall be Appointed by Us 
to be Our lieutenant Governor or Commander in Chief of 
Our said Province and Territory to whom Wee do therefore 
by these presents Give and Grant all and Singular the powers 
and Authorities herein Granted to be by him Executed and en- 
joyed during Our Pleasure or Until your Arrival within Our 
said Province and if upon your death or absence out of our 
said Province there be no person upon the place Commission- 
ated or Appointed by Us to be Our Lieutenant Governor or 
Commander in Chief of Our said Province and Territory Our 
Will and Pleasure is that Our Council of Our said Province 
for the time being do take upon them the Administration 
of the Government and Execute. Our said Commission and 
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Instructions and the several Powers and Authorities therein 
Contained in the same manner and to all intents and pur* 
poses as Our Gk)vemor or Commander in Chief of Our said 
Province and Territory should or Ought to do in Case of 
your Absence until your Return or in all [otJier] cases until 
Our further pleasure be known therein and that in such 
Case the Eldest Councillor present at each meeting of the 
said Council shall always preside therein And Our Pleasure 
is that you the said Thomas Gage shall and may hold Exe- 
cute and enjoy the Office and place of Our Captain General 
and Governor in Chief in and Over Our said Province and 
Territory of the Massachusets Bay in New England with all 
and Singular the powers and authorities hereby Granted to 
you for and during Our Will and Pleasure And Whereas . 
there are divers Colonies Adjoining to Our Province of the 
Massachusets Bay for the Defence and Security whereof it is 
requisite that due Care be taken in the time of War Wee 
have therefore thought it further Necessary for Our Service 
and for the better protection and Security of Oiur Subjects 
Inhabiting those parts to Constitute and Appoint and wee 
do by these presents Constitute and appoint Ton the said 
Thomas Gage to be Our Captain General and Commander in 
Chief of the Militia and of all the Forces by Sea and Land 
within our Colonies of Rhode Island and Providence Planta- 
tion the Narraganset Country or King's Province and of all 
Our Forts and places of strength within the same in time of 
War or Emmioent Danger and for the better ordering Gov- 
erning and ruling Our said Militia and all Our Forces Forts 
and places of Strength within [Our] [the] said Colonies of 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantation[9] and the Narra- 
ganset Country or Kings Province We do hereby Give and 
Grant unto you the said Thomas Gage and in your absence 
to our Lieutenant Governor or Commander in Chief of Our 
said Province of [the] Massachusets Bay all and every the 
like powers as in these presents are before Granted and 
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Becited for the Ruling Governing and Ordering our Militia 
and all our {Forces] Forts and places of Strength within Our 
Province of the Massachusets Bay to be Exercised by you 
the said Thomas Gage And in Tour Absence from Our 
Territory and Dominion of New England by Our said Lieu- 
tenant Governor or Commander in Chief of Our said Prov- 
ince of the Massachusets Bay for the time being within Our 
said Colonies of Rhode Island and Providence Plantation 
and the Narraganset Country or Kings Province during the 
time of War or imminent Danger aforesaid In Witness [&c] 
[whereof We have caused tiiese Our Letters to be made Patent] 
Witness Ourself at Westminster the seventh day of April « 
[& the fourteenth year of Our Beign] 

By Writ of Privy Seal 

irOBKE] 

{{Gfreat Seal of England appending)] 
Public Record Office^ Patent BoU, 14 Oeorge III^ 
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missions {Grown Commissions^ 1677-177 4j pp* 137-142) in 
the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth.^ 

^ See footnote, p. 56, ainU. 
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THE DUKE OP YORK'S COMMISSION CONSTITUTING T" LORD 

W" TTILLOUGHBY VICE-ADM" OP Y" BARBADOES & Y" 

REST OP Y' CARIBBEE ISLANDS IN AMERICA i 

^attibafi Dux EboracensiB, et Albaniensis Comes Ultonife, 
Constabularius Castri DoYeri» Dominus Guardianus QuinqM 
Portuum, Gubernator Oppidi Portsmouth, pM&- 
dari Ordinis Garterii Miles, Dominus magnus Ju»cariii8» 
Admirallus Anglie et Hibemie et WalliaB ac Do- ^^■"^^ ^' 
mimoTum et Insularum earund^m, Y lllaB CalesisB vel Merchia- 
rum eiusdem Normandi», Gasconisd et Aquitanisd, Classisqt^ 
et Marium dictortim Begnorum Angliaa et HibemiaB Pref ectus 
G^uerallis Nee non Dominus Magnus Admirallus Domini 
orum NoYSd AngliaB, Jamaicso, VirginiaB, BarbadOe, Sancti 
Christopheri, Antegoe in America, Giuinnisa, Binniss, et An* 
golcB in Africa, Tangiaa Yel Tangeris, Begni Fessani, ProYinde 
in Africa predicta ac Insularum et Dominiortim earundem, ac 
de omnibus et singulis aliis Dominiis quibuscunqw in par* 
tibus Transmarinis, ad Serenissimum Do?mnum Fratremqu^ 
nastnxm Carolum Secundum Dei Gratia magnsd Brittanisd, 
FrancisB et Hibemisd Begem, &c* -pertinentibtia Et Pre- 
fectus Generalis Classium et Marium dictorum locorum 

Dilecto nobis ^ttltdmo S^onm WiXimffyhp tie f^ac^am 

InsulaB BarbadSe et ceterarum Insularum Caribbee &C^. Prao- 
f ecto Ctenerak' et Summo Gubematori Salutem. 

1 In our texts of Latin doooments, abbreriations are expanded in italics, and 
letters omitted without marks of abbreviation are placed within square brackets. 
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Ad Cognoscendtmi et procedendt^m in quibuscunqtie causis 
civilibus et Maritimis, atqu^ Querelis, Contractii^ delictis 
aeu quasi delictis Criminibus placitis^ debitis, excambiis 
computed hitteria partitis, Convencionibus^ Litibus, Trans- 
gressionibusy Injuriis^ Extortionibus, demandis vel Negotiis 
civilibus et maritimis motis, seu XDOvendis quibuscunqu^ inter 
Mercatores aut inter Dominos et Froprietarios Navium et 
oeterorum vasorum et Mercatores, seu alios quoscunque, cum 
eisdem Dommis et Proprietariis Navium, et ceterorum Vaso- 
rum quorumcunque infra Jurisdicctonem SeTenismu Domini 
nostri Regis, susb Admiralstotis Barbadoe et ceterarum Insu- 
larum Caribbee: Ac de omnibus et singulis aliis Insulis 
Coloniis et Plantactonibus ad Ser^isstmtnn Dominum no^firum 
Begem pertinent^&M^. Inter Decem et Viginti gradus Borealis 
Latitudinis iacentibus et ab Insula Sancti Jobannis de Porti- 
vico^ versus Orientem usque ad Trecentas Yigmti Septem 
gradus extensis, vel partiuiTi quarumcunque Insularum et 
Locorum eisdem adjacent^^m occupatorum vel usitatonmi, seu 
inter quascunque alias personas, habitis, factis, initis sive 
Gontractis pro aliqua re materia, causa vel negotio, seu Inju- 
rill quacunque tam in, super vel per Mare aut Flumina 
publica. Aquas dulces, Portiki, Bivos seu Crecas et loca 
superinundata qusBCunque infra Muxum, et Befluxum Maris, 
et aqu83, ad Plenitudinem, vel super Littora, seu Bipas 
quascunqw ei[s]dem vel eorum alicui adjacentes, a quibus- 
cunqti^ primis Pontibus versus Mare vel ^ Insulam Barbadoe 
et ceteros locos predictor, seu Dominia eorundem, vel alibi 
ultra mare vel partibus ultramarinis quibuscunqt^ expeditis 
vel expediendiff, Una cum omnibus, et singulis suis Incidenti- 
hu8 Emergenti&t^ Dependenti^ Annexis et Connexis, Causis 
et Negotiis quibuscunqtie, seu qualitercunqtie ejusmodi, Causas 
et Querelas, Contractiis et alia premissa supradicta vel eorum 
aliquod, Oriri, Celebrari, Contrahi vel fieri Contingat juxta 
Leges civiles et Maritimas ac Consuetudines receptas in 

1 Sie: Portorioo. * Sie: per. 
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Curia Principali prdEati Domini noatri Regis sue AdmiraKtotis 
Barbadoe et ceterorum locorum predicton/m et partibus Mari- 
timis eoTum et esaum^ cuiltbet adjacen/i^ quibuscunqud 
Audiendum et Tenninandum. 

Ac Insuper in omnibus et singulis Querelis Contractibus, Con- 
venctonibus et Causis ac Negotiis Civilibus et Maritimis ultra 
mare proficiendis vel contractis aut in pref ata Insula BarbadOe, 
et locis predictis vel partibti^ Insularibus ejusdem adjacenti&tid 
perimplendis, qualttercunqti6 emergendis seu contingently. 

Ac etiam in ceteris Causis et Materiis omnibus^ et singulis 
qu8B Jurisdictionem Maritimam prefati Domini nostn Regis 
sue Admiralitotis predicte, in prefata Insula Barbadoe et 
ceteris locis predictis^ et partibus Insulari&ua iisdem adjacen- 
idbus quibuscunque quovismodo tangunt, seu aliquo modo 
concemunt^ vel de Jure pertinSre debuerunt, vel debent. 

Et generaliter in omnibus et singulis aliis Causis Litibus 
Criminiljw^ Delictis^ Excessibt/^ QuerSlis, Injuriis, Maleficiis, 
seu quasi Maleficiis, Begratariis, Foristallariis^ et negotiis 
Maritimis quibuscunqti^ per loca pr^icta infra Jurisdicttbnem 
Maritimam, prefati Domini noatri Regis su8B Admiralitotis 
Barbadoe, et aliorum locorum predictorum jper mare vel 
aquam, aut Ripas, seu Littora eorundem qualitercunqu^ factts 
Commissi^ perpetratis aut emergenti^. 

Nee non ad Inquirendum p^ Sacramenttim proborum et 
Legalium. hominum de dicta Insula BarbadOe, et aliis locis 
^edictdsy et partibus transmarinis et Insularibus eonmdem, 
et earum ^ cuilibet» adjacentt&tis tarn infra Libertates et Fran- 
cbesias quam extra ubiltb^ CommoranAium tam de omnibus 
et singulis de jure Statutis, Ordinactonibus et Constitucioni- 
bus CuxicB pr^ictcB Admiralitotis Princiipalis Inquiri deberent 
quam de Wrecbo Maris, ac de omnibus et singulis bonis et Catal- 
It8 quortiTncunqM Proditorum, P^ratartim, Homicidarum et Fel- 
onum qualitCTCunqu^ infra Jurisdicttonem Maritimam predictt 
Domini noatri Regis susd Admiraltifatis 'predicUe Delinquen^m. 

^ Sie: eorum. 
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Ac de bonis Dehitis et catallis omnium et singulonim 
eorum Manutenentttfrn^ Accessariorum Consulenttum Auxili- 
antmm sive Assistentit^m, quorumcmique. 

Atque etiam de bonis Dehitis et Catallis quarumcunqM 
aliarum personarum Feloni^m de se, et Gujuslibet p^rsonas 
Felonis de se infra Jurisdictio^tem Maritimam pradictam, 
quovismodo sen qualitercunqu^ ad mortem devenientmm ubi- 
cunqu^ bona Debita et Catalla hujusmodt vel aliqua porcella 
eorund^m per Mare, Aquam vel Terram in dicta Insula Bar- 
badoe et aliis locis predictis et partibus Maritimis eorundem et 
earum^ cuilibet adjacenti&ti« quibuscunqt^e tam infra Lib€rtates 
et Franchesias quam extra fuerint Inventa seu Invenienda 
Forisf acta vel Forisfacienda vel existeniSia quecunque. 

Et etiam de Bonis, Debitis et GatalUs quanimcunqu^ alia- 
rum personarum Felontnn de se, et Cujuslsbet alterius Felonis 
de se infra Jurisdictioviem maritimam pr^ctam repertis sea 
reperiendis aut Contingen^ua quibuscunqtie. 

Et prsdterea tam de Bonis, Debitis et CatalUs quortm- 
cunqi^ aliortfm Proditorum, Felonum et Homicidarum ubi« 
cunqu^ locoram delinquen^iuiTi infra Jurisdictionem predictom. 

Ac de bonis, debitis et Catallis Manutenentium, Accessari- 
orum ConsulenfitiiTi Auxilian^ium sive ezisten/ium^ Et debonis, 
debitis et Catallis Quorumcunque Fugitiyorum Attinctorum, 
Damnatorum Utlegatorum vel in exigendam pro prodicione 
Felonia Homicidio vel Murdro, seu aliquo alio ofEenso quocun* 
que, aut Delicto qualitercunqus positorum sive ponendorum. 

Ac etiam de bonis Waviatis Flotson, Jetson, Lagon, 
Shares, Thesauro invento seu inveniendo Deodandis Ac de 
bonis Quorumcunqw aliorum pro Derelict^ habitis, seu 
habendis, seu casu fortuito reportis' seu reperiendis, vel 
qu[a]lstercunqtie debitis seu debendis Ac de omnibus aliis Casu- 
alibus, tam in super, vel per mare, littoraqus, Crecas, aut 
Costeras maris vel partes maritimas, quam in, super, vel per 
Aquas dulces, Portiis, Flumina publica, Rivos seu Crecas 

^ 5ic.' eonim. * Sic: aisiatenfitim. * Sic: repeitif. 
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quascunque, aut loca superinundata infra Fluxum et He- 
fluxum Maris seu Aqu8d >ad plenitudinem, aut super Littoray 
vel Ripas alicujus eorund^m^ a primis quibuscunque pontibus 
versus Mare qualit^rcunqt^^ quandocunque vel quomodocunqM 
emergen/i&M contmg&ntilms sive perveniendts quibu^unqw 
vel ubicunqua bona, debita, aut cetera premissa seu aliqua 
porcella eorandem infra Jurisdicttonem maritimoiT} Insulad 
BarbadOe et aliorum locorum predictorum vel partium In- 
sulanum predictarum eiadem adjacentnim rep^riantur aut 
reperiri Contigerint. 

Ac Insuper de Anchoragiis et Lastagiis, seu arenosa 
Navium Oneractbne, et de Piscibus Begalibt^ videlicet 
SturionibM, Balenis, Cetis, Porpesiis, Delphinis, RiggiB et 
Graspetiis, et generaltter de singulis piscibus quibuscunqu^, 
magnam sive ingentem Crassitudinem, sive pinguedinem in 
se habentt^ de jure vel Consuetudine suprodicto Domino 
jwstro Regi in dtcto officio sue Admiraltifatis BarbadM 
predicts et altbrum locomm predicton^m pertinentt&t/« sen 
aliquo modo spectajitSms eadem Wreccam Maris ac bona^ 
debita et Gatalla et ceter^ premissa onmia et singula, una 
cum omnibus et omnimodis Finibus, Mulctis, Exitibus, Foris- 
facturis, Amerciamentis Bedempcionibus ac Recognictonibus 
quibuscunqu^ Forisf acturis ^ seu Forisfaciend£9, et poenas' 
Pecuniarti9 pro Transgressionibus, Delictis, Injuriis, Extor- 
tiontbti^ Contemptible et aliis Maleficiis quibuscunque vel 
pro aliqua alia re, materia seu Causa, quacunque impositil^y 
vel inflictis, imponendt8 vel infligendis quaHtercunqtie in 
dicta Insula BarbadOe, aut aliis Insulis Coloniis et Planta- 
donibus predictt^; seu partibus maritimis earundem et earum 
cuUtb^ aAjajcentibus quibuscunque in Curia AdmiralsS^otis 
Barbadde et aliorum locon^m predictorum tenta seu tenenda 
presentattf seu presentandtig assidendis afferendt^ forisfaci* 
esndis seu adjudicandis : Ac etiam una cum Amerciamenti]^ 
Exitibus, Finibus perquisitis, Mulctis et poenis pecuniartis 

^ Sie: Fozisfacttt. s Sic: Poenis. 
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quiboscunqw ac forisfactum quarumcunqti^, Becognidbnom 
coram vobis yestrove Deputato vel Deputati^ aut aliis Juis- 
titiariis 'pretsAi Domini nostri Regis seu Hereium et Successo- 
Tum suorum AdmiralUabis susd BarbadOe pr^cto et aliorum 
locorum "predictorum vel tribus eorund^m. 

Ac^ omnia et singula ProdiciOTies, Roberias, Felonias, 
Murdra^ Homicidia^ Confederacibnes, ac alia Offensa, Trans- 
gressiones^ Contemptus Misprisiones Spoliaciones et Male- 
ficia infra Jurisdiccionem maritimam predictom commissis^* 
sive Gommittenda per Utterss ejusd^m Domni Regis Com* 
micibnales Patentes Hsaredum vel Successort^m suorum juxta 
Statuta inde edita et Provisa et Consuetudines receptas in 
Curia principali dicti Domini Regis susb Admiralttotis pre- 
dicte sub magno Sigillo AtfgliaB factor et faciendo^ in dicta 
Insula BarbadOe et aliis locis predictis et partibus maritimis 
eorvTidem, vel earum* cuilibet adjacenti^ quibuscunqt/e. 
Audiendum et Terminandum assignat^ seu assignandis contin- 
gentibus impositis aut imponendis vel infligend&9 seu aliquo 
alio modo, occashne pr^missorum pr^icto Domtno no^firo Regi 
vel HsBredil^ seu Sucessori^ suis in ea parte qualitercunqti^ 
debitis sive debendi!^ quibuscunque, petendt^m exigendum le- 
vandt^m capiendtim colligendum excipiendum et obtinendnm. 

Ac ad usum pr^fati Damim Regis et officii Magni Admiralli 
sui pr^icti pro tempore existentis Custodiendum et servandum. 

Ac insuper Recognitiones^ Cautiones^ Obligaciones, et Sti- 
pulaciones quascunqii^ tam ad usum prefati Domini nostri 
Regis quom no^^m, vel ad quarumcunqt^^ partium instan- 
tiam pro Convenctonibus, seu Debitis, ac aliis Causis quibus- 
cunqtie capiendum easqua. Execucsoni ponendum et exequi 
faciendum et mandandtfm. 

Nee non Naves, personas, res, bona, merces et Mercemonia 
qufficunque pro pronissis et eortim quolibet, ac aliis Causis 
quibuscunqtia ea concemen^i^ ubicunqua locorum in dicta 
Insula BarbadOe et aliis locis predictis, vel partibus maritimis 

^ Sie: ad. * Sie: oommiaBa. * Sic: eontnu 
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eorundem, vel eorum cu3tbet adjacenfi&tfs quibasciinque, infra 
Lib€rtate8 et Franchesias seu extra, fuerint inventa seu reperto. 

Atque etiam pro aliis Conyenc[i]o[n]ibus9 Causis seu De- 
lictis quibuflcunqw qualttercunque contractcis sive emer- 
gsntibus Dummodo Bona et persone Debitortim reperiantur 
infra Jurisdicctonem pr^dictom juxta leges civiles et Mariti- 
mas ac Consuetudines in Curia Admiralttotis Domni nostri 
Regis receptas et usitatM realiter Arrestandtim vel Arrestari 
faciendum et mandandt^m, Ipsasqtie cum suis Emergen<»&M 
Dependendi9^ Incidenft!^ Annexis et Connexis, Causis et 
NegotiiSy quibuscunqti^, una cum cs^teris causis civilibus et 
maritimis, atque Querelis contractis, et aliis premissis omni- 
bus et singulis quibuscunque superius respective expressts 
juxta leges et Consuetudines predictor ac aliis yiis, modis et 
mediis legitimis, quibus melius sciveris aut poteris Audiendvm 
Examinandum Discutiendtim et Fine debito Terminandum, 

Ac personas quascunque in ea parte prout Casus exiget 
respondere cum cujuslibet Coerctonis Temporalis alteriusqtc^ . 
poensd et Mulctsa, Potestates^ juxta leges, et Consuetudines 
predictor Compellandum ad Justitiam faciendam et Adminis* 
trandom. Et etiam non servato Juris Ordine, seu velo levato 
sine strepitu ac Figura Judicii sola facti, et rei veritate in- 
specta procedendtim Beosqne, ac Contemptores, ac Juris sea 
Jurisdiccionts prefatt DonUni Regis sue Admiralftotis Bar- 
badOe et aliorum locorum predict^TTtim Yiolatores Usurpatores 
Delinquentes et Contumaciter absentes, Naucleros Marinarios, 
Remiges Fiscatore^ Naupegos, et alios Operarios, et expertos 
quoscunqve res Nauticas exercentes quascunque tam iuxta et 
secundum dictos Leges civiles, et maritimas, et Consuetudines 
et Ordinactones predictor et eorum Demerita quam juxta 
l^es et secundum Statuta et Ordinactones supradictt Domini 
nostri Regis et Regnt sui Angliaa pr^dictcv in ea parte edita 
et provisa, Ac Potestate nobis in hac parte concessa Mulc- 
tandum Corrigendum Puniendum Castigandum et Ref ormandum 

1 Sie: dependentiftttt. • Sk: PoleBtale. 
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ac in quibuscunque Carceribus infra Insulam Barbadt5e, et alia 
loca predicta et loca maritima eoru;iclem vel eartmi ^ cuilibet 
adjacentia ac existentta Incarceranditm et Incarcerari facien- 
Aum et mandandum IncarceratoBqud quoscunqu^ in ea parte 
qui deliberandi fuerint, deliberandum, et penitus ezonerandfcm 
et exonerari faciendum et mandandum. 

Fluminaque publica, Portus, Rivosqti^ et Aquas dulces et 
Crecas quascunque infra Jurisdiccioitem maritimam jpredictam 
ubicunqu^ locortim in predicta Insula Barbad5e, et aliis locis 
•predictiSj et partibus Maritimis eorundem et eortim cuilibet 
adjacentii^ quibuscunque existentui pro Conservactoite tarn 
Classis Regiao Majestativ, et Classium et Navigiorum Regnorum 
et Domtniorumy suorum, quam Piscium in iisdem Fluminibus 
et locis predicts crescentmm quorumcunque. 

Nee non Ordinaciones, et Statuta prefatt Dommi nostn Regis, 
et Regni sui Anglisd prcsdictcB quecunque in ea parte edita et 
provisa juxta, et secundum potestatem nobis in ea parte facto;?! 
in dicta Insula BarbadSe et aliis Insulis, Coloniis et Plantati- 
onibus predictti9,et partibus maritimis et Insularibus eorundem* 
et earum cuilibet adjacenti&u« quibuscunque conservandum et 
exequi, et conservari faciendum et mandandum OiTmiaque et 
singula alia faciendum exercendum expediendum et exequen- 
dum in premissis, et eorum quolibet, prOut de jure, vel secun- 
dum Leges, Statuta et Ordinactoraes predictor f uerint f acienda. 

Ac insuper Retia nimis stricta, et alia Ingenia, sive Instru- 
menta quecunque illicita circa preiisione[m] piscium ubicunque 
locorum per Mare, aut Flumina publica, Portiki, Rivos, Aquas 
dulces, sen Crecas per predictam Insulam BarbadSe et alios 
locos predictoe, et partes maritimas, eorundem, vel eisdem' 
cuilibet adjacentea quascunque infra Jurisdiccibnem predictam 
ubicunque locorum per aquam occupata seu exerci/a^ ac exer- 
citatoree sive occupatoree earum^ juxta dicta Statuta et Ordi- 
naciones prefatt Domtni nostn Regis et Regni sui Anglie 
predicte in Contrarmm edita et provisa puniendum corrigen- 

^ Sie: eorum. * Sie: eanindem. * Sic: eonnn. 
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dum et reformandum Sententiasqti^ et Decreta quecunqti6 
Fulminandum Promulgandttm et Interponeiidtii» eosqu^ ^ Exe- 
cucumi Demandandifflt cum Cognicioiie et Jurisdiccione qua- 
romcunqii^ aliarom Causarum civilium et Maritimarum, que 
sunt maris^ vel maris pertransitum^ sive passagium^ aut Iter 
Navale, sive Yiagium Maritimtim vel Jurisdiccioiiem Maritt- 
mam supradictam, seu loca, vel limites Admiralitotis pr^f at(B 
Dondni nostri Begis antedicti ad ' Cognictbnem pr^ictom ac 
alia quecunqtie expedita vel expedienda quovismodo con- 
cemunt seu respiciunt Etiam cum potestate, ad procedendum 
in eisdem iuxta leges civiles, et Maritimas^ et Consuetudines 
in Curia pr^cta receptor, et usitato^, tam ex officio mero^ 
mixto et promote quom ad alicujus partis Instantiam prOut 
Casus exigit/ et expediens visum fuerit. 

Etiam cum Cognicione et Decisione de Wrecco Maris 
magno seu parvo, ac de Morte, Submersione^ et Yisu Corpo- 
Tum mortuor»m quarumcunqt^ personartim in Mare, vel 
Fluminibus publicis, Portubus, Aquis dulcibus, seu Crecis 
quibuscunqi/e infra Fluxum et Refluxum Maris et AquaB ad 
plenitudinem [per] predictom Insulam BarbadOe, et alios locos 
pr^ictos et partes maritimas earundem et earum < alicui adja- 
centes quascunqu^, vel alibi infra Jurisdiccionem predictom 
qosAitercxmque interf ectarum sive submersortiiTi aut Interfici- 
endan^m, seu submergendanim, sive Murderatarum vel Mur* 
derandartim, aut aliquo alio modo ad mortem devenientttim 
Nee non unacum Custodia, et Conservactone Statutorum hujus 
Begni Anglie de Wrecco maris, et de officio Coronatori^ annis 
Tercio et Quarto Edwardi primi Atque Statutt de bonis spoliatis 
super Mare &c* Anno Y icessimo Septimo Edwardi 3^ Quon- 
dam Begum Anglie, respective editortim et provisa.<^ 

Ac unacum Cognicione de Mahemio in locis predicti!^ infra 
Jurisdiccionem, ac Fluxum et Befluxum Maris et Aquad 
ibidem contingente Cum Potestate etilam Puniendt Delin- 

1 Sic: eaqtitf. * Sie: et * Sic: ezigei, 

4 Sie: eomndem et eoninu * Sic: proriaoranu 
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quentes in ea parte quoscunqtie juxta Juris exigentiam, et 
Consuetudinem Curiao Principalis Admiralttotis predicts, 
cceteraque omnia et singula qum in Premissis tantum et circa 
ea necessaria fuerint, seu quomodolibet opportuna, juxta et 
secundum leges civiles et maritimas, ac Statuta et Ordina- 
Clones predictor, atque Stylum morem et Consuetudinem 
CuriaB Principalis? predicti Domini nostri Regsis susd Admirolt- 
fotis BarbadOe, et aliorum locortim pr^ctortem, et secundum 
Tenorem Utteraxixm Patentitim prefatt Domini nostri Regis 
nobis inde concessanem; Quatenus Vice Admiralli officium 
concemunt et non aliter (Quartmi quidem IdtterMum Paten- 
tmm Copia prasentibus est Annexa) faciendum exercendum et 
exequendum Tibi de Cujus Fidelitate et Circumspectione Indus- 
tria plurimum in hac parte confidimus, Vices et Authoritates 
nostras in dicta Insula Barbadoe et in aliis Insulis Coloniis 
et Plantactbnibus pr^ictis et partibus Maritimis et Insulari^ 
bus corundum et eorum ^ cuiltb^t adjacenti^ quibuscunqtie. 

Atque etiam per omnia et singula Littora Maris, Flumina 
publica^ Portiki, Rivos, Aquas dulces^ Crecas et brachia tam 
Maris quam Fluminum^ et Costeras quascunqu^ ejusdem 
InsulaB Barbadoe et aliorum locorum predictorum et partium 
Maritimarum et Insularium earund^m et eanim > cuilibet adja^^ 
centium quarumcunqt^^ infra Libertates et Franchesias ac extra 
Committimus p^r prasentes ac Concedimus cum Potestate alium 
vel alios Deputatum sive Deputatos quoties tibi expediens 
visum fuerit loco tuo in premissis Deputandi et Surrogandi. 

Ac etiam cum potestate quoscunque Officiarios et Ministros 
pro dicto Officio et Exercitio ejusdem in dicta Insula Barbadoe 
et in aliis locis pr^ct», et partibus maritimis et Insulari^ 
eorundem et eorum cuilibet tuAjsycentibus quibuscunqtie sub Te 
necessariosy idon^9 et opportunos (Judice Registrario et 
Mareschallo semper exceptis) de tempore in tempus nomi- 
nandi preficiendi ordinandi assignandi et constituendi. Salvo 
semper Jure nostro Supremsd Admirak'to^i^ dicte Insula Bar- 

^ Sie: earandtfiii et eanim. * Sic: wrtmdem et eortiM. 
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badOe, et aliartim hmxiarum Coloniarum et Flantationiim 
predictorum cui in aliquo Derogar^ Nolumus per -presenteB, 
Et salvo Jure Cujuscunque Ledendi et Gravandt per aliquam 
Sententiam Definitivam sive Decretum interlocutomm in 
Curia Admiralitotis predicts. Ad nos vel no^^rum Locum 
Tenentem Commissaritim Generalem vel speciaJem per Nos 
constitutiim vel constituendum Appellandi. Teque pref atum 
Gulielmum Baronem Willoughby^ Vice Admirallum Com* 
missarium* et Deputatum no^frum in officio Vice Admirak'totis 
in, ac per totam Insulam Barbadtfe et alias Insulas^ Colonias 
et Plantactones predictor, ac partes Maritimas et Insularev 
eartfitdem, et eartfm cuiltbet adjacentes quascunqne. 

Necnon una cum ommbus et singulis Feodis, proficuis, 
Advantagiis, Emolumentis, Commoditatibu^ et pertinentibM 
quibuscunque eidem officio Vice Admiralli, Commissarii, vel 
Deputati in dicta Insula BarbadOe et aliis locis predicti^, et 
partibus maritimis et Insulari^ eorundem et eorum cuilibet 
adjacenti&tM quibuscunqua, juxta Ordinaciones et Statuta dictcB 
CurisB Principals Domim no^ Regis susd Admiraltitotis Angliao 
debittSy et spectan^t&tf^ Ordinamus preficimus et Deputamus 
per pre^entes ad nostrum tantum^Ttodo bene Placitum duraturM. 

Proviso tamen semper, et sub hac Lege et Condicione 
Quod si tu prefatu^ Gulielmus Baro Willoughby Nos seu 
Locum Tenentem no^^rum et Commissarium nostrum Ctene- 
ralem vel specialem per Nos Constituttim vel Constituendum de 
omni eo quod de tempore in tempus Yigore presentium 
Feceris, executus fueris Colligeris aut receperis in premissis 
vel premissort/m aliquo Annuatim videlicet in Fine cujuslibet 
Anni inter Festa Saneti Michaels Archangel! et Chnnium 
Sanctorum aut eo drciter et quanto citius per loci distantiam, 
et Maris et Yentorum Incertitudinem commode fieri poterit, 
Cum ploeno tuo super inde Computo sub Authentica Forma £a- 
ciendo et Sigillo Officii predicti in Custodia tua remanente Sigil- 
lando debits non Certificavens et Certiorem reddi Feceris cum 
effectu^Eztunc et post Defaltam in ea parte hnjusmodi lAttere 
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nostre TeAentes de officio Vice Admiralttotis tibi ut pr^ertur 
ooncessad vacuao et irritaB enint, nuUiusqu^ roboris^ aut effectiki. 

Mandantes Insuper ez parte Serenissimi Damim Regis et 
ejus Authoritate per Celaitudinem suam nobis in premissis 
circa'debitam Execucibnem eorund^m Concessa: — Omnibus et 
Singulis Proceribus, Justitiariis, Majoribus, Yice-Comitibus^ 
Capetaneis, Senescallis, Ballivis et Custodibus Gaolanim et 
Carcerum ipsius Domini Regis quorvmcunque vel Constabula- 
liis oeterisqu^ Ministris et Fidelibus Subditis et Legeis suis 
quibuscunque et eorum cuiKbet tarn infra Lib^tates et Fran- 
chesias quam extra Quod Tibi Deputato Tuo cuicunqti6 
aliisqu6 officiariis ejusdem Domini nostn Regt9 sue Admirali- 
totiS; in dicta Insula BarbadOe, et aliis locis predicts, et par- 
ibus Maritimis et Insularibus, earund^m et eanem^ Cuilibd; 
Adjacenti&u« quibuscunqti^ per te assignatii^ sive assignandi^ 
circa execuctbitem premissonem et eorum Cujuslibet Inten- 
dentes, Faventes, Auxiliante^^ parentes et pariter obedientes 
sint in omnibus prout decet^ sub poenll Contemptiki li^fera- 
rum Patentium Ipsius Domtni Regis, et Regie sue Majestatis, 
ac premissonim omnium et singulon/m Nobis per easdem 
lAtterM Patentes factorum et concessoram ac periculo Incum- 
hente. Dabantur apud Whitehall sub Sigillo nostto Ad- 
xniralttotis, Anchoram Representante quo in hac parte utimur^ 
Yicessimo sexto die Januarii Anno Domtni Millessimo Sexcen- 
tessimo Sexagesimo Sexto Annoqu^ Regni Serenissimi Domtni 
nostii Carb&' Secundi Dei Gratia Magnsd Britannisd, Franciad 
et Hib^misB Regis Fidei Def ensor£s &c^ Decimo Octavo.^ 

By Command of his Ro^all JAMES 

Highnesse. 

William Coyentbt 
Ex*. 

' Public Becard Office, Cohnial Office, dm 29, No. 1, 

pp. 88-98. 

^ Sie: eonmdtfm et eonini. 

* A tramlatbn of this CommiaBioii will be found in the Appendix, pp. 857- 
868| jHMt. 



JOSEPH DUDLEY'S COMMISSION 



AS 



VICE-ADMIRAL OP THE COLONY OP NEW ENGLAND 



18 NOYEMBBB, 1685 



^atofftt^ Ji€tmiim0 fiDei 4Sitati& ^ttglto Jttotist frantiar 
et ^txnm fitx fitiet &Defettj(or l-t. 

Cum officiom Domtni Magni Admiralli Novaa Anglis 
alioramque Locoram Maritimoram ante hac per Serenissimum 

13 Noremb B^em Catolum Secundum fratrem nostrum prss- 
lKo?"i? jS!: chariasimum per Utteras suas patentes Sub magno 
•eph Dadiey to Sigillo Anglifld Nobis concessum adhuc in persona 
th7^oU)^"«f nostra, Begi& ex diversis Causis nos in ea parte 
Hew England. Sp^ciali^ movenli^ Bemanet, Dilecto Nobis 
^tt^tflfytt WllSAtff Armigero Salutem^ ad Cognoscendum et 
procedendum in quibuscunqi/^ Causis Civilibus et Maritimis 
atque Quffirelis Contractibus, Delictis sen quasi Delictis Crim- 
inibus placitis Debitis Excambiis, Computis, UtteiiQ partitis^ 
Gonventionibus Litibus Transgressionibus Injuriis Extortioni* 
bus Demandis ac Negotiis Civilibus Maritimis Motis seu mo- 
Yendia quibuscunqu^ inter Mercatores aut inter Domtnos et 
Proprietarios Naviw?! et caaterorum vasonim et mercatores 
seu alios quoscunqu^ cum eisdem DoTmnis et Proprietariis 
NaviwTi et csBteron^m vasorum quorumcunqu^ infra Jur»c7ic- 
cionem Admiralitatis nostraB ColoniaB nostra de Nova Anglia 
et partium Maritimarum eidem adjacentium id est a Novo 
Eboraco et Insula Longa in partes Australes et Australes 
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Occidentales usque ad quadrigenos ^ Gradus Latitudinis Bore- 
alls Occupatortim yel usitatorum seu inter quascunque alias 
personasy &c. 

Yid. The rest of this Commission in the Old 

parchment Book of Barbados pag. 88 being totidem 

verbis with my « Willoughby*s Commission of Vice 

Adm*^ there entred.* 

Public Record Office^ Colonial Office^ Class 6y Volume 



904ypp. 266-267. 

^ Sic: qnadraginta. 

* <<Lord *' omitted by mistake. 

* See pp. 187-108, ante. A tranaUtion of thia Commiaaion will be found in 
the Appendix, p. 869,|KMf. 



Sm EDMUND ANDEOS'S FIRST 

COMMISSION 



AS 



VICE-ADMIRAL OF NEW ENGLAND 



1686 



^attiSmfi Jtttmdmfi JPei Gratia Stti^Ite Jttttix ftan^ 

Cum officium Domini Magni Admiralli Nova Anglias, 
aliorumque Looorum Maritimorum ante hac per Serenissimum 
laa, Begem Carolum Secundum Fratrem noa^ram pr». 
CommiMioiifbr charissiixium per Idtteras suas patentee sub magno 
&w^ ui^^ Sigillo Anglisd nobis ooncessum adhuc in persona 
Adm!^ of New no^Ara Begia ex diversis Causis nos in ea parte 
^^'■***°^ sp^cialiter moventibus, Remanet Dilecto nobis 

dimunlHI 3lltlIn:Q]f Milti^ Salutem^ Ad Cognosoendum et Pro- 
cedend2<m in quibuscunqi^ Causis Ciyilibus & maritimis 
atque Querelis Contractibus^ Delictis, sen quasi Delictis^ 
Criminibus, Flacitis Debitis, Excambiis, Computis, Literis 
partitis^ Conyentionibus, Litibus Transgressionibus, Injuriis, 
ExtortionibuSy Demandis ac Negotiis Civilibus et Maritimis 
motis seu movendis quibuscunqM inter mercatores aut inter 
Dommos et Proprietarios Navium et Casterorum vasortim et 
mercatores, seu alios quoscunqtie cum iisdem Dommis et 
Proprietariis Naviimi et csaterorum yasonim quorumcunqt<^ 
infra Jurisdictionem Admiralitatis jiostrBd ColonisB nostred de 
Nova Anglia et partium Haritimarum eidem adjacentium, 
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id est a limitibus Jurisdictionis Vice Admiralitatis nastMd 
de Novo Eboraco usque ad Limites de Nova Scotia & Can- 
ada occupatonim vel iisitatorum seu inter quascunqtie alias 
PersonaSy &c. 

Yid. The rest of this Commission in y* old 
Parchm* Book of Barbados pag. 88 being totidem 
verbis with my L"^ Willoughbj's Commission of 
vice Adm*^ there Entred.^ 

PubHe Record Office^ Cobtdal Office^ Class 5^ Volume 

904, pp. S16-317. 

1 Bee pp. lS7-198y anU. 



SIR EDMUND ANDROS'S SECOND 

COMMISSION 



AS 



VICE-ADMIRAL OF NEW ENGLAND 



80 April, 1688 



$^atobUjf ^ecttntatjS( SDei ipratta ^ttjjlia J^cottar fnmcto 
et i^il&entta? Iftejc fines SOefetus^or l^c 

Cum officium Domtm Magni Admiralli ante hac per Sere- 
nissimtim Regem Carolum Secundum Fratrem nostrum prsd- 
80- Apriu 1688 charissimum per liZteras suaa patentee sub magno 
GommiMioii Sigillo AugUfld uobls Coucessum adhuc in persona 
toftoblr^ no«<ra Begia ex diversis Causis nos in ea partQ 
AdmirmUof Specialiter moyentibus remanet, Dilecto Nobis 
Hew EogUnd. ^jum|„j|0 ^tlbnuST milt^i Salutem, Ad cognos- 
oendtim et procedendum in quibuscunqtie Causis Civilibus et 
maritimis atque Querelis, Contractibus, Delictis seu quasi 
Delictis^ Criminibus, Placitis, Debitis Excambiis, Computis^ 
literis partitis, Conyentionibus, Litibus Transgressionibus In* 
juriis, Extortionibus, Demandis ac negotiis Civilibus et mari- 
timis motis seu movendis quibuscunque inter mercatores, aut 
inter Domtnos et Proprietarios navium et csBterorum vasortim et 
mercatores, seu alios quoscunque, cum eisdem Dommis et pro- 
prietariis Navium et csdterortim vasorum quo[rum]cunque infra 
Jurisdiction^m Admirali[ta]tis no«frsB Coloniarum nostrarum^ 
Sinus de Massachusets et novsd PlymuthsB, Provinciarum 
Nostrarum de nova Hantonia et Main^ Begionis no^rso de 
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Narraganset sive Provincisd nostrsd Novi Eboraci et Cadsaresd 
Orientalis & occidentalis et totius Tractus TerrsB Circuitus 
Continentis Pradcinctuum et Limitum in America existen^ii^m 
in Latitudine a quadrigenis ^ gradubus Latitudinis Borealis, a 
linea j^quinoctiali usque ad fluvium Sanctaa Crucis versus 
Orientalem et abinde directe versus Borealem uaque ad Flu- 
vium de Canada ; et in Longitudine per totam Latitudinem 
-predidam in et per Continentem a man et oceano Atlantico 
sive Occidentali versus Orientalem usque ad mare australe 
versus Occidentalem una cum omnibus Insulis, Maribus^ 
Fluviis, Aquis, Juribus, membris et Pertinentiis quibuscun- 
que Eisdem Spectantibus (Provincia no^^ra de Pensilvania et 
Begione no^ra de Delaware Solummodo Exceptis) Nomin- 
andorum et cognoscendorum prout antea nomine et Titulo 
Territorii et Dominii de nova Anglia in America, occupatorum 
vel usitatortim, seu inter Quascunqt^^ alia[s] personas, habitis 
factis, initis sive contractis pro aliqua re, materia, causa vel 
Negotio seu injuria quacunque tam in super vel per Mare 
aut Flumina publica, seu Aquas Dulces, Portus, Rivos seu 
Crecas et loca superinundata qusBcunque infra fluxum et 
refluxum Maris et AqusB ad plenitudinem vel super Litora 
seu Bipas quascunque eisdem vel eorum alicui adjacen/ta a 
quibuscunqt^^ primis Pontibus versus Mare -per Coloniam 
nostrum Novsd Anglisd et partes pr^dib^o^ respective, vel alibi 
ultra mare vel in partibus ultramarinis quibuscunqt/^ expe- 
ditis vel expediendii? unacum omnibus et singulis suis inci- 
dents^ emergen^i^ dependent!^ annexis et connexis 
causis quibuscunque ubicunque seu qualitercunque hujusmodi 
Caussd et Querelsd Contractus et alia prsmissa supradicta vel 
eorum aliquod oriri, celebrari, contrahi vel fieri contingat, 
Juxta Leges Civiles et maritimas ac Consuetudines receptas 
in Curia principali Admiralitatis nostra Coloni® de Nova 
Anglia et partium predictarum et ean^m cujuslibet audiendu^n 
et terminandum ac insuper &c. Dabantur in Palacio no^o 
de Alba Aula sub Sigillo Nostro Admirali[ta]tis Anchoram rep- 

^ Sie: qoAdraginta. 
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resentante (quo in hac parte utimur) Tricesimo die Aprilia 
Anno 'Ei^fni nostii Quarto Annoqti6 Domini 1688. 

J. B. ^ Ad Mandatum SeTemasirm Dommi Regis 

S. PEPYS. 

Yid. The rest of this Commission in the old 

parchm^ Book of Barbados pag. 88. being totidem 

Verbis with my L** Willoughby's Commission of 

Vice Adm"^ there Entred.« 

Public Record Office^ CoUmiai Office^ Cflaas 5, Vahme 



904y pp. 406-406. 

1 Sie: but the letton doubtless belong to the next entry. 
* See pp. 187-198, anie. A trftnBlation of thia Commiadon will be found in 
the Appendix, pp. f^Q-^l^poiL 



Sm WILLIAM PHIPS'S COMMISSION 



AS 



VICE-ADMIRAL OP THE PROVINCE OP THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAY 



29 DsCEliBEB, 1691 



LITERiE PATENTES GULTELMO PHIPS MILITI PRO OFFICIO 

VICE-ADMIBALITATIS PROVINCIiB ET TERRITORn DE 

MASSACHUSETS-fiAT IN NOVl ANGUl CONCESS^ 

<BuIteImtijf 1^ a^rta SDei ^Bratia ^nglta j&totue f ran^ 
cts ^ l^il^entta Ifiejc tt Ifiegina fitiet SOefensorejsr |^c« Di- 

lecto Nobis Gulielmo Phips Militi salutem. 

Ad cognoscendum et procedendum in quibuscunqt^ Causis 
ciyilibus et maritimis atque querelis oontractibus, delictis seu 
quasi delictis criminibus placitis debitis^ excambiis computis 
Cbartis partitis oonyentionibus Utibus transgressionibus^ inju- 
riis extortionibus et demandis ac Negotiis civilibus et mari- 
timis motis seu movendis quibuscunque inter Mercatores aut 
inter Dominos et Proprte/arios Navium & aliorum Vasorum 
et Mercatores seu alios quoscunqt^e cum eisdem Dominis et 
Proprtetoriis navium et ceterorum vasorum quorumcunque 
infra Jurisdictionem maritimam Admiralitatis nostraa Pro- 
vincisd et Territorii nostrorum de Massachusets bay in nov& 
AngM occupatorum vel usitatorum seu inter quascunqu^ 
alias personas qualitercunque habitis factis initis seu con- 
tractis pro aliqua re materid. Causa vel Negotio seu injuriH 
quacunque infra JxmRdictionem nostram maritimam prsddic- 
tam ezpeditis seu ezpediendis unacum omnibus et singulis 
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suis incidentibus emergentibus dependentibus annexis et 
coimexiB Causis quibuscunque ubicunque seu qualitercunqua 
huffusmodi Causaa Querdsd contractus ac alia premissa supra- 
dicta vel eorum aliquod oriri celebrari, contrabi vel fieri 
contingat juxta Jura, Statuta, Ordinationes, Leges et Consue- 
tudines ab antiquo observatos ^ audiendum & tenninandum ac 
insnper in omnibus et singulis Querelis, Contractibus conven- 
tionibus ac Causis et Negotiis civilibus et maritimis ultra 
Mare perficiendis ultrave Mare contractis qualitercunque 
emergentibus seu contingentibus ac etiam in ceteris causis et 
materiis omnibus et singulis qusB Jurisdictionem maritimam 
Admiralitatis nostrsa predicto in dictis ProyinciH et Territorio 
nostris de Massachusets bay predicto, et partibus maritimis 
eorundem et eisdem adjacentibus quibuscunque quovismodo 
tangunt seu aliquo modo concemunt vel ab Antiquo pertinere 
debuerunt aut debent. Et generaliter in omnibus et singulis 
aliis Causis Litibus, Criminibus, delictis excessubus, injuriis 
Querelisy maleficiis seu quasi maleficiis, transgressionibus, 
Begratariis forstallariis et Negotiis maritimis quibuscunque 
per Loca predicta infra Jurisdictionem maritimam Admiralita- 
tis no^rffi ProyincisB et Territorii nostrorum de Massachusets- 
bay predict per Mare vel Aquam aut Bipas seu Littora 
eorundem qualitercunqve factis, commissis, perpetratis aut 
emergentibus Necnon ad inquirendum -per Sacramentum pro- 
borum et legalium hominum de dictis Provincia et Territorio 
nostris de Massachusets bay predtcto et partibus maritimis 
eorundem et eisdem adjacentibus quibuscunque tam infra 
Libertates et £Erancbesias quam extra ubilibet commorantium 
tam de omnibus & singulis quad de jure, Statutis, Legibus, 
ordinationibus, et consuetudinibw ab Antiquo observatis 
inquiri solent, vel deberent quam de Wrecco maris ac de 
omnibus et singulis bonis & Catallis quorumcunque prodito- 
rum, Firatarum, Homicidarum, et felonum qualitercunque 
infra Juris^ltc^nem maritimam Admiralitatis Nostras Pro^ 

^ Sie: obflervata. 
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vinciad & Territorii no^^rum et Massachusets bay predtcto 
delinquentium ac de bonis debitis et catallis omnium et sin- 
gulorum eorum manutenentium, accessariommy consulentium 
auxiliantium yel assistentium quorumcunque atque etiam de 
bonis debitis et catallis quarumcunqye personarum^ felonum 
de se, et cujnslibet personsd felonis de se infra Jurisdictionem 
nostram maritimam prsBdictam quovismodo, sea qualiter- 
cunqtt^ ad mortem devenien^u^m ubicunque bona debita et 
catalla hujusmodi aut aliqua parcella eorundem per Mare 
Aquam vel Terram in dictis Provincift & Territorio nostris de 
Massachusets bay predicto et partibus maritimis eorundem et 
eisdem adjacentibus quibuscunqu^ tam infra Liber^ates et 
Franchesias quam extra fuerint inventa seu invenienda 
forisfacta seu forisfacienda vel existentia qusBcunqt^^ Et 
etiam de bonis debitis et catallis quarumcunqu^ aliarum p«r- 
Bonarum felonum de se, et cujuslibet alterius person® felonis de 
se infra Jurisdictionem nostram maritimam prsedictam reper- 
tis, seu reperiendis contingentibus quibuscunqiie Et prsdterea 
tam de bonis, debitis et Catallis quorumcunqti^ aliorum prodi* 
torum Felonum Homicidarum ubicunque locorum delinquen- 
tium ac de bonis debitis et catallis eorum manutenentium 
accessariorum consulentium auxiliantium vel assistentium 
quam de bonis debitis et catallis quorumcunqtie fugitivorum 
convictorum, attinctorum, damnatorum, utlegatorum yel in 
exigendo ^ pro proditione f elonid. Homicidio vel murdro, seu 
aliquo alio quocunque Offenso aut Delicto qualitercun^j^M 
posito sive ponendo^ ac etiam de bonis waviatis, flotzon, Jetzon, 
Lagon Shares Thesauro invento seu inyeniendo Deodandis ac 
de bonis quorumcunque aliorum pro Derelictis habitis yd 
habendis, seu casu fortuito repertis aut reperiendis vel quali* 
tercunque debitis seu debendis ac de omnibus aliis casualibus 
tam in super vel per Mare Littoraque Crecas aut Costeras 
Maris vel partes maritimas quam in super vel per Aquas 
dulces, PortuSy fluminia' publica, Bivos, seu Crecas aut Loca 
superinundata qusdcunqt^e infra fluxum et refluxum Mans, 

^ Sic: exigendam. * Sk: positoram siye poneudorom. * Sic: flamina. 
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Ben Aquffi ad plentitudinem aut super Littora vel Ripas 
alicujus eorundem infra jurisdictionem nostram maritimam 
prsBdictam qualitercunque quandocunqu^ vel quomodocunqt/e 
emergentibuSyOontingentibus sive provenientibus quibuscunqt^ 
vel ubicunque bona, debito et catalla hujusmodi aut csBtera pr^. 
missa vel aliqua parcella eorundem infra jurisdictionem noa^ram 
maritimam prsBdictam reperiantur aut inveniri seu reperiri 
contigerint Ac insuper de Anchoragiis et Lastagiis seu arenos^ 
Navium oneratione, et de Piscibus regalibus viz^ Sturgeonibuis, 
BalleniSy Cetis Porpesiis Dolphinis Riggis et Graspiciis^ et Gen- 
eraliter de caeteris Piscibus quibuscunqt^e magnam sive ingen- 
tem crassidutinem 1 sive pinguedinem in se habentibus, ab 
antiquo de jure vel consuetudine ad Nos quovismodo p^inen- 
tibus aut Bpectsaitibua seu aliquo modo consuetis Eademqt^e 
Wreccum Maris ac bona debita et Catalla, ac caBtera premissa 
omnia et singula unacum omnibus et omnimodis finibus, 
mulctis exitibus forisfacturis, amerciamentis, redemptionibus 
et recognitionibus quibuscunque forisfactis seu f orisf aciendi^ 
et pcenis pecuniariis pro transgressionibus delictis injuriis, 
extortionibus, contemptibus, ac aliis maleficiis quibuscunque 
vel pro aliqua Re, materia seu causd. quacunque impositis vel 
inflictis imponendis vel infligendis qualitercunque in dictis 
Provincia et Territorio nostris de Massachusets bay prsddibto 
et partibus maritimis eorundem et eisdem adjacentibus quibus- 
cunque in aUquE Curift Admiralitatis nostras ibidem tentS, seu 
tenend^ presentatis seu presentandis assidendis afferendis f or- 
isfaciendis seu adjudicandis ac etiam unacum Amerciamentis 
exitibus, finibus perquisitis Mulctis et poenis pecuniariis qui- 
buscunque ac forisfacturis quarumcunque Recognitionum 
coram vobis ve^frove Locumtenente Deputato vel Deputatis 
in dictis Provincia et Territorio Nostris de Massachusets bay 
praedibto et partibus maritimis eorundem et eisdem adjacen- 
tibus quibuscunqt^ audiendis et terminandis aasignatis seu 
assignandis contingentibus seu impositis aut imponendis vel 
infligendis seu aliquo modo assidendis afferendis forisfaci- 

^ Sic : orassitadineiii. 
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endis seu adjudicandis aut aliquo modo occasione premisso- 
rum Nobis, yel hsdredibus, sen successoribos Nostris in ea 
parte qualitercunqti^ debitis sive debendis qxiibuscunqw 
petendum exigendum leyandum capiendum colligendum re- 
cipiendum et obtinendum ac ad usum no^^rum et officii 
Magni Admiralli nostii Anglisd prsBdicft' pro tempore existentis 
custodiendum, et conservandum. Ac ineniper recognitiones 
Cautionea Obligationes & Stipulationes quascunqt^ tam ad 
usum nostrum quam ad quarumcunqti^ partium instantiam 
pro conventionibu^.seu debitis ac aliis Causis quibuscunqud 
capiendum Easqua executioni ponendum et exequi faciendum 
& mandandum Necnon Naves personas res bona, merces et 
mercimonia qusecunqu^ pro prsBmissis et eorum quolibet ac 
aliis Causis quibuscunqu^ ea concementibus ubicunque Loco* 
rum p^ dicta Provinciam et Territorium nostra de Massa- 
chusets bay predtcto ac partes maritimas eorundem et eisdem 
adjacentes quascunque infra Libertates et fEranchesias vel 
extra f uerint inventa seu reperta Atqu^ etiam pro aliis con- 
yentionibus, Causis seu Debitis quibuscunqti^ qualitercunqutf 
contractis siye emergentibus dummodo bona seu persones 
debitorum reperiantur infra Juris^<M>9iem nostrejn predictam 
juxta Leges Civiles et maritimas et consuetudin«9 ab Antique 
usitatas realiter arrestandum et arrestari faciendum, et man- 
dandum Ipsasque cum suis emergentibus dependentibus inci- 
dentibus annexis et connexis Causis et Negotiis quibuscunqutf 
unacum ceteris Causis civilibus et maritimis atque Querelis 
contractibus et aliis premissis omnibus et singulb quibuscun- 
que superius respe^^Ve expressis juxta Leges et Consuetudines 
predict ac aliis Viis, modis et mediis legitimis quibus melius 
sciveris, aut poteris, audiendum examin&ndiim discutiendum 
et fine debito terminandum ac personas quascunque in ea 
parte prout casus exiget comparere et respondere cum cujus- 
libet coertionis temporalis alteriusque pcene et mulcte potes- 
tate juxta Leges et Consuetudines jpredictas compellendum et 
justitiam faciendum et ministrandum etiam Juris ordine 
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servato sen yelo levato sine strepitu et ficnira judicii sola 
&cti et rei veritate inspecta proJendum. Beos^t.. et Con- 
temptores ac Juris seu Juris[dictio]nis Admiralitatis Nostras 
predictaa violatores Usiirpatores Delinquentes et contumaciter 
absentes Nauderos Marinarios Bemiges Piscatores Naupegos 
et alios Operarios et Expertos quoscunqM res nauticas quas- 
cuiiqu6 exercentes juxta jura, Statuta^ Leges, Ordinationes et 
Consuetudines ab antiquo observatas mulctandum, corrigen- 
dum, puniendum^ castigandum et ref onnandum ac in quibus- 
cunque Carceribus infra Provinciam et Territorium no^^os ' 
de Massachusets bay predie^o existentibus incarcerandum et 
incarcerari faciendum et mandandum Incarceratosqu^ quos- 
cunque in ea p^rte qui deliberandi fuerint deliberandum et 
penitus exonerandum et exonerari faciendum et mandandum 
fluminaque publica, portus, Riyos et aquas dulces ac Crecas 
quecunqti6 infra jurisdictionem nostram maritimam predic* 
tarn ubicunque Locorum in dictis Provincia et Territorio 
nastna de Massachusets bay prediJsto et partibus maritimis 
eorundem et eisdem adjacentibus quibuscunqi^e existimt pro 
conservatione tam classis nostras quam Classium et Navigio- 
rum Begnorum et Dominiortim Nostrorum predictorum quam 
Piscium in eisdem fluminibus et locis predtb^ crescentium 
quorumcunque Necnon Jura, Statuta, Leges, Ordinationes 
et Consuetudines ab antiquo observata in dictis Provincia 
et Territorio nostris de Massachusets bay predic/o et par^ 
tibus maritimis eorundem et eisdem adjacentibus quibus- 
canque conservandum et exequi et conservari faciendum 
Onmiaque et singula alia faciendum exercendum expedien- 
dum et exequendum in prraiissis et eorum quolibet prout de 
jure et secundum Leges et Statuta Ordinationes et Consuetu* 
dines predtcto fuerint facienda Ac insuper Betia nimis 
stricta ac alia Ingenia sive Instrumenta quecunqu6 illicita 
circa prensionem Piscium ubicunque locorum per mare aut 
flumina publica, Portus, Bivos, aquas dulces seu Crecas 
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quecunqu^ per Provinciam et Territorium nostros ^ de Massa- 
chusets bay predit^to et partes maritimas eonmdem et eisdem 
adjacentes quascunqti^ infra JxxnBdictionem no8tra,m -predidam 
ubicun^ Locorum per Aquam occupata sive exercitata ac 
exercitatores et occapatores eorund^m juxta Jura^ Statuta, 
Leges, Ordinationes et Consuetudines predto^a puniendum, 
corrigendum et reformandam Sententiasqti^ et Decrrta que- 
cunqt^e fiQminandum, promulgandom et interponendum 
Eaque executibni demandandum cum cognitione et jurisdic- 
tione quarumcunqti^ aliarum Causarum civilium et mariti- 
marum que sunt maris sen que mare vel maris per Transitum 
sive passagium aut Iter navale sive viagium maritimum vel 
Jnriadieiicmem nostraan maritimam supradictam seu Loca vel 
Limites AdmiraUiatiB Nostr® predic^a^ et cognitionem an^edic- 
tam ac alia quecunque expedita vel expedienda quovismodo 
concemunt seu respiciunt etiam cum potestate procedendi 
in eisdem juxta Jura, Statuta, Leges, Ordinationes ac Con- 
suetudines predic^a ab antiquo usitata tam ex officio mero 
mixto vel promoto quam ad alicujus partis instantiam prout 
casus exiget et expediens visum fuerit £t etiam cum cogni- 
tione et decisione de Wrecco maris magno seu parvo, ac de 
morte submersion^, et visu corporum mortuorum quarum- 
cunque personarum in mare, vel fiuminibus publicis, portubus, 
aquis dulcibus, seu Crecis quibuscunqu^ infra fiuxum maris, 
et Aque ad plenitudinem -per dicta Provinciam, et Territo- 
rium nostros ' de Massachusets bay predscto et partes maritimas 
eorundem et eisdem adjacentes quascunqt^ vel alibi infm 
Juris(fic^u>iiem nostram predtctom qualitercunque interfecta- 
rum sive submersarum aut interficiendarum seu submergen- 
darum sive murderatarum vel murderandarum aut tJiquo 
alio modo ihidem. ad mortem devenientium unacum cognitione 
de Mahemio in locis predictis infra JunBdidionem nostram 
maritimam predtitrtam ac fluxum maris et aque ibidem con- 
tingenti* cum potestate etiam puniendi Delinquentes in ea 

^ Sic: nostra. * Sk: noKia. * Sie: contingente. 
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parte quoscunqv^ juxta juris ezigentiam et Consuetudines 
predictor Casteraque omniai et singula que in premissis tan- 
tum, et circa ea necessaria fuerint, seu quomodolibet oppor- 
tuna juxta et secundum Jura, et Statuta^ Leges^ Ordiilationes 
et Consuetudines predtcto faciendum exercendum expedien- 
dum et exequendum Tibi de cujus Fidelitate et circumspec- 
OomB industria plurimum in hac parte confidimus Vices et 
authoritatem No^^ras in et per Provinciam^ et Terni^omm 
nos^ros^ de Maasachusets bay predic^o'et partes maritimas 
eorundem et eisdem adjacentes quascunqtf^ Atque etiam p^r 
omnia et singula Littora maris Fluminaqu^ publica, Portus^ 
aquas dulces Bivos Crecas et Brachia tarn Maris quam Flu* 
minum et Costeras quecunqt^ dictortim Provincie et Terri- 
torii nostrorum de Massachusets bay predic^o et partium 
maritimarum eorundem et eisdem adjacentmm quarumcun- 
que infra labertates et. fEranchesias ac extra comittimus per 
pr^sentes ac concedimus cum potestate alium vel alios Depu- 
tatum sive Deputatos quoties Tibi expediens visum fuerit 
loco tuo in premissis deputandi et surrogandi et etiam cum 
potestate quoscunqutf alios Officiarios et Ministros pro dicto 
Officio et exercitio ejusdem in dictis Provincia et Territorio 
no^ris de Massachusets bay predit?/o et partibus maritimis 
eorundem et eisdem adjacentibus quibuscimqu^ sub Te neces* 
sarios idoneos et opportunos (Judice Begis^rorio et Mari^- 
callo exceptis) de tempore in tempus nominandi, praficiendi, 
ordinandi, assignandi^ faciendi et constituendi Salvo semper 
Jure Supreme Curie Admiralitatis Nostraa Anglisd necnon 
Judicis et Begi^^rarii ejusdem Curie quibus et eorum alteri 
in aliquo nolimus derogare -per pr^sentes et salvo jure cujus- 
cunqt(6 lesi et gravati per aliquam Sententiam definitivam 
sive Deoretum interlocutorium in Curia Vice Admiralitatis 
Provincie et Territorii nostrorum de Massachusets bay pre- 
dido ferendiim ad Supremam Curiam Admiralitatis Anglie 
predicto^Ti appellandi Teque prefatum <BllIteItntim ^^Vfifi nu- 

^ Sic: nofCnu 
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litem Vice Admirallum Commissarium ac Deptitotum nostrum 
in Officio Vice Admiralitatis in Provincia et Territorio nosiria 
de Massachusets bay predicto et partibus maritimis eorundem 
et eisdem adjacentlbus quibuscunqu^ unacum omnibus et 
singulis feodis proficiis advantagUs emolumentis commo- 
ditatibus et pertinem^tis quibuscunqK^ eidem Officio vice 
Admiralli Commmarii et Deputati in dictis Provincia et 
Tem'torio nostna de Massachusets bay predtc^o et partibus 
maritimis eorundem et eisdem adjacentlbus quibuscunqu^ 
juxta Ordinationes, et Statuta Supreme Curie Admiralitatis 
nostre Anglie predeit^^ debitis et spectantibus ordinamus pre- 
ficimus et deputamus per pr^sentes ad beneplacitum no^rum 
tantummodo duraturum^ Proviso tamen semper et sub hac 
Lege et Conditione qtiod si Tu prefatus Gulielmus Phips Nos 
et Locumtenentem nostrum Supremso Curias Admiralitatis 
nostras Anglias et in dicta Curia et Offibialem principalem 
Commt^^ariumque Generalem et Specialem ac ejusdem Curie 
Presidentem . et Judicem de omni eo quod de tempore in 
tempus vigore pre^^tium feceris et executus fueris collegeris 
aut reciperis' in premissis vel premissorum aliquo annuatim 
(viz^) in fine cujuslibet anni inter Festa Saneti Michaelis 
Archangel! et Omnium Sanctorum cum pleno et fideli Com- 
puto tuo superinde sub authentica forma conficiendo ac 
Sigillo Officii Tlfodri in custodia tua remanenti sigillando 
debite non certificaveris et certiorem reddi feceris cum eSectu 
extunc et post Def altam in ea parte ht(;Wmoefi JAttere nostre 
Patentes de Officio vice Admiralli -predicto Tibi (ut pr^ertur) 
concesse vacue et irrite erunt nulliusque roboris aut eSectus 
Mandantes omnibus et singulis Proceribus Justitiariis ma- 
joribus Vice Comitibus, Gapitaneis, Senescallis, Ballivisy et 
Custodibus Gaolarum et Carcerum noa^rorum quorumcunqu^ 
et Constabulariis ceterisqtia ministris et fidelibus Subditis et 
Ligeis noa^is quibuscunqua et eorum cuilibet tam infra Liber- 
tates et £bt*anchesias quam extra quod Tibi et Deputato tuo 

^ 5tc.- duratttTM. * Sie: reoeperia. 
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cuicunque aliisqii^ oSiciama ejusdem vice-Admiralitatia nostre 
in Provincia et Territorio nostris de Massachusets bay pre- 
dict et partibus maritiiniB eonmdem et eisdem adjacentibus 
quibuscunqti^ p^r Te assignatis seu assignandis circa execu- 
tionem pr^missorum et eorum cujualibet intendentes, faventes, 
auziliantes parentes pariter et obedientes sint in omnibus 
prout decet sub pena Juris et periculo incumbentL 

Dattim Londini in Supr^ma Curia Admircd&atia nostre 
Anglie sub dgillo ejusd^m magno 29°^ die mensis Decembris 
Anno Domini 1691 Begniqti^ no^i tercio.^ 

Boyal Courts of Justice, AdmraUy Regisiry^ Muniment 

Books, Volume 4y PP* 63-67. 

1 A translation of this Ck>mxn]88ion will be found in the Appendix, pp. 872- 
880,|K»f. 



RICHAED, EARL OF BELLOMONT'S 

COMMISSION 



AS 



VICE-ADMIRAL OF THE COLONIES OF THE MASSA- 
CHUSETTS BAY, NEW YORK, AND 
NEW HAMPSHIRE 



10 OOTOBBB, 1698 



LITTERS PATENTES CONCESSiB PRENOBILI £T HONORANDO 
VIRO RICHARDO COMITI DE BELLAMONT 6UBERNAT0RI 
COLONIARDM DE MASSACHUSETTS BAY, NEW YORKE ET 
NEW HAMPSHIRE IN AMERICA ET 6UBERNAT0RI EA- 
RUNDEM C0L0NIAR[71f PRO TEMPORE IBIDEM EXIS- 
TENT/ SUNT EJUSD.&M TENORIS LITTEKARUM 
PATENTI[71f COl^CESSARUM DOMINO GULIELMO 
BEESTON MILITI GUBERNATO^/ INSULA JA- 
MAICiB ET GUBERNATORf EJUSDEM INSULA 
PRO TEMPOiJE EXISTENr/ PRO OFFICIO 
VICE ADMIRALLI IN DICTA IN- 
SULA JAMAICA, SALVIS CLAU- 
6ULIS INFRASCRIPTIS ^ 

1. Predilecto et fideli Nostro Kltd^attlO Cotllitt tie ^^tto^ 
mont Gubematori No^fro Coloniarum no^^rarum de Massa- 

^ The Commission of Sir William Beeston, Governor of Jamaica, dated 
15 September, 1692, is entered in Royal Courts of Justice, Admiralty Registry, 
Muniment Books, Vol. 4, p. 98. It is identical with that of Sir William Phips 
(pp^ 206-216, ante) except as regards the names and date and that against the 
words *' (Judice Registrario et Mariscallo ezceptis) " (p. 213, ante) there is 
written in the margin ^ This daose wu by ord^ of Sir Ch. Hedges y« Judge 
left out in this patent.** 
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chusetts Bay, New Yorke et New Hampshire in America 
necnon Principali Gubematori noatro earundem Coloniarum 
pro tempore ihidem existenU*. 

2. Coloniarum No«£rarum de Masachusetts Bay, New 
Yorke & New Hampshire in America et Territoriorum 
eisdem dependentium. 

3. In dictis Coloniis Nostris de Masachusets Bay, New 
Yorke et New Hampshire in America et Territoriis eisdem 
dependen^i^. 

4. Coloniarum nostraxxim de Masachusets Bay, New Yorke 
et New Hampshire in America et Territoriorum eisdem de- 

5. dictis Coloniis no8tria de Masachusets Bay, New Yorke 
et New Hampshire in America et Territoriis eisdem depen- 
dentibus. 

6. Coloniarum no^frarum de Masachusetts Bay, New 
Yorke et New Hampshire in America et Territoriorum 
eisdem dependentium. 

7. In dictis Coloniis nostnB de Masachusets Bay, New 
Yorke et New Hampshire in America et Territoriis eisdem 
dependen^f^. 

8. In dictis Coloniis nosinB de Masachusets Bay, New 
Yorke et New Hampshire in America et Territoriis eisdem 
dependen<i&t». 

9. In dictis Coloniis nostris de Masachusets Bay, New 
Yorke et New Hampshire in America et Territoriis eisdem 
dependenti^. 

10. per dictas Colonias nostras de Masachusets Bay, New 
Yorke et New Hampshire in America et Territoriis eisdem 
dependen^i&t^. 

11. Infra Colonias nostras de Masachusets Bay, New 
Yorke et New Hampshire in America et Territoria eisdem 
dependenfia. 

12. In dictis Coloniis nostris de Masachusets Bay, New 
Yorke et New Hampshire in America et Territoriis eisdem 
dependenti^. 
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13. In dictis Coloniis nostriB de Masachusets Bay, New 
Yorke et New Hampshire in America et Territoriis eisdem 
dependenti&tM. 

14. per Colonias nostraA de Masachusets Bay, New Yorke 
et New Hampshire in America et Territoria eisdem depen* 
den^. 

15. per dictas Colonias no^fras de Masachusets Bay, New 
Yorke et New Hampshire in America et Territoria eisdem 
dependentia. 

16. Tibi prefato Richardo Comiti de Bellamont Gubema- 
tori nostro dictarum Coloniarum no^^rarum de Masachusets 
Bay, New Yorke et New Hampshire in America et princi- 
paU Gubematori nostro earundem Coloniarum pro tempore 
ibidem existenft. 

17. In et per Colonias no^^ras de Masachusets Bay, New 
Yorke et New Hampshire in America et Territoria eisdem 
dependent predicto. 

18\ Dictarum Coloniarum nostrarum de Masachusets Bay, 
New Yorke et New Hampshire in America et Territoriorum 
eisdem dependen^um. 

18'. In dictis Coloniis nostiia de Masachusets Bay, New 
Yorke et New Hampshire in America et Territoriis eisdem 
dependen^u^ 

19. Coloniarum nostrarum de Masachusets Bay, New 
Yorke et New Hampshire in America et Territoriorum eisdem 
dependentium. 

20. Teqt^ pr^atum Richardum Comitem de Bellamont 
Gubematorem nostrum predtctom et prino^alem Gubemar 
torem nostrum pro tempore ibidem existentem. 

21. In Coloniis no^^ris de Masachusets Bay, New Yorke 
et New Hampshire in America et Territoriis eisdem depen- 
dent!^. 

22. In dictis Coloniis nostris de Masachusets Bay, New 
Yorke et New Hampshire in America et Territoriis eisdem 
dependenti&utf. 
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23. Tu prefaAis Richardus Comes de Bellamont Guberna- 
tor noster antedictus et princ^MxliB Gubemator nosier pro 
tempore ibidem existent. 

24. Tibi prefato Bichardo Comiti de Bellamont Gubema- 
tori nostro Coloniarum no^^rarum de Masachusets Bay, New 
Yorke et New Hampshire in America et principali Guber- 
natori nostro earundem Coloniarum pro tempore ihidem 
existent 

25. In Coloniis nostriB de Masachusets Bay, New Yorke 
et New Hampshire in America et Territoriis eisdem depen- 
Aentibus -pveiictia. 

26. Decimo die mensis Octobris Anno Dommi Millesimo 
Sexcen^mo Nonagesimo Octavo Regnique No^fti Decimo.^ 

EaycU Courts of Justice, AdmvrdUy Begistryy Muniment 

Books, Volume 4, p. SO4. 

^ This CommiflBion and fhe five following Commissions wore not enrolled in 
Jail, the Commissions to Beeston, Crow, etc.» mentioned therein having num- 
bers put in to oorrespond with the numbers in the margin to show where the 
differenoes lay* This was a oommon practloe in these Admiralty Muniment 
Books to save time in enrolling. . 



JOSEPH DUDLEY'S COMMISSION 



AS 



VICE-ADMIRAL OF THE COLONIES OF THE MASSA- 
CHUSETTS BAY, NEW HAMPSHIRE, ETa 



26 Febbuabt, 1701-2 



LITERiE PATENTES CONCESSiB JOSEPHO DUDLEY ARMI6ER0 
GUBERNATORI PROVINCIARUM £T COLONIARUM D£ MASSA- 
CHUSETS BAY, NEW HAMPSHIRE, RHODE ISLAND, PROVI- 
DENCE PLANTATION ET LE NARRA6ANSET COUNTRY 
TEL KING'S PROVINCE IN AMERICA ET GUBERNATORI 
EARUNDEM PRINC/PilLI PRO TEMPORE EXISTEN77 
PRO OFFICIO VICE-ADMIRALLI IN EISDEM PRO- 
VINCnS ET C0L0NU8 DE MASSACHUSETS BAT, 
NEW HAMPSHIRE, RHODE ISLAND, PROVI* 
DENCE PLANTATION ET NARRAGANSET 
COUNTRY VEL KINGS PROVINCE SUNT 
EJUSDEM TENORIS UTTERABXm PA* 
TENTIUM CONCESSill^Crif MITFORD 
CROW ABMIGERO FOL. 68 SALVIS 
CLAUSULIS INFRASCRIFTIS I 

1. Dflecto Nobis ^t^qflfyo WvMtp Armigero Gubematori 
Proyinciarum et Coloniarum de Massachusets Bay, New 

^ The Comminion of Mitford Crow, GoTemor of Barbadm, cUiled 26 Fel>- 
mary, 1701-2, is entered in Royal Gourts of Jnetioe, Xdmiralty Registry, Mu- 
niment Books, Vol 5, p. 58. It is identical with that of Sir T^lliam Phips 
(pp. 200-215, ante) except as regards names and date, and as follows: The 
words " (Jndioe Registrario et Marisoallo exoeptis) " (p. 218, ante) do not 
appear, nor is there any note about them. Also, at the end, where Phips's 
Commission reads '^decet sab pena Joris et perionlo incombenti^ (p. 215^ 
ante), Crow's Commission reads "deoet sab poena oontemptos Literanim 
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Hampshire, Bhode Island, Providenoe Plantation et le Nar- 
raganset Country yel Kings Province in America necnon 
Gubematori princ^li earundem Provindarum et Coloniarum 
pro tempore ibidem existent*. 

2. Provincianim et Coloniarum de Massachusets Bay, 
New Hampshire, Bhode Island, Providence Plantation et le 
Narraganset Country vel King's Province in America et 
Territoriorum eisdem dependenfMim. 

3. Dictis Provinciis et Coloniis de Massachusets Bay^ 
New Hampshire, Bhode Island, Providence Plantation et le 
Narraganset Country vel King's Province in America et 
Territoriis eisdem dependen^i^ predict. 

4. dtc<arum Provincianim et Coloniarum de Massachusets 
Bay, New Hampshire, Bhode Island, Providence Plantation 
et le Narraganset Country vel Kings Province in America et 
Territoriorum eisdem dependenftum predtcforum. 

6. dictis Provinciis et Coloniis de Massachusetts Bay, 
New Hampshire, Bhode Island, Providence Plantation et le 
Narraganset Country vel Elings Province in America et 
Territoriis eisdem dependentibus -preiieiis. 

6. Provincianim et Coloniarum de Massachusets Bay, 
New Hampshire, Bhode Island, Providence Plantation, et le 
Narraganset Country vel Kings Province in America et 
Territorionim eisdem dependentium -pvedictarmn 

7. Dictis Provinciis et Coloniis de Massachusets Bay, 
New Hampshire, Bhode Island, Providence Plantation et le 
Narraganset Country vel King's Province in America et 
Territoriis eisdem dependeniHus predict. 

■ 

pttenliam ipahis B^;iae Majestetis de et eapcr pronieBis omnilnie et sinpilig 
Nobis feetarum et oonceanmni et perionlo incambente Dfttam " eto. And at 
the end u thiB note : 

This I approve of ae a standing forme of a Tioe Adminll's Patent for the 
Forreigne Plantations. 

Feb. 28 1701-2 HEN : NEWTON. 

19<> Feb. 1701O Jnrat sab yalore 50^ p annnm 
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8. Dictis Provinciis et Coloniis de Massachusets Bay, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Providenoe Plantation et le 
Narraganset Country vd King's Province in America et 
Territoriis eisdem dependent!^ predict. 

9. Dictis Provinciis et Coloniis de Massachnsets Bay, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Providence Plantation et le 
Narraganset Country vel King's Province in America et 
Territoriis eisdem dependen<i6u« predict. 

10. Dictas Provincias et Colonias de Massachusets Bay, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Providence Plantation et le 
Narraganset Country vel King's Province in America et 
Territoria eisdem dependentia. 

11. DictBB Provincias et Colonias de Massachusets Bay, 
New Hamphire, Rhode Island, Providence Plantation et le 
Narraganset Country vel King's Province in America, et 
Territoria eisdem dependentia predict. 

12. Dictis Provinciis et Coloniis de Massachusets Bay, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Providence Plantation et le 
Narraganset Country vel King's Province in America, et 
Territoriis eisdem dependenti&ud. 

13. Dictis Provinciis et Coloniis de Maflsachusets Bay, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Providence Plantation et le 
Narraganset Country vel King's Province in America et 
Territoriis eisdem dependentibus 'preiictis. 

14 Dictas Provincias et Colonias de Massachusets Bay, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Providence Plantation et le 
Narraganset Country vel King's Province in America et 
Territoria eisdem dependenfia predicto. 

15. Dictas Provincias et Colonias de Massachusetts Bay, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Providence Plantation et le 
Narraganset Country vel King's Province in America et 
Territoria eisdem dependen^ia predicto. 

16. Josepho Dudley Arm^ero Gubematori Provinciarum 
et Coloniarum de Massachusets Bay, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island, Providence Plantation et le Narraganset Country 
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vel King's Province in America et Gubematori princtjpali 
earondem Frovinciarttm et Coloniarum pro tempore ibidem 
existent*. 

17. dictM FrovinciaB et Colonias de Massachusets Bay, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Providence Plantation et le 
Narraganset Country vel King's Province in America et 
Territoria eisdem dependent ^redicta. 

18. Dictarum Provinciartim et Coloniarum de Massachusets 
Bay, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Providence Plantation 
et le Narraganset Country vel King's Province in America et 
Territoriortcm eisdem dependen^mm "predictorum. 

19. dictis Provinciis et Coloniis de Massachusets Bay, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Providence Plantation et le 
Narraganset Country vel King's Province in America et 
Territoriis eisdem dependen^u^ predic<t9. 

20. Dictarum Provinciarum et Coloniarum de Massachu- 
sets Bay, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Providence Plan- 
tation et le Narraganset Country vel King's Province in 
America et Territoriorum eisdem dependen^it^m j^Tedictorum. 

21. Josephum Dudley Mmigerum gubematof^m Provinci- 
arum et Coloniarum de Massachusets Bay, New Hampshire, 
Rhode Island, Providence Plantation et le Narraganset Coun- 
try' vel King's Province in America et Gubematorem prin- 
c^polem earund^m Provinciarum et Coloniarum pro tempore 
ibuZem existentam. 

22. In Provinciis et coloniis de Massachusets Bay, New 
Hampshire, Rhode Island, Providence Plantation et le Nar- 
raganset Country vel King's Province in America et Terri- 
toriis eisdem dependen<i!(u^ predict. 

23. Dictis Provinciis et Coloniis de Massachusets Bay, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Providence Plantation et le 
Narraganset Country vel Eling's Province in America et 
Territoriis eisdem dependen^u^ predict. 

24. Josephus Dudley arm^er gubemator Provinciarum et 
Coloniarum de Massachusets Bay, New Hampshire, Rhode 
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Island^ Providence Plantation et le Narraganset Country 
yel Ejng's Province predictarum in America et Gubemator 
princ^alis earundem Provinciarum et Colonianim pro tem- 
pore ibidem existens. 

25. Josepho Dadley armigero Gubematori Provinoianem 
et Coloniarum de Massachusets Bay, New Hampsliire, Rhode 
Island, Providence Plantation et le Narraganset Country vd 
King's Province predictarum in America et Gubematori prin- 
cipali earundem Provinciartim et Coloniarum pro tempore 
ibidem ezistenti. 

26. Dictis Provinciis et Coloniis de Massachusets Bay, 
New Hampshire, Rhode Island, Providence Plantation et le 
Narraganset Country vel King's Province in America et 
Territoriis, eisdem dependenti&u^ -predictia. 

27. Vicesimo sexto die mensis Februarii Anno Domini 
Millesimo septingentosimo primo (stilo Anglie) 

28. decimo quarto. 

23* Feb« 1701. Juratt^r sub valore 

50 ^ per annum. 

Boyal Courts of Justice, AdmroMy Begidry^ Muniment 



Books, Vol. S, pp. 6S-66. 



ELIZEUS BURGES'S COMMISSION 

AS 

VICE-ADMIRAL OP THE COLONIES OF NEW HAMP- 
SHIRE AND THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY 

22 Maboh, 1714-« 



LTTERiB FATENTES CONCESSJS ELIZEUS BURGIsS ABMI6ER0 

GUBEBNATORI COLONIARUM DE NEW HAMPSHIRE £T 

MASSACHUSETS BAY IN AMERICA PRO OFFICIO TICI^ 

ADMIEALLI DICTARUM COLONIARUM £T TERRITO- 

RIORUM EISDEM DEPENDENTIUM SUNT EJUa- 

DEM TENORIS LITTERARUU PATENTIUM 

C0NCESS.ii2 C;if ROBERTO LOWTHER 

ABMIGERO FOL. 161, SALYIS 

CLAUSULIS SEQUENTIBUSi 

1. Dilecto Nobis ^It^ntif ^VKgtfi Annigero Gnbematori 
Nostro Coloniarum Nostrarom de New Hampshire et Massa* 
chusets Bay in America. 

2. Coloniarum Nostranim de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America predicta et Territoriortmi eisdem 
dependentium. 

3. Dictis Coloniis Nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

^ The Commiflsion of Robert Lowther, Goyernor of Barbados, dated 12 
February, 1714-6, ie entered in Royal Conrta of Justice, Admiralty Registry, 
Miminient Books, YoL 8, p. 161^ and is identical with that of Sir William 
Phips (pp. 206-215, ante) except as regards the names and date and that the 
words " (Jndice Riegistrario et Mariscallo exoeptis) " (p. 218 ante) do not 
j^ppear, nor is there any note aboat then. 
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4. Coloniamm nostrarum de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriormn eisdem dependen- 
tium 'preAictorum. 

5. Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massachusete 
Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

6. Coloniamm nostrarum de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territorion/m eisdem dependent 
tium 'prediciorum 

7. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa* 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependen^t&u^. 

8. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependen^ti8. 

9. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

10. Dictas Colonias nostras de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoria eisdem dependentia. 

11. Colonias nostras de New Hampshire et Massachuseta 
Bay in America et Territoria eisdem dependentia. 

12. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependerdihus. 

13. Dictis ^Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massar 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependen/ii^. 

14. Colonias nostras de New Hampshire et Massachusets 
Bay in America et Territoria eisdem dependentia. 

15. Dictas Colonias nostras de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoria eisdem dependentia. 

16. Elizeus Burges Armigero Gubematori nostro Colonia- 
rum nostrarum de New Hampshire et Massachusets Bay in 
America predicta. 

17. Colonias nostras de New Hampshire et Massachusets 
Bay in America et Territoria eisdem dependentia. 

18. Coloniarum nostrarum de New Hampshire et Mas- 
sachusets Bay in America et Territorionm eisdem depen- 
dentmm. 

19. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 
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20. Coloniartim nostranim de New Hampshire et Mas- 
sachusets Bay in America et Territorioram eisdem depen- 
dentium. 

21. Elizeus Burges Armigerum Gubematorem nostrum 
predictum. 

22. Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massachusets 
Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

23. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa* 
chnsets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

24. Elizeus Burges Armiger Gubemator noster antedictus 

25. Elizeus Burges Armigero Gubematori nostro Colonia- 
rum Nostrarum de New Hampshire et Massachusets Bay in 
America predicta. 

26. Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massachusets 
Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

27. Yicesimo secundo Martii 1714-5. 

28. Primo. 

Jtayal Courts of JwHee, Adndral^f Registry, Muniment 



Bookdy Vol. 6y p. 170. 



SAMUEL SHUTFS COMMISSION 



AS 



VICE-ADMIRAL OP THE COLONIES OF NEW HAMP- 
SHIRE AND THE MASSACHUSETTS BAT 



18 Juot:, 1716 



LITERiB FATENTES CONCESS^ SAMUELI SHUTE ARMI6EB0 

GUBEBNATORI COLONIARUM DE NEW HAMPSHIRE ET 

MASSACHU8ETS BAY IN AMERICA PRO OFFICIO VICE- 

ADMIRALLI DICTARUM COLONIARUM El> TERRI- 

TORIORUM EISDEM DEPENDENTIUM SUNT 

EJUSD^fM TENORIS LITTERARUM PA- 

TENTIUM CONCESSAR UM ROBERTO 

LOWTHER AB:MJGER0 FOL. 161, 

SALVIS CLAUSULIS 

INFRASCRIPTISi 

1. DUecto Nobis JbmttUlii ^||Ute Armigero Gubematori 
Nostro Coloniarum Nostrarum de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America. 

2. Coloniarum Nostrarum de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America predicta et Territoriorum eisdrai 
dependentium. 

3. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

4. Coloniarum no^^rum de New Hampshire et Mas- 

^ See the note to Elizeos Borges's Commission, page 225, ante. 
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sachusets Bay in America et Territoriorum eisdem depen- 
dentium. 

6. Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massachusets 
Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

6. Coloniaram no^^rum de New Hampshire et Mas- 
sachusets Bay in America et Territoriorum eisdem depen- 
dentium predictorum. 

7. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependen^i&u^. 

8. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependeniihts. 

9. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massar 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

10. Dictas Colonias nostras de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoria eisdem dependentia. 

11. Colonias nostras de New Hampshire et Massachusets 
Bay in America et Territoria eisdem dependentia. 

12. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependen^t^. 

13. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependen^i&t^. 

14. Colonias nostras de New Hampshire et Massachusets 
Bay in America et Territoria eisdem dependentia. 

15. Dictas Colonias nostras de New Hampshire et Massar 
chusets Bay in America et Territoria eisdem dependentia. 

16. Samueli Shute Arm^^ro Gubematori Nostro Colonia- 
rum nostrarum de New Hampshire et Massachusets Bay in 
America predicta. 

17. Col6nias nostras de New Hampshire et Massachusets 
Bay in America et Territoria eisdem dependen/to. 

18. Coloniaram nostraram de New Hampshire et Mas- 
sachusets Bay in America et Territoriorum eisdem depen- 
denidum. 

19. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 
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20. Colomsaum nostrarum de New Hampshire et Mas- 
sachusets Bay in America et Territoriorum eisdem depen- 
denidum. 

21. Samuelem Shute Armigerum Gubematorem nostrum 

predictum. 

22. Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massachnsets 

Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

23. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

24. Samuel Shute armiger Gubemator noster antedictus 

25. Samueli Shute armigero Gubematori nostro Colonia^ 
rum Nostrarum de New Hampshire et Massachusets Bay in 
America predicta. 

26. Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massachusets 
Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

27. decimo tertio Junii 1716** 

28. Secundo. 

Boifol Courts of Justice, Adnwrdlly Begtstry, Munment 



Books, Vol. 6, p. 19£^. 



WILLIAM BUENET'S COMMISSION 



AS 



VICE-ADMIRAL OF THE COLONIES OP NEW HAMP- 
SHIRE AND THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY 

14 March, 1727-8 



LITERiE PATENTE8 CONCESS^ GUILIELMO BURNETT ARMI- 
6ER0 GUBERNATORI COLONIARUM DE NEW HAMPSHIRE 
ET MA5SACHUSETS BAY IN AMERICA PRO OFFICIO 
VICE-ADMIRALLI DICTARCTJf COLONIARCTlf ET TER- 
RITORIORUM EISDEM DEPENDENTIUM SUNT 
EJUSDEM TENORIS LITTERARI^Jf PATEN- 
TIUM COHCESQARUM ROBERTO HUN- 
TER ABMIOERO (FOL. 120) SALYIS 
CLAUSUUS INFRASCRIPTIS I 

1. Dilecto Nobis ^B^ttltdmo fS^WOtttt Armigero Gubema- 
tori Nostro Coloniarum Nostrarum de New Hampshire et 
Massachusets Bay in America. 

2. Coloniarum Nostrarum de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America predicta et Territorionim eisdem 
dependentium. 

8. Dictis Coloniis Nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

^ The CommiBsion of Robert Himter, Goyemor of Jamaica, dated 11 Sep- 
tember, 1727, is entered in Royal Courts of Justice, Admiralty Registry, Mani- 
ment Books, YoL 7, p. 120, and is identical with that of Sir William Phips 
(pp. 206-216, ante) except as regards names and date and that the words 
^ (Jndioe Registrario et Marisoallo ezoeptiB) '' (p. 218, anie) do not appear, 
nor is there any note about them. 
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4. Coloniaram nostrarum de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusetts Bay in America predicta et Territoriorum eisdem 
dependentium. 

5. Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massachusets 
Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem de^ndentibus. 

6. Coloniarum nostrarum de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusetts Bay in America et Territorioit^m eisdem dependen- 
tium predicton^m. 

7. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

8. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
diusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

9. Dictis 'Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

10. Dictas Colonias nostras de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoria eisdem dependentia. 

11. Colonias nostras de New Hampshire et Massachusets 
Bay in America predicta et Territoria eisdem dependentia. 

12. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

13. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

14. Colonias nostras de New Hampshire et Massachusets 
Bay in America et Territoria eisdem dependentia. 

15. Dictas Colonias nostras de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoria eisdem dependentia. 

16. Guilielmo Burnett Arm^^o Gubematori Nostro Colo- 
niarum nostrarum de New Hampshire et Massachusets Bay 
in America predicta. 

17. Colonias nostras de New Hampshire et Massachusets 
Bay in America predicta et Territoria eisdem dependentia. 

18. Coloniarum nostrarum de New Hatnpshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America predicta et Territoriorum eisdem 
dependentium. 

19. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentia. 
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20. Coloxnaxum nostraxum de New Hampshire et Massa* 
chusets Bay in America et Territorionim eisdem depen* 
dentium. 

21. Guilielmmn Burnett Armigerum Gubematorem Noa-^ 
tmm predtcftim. 

22. Colonijjp nostris de New Hampshire et Massachusets 
Bay in America predicta et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

23. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

24. Gulielmus Burnett Armiger Gubemator Noster ante- 
dictus. 

25. Gulielmo Burnett Armigero Gubematori Nostro Colo- 
meaum nostnTum de New Hampshire et Massachusetts Bay 
in America predicta. 

26. Coloniis Nostris de New Hampshire et Massachusetts 
Bay in America predicta et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

27. decimo quarto Martii 1727~ 

28. primo. 

JRoyal Court8 of Justice, Admiralty Regutry, Muniment 

BookSf VolTfp.lSS". 



JONATHAN BELCHER^S COMMISSION 



AS 



VICE-ADMIRAL OF THE COLONIES OF NEW HAMP- 
SHIRE AND THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY 



2 Mabgh, 1729-^0 



UTER-E PATENTES CONCESS^ JONATHAN! BELCHER ARMI- 
GERO GUBERNATORI COLONIARUM DE NEW HAMPSHIRE 
ET MASSACHU8ETS BAY IN AMERICA PRO OFFICIO 
VICE-ADMIRALLI DICTARJJi/ COLONIARUM ET TERr- 
RITORIORUM EISDEM DEPENDENT/J7Jf SUNT 
EJUSDEM TENORIS LITTERARC73f PATEN- 
TIUM CONCESSARZ73f GEORGIO DO- 
MINO FORBES (FOL. 10.) SALVIS 
CLAUSULIS INFRASCRIPTIS 1 

1. DUecto Nobis 3^0ttat|^am tS^d^tt Armiffero Gubema- 
tori Nostro Coloniarum Nostran^m de New Hampshire et 
Massachusets Bay in America. 

2. Coloniarum Nostrarum de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America predicta et Territorioru}7» eisdem 
dependen^mm. 

3. Dictis Coloniis Nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America, et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

4. Coloniarum nostrarum de New Hampshire et Massa- 

1 The CommiBsion of George, Lord Forbes, Governor of the Leeward Islanda, 
dated 8 January, 1729-30, is entered in Royal Courts of Justice, Admiralty 
Registry, Muniment Books, Vol. 8, p. 10^ and is identical with that of Sir Wil- 
liam Fhips (pp. 206-216, ante) except as regards names and date and that the 
words ** (Judioe Registrario et Mariscallo exoeptis) " (p. 218, ante) do not 
appear, nor is there any note about them. 



1729-SO] BSLCHSB'8 COMMISSION AS YICS-ADMIBAL 286 

chusets Bay in America predicta et TerritorioruiTi eisdem 
dependentium. 

5. Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massachusets 
Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

6. Coloniarum nostrarum de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoiiorum eisdem dependen- 
timn predicafort^n. 

7. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

8. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentt&w. 

9. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependenfti^. 

10. Dictas Colonias nostras de New Hampshire et Massa- 
diusets Bay in America et Territoria eisdem dependentia. 

11. Colonias nostras de New Hampshire et Massachusets 
Bay in America et Territoria eisdem dependentia. 

12. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

13. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

14. Colonias nostras de New Hampshire et Massachusets 
Bay in America predicta et Territoria eisdem dependentia. 

15. Dictas Colonias nostras de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoria eisdem dependentia. 

16. Jonathani Belcher Armigero Gubematoii Nostro Colo- 
niarum nostrarum de New Hampshire et Massachusets Bay 
in America predicta. 

17. Colonias nostras de New Hampshire et Massachusets 
Bay in America predicta et Territoria eisdem dependentia. 

18. Coloniarum nostrarum de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriorum eisdem depen- 
dentium. 

19. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 
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20. Coloniart^m nostrarum de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriorum * eisdem depen- 
dentium. 

21. Jonathanem Belcher Armigerum Gubernatorem nos- 
tram predictum. 

22. Coloniis nosiris de New Hampshire et Massachusets 
Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

23. Dictis Coloniis nostris de New Hampshire et Massa- 
chusets Bay in America et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

24. Jonathan Belcher armiger Gubemator. noster ante- 
dictus. 

25. Jonathani Belcher armigero Gubematori nostro Colo- 
niarum nostrarum de New Hampshire et Massachusets Bay 
in America predicta. 

26. Coloniis jxostnB de New Hampshire et Massachusets 
Bay in America predicta et Territoriis eisdem dependentibus. 

27. Secundo Martii 1729»* 

28. Tertio. 

Boyal Courts of Justice, Admiralty Registr^fy Mummeni 



Books, Vol. 8, p. 23. 



WILLIAM SHIELEY'S COMMISSION 



▲s 



VICE-ADMIRAL OF THE PROVINCE OP THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAY 



21 August, 1741 



^ttxet t^e^^ecottfi hp t^e iBtsa of 4B(oti of 4Sittat 
t^tttsottf ftaatt ^ Srdanti ibtng, JDefetiHtr of t^t fait^ ^u 

To Our beloved William SHmLsr Esq' Our Captain Gen- 
eral & Govemour in Chief of Our Proyince of the Massachu- 
setts Bay in America^ Greeting ; 

We confiding very much in your Fidelity, Care & Circum- 
spection in this behalf, do by these Presents which are to 
continue during Our Pleasure only, ordain constitute & de- 
pute you the said 0^ilitam Jtl^lvAsp Esq' Our Captain Gen- 
eral & Govemour in Chief aforesaid. Our Vice Admiral, 
Commissary & Deputy in the Office of Vice Admiralty in 
Our Province of Massachusetts Bay afores^ and Territories 
thereon depending & in the Maritime Parts of the same, 
and thereto adjoining, whatsoever, with Power of taking & 
receiving all & every the ffees. Profits, Advantages, Emolu- 
ments, Commodities & Appurtenances whatsoever, to & belong- 
ing to the said Office of Vice, Admiral, Commissary & Deputy 
in Our said Province of Massachusetts Bay & Territories 
dependent thereon, & maritime Parts of the same, and ad- 
joining to them whatsoever, according to the Ordinances & 
Statutes of Our High Court of Admiralty of England, and 
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we do hereby commit & grant unto jou the aforesaid William 
Shirley Esq' Our Power & Authority in & throughout Our 
Province of Massachusetts Bay aforementioned & Territories 
thereof & maritime parts whatsoever adjacent thereto, & 
also throughout all & every the Sea Shores, publick Streams, 
Ports, fresh Waters, Rivers, Creeks & Arms, as well of the 
Sea, as of the Rivers, & Coasts whatsoever, of our said 
Province of Massachusetts Bay & Territories dependent 
thereon, & maritime Parts whatsoever, of the same & thereto 
adjacent, as well within Liberties, & Franchises, as without, 
to take Cognizance of, & proceed in all Causes, Civil & Mari- 
time, & in Complaints, Contracts, Offences or suspected 
Offences, Crimes, Pleas, Debts, Exchanges, Accompts, Charter 
Parties, Agreements, Suits, Trespasses, Injuries, Extortions 
& Demands & Businesses Civil & Maritime whatsoever, 
commenced or to be commenced between Merchants or 
between Owners & Proprietors of Ships & other Vessels, & 
Merchants or others whomsoever, with such Owners & Pro- 
prietors of Ships & all other Vessels whatsoever employed, or 
used within the Maritime Jurisdiction of Our Vice Admiralty 
of Our said Province of Massachusetts Bay & Territories 
depending on the same, or between any other Persons whom* 
soever, had, made, began or contracted for any matter 
Thing, Cause or Business whatsoever done or to be done 
within Our Maritime Jurisdiction aforesaid. Together with 
all & singular their Incidents, Emergencies, Dependancies 
annexed & connexed Causes whatsoever, wheresoever or 
howsoeuer, & such Causes, Complaints Contracts & other the 
Premisses abovesaid, or any of them, which may happen to 
arise, be contracted, had or done, to hear & determine, 
according to the Rights, Statutes, Laws, Ordinances & Cus- 
toms anciently observed, & moreover in all & singular Com- 
plaints, Contracts, Agreements, Causes & Businesses Civil & 
Maritime, to be performed beyond the Sea, or contracted 
there, howsoever arising or happening, & also in all & singu- 
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lar other Causes & Matters, which in any Manner whatsoever 
touch or any ways concern, or anciently have & do or ought 
to belong unto the Maritime Jurisdiction of Our aforesaid 
Vice- Admiralty in Our said Province of Massachusetts Bay 
& Territories thereon depending, & maritime Parts thereof & 
to the same adjoining whatsoever, & generally in all & 
singular other Causes, Suits, Crimes, OfEences, Excessees, 
Injuries, Complaints, Misdemeanors or suspected Misdemean- 
ors, Trespasses, Regratings, Forestallings & maritime Busi- 
nesses whatsoever throughout the Places aforesaid, within 
the Maritime Jurisdiction of Our Vice-Admiralty of Our 
Province of Massachusetts Bay aforesaid & Territories 
thereon depending, by Sea or water, on the Banks* or Shores 
of the Same, howsoever done, committed, perpetrated or 
happening, And also to inquire by the Oath of honest & 
lawful Men of Our said Province of Massachusetts Bay & 
Territories dependent thereon, & maritime Parts of the Same 
& adjoining to them, whatsoever ; dwelling both within 
Liberties and Franchises & without, as well of all & singular 
such Matters & Tbings which of right & by the Statutes, 
Laws, Ordinances & Customs anciently observed, were wont 
& ought to be inquired after, as of Wreck of the Sea, & of 
all & singular the Goods & Chattels of whatsoever Traitors, 
Pirates, Man Slayers & Felons howsoever, offending within 
the Maritime Jurisdiction of Our Vice-Admiralty of Our 
Province of Massachusetts Bay aforementioned & Territories 
thereunto belonging & of the Goods, Chattels & Debts of all 
& singular their Maintainors, Accessories, Councellors, 
Abettors or Assistants whomsoever, & also of the Goods, 
Debts & Chattels of whatsoever Person or Persons, Felons 
of themselves, by what means or howsoever coming to their 
Death within Our aforesaid Maritime Jurisdiction, whereso- 
ever any such Goods, Debts & Chatties or any Parcel thereof 
by Sea, Water or Land in our said Province of Massachusetts 
Bay & Territories thereon dependent, & maritime Parts of 



240 WILLIAM SHIRLBT'S COMMISSION [1741 

the same & thereto adjacent, whatsoever, as well within 
Liberties & Franchises as without, have been or shall be 
found forfeited, or to be forfeited, or in being, & Moreover 
as well of the Groods, Debts & Chattels of whatsoever other 
Traitors, Felons & Manslayers wheresoever offending, & of 
the Goods, Debts & Chattels of their Maintainors, Acces- 
sories, Councellors, Abettors or Assistants, as of the Goods, 
Debts & Chattels of all Fugitives, Persons convicted, at- 
tainted, condemned. Outlawed or howsoever put or to be put 
in exigent for Treason, Felony, Manslaughter or Murder, or 
any other Offence or Crime whatsoever, & also Concerning 
Goods waving, Flotson, Jetson, Lagon, Shares & Treasure 
found, or to be found deodands & of the Goods of all others 
whatsoever taken or to be taken, as derelict or by chance 
found, or to be found, or howsoever due or to be due, & of 
all other Casualties as well in, upon or by the Sea, & Shores, 
Creeks or Coasts of the Sea, or Maritime Parts, as in, upon 
or by all fresh Waters, Ports, publick Streams, Rivers or 
Creeks or Places overflown whatsoever, within the Ebbing & 
Flowing of the Sea, or high Water, or upon the Shores or 
Banks of any of the same within Our Maritime Jurisdiction 
aforesaid howsoever, whensoever, or by what Means soever 
arising, happening or proceeding, or wheresoever such Goods, 
Debts & Chattels or other the Premisses or any Parcel 
thereof, may or shall happen to be met with, or found 
within Our Maritime Jurisdiction aforesaid. And also Con- 
cerning Anchorage, Lastage & Ballast^ of Ships & of Fishes 
Boyal, namely, Sturgeons, Whales, Porpoises, Dolphins, 
Biggs & Grampuses, & generally of all other Fishes what- 
soever which are of a great or very large Bulk, or Fatness, 
anciently by right or Custom, or any way appertaining or 
belonging to Us, & to Ask, require, levy, take, collect, 
receive & obtain, & to the Use of Us & the Office of Our 
High Admiral of Great Britain aforesaid for the Time being, 
to keep & preserve the s"^ wreck of the Sea, & the Goods, 
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Debts & Chattels & all & singular, other the Premisses 
together with all & all manner of Fines, Mulcts, Issues, 
Forfeitures, Amerciaments, Bansomes^ & Recognizances 
whatsoever forfeited or to be forfeited, & pecuniary Punish* 
ments for Trespasses, Crimes, Injuries, Extortions, Con- 
tempts & other Misdemeanours whatsoever, howsoever 
imposed or inflicted or to be imposed or inflicted for any 
Matter, Cause or Thing whatsoever, in our said Province of 
Massachusetts Bay & Territories thereunto belonging, & 
Maritime Parts of the same, & thereto adjoining, in any 
Court of Our Admiralty there held or to be held, presented 
or to be presented, assessed^ brought, forfeited or adjudged 
& also all Amerciaments, Issues, Fines, Perquisites, Mulcts 
& pecuniary 'Punishments whatsoever, & Forfietures of all 
manner of Recognizances, before you, or your Lieutenant, 
Deputy or Deputies in Our said Province of Massachusetts 
Bay & Territories thereunto belonging & Maritime Parts of 
the same & thereto adjacent, whatsoever, happening or im- 
posed or to be imposed or inflicted, or by any Means assessed, 
presented, forfeited or adjudged, or howsoever by reason of 
the P^misses due or to be due in that behalf, to Us or Our 
heirs or Successors, & further to take aU manner of Recog- 
nizances, Cautions, Obligations & Stipulations, as well to our 
Use, as at the Instance of any Parties for Agreements or 
Debts, & other Causes whatsoever, & to put the same in 
Execution, & to cause & command them to be executed, & 
also to arrest & cause & command to be Arrested, According 
to the several Maritime Laws & ancient Customs of Our said 
Court, all Ships, Persons, Things, Goods, Wares & Mer- 
chandizes for the Premisses & every of them, & for other 
Causes whatsoever, concerning the same, wheresoever they 
shall be met with, or found throughout our said Province of 
Massachusetts Bay & Territories thereunto belonging, & 
Maritime parts thereof & thereto adjoining within Liberties 
& Franchises, or without, & likewise for all other Agree- 
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ments. Causes or Debts howsoever contracted or arising^ so 
that the Goods or Persons of the Debtors may be found 
within Our Jurisdiction aforesaid, & to hear, examine, dis- 
cuss & finally determine the same with their Emergencies, 
Dependancies, Incidents, annexed & connexed Causes & 
Businesses whatsoever, together with all other Causes Civil 
& Maritime, & Complaints Contracts & all & every the re- 
spective Premisses whatsoever above expressed according to 
the Laws & Customs aforesaid, & by all other lawful ways, 
means & methods according to the best of your Skill & 
Knowledge, and to compel all maimer of Persons in that 
behalf as the Case shall require, to appear & to answer, with 
Power of using any Temporal Coertion, & of inflicting any 
other Penalty or Mulct, according to the Laws & Customs* 
aforesaid, & to do & minister Justice, according to the Right, 
Order & Course of the Law, summarily & plainly, looking 
only into the Truth of the Fact, & to fine, correct, punish, 
chastize & reform, & imprison, & cause & command to be 
imprisoned in any Goals being within Our Province of 
Massachusetts Bay aforesaid & Territories thereunto belong- 
ing the Parties guilty, & the Contemners of the Law & 
Jurisdiction of Our Admiralty af ores* & Violaters, Usurpers, 
Delinquents & Contumacious Absenters, Masters of Ships, 
Mariners Rovers,^ Fishermen, Shipwrights & other Workmen 
& Artificers whatsoever, exercising any kind of Maritime 
Affairs, according to the Rights, Statutes, Laws, Ordinances 
& Customs anciently observed & to deliver & absolutely 
discharge & cause, & command to be discharged, whatsoever 
Persons imprisoned in such Cases, who are to be delivered, 
& to preserve & cause to be preserved the publick Streams, 
Ports, Bivers, fresh Waters & Creeks whatsoever, within Our 
Maritime Jurisdiction aforesaid in what Place so ever» they 
be^ in Our said Province of Massachusetts Bay & Territories 

^ Sie: Bowen, 
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thereunto belonging & Maritime parts of the same^ & thereto 
adjacent whatsoever^ as well for the Preservation of Our 
Navy Boyal & of the Fleets & Vessels of Our Kingdoms & 
Dominions aforesaid^ as of whatsoever Fishes increasing in 
the Rivers & Places af ores^ & also to keep & eause to be 
executed & kept in Our said Province of Mass* Bay & Ter- 
ritories thereunto belonging & maritime Parts thereof 
& thereto adjacent whatsoever, the Rights, Statutes, Laws, 
Ordinances & Customs anciently observed, & to do, exercise, 
expedite & execute all & singular other Things in the 
Premisses, & every of them, as they by right & according to 
the Laws & Statutes, Ordinances & Customs aforesaid should 
be done. And Moreover to reform Nets too close & other 
unlawful Engines or Instruments whatsoever for the catch-- 
ing of Fishes wheresoever by Sea or publick Streams, Ports, 
Rivers, fresh Waters or Creeks whatsoever throughout Our 
Province of Massachusetts Bay af ores^ & Territories depend- 
ent thereon & Maritime parts of the same & thereto adjacent, 
used or exercised by Water within Our Maritime Jurisdic- 
tion afores^ wheresoever, & to punish & correct the Ex- 
ercisers & Occupiers thereof according to the Statutes, Laws, 
Ordinances & Customs afores^ and to pronounce, promulge 
& interpose all manner of Sentences & Decrees, & to put the 
same in Execution, with Cognizance & Jurisdiction of what- 
soever other Causes Civil & maritime which relate to the 
Sea, or which any Manner of Ways respect or concern the 
Sea, or Passage over the Same, or Naval or Maritime Voy- 
ages, or Our said Maritime Jurisdiction, or the Places or 
Limits of Our said Admiralty, & Cognizance aforementioned, 
& all other Things done or to be done, with Power also to 
proceed in the same, according to the Statutes, Laws, Ordi- 
nances & Customs aforesaid, anciently used, as well of meer 
Office mixt or promoted, as at the Listance of any Party, as 
the Case shall require & seem convenient, & likewise 
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Becognizance & Decision of wreck of the Sea^ great or small^ 
& of the Death, drowning & Yeiw of dead Bodies of all 
Persons howsoever killed or drowned or murthered, or that 
shall happen to be killed, drowned or murthered or by any 
other means come to their Death in the Sea or publick 
Streams, Ports, fresh Waters or Creeks whatsoever, within 
the flowing of the Sea, & high Water Mark, throughout our 
afores^ Province of Massachusetts Bay & Territories there- 
unto belonging & maritime Parts of the same & thereto 
adjacent or elsewhere within Our Maritime Jurisdiction 
afores^ Together with the Cognizance of Mayhem in the 
aforee^ Places within Our Maritime Jurisdiction afores^ & 
flowing of the Sea & Water there happening, with Power 
also of punishing all Delinquents in that kind according to 
the Exigencies of the Laws & Customs afores' & to do, 
exercise, expedite & execute all & singular other Things 
which in & about the Premisses only, shall be necessary or 
thought meet according to the Bights, Statutes, Laws, Ordi- 
nances & Customs afores^ with Power of deputing & surro- 
gating in your Place for the Premisses, One or more Deputy 
or Deputies, as often as you shall think fit, & also witb 
Power from Time to Time of naming, appointing, ordaining, 
assigning, making & constituting whatsoever other Neces- 
sary, fit & convenient Officers & Miiiisters, under you for the 
ifi Office & Execution thereof in Our sf Province of Mass^ Bay 
& Territories thereunto belonging, & maritime Parts of the 
same & thereto adjacent whatsoever, Saving always the 
Bight of Our High Court of Admiralty of England & also 
of the Judge & Begister of the i^ Court from whom or either 
of them it is not Our Intention in any thing to derogate by 
these Presents, & saving to Every One who shall be wronged 
or grieved by any definitive Sentence or Interlocutory 
Decree, which shall be given in the Vice-Admiralty Court of 
Our Province of Mass^ Bay aforei^ & Territories thereunto 
belonging, the Bight of appealing to Our af ores^ High Court 
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of Admiralty of England; Provided Nevertheless & under 
this express Condition, that if you the afores^ William 
Shirley Esq' Our Captain General & Govemour in Chief 
afores"* shall not yearly viz, at the End of every Year 
between the Feast of S* Michael the Archangel & all Saints 
duely certify & cause to be effectually certified, if you shall 
be thereunto required, to Us & Our Lieutenant Official, 
Principal & Commissary General & special & Judge & Presi- 
dent of the High Court of Our Admiralty of England af ores^ 
all that which from Time to Time by Virtue of these 
Presents you shall do, execute, collect or receive in the 
Premisses or any of them, together with your full & faithful 
Account thereupon to be made in Authentick Form & Sealed 
with the Seal of our Office, remaining in your Custody, that 
from thence & after Default therein these Our Letters 
Patent of the Office of Vice Admiral af ores^ as above granted^ 
shall be null & void & of no Force or Effect ; Further we do 
in Our Name command all & singular Our Govemours^ 
Justices, Mayors, Sheriffs, Captains, MarshaUs, Bailiffs^ 
Keepers of all our Qoais & Prisons, Constables & all other 
Our Officers & faithful & liege Subjects whatsoever & every 
of them as well within Liberties & Franchises as without, 
that in & about the Execution of the Premisses & every of 
them, they be Aiding, favouring. Assisting, submissive & 
yield Obedience in all Things as tis fitting to you the afore- 
said William Shirley Esq' Our Captain General & Govemour 
in Chief of our Province of the Massachusetts Bay afores^ & 
to your Deputy whom'soever & to all other Officers by you 
appointed or to be appointed, of Our said Vice- Admiralty in 
Our Province of Massachusetts Bay afores"^ & Territories 
thereunto belonging & maritime Parts of the same & thereto 
adjoining, under Pain of the Law & the Peril which will fall 
thereon. Given at London in the high Court of Our Ad- 
miralty of England aforesaid under the Great Seal thereof , 
the Twenty first day of August in the Year of Our Lord 
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One thousand Seven hundred & forty one & of our Beign the 
fifteenth. 

SAM'' HILL Register 
The Great Seal of the High 
Court of Admiraltj appending 

'Ex^ Examined p J. Willakd Se^ 
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4Bieotge t^t j^econb hp t^ ^tsat of 4Biab of 4Bittat 
5&rttattt ftaaut atiH Stelatiti Uing Wdttitttx of t^ fsatfy 

To our beloved Thomas Fownall Esquire Our Captain 
General and Grovemor in Chief of Our Province of Massa- 
chusetts Bay in New England Oreeting 

We confiding very much in your Fidelity care and cir- 
cumspection in this behalf do by these Presents which are to 
continue during Our Pleasure only ordain constitute and 
depute You the said C^OtnajBt ^OttmaU Esquire Our Captain 
General and Governor in Chief aforesaid Our Vice Admiral 
Commissary and Deputy in the office of Vice Admiralty in 
Our Province of Massachusetts Bay in New England afore- 
said and Territories thereon depending and in the Mari- 
time parts of the same and thereto adjoining whatsoever 
with power of taking and receiving all and every the Fees 
Profits Advantages Emoluments Commodities & Appurte- 
nances whatsoever due and belonging to the said Office of 
Vice Admiral Commissary and deputy in our said Province of 
Massachusetts Bay in New England and Territories depend- 
ant thereon and Maritime parts of the same and adjoiuiug 
to them whatsoever according to the Ordinances and Stat- 
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utes of 'Our High Court of Admiralty of England And We 
do hereby commit and Grant unto You the aforesaid Thomas 
Pownall Esquire Our Power and authority in and through- 
out Our Province of Massachusetts Bay in New England 
aforementioned and Territories thereof and Maritime Parts 
whatsoever adjacent thereto and also throughout, all and 
every the Sea Shores publick Streams ports fresh Waters, 
Rivers Creeks and Arms as well of the Sea as of the Rivers 
and Coasts whatsoever of Our said Province of the Massa- 
chusetts Bay in New England and Territories dependant 
thereon and Maritime parts whatsoever of the same and 
thereto adjacent, as well within Liberties and Franchises as 
without, to take cognizance of and proceed in all causes 
Civil and Maritime and in Complaints Contracts Offences or 
suspected Offences, Crimes Pleas, Debts Exchanges, Accounts 
Charter Parties, Agreements Suits Trespasses Injuries Extor- 
tions and Demands and Businesses Civil and Maritime what- 
soever commenced or to be commenced between Merchants 
or bet wee ^ Owners and Proprietors of Ships and other Ves- 
sels and Merchants or others whomsoever with such Owners 
and Proprietors of Ships and all other Vessels whatsoever 
imployed or used within the Maritime Jurisdiction of Our 
Vice Admiralty of Our said Province of Massachusetts Bay 
in New England and Territories depending on the same or 
between any other Person whomsoever, had made began or 
contracted for any matter thing cause or business whatsoever 
done or to be done within Our Maritime Jurisdiction afore- 
said together with all and singular their incidents Emergen- 
cies dependencies annexed and connexed Causes whatsoever, 
wheresoever or howsoever and such Causes Complaints Con- 
tracts and other the Premises aforesaid or any of them 
which may happen to arise, be contracted had or done To 
hear and determine according to the Rights Statutes Laws 
Ordinances and Customs antiently observed And Moreover 
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• 

in all and singular Complaints Contracts Agreements Causes 
and Businesses Civil and Maritime to be performed beyond 
the Sea or contracted there, howsoever arising or happening, 
and also in all and singular other Causes and Matters which 
in any manner whatsoever touch or any way concern or 
antiently have and do or ought to belong unto the Maritime 
Jurisdiction of Our aforesaid Vice Admiralty in Oiur said 
Province of Massachusetts Bay in New England and Terri- 
tories thereon depending and maritime parts thereof and to 
the same adjoining whatsoever and generally in all and sin- 
gular other Causes, Suits, Crimes, OfiEences, Excesses, Inju- 
ries Complaints, Misdemeanors or suspected misdemeanors, 
Trespasses, Begratmgs Forestallings and Maritime Busmesses 
whatsoever throughout the Places aforesaid within the Mari- 
time Jurisdiction of Our Vice Admiralty of Oiu* Province of 
Massachusetts Bay in New England aforesaid and Territories 
thereon depending by Sea or Water or the Banks or Shores 
of the same howsoever done committed perpetrated or hap- 
pening And also to inquire by the Oath of honest and law- 
ful Men of Our said Province of Massachusetts Bay in New 
England and Territories dependant thereon and Maritime 
parts of the same and adjoining to them whatsoever dwell- 
ing both within Liberties and Franchises and without as well 
of all and singular such matters and things which of right 
and by the Statutes Laws Ordinances and customs antiently 
observed were want ^ and ought to be inquired after as of 
Wreck of the Sea and of all and singular the Goods and 
Chattels of whatsoever Traitors, Pirates, Manslayors, and 
Felons howsoever ofiEending within the Maritime Jurisdiction 
of Our Vice Admiralty of our Province of Massachusetts Bay 
in New England aforementioned and Territories thereunto 
belonging and of the Goods Chatties and Debts of all and 
singular their Maintainers Accessaries Councellors Abettors 
or Assistants whomsoever And also of the Goods Debts & 

^Sic: wont 
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Chatties of whatsoever Person or Persons Felons of them- 
selves by what means or howsoever coming to their Death 
within Our aforesaid Maritime Jurisdiction wheresoever any 
such Goods Debts and Chatties or any parcell thereof by Sea 
Water or Land in Our said Province of Massachusetts Bay 
in New England and Territories thereon dependant and 
Maritime parts of the same and thereto adjacent whatsoever 
as well within Liberties and Franchises as without, have 
been or shall be found forfeited or to be forfeited or in being 
And Moreover as well of the Goods Debts and Chatties of 
whatsoever other Traitors Felons and Manslayors whereso- 
ever offending and of the Goods Debts & Chatties of their 
Maintainers, Accessaries, Councellors Abettors or Assistants 
as of the G<x)ds Debts and Chatties of all Fugitives Persons 
convicted attainted condemned outlawed or howsoever put 
or to be put in Exigent for Treason Felony Manslaughter, 
Murther, or any other Offence or Crime whatsoever and also 
concerning Goods wavemg Flotzon Jetson Lagon Shares and 
Treasure found or to be found Deodands and of the Goods of 
all others whatsoever taken or to be taken as Derelict or by 
chance found or to be found or howsoever due or to be due 
and of all other Casualties as well in upon or by the Sea and 
Shores Creeks or Coasts of the Sea or Maritime parts as in 
upon or by aU fresh Waters, ports publick Streams Rivers or 
Creeks or Places over flown whatsoever within the Ebbing & 
Flowing of the Sea or high Water or upon the Shores or 
Banks of any of the same within Our Maritime Jurisdiction 
aforesaid howsoever, wheresoever, or by what means soever, 
arising happening or proceeding or wheresoever such Goods 
Debts and Chatties or other the premises or any parcel 
thereof may or shall happen to be met with or found within 
Our Maritime Jurisdiction aforesaid And also concerning 
Anchorage Lagtage and Ballast of Ships, and of Fishes Boyal 
Namely Sturgeons, Whales, Porpusses, Dolphins, Riggs, and 
Grampusses and generally of all other Fishes whatsoever 
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which are of a great or very large bulk or fatness ancintly 
by right or custom or any way appertaining or belonging to 
Us and to ask^ require, levy, take, collect, receive and obtain 
and to the use of us and the Office of Our high Admiral of 
Great Britain aforesaid for the time being to keep and pre- 
serve the said Wreck of the Sea and the Goods Debts & 
Chatties & all & singular other the Premises together with 
all and all manner of Fines Mulcts Issues Forfeitures, Amer- 
ciaments Ransoms and Cognizances whatsoever forfeited or 
to be forfeited and pecimiary Punishments for Trespasses, 
Grimes, Injuries, Extortions, Contempts and other Misde- 
meanors whatsoever howsoever imposed or inflicted or to be 
imposed or inflicted for any matter cause or thing whatso- 
ever in Our said Province of Massachusetts Bay in New 
England and Territories thereunto belonging and Maritime 
parts of the same and thereto adjoining in any Court of Our 
Admiralty there held or to be held presented or to be pre- 
sented, assessed brought forfeited or adjudged, and also all 
Amercements Issues Fines Perquisites Mulcts and pecuniary 
Punishments whatsoever and forfeifures^ of all manner of 
Becognizances before you or your Lieutenant Deputy or 
Deputies in Our said Province of Massachusetts Bay in New 
England and Territories thereunto belonging and maritime 
parts of the same and thereto adjacent whatsoever hapining 
or imposed or to be imposed or inflicted or by any means 
assessed, presented, forfeited or adjudged or howsoever by 
reason of the premises due or to be due in that behalf to Us 
or Our Heairs and Successors, and further to take all man- 
ner of Becognizances Cautions Obligations and Stipulations 
as well to Our use as at the instance of any parties for agree- 
ments or debts and other Causes whatsoever and to put the 
same in Execution and to cause & command thedi to be 
executed. And also to arrest and cause & command to be 
arrested according to the Civil & Maritime Laws and ancient 

^ Sie: foifttturefl* 
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Customs of Our said Court all Ships^ Persons^ Things, Goods, 
Wares and Merchandizes for the Premisses and every of them 
and for other causes whatsoever concerning the same where- 
soever they shall be met with or found throughout Our said 
Province of Massachusetts Bay in New England and Terri- 
tories thereunto belonging and maritime parts thereof and 
thereto adjoining within Liberties & Franchises or without 
and likewise for all other agreements Causes or Debts how- 
soever contracted or arising so that the Goods or persons of 
the Debtors may be found within Our Jmisdiction aforesaid 
And to hear examine discuss and finally determine the same 
with their Emergencies, Dependencies, Incidents annexed & 
connexed Causes and Businesses whatsoever together with 
all other Causes Civil and Maritime and Complaints Con- 
tracts and all and every the respective Premisses whatsoever 
above expressed according to the Laws and Customs afore- 
said and by all other lawful Ways means & methods accord- 
ing to the best of Tour Skill & Knowledge And to compel all 
manner of persons in that behalf as the Case shall require 
to appear & to answer with power of using any temporal 
Coertion and of inflicting any other penalty or Mulct accord- 
ing to the Laws and Customs aforesaid and to do and minis- 
ter Justice according to the right order & course of the Laws 
Summarily & plainly looking only into the Truth of the 
Fact, and to fine correct, punish chastise & reform and im- 
prison and cause & command to be imprisoned in any Goals 
being within Our Province of Massachusetts Bay in New 
England aforesaid and Territories thereunto belonging the 
parties guilty and the Contemnors of the Law and Jurisdic- 
tion of Our Admiralty aforesaid and Violators Userpors, 
Delinquents and contumacious Absentors, Masters of Ships, 
Mariners, Rowers, Fishermen, Shipwrights and other Work- 
men and Artificers whatsoever exercising any kind of 
maritime affairs according to the Rights, Statutes Laws 
Ordinances and Customs anciently Observed and to deliver 
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and absolutely discharge and cause & command to be dis- 
charged whatsoever Persons imprisoned in such Cases who 
are to be delivered And to preserve and cause to be preserved 
the publick Streams^ ports Rivers Fresh Waters and Creeks 
whatsoever within Our Maritime Jurisdiction aforesaid in 
what Place soever thej be in Our said Province of Massa- 
chusetts Bay in New England and Territories thereunto be- 
longing & maritime parts of the same and thereto adjacent 
whatsoever, as well for the preservation of Our Navy Royal 
and of the Fleets and Vessels of Our Kingdoms and Do- 
minions aforesaid as of whatsoever Fishes increasing in the 
Rivers and Places aforesaid and also to keep & cause to 
be executed & kept in Our said Province of Massachusetts 
Bay in New Eng^ and Territories thereunto belonging and 
maritime parts thereof & thereto adjacent whatsoever the 
Rights Statutes Laws Ordinances and Customs anciently ob- 
served, and to do, exercise, expedite & execute all & singular 
other things in the premisses and every of them a^ they by 
right, and according to the Laws and Statutes Ordinances & 
Customs aforesaid should be done And Moreover to reform 
Nets too close, and other lawful Engines or Instruments 
whatsoever for the Catching of Fishes wheresoever by Sea or 
publick Streams, Ports, Rivers fresh Waters or Creeks what- 
soever throughout Our Province of Massachusetts Bay in 
New England aforesaid and Territories dependent thereon 
and maritime parts of the same and thereto adjacent used or 
exercised by Water, within Our Maritime Jurisdiction afore- 
said wheresoever and to punish and correct the Exercisers 
and Occupiers thereof according to the Statutes Laws Ordi- 
nances and Customs aforesaid and to pronounce promulgate 
and interpose all manner of Sentences and Decrees and to 
put the same in Execution, with Cognizance and Jurisdiction 
of whatsoever other causes Civil and Maritime which relates 
to the Sea or which any manner of Ways respects or con- 
cerns the Sea or passage over the same, or Naval or mari- 
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time Voyages or Our said Maritime Jurisdiction or the 
Places or Limits of Our said Admiralty and Cognizance 
aforementioned and all other things done or to be done, 
with power also to proceed in the same according to the 
Statutes, Laws, Ordinances and Customs aforesaid anciently 
used, as well of meer Office mixt or promoted, as at the in- 
stance of any party as the case shall require and seem con- 
venient and likewise with Cognizance and Decision of Wreck 
of the Sea great or small and of the Death Drowning and 
View of dead Bodies of all Persons howsoever killed or 
drowned or murthered or which shall happen to be killed 
drowned or murthered or by any other means come .to their 
Death in the Sea or publick Streams, ports fresh Waters or 
Creeks whatsoever within the flowing of the Sea and high 
Warter^ mark throughout our aforesaid Province of Massachu- 
setts Bay in New England and Territories thereunto belong- 
ing and Maritime parts of the same and thereto adjacent or 
elsewhere within Our Maritime Jurisdiction aforesaid to- 
gether with the Cognizance of Mahem in the aforesaid places 
within Our Maritime Jurisdiction aforesaid and flowing of 
the Sea and Water there hapning with power also of pun- 
ishing all Delinquints in that kind according to the Exigen- 
ces of the Law and Customs aforesaid and to do exercise 
expedite and execute all and singular other Things, which in 
and about the premisses only shall be necessary or thought 
meet, according to the Rights Statutes Laws Ordinances and 
Customs aforesaid with power of Deputing & Surrogating in 
your place for the premisses one or more Deputy or Depu- 
ties as often you shall think fit, and also with power from 
time to time of naming appointing, ordaining, assigning, 
making and constituting whatsoever other necessary fit and 
convenient Officers and Ministers under you for the said 
Office and execution thereof in Our said Province of Massa- 
chusetts Bay in New England and Territories thereunto be- 
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longing and maritime parts of the same and thereto adjacent 
whatsoever (saving always) the Right of Our high Court of 
Admiralty of England and also of the Judge and Register of 
the said Court, from whom or either of them, it is not Our 
Intention in any thing to derogate by these presents and 
saving to every one who shall be wronged or grieved by any 
definitive Sentence or Interlocutory decree which shall be 
given in the Vice Admiralty Court of Our Province of Mas- 
sachusetts Bay in New England aforesaid and Territories 
thereunto belonging *the Right of Appealing to Our aforesaid 
high Court of Admiralty of England Provided nevertheless 
and under this express Condition that if you the aforesaid 
Thomas Pownall Our Captain General and Governor in 
Chief aforesaid shall not yearly (to wit) at the end of every 
Tear between the Feasts of Saint Michael the Archangel and 
All Saints duly certify and cause to be effectually certified (if 
you shall be thereunto required) to Us and Our Lieutenant 
Official principal and Commissary General and Special and 
Judge & President of the high Court of Our Admiralty of 
England aforesaid all that which from time to time by virtue 
of these Presents you shall do execute collect or receive in 
the premises or any of them, together with your full & faith- 
full account thereupon to be made in an Authentick Form 
and Sealed with the Seal of Our Office remaining in your 
Custody, that from thence and after default therein these 
Our Letters patent of the Office of Vice Admiral aforesaid 
as above granted, shall be null and void and of no force or 
Effect Further We do in Our Name command all and sin- 
gular Our Governors, Justices, Mayors, Sheriffs, Captains, 
Marshals, Bayliffs, Keepers of all Our Goals and Prisons, 
Constables, & all other Our officers and faithfull and Liege 
Subjects whatsoever and every of them as well within Liber- 
ties and Franchises as without. That in and about the Exe- 
cution of the premisses and every of them They be aiding, 
favouring, assisting Submissive and Yield Obedience in all 
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things as is fitting to you the aforesaid Thomas Pownall 
Our Captain Geneiul and Grovemor in Chief of Our Province 
of Massachusetts Bay in New England aforesaid and to jour 
Deputy whomsoever and to all other officers by you ap- 
pointed or to be appointed of Our said Vice Admiralty in 
our Province of Massachusetts Bay in New England afore- 
said and Territories thereimto belonging and maritime parts 
of the same and thereto adjoining under pain of the Law 
and the peril which will fall thereon Given at London in 
the high Court of Our Admiralty of England aforesaid under 
the Great Seal thereof the Twenty eighth day of February 
in the Year of Our Lord One thousand seven hundred and 
fifty seven and of Our Beign the Thirtieth. 

SAM^ HILL Begister 

The Great Seal of the High Court 
of Admiralty appending. 

Crwm Commiswma, 1628-1668^ pp. 1^5-160. 
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FRANCIS BERNARD'S FIRST COMMISSION 



AS 



VICE-ADMIRAL OF THE PROVINCE OP THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAT 



12 Fbbeuaey, 1760 



4BtatBt t^t Jtetm6t hp t^ 4Birace of 4Eitb, of 4Bttat 
S^ntatn, ftamt atiH JEtelatiti Uins SDefetiHa of tj^e fastfy^ 

To our beloved Francis Bbbkabd Escp our Captain General 
and Governor in Cheif of Our Province of Massachusetts 
Bay in New England Greeting : 

We confiding very much in your Fidelity, Care and Cir- 
cumspection in this Behalf Do by these presents, which are 
to continue during our Pleasure only, Ordain, constitute and 
depute you the said ftano^ S^ertlorH Esq^ our Captain 
Greneral & Grovemor in Cheif aforesaid. Our Vice Admiral^ 
Commissary and Deputy in the Office of Vice Admiralty in 
Our Province of of^ Massachusetts Bay in New England 
aforesaid and Territory's thereon depending (in the room of 
Thomas Pownall Esq3 appointed Vice Admiral of South Caro- 
lina in America) and Territories thereon depending and in 
the maritime parts of the same and thereto adjoining what- 
soever, with power of taking and receiving all and every the 
Fees, Profits, Advantages, Emoluments, Commodity's and 
Appurtenances whatsoever due and belonging to the said 
Office of Vice Admiral Commissary & Deputy and in our 

2 Sk. 
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Province of Massachusetts Bay in New England and Terri- 
tory depending thereon & maritime parts of the same and 
adjoining to them whatsoever according to the Ordmances 
and Statutes of Our high Court of Admiralty of England. 
And We do hereby commit and grant unto you .the afore- 
said Francis Bernard Esq3 our Power and Authority in and 
throughout our Province of Massachusetts Bay in New Eng- 
land aforementioned and Territory's thereof and maritime 
parts whatsoever adjacent thereto and also throughout all 
and every the Sea Shores, Publick Streams, Ports, Fresh 
Waters, Rivers, Creeks and Arms as well of the Sea as of 
the Rivers and Coasts whatsoever of Our said Province of 
Massachusetts Bay in New England and Territory's depend- 
ant thereon and maritime Parts whatsoever of the same and 
thereto adjacent as well within Liberty's and Franchises as 
without. To take Cognizance of and proceed in all causes 
Civil and maritime and in Complaints, Contracts, Offences 
or suspected Offences Crimes Pleas, Debts, Exchanges, Ac- 
counts, Charter parties, Agreements, Suits, Trespasses, In- 
jury's Extortions and Demands and Businesses Civil and 
maritime whatsoever commenced or to be commenced be- 
tween merchants or between Owners and Proprietors of 
Ships and other Vessells and merchants or others whomso- 
ever with such Owners and Proprietors of Ships and all other 
Vessells whatsoever employed or used within the maritime 
Jurisdiction of Our Vice Admiralty of our said Province of 
Massachusetts Bay in New England and Territory's depend- 
ing on the Same or between any other Persons whomsoever 
had made, began or contracted for any Matter Thing or 
Business whatsoever done or to be done within our mari- 
time Jurisdiction aforesaid together with all and singular 
their Incidents, Emergences Dependances annexed and con- 
nexed Causes whatsoever wheresoever or howsoever, and such 
Causes, Complaints, Contracts and other the Premises above- 
said or any of them, Which may happen to arise, be con- 
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tracted, had or done to hear & determine according to the 
rights, Statutes, Laws, Ordinances and Customs antiently 
Observed, And moreover in all and singular Complaints, 
Contracts, Agreements Causes Business Civil and Maritime 
to be performed beyond the Sea or contracted there, howso- 
ever arising or hapning. And also in all and smgular other 
Causes and matters which in any manner whatsoever touch 
or any Way concern or anciently have or do or ought to be- 
long unto the maritime Jurisdiction of Our aforesaid Vice 
Admiralty in our said Province of Massachusetts Bay in 
New England and Territory's thereon depending and mari- 
time Parts thereof and to the same adjoining whatsoever, 
and generally in all and singular other Causes, Suits, Crimes, 
offences. Excesses Injury's Complaints misdeameanours or 
suspected misdemeanours Trespasses, Begratings Forestall- 
ings and Maritime Businesses whatsoever throughout the 
Places aforesaid within the maritime Jurisdiction of Our 
Vice Admiralty of Our Province of Massachusetts Bay in 
New England aforesaid and Territory's thereon depending 
by Sea or Water or the Banks or Shores of the Same howso- 
ever done, committed perpetrated or hapning, and also to 
inquire by the Oath of honest and lawful men of our said 
Province of Massachusetts Bay in New England and Terri- 
tory's dependant thereon and maritime parts of the same 
and and ^ adjoining to them whatsoever dwelling both within 
Libertys and Franchises and without as well of all and sin- 
gular such matters and Things which of right and by the 
Statutes Laws Ordinances and Customs antiently observed 
were wont and ought to be inquired after, as of Wreck of 
the Sea, and of all and singular the Groods and Chattels of 
whatsoever Traitors, Pirates, manslayors or Felons howso- 
ever offending within the maritime Jurisdiction of Our Vice 
Admiralty of Our Province of Massachusetts Bay in New 
England aforementioned and Territory's thereunto belonging 

I Sic. 
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and of the Goods, Chattels and Dehts of all and singular 
their Maintainers, accessaries, Counsellors, abettors or assis- 
tants whomsoever and also of the Goods, Debts, and Chattels 
of whatsoever other Person or Persons Felons of themselves 
by what means or howsoever coining to their Death within 
our aforesaid maritime Jurisdiction wheresoever any such 
Groods Debts and Chattels or any part thereof by Sea, Water 
or Land in Our said Province of Massachusetts Bay in New 
England and Territory's thereon dependant and maritime 
parts of the Same and thereto adjacent whatsoever as well 
within liberty's and Franchises as without have been or 
shall be found forfieted or to be forfieted or in being, And 
Moreover as well of the Groods, Debts and Chattels of what- 
soever other Traitors, Felons and Manslayers wheresoever 
offending, and of the Gkxxls Debts and Chattels of their 
maintainers, accessary's. Counsellors, Abettors or assistants 
as of the Goods Debts and Chattels of all Fugitives, Persons 
convicted, attamed, condemned, out lawed or howsoever put 
or to be put in Exigent for Treason, Felony, manslaughter 
or murther or any other ofiEence or Crime whatsoever & 
also concerning Goods waving Flotzon Jetzon, Lagon, Shares 
& Treasurer^ found or to be found Deodands and of the Goods 
of all Others whatsoever taken or to betaken as Derelict or 
by chance found or to be found or howsoever due or to be 
due and of all other Casualty's as well in upon or by the Sea 
and Shores, Creeks or Coasts of the Sea or maritime parts, 
as in upon or by all Fresh Waters, Ports Publick Streams, 
Rivers or Creeks, or Places overflown whatsoever within the 
Ebbing and Flowing of the Sea or high Water or upon the 
Shores or Banks of any of the Same within Our maritime 
Jurisdiction aforesaid howsoever whensoever or by what 
means soever arising, hapning or proceeding or wheresoever 
such Goods, Debts and Chattels or other the Premises or any 
parcel thereof may or shall happen to be met with or found 

^ Sic: TreMores. 
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within Our maritime JuriBdiction aforesaid^ and also con- 
cerning ancorage, Lastage and Ballast of Ships and of 
Fishes Royal, namely^ Sturgeons^ Whales^ Porpnsses, Dol- 
phins, Biggs & Grampusses and generally of all other Fishes 
whatsoever which are of a great or very large Bulk or Fat- 
ness anciently hy right or Custom or any Way appertaining 
or belonging to us And to ask, require levy take, collect, 
receive and obtain and to the use of us ' and of the Office of 
Our high Admiral of Great Britain aforesaid for the time 
being to keep & preserve the said Wreck of the Sea Goods 
Debts and Chattels and all and singular other the premises 
together with all and all manner of Fines, mulcts Issues 
Forfeitures Amerciaments, Bansoms and Becognizances, 
whatsoever forfeited or to be forfeited and pecuniary punish* 
ments for Trespasses Crimes, Injury's Extortions Contempts 
and other misdemeanours whatsoever howsoever imposed or 
inflicted or to be imposed or inflicted for any matter cause or 
thing whatsoever in Our said Province of Massachusetts Bay 
in New England and Territory's thereunto belonging and 
maritime parts of the aame and thereto adjoyning in any 
Court of Our Admiralty there held or to be held, presented 
or to be presented, assessed brought, forfeited or adjudged. 
And also all amerciements Issues, Fines Perquisites, Mulcts 
& pecuniary punishments whatsoever, and Forfeitures of all 
manner of Becognizances before you or your lieutenant^ 
Deputy or Deputy's in Our said Province of Massachusetts 
Bay in New England and Territory's thereunto belonging 
and maritime parts of the same and thereto adjacent what- 
soever hapniug or imposed, or to be imposed or inflicted, or 
by any means assessed, presented forfeited or adjudged or 
howsoever by reason of the Premises due or to be due in 
that Behalf to Us our Heirs and Successors and further to 
take all manner of Becognizances, Cautions, Obligations and 
Stipulations as well to our use as at the Instance of any 
Party's for agreements & Debts and other Causes whatsoever 



262 FRANCIS BEBNABD'S XIBST COMMISSION [1700" 

and to put the same in Execution and to cause & command 
them to be executed, and also to arrest and command to be 
arrested according to the Civil and maritime Laws and an- 
tient Customs of Our said Court all Ships, Persons, Things 
Goods Wares and Merchandizes for the premises and every 
of them and for other Causes whatsoever concerning the 
same, wheresoever they shall be met with or found through- 
out our said Province of Massachusetts Bay in New England 
and Territory's thereunto belonging and maritime parts 
thereof and thereto adjoining within Liberty's and Fran- 
chises or without and likewise for all other Agreements, 
Causes or Debts howsoever contracted or arising so that the 
Goods or Persons of the Debtors may be found within Our 
Jurisdiction aforesaid and to hear examine, discuss and 
finally determine the same with their Emergences^ Depend- 
ences Incidents annexed and connexed Causes and Businesses 
whatsoever together with all other Causes, Civil and mari* 
time and Complaints, Contracts and all and every the re- 
spective Premises whatsoever above expressed according to 
the* Laws and Customs aforesaid and by all other lawful 
Ways, means and methods according to the best of your 
Skill and Knowledge, and to compel all manner of persons 
in that Behalf as the Case shall require to appear and to 
answer with power of using any temporal Coertion and of 
inflicting any other Penalty or mulct according to the Laws 
and Customs aforesaid and to do and administer Justice accord- 
ing to the right Order and Course of the Law, summarily 
and plainly looking into the truth of the Fact, and to Fine, 
correct Punish Chastize and reform & imprison & cause and 
command to be imprisoned in any Goals being within Our 
Province of Massachusetts Bay in New England aforesaid 
and Territory's thereunto belonging the Party's guilty and 
the Contemners of the Law and Jurisdiction of Our Admir- 
alty aforesaid and Yiolaters usurpers. Delinquents and con- 
tumacious absenters, masters of Ships, mariners, Bowers^ 
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Fishennen Shipwrights and other Workmen & Artificers 
whatsoever exercising any Kind of maritime afiEairs accord- 
ing to the Bights Statutes, Laws Ordinances and Customs 
antiently observed, and to deliver and absolutely discharge 
and cause and command to be discharged whatsoever Per- 
sons imprisoned in such Gases who are to be delivered, and to 
preserve and cause to be preserved, the Publick Streams, 
Ports, Rivers Fresh Waters and Creeks whatsoever within 
Our maritime Jurisdiction aforesaid in what place soever 
they be in Our said Province of Massachusetts Bay in New 
England and Territory's thereunto belongmg and maritime 
parts of the same and thereto adjacent whatsoever as well 
for the Preservation of Our Navy Royal and of the Fleets 
and Vessells of Our Elingdoms and Dominions aforesaid as 
of whatsoever Fishes increasing in the Bivers and Places 
aforesaid And also to keep and cause to be executed and 
kept in Our said Province of Massachusetts Bay in New 
England and Territory's thereunto belonging and Maritime 
parts thereof and thereto adjacent whatsoever the Bights, 
Statutes, Laws, Ordinances and Customs antiently observed 
and to do, exercise, expedite and execute all and singular 
other Things in the Premises, and Every of them as they by 
right and according to Laws and Statutes Ordinances and 
Customs aforesaid should be done And moreover to reform 
nets too close and other unlawful Engines or Listiruments 
whatsoever for the Catching of Fishes wheresoever by Sea or 
Publick Streams Ports, Bivers, Fresh Waters or Creeks 
whatsoever throughout Our Province of Maassachusetts Bay 
in New England aforesaid and Territory's dependant thereon 
& maritime parts of the same & thereto adjacent used or ex- 
ercised by Water within Our maritime Jurisdiction afore- 
said wheresoever, and to punish and correct the Exercises 
and Occupiers thereof according to the Statutes, Laws Or- 
dinances and Customs aforesaid. And to pronounce, promulge 
& interpose all manner of Sentences, & Decrees and to put 
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the same in Execution with Cognizance and Jurisdiction of 
Whatsoever other Causes Civil & maritime which relate to 
the Sea or which any maimer of Ways respect or concern 
the Sea or Passage over the same or Naval or Maritime 
Voyages or our said maritime Jurisdiction or the Places or 
Limits of Our said Admiralty & Cognizance aforementioned 
and all other things done or to be done with Power abo to 
proceed in the same according to the Statutes, Laws, Ordi- 
nances and Customs aforesaid anciently used^ as well of meer 
Office mixt or promoted, as at the Instance of any party as 
the Case shall require and seem convenient and likewise 
with Cognizance & Decision of Wreck of the Sea great or 
small and of the Death, Drowning & Veiw* of dead Body's 
of all Persons, howsoever killed or drowned or murthered, or 
which shall happen to be killed drowned or murthered or by 
any other means come to their Death in the Sea or publick 
Streams, Ports, Fresh Waters or Creeks whatsoever within 
the Flowing of the Sea and high Water mark throughout 
our aforesaid Province of Massachusetts Bay in New Eng- 
land and Territory's thereunto belonging and maritime Parts 
of the same and thereto adjacent or elsewhere within our 
maritime Jurisdiction aforesaid together with the Cognizance 
of Mayhem in the aforesaid Places within Our maritime 
Jurisdiction aforesaid and Flowing of the Sea and water 
there hapning with powei; also of punishing all Delinquents 
in that Kind according to the Exigences of the Law and 
Customs aforesaid And to do, exercise, expedite and execute 
all and singular other Things which in and about the 
Premises only shall be necessary or thought meet according 
to the rights. Statutes, Laws, Ordinances and Customs afore- 
said, with power of Deputing and surrogating in your place 
for the Premises one or more Deputy or Deputy's as often as 
you shall think fit, and also with power from Time to Time 
of naming appointing, ordaining, assigning, making and con- 
stituting whatsoever other necessary, fit, and convenient Offi- 
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cers and ministers under you for the said Office and execution 
thereof in Our said Province of Massachusetts Bay in New 
England and Territory's thereunto belonging and Maritime 
parts of the same and thereto adjacent whatsoever (saving 
always the right of Our high Court of Admiralty of England 
and also the Judge and Begister of the said Court from 
whom or either of Them it is not Our Intention in any 
Thing to derogate by these Presents, and saving to every 
one who shall be wronged or greived by any Definitive Sen- 
tence or Interlocutory Decree Which shall be given in the 
Vice Admiralty Court of Our Province of Massachusetts Bay 
in New England aforesaid & Territory's thereunto belonging, 
the right of appealing to Our aforesaid high Court of Ad- 
miralty of England) Provided nevertheless and under this 
express Condition that if you the aforesaid Francis Bernard 
our Captain Greneral & Governor in Cheif aforesaid shall not 
yearly, (to wit) at the End of every year between the Feasts 
of Saint Michael the Arch Angel and AU Saints duly certify 
& cause effectually to be certified (if you shall be thereunto 
required) to Us and Our Lieutenant, official principal and 
Commissary Greneral and Special and Judge and president of 
the high Court of Our Admiralty of England aforesaid all 
that which from time to time by Virtue of these presents, 
you shall do execute, collect or receive in the Premises or 
any of them together with your full and faithful account 
thereupon to be made in an authentick Form and Sealed 
with the Seal of Our Office remaining in your Custody, that 
from thence and after default therein these Our Letters 
Patent of the Office of Vice Admiral aforesaid as above 
granted shall be null & Void and of no Force or efiEect: 
Further T/e do in Our name command all and singular our 
Governors, Justices Mayors, SherifEs, Captains, Marshalls, 
Bailiffs, Keepers of all Our (jaols and Prisons, Constables 
and all other Our Officers and faithful & leige Subjects 
whatsoever and every of them as well within Liberty^ and 
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Franchises as without that in and about the Execution of 
the Premises and every of them, They be aiding favouring, 
assisting submissive and yeild obedience in all Things as is 
litting to you the aforesaid Francis Bernard Esq' Our Cap- 
tain General & Gov* in Cheif of Our Province of Massachu- 
setts Bay in New England aforesaid and to your Deputy 
whomsoever & to all other officers (by you appointed or to 
be appointed) of Our said Vice admiralty in Our Province of 
Massachusetts Bay in New England aforesaid and Territory's 
thereunto belonging and maritime Parts of the same & 
thereto adjoining under Pain of the Law & the Peril which 
will fall thereon Given at London in the high Court of 
Our Admiralty of England foresaid under the Great Seal 
thereof the twelfth day of February in the year of Our Lord 
one thousand seven hundred & Sixty & of Our Beign the 
Thurty third 

^ OODF LEE FABBANT B^i^ 

The Great Seal of the high 1 
Court of Admiralty appending! 



Crwm Commissions, 1698-1663, pp. 185-198. 



FRANCIS BERNARD'S SECOND COMMISSION 



AS 



VICE-ADMIRAL OP THE PROVINCE OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAT 



18 May, 1761 



^tocgttfyt ditcti lip tfyt ^tatt of <B(ob of <B(nat t&xitsaOf 
ftamt atiH SrdattH Ming WdmUtt of t|^ faitfy. To our 

beloved Francis Bernard Esquire Our Captain (General and 
Gbvemor in Chief of our Provinoe of Massachusetts Bay in 
New England Chreeting 

we confiding very much in your fidelity care and circum- 
spection in this behalf^ do by these presents which are to 
continue during our Pleasure only ordain constitute and 
depute you the said jpcastctjet 523entatll Esquire Our Captam 
General and Governor in Chief aforesaid Our Vice Admiral^ 
Commissary and deputy in the Office of Vice Admiralty in 
our Province of Massachusetts Bay in New England afore- 
said and Territories thereon depending and in the Maritime 
parts of the same and thereto Adjoining whatsoever — And 
the remainder of the Commission is of the same Tenor as 
that recorded in this Book from^page 185 to page 193 Con- 
cluding as follows^ — Given at London m the high Court 
of Admiralty of England aforesaid under the Great Seal 
thereof the eighteenth day of May in the Year of our Lord 

^ 8ee pp. 267-286 anU* 
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One Thousand Seven hundred and Sixty one^ And of Our 
Beign the first. 

GODP LEE FARRANT Register 

The Great Seal of the high Court of Admiralty Appending 

Examined 

A Oliver Setf^ 

Crown Cammiamns, 1628-1663^ p. 907. 



Picvince of Mass* Bay ) 
November 26, 1761 ) 

His Excellency Francis Bernard Esq' having published his 
Commissions from his present Majesty to be Captain General and 
Governor in Chief of his Province of Massachusetts Bay and Vice 
Admiral of the same took the Oaths appointed by Act of Parlia- 
ment to be taken instead of the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, 
repeated and subscribed the Test or Declaration therein contained 
together with the Oath of Abjuration ; and an Oath that He would 
do his utmost that all the Causes, Matters and Things contained in 
the Acts of Parliament passed as well since as before the enacting 
of the Act of the 7^ and 8^ of William the Third and at this time 
in Force relating to the Colonies and Plantations, and that all and 
every the Clauses contained in the said Act intidedr An Act for 
preventing Frauds and regulating the Abuses in the Plantation 
Trade be punctually and bona fide observed according to the true 
intent and meaning thereof : and that He would faithfully perform 
the Duties olthe Office of Captain Greneral and Grovemor in Chief, 
and Vice Admiral of the Province aforesaid according to the best 
of his Judgment and Skill which Oaths were taken in the presence 
of the Council and House of Representatives — as also as the 
Royal Charter directs before 

T : HUTCHINSON Lieu* Gov' 

Crotm CimmiMMMt 1628-166S, pp. 1B07-1S08. 






THOMAS HUTCHINSON'S COMMISSION 

VICE-ADMIRAL OP THE PROVINCE OP THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAT 

4 Janttaby, 1771 



COM* TO T. HUTCHINSON B8Q* TO BB VICE ADIOBAL OB 

MASS^ BAY 

4B(eotge tfyt C^ hp tfyt ^veat of ^tit of ^vtat 
J&ntain, ftemtt atiH SrdatOi Ikmg befietdier of t^t f aitfi^ 

To our beloved Thomas Hutchinson Esquire our Captain 
General and Governor in Chief of our Province of Massa- 
chusetts Bay in America Oreeting; 

We confiding very much in your fidelity, care & circum- 
spection in this behalf, do by these presents which are to con- 
tinue during our pleasure only, Ordam, Constitute and depute 
you the said C^omajf I^ u td^lt H on Esq' our Captain General 
and Governor in Chief aforesaid, our Vice Admiral, Com- 
missary and Deputy in the ofiBice of Vice Admiralty in our 
Province of Massachusetts Bay in America aforesaid and 
Territories thereon depending in the room of Sir Francis 
Bernard Baronet, and in the maritime parts of the same 
and thereto adjoining whatsoever, with power of taking and 
receiving all and every the Pees, profits advantages, emolu- 
ments, Commodities and appurtenances whatsoever due and 
belonging to the said OfiBice of Vice Admiral, Commissary 
and Deputy in our said Province of Massachusetts Bay in 
America and Territories dependant thereon & maritime parts 
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of the same and adjoining to them whatsoever according to 
the Ordinances and Statutes of our high Court of Admiralty 
of England ; And we do hereby commit and grant unto you 
the aforesaid Thomas Hutchinson Esq' our power and au- 
thority in and throughout our Province of Massachusetts 
Bay in America aforementioned and Territories thereof and 
maritime parts whatsoever adjacent thereto, and also through- 
out all and every the Shores, Public Streams, Ports, fresh 
Waters, Rivers, Creeks and Arms as well of the Sea as of 
the Bivers and Coasts whatsoever of our said Province of 
Massachusetts Bay in America and Territories dependant 
thereon and maritime parts whatsoever of the same and 
thereto adjacent as well within Liberties and Franchises as 
without to take Cognizance of and proceed in all Causes 
Civil and Maritime and in Complaints, Contracts, Offences 
or suspected ofiEences, Crimes, pleas, Debts, exchanges, ac- 
counts. Charter parties. Agreements, Suits, Trespasses, In- 
juries, extortions and demands and businesses Civil and 
maritime whatsoever commenced or to be commenced be- 
tween Merchants, or between Owners and Proprietors of 
Ships and other Vessels and Merchants or others whomsoever 
with such owners and Proprietors of Ships and all other 
Vessels whatsoever imployed or used within the maritime 
Jurisdiction of our Vice Admiralty of our said Province of 
Massachusetts Bay in America and Territories depending on 
the same or between any other Persons whomsoever, had, 
made, begun or contracted for any matter, thing, cause or 
business whatsoever done or to be done within our Maritime 
Jurisdiction aforesaid, together with all and singular their 
Incidents Emergencies dependencies annexed and connexed, 
Causes whatsoever, wheresoever or howsoever, and such Causes, 
Complaints, Contracts and other the premises abovesaid or 
any of them which may happen to arise, be contracted had 
or done, to hear and determine according to the Bights, 
Statutes, Laws, Ordinances & Customs anciently observed. 
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And moreover in all and singular Complaints, Contracts, 
Agreements, Causes and Businesses Civil and Maritime to 
be performed beyond the Sea or contracted there howsoever 
arising or happening and also in all and singular other 
Causes & matters which in any manner whatsoever touch or 
any way concern or anciently have and do or ought to be- 
long unto the Maritime Jurisdiction of our aforesaid Vice 
Admiralty in our said Province of Massachusetts Bay in 
America and Territories depending thereon and Maritime 
parts thereof and to the same adjoining whatsoever and gen- 
erally in all and singular all other Causes, Suits, Crimes, 
Offences, Excesses Injuries, Complaints, misdemeanours or 
suspected misdemeanours, Trespasses, Regratings, Forestall- 
ings and Maritime Businesses whatsoever throughout the 
places aforesaid within the Maritime Jurisdiction of our Vice 
Admiralty of our Province of Massachusetts Bay in America 
aforesaid and Territories thereon depending by Sea or water or 
the Banks or Shores of the same howsoever done, committed, 
perpetrated or happening, and also to enquire by the Oaths 
of honest and lawful men of our said Province of Massachu- 
setts Bay in America and Territories dependant thereon and 
Maritime parts of the same and adjoining to them whatso- 
ever dwelling both within Liberties and Franchises and 
without as well of all & singular such matters and things 
which of right and by the Statutes, Laws, Ordinances and 
Customs anciently observed were wont and ought to be 
inquired after as of Wreck of the Sea and of all and singular 
the Goods and Chattels of whatsoever Traitors, Pirates, 
Manslayers and Felons howsoever offending within the Mar- 
itime Jurisdiction of our Vice Admiralty of our Province of 
Massachusetts Bay in America aforementioned and Territo- 
ries thereunto belonging and of the Goods, Chattels and 
Debts of all and singular their maintainers, accessaries, Coun- 
cellors, abettors or assistants whomsoever and also of the 
Goods, Debts and Chattels of whatsoever person or persons, 
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Felons of themselves by what means or howsoever coming 
to their Death within our aforesaid Maritime Jurisdiction 
wheresoever any such Goods^ debts & Chattels or any parcel 
thereof by Sea, Water, or Land in our said Province of 
Massachusetts Bay in America aforementioned and Territo- 
ries thereon dependant and maritime parts of the same and 
thereto adjacent whatsoever as well within Liberties and 
Franchises as without, have been or shall be found forfeited 
or to be forfeited or in being. And moreover as well of the 
Goods, Debts and Chattels of whatsoever Traitors Felons 
and Manslayers wheresoever offending and of the Goods, 
Debts and Chattels of their maintainers, accessaries, Coun- 
sellors, abettors or assistants as of the Groods, Debts and 
Chattels of all Fugitives, Persons Convicted, attainted, con- 
demned, outlawed or howsoever put or to be put in exigent 
for Treason, Felony, Manslaughter or Murder or any other 
offence or Crime whatsoever, and also concerning Groods 
waving Flotzen Jetzon Lagon Shares and Treasure found or 
to be found Deodands and of the Goods of all others whatso- 
ever taken or to be taken as Derelict or by chance found or 
to be found or howsoever due or to be due, and of all other 
Casualty's as well in, upon or by the Sea and Shores, Creeks 
or Coasts of the Sea or Maritime parts as in upon or by all 
Fresh waters, Ports, public Streams, Rivers or Creeks or 
places overflown whatsoever within the ebbing and flowing 
of the Sea or high water or upon the Shores or Banks of 
any of the same within our Maritime Jurisdiction aforesaid 
howsoever whensoever or by what means soever arising hap- 
pening or proceeding or wheresoever such Goods Debts & 
Chattels or other the premises or any parcel thereof may or 
shall happen to be met with or found within our Maritime 
Jurisdiction aforesaid and also concerning Anchorage, Last- 
age and Ballast of Ships and of Fishes Royal, namely, Stur- 
geons, Whales, Porpusses, Dolphins^ Riggs and Crampusses ^ 

^ Sie. 
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and generally of all other Fishes whatsoever which are of a 
great or Very large bulk or fatness anciently by right or 
custom, or any appertaining or belonging to us, And to ask, 
require, levy take, collect receive and obtain and to the use 
of us and the ofiBice of our high Admiral of Great Britain 
aforesaid for the time being to keep and preserve the said 
Wreck of the Sea and the (roods, Debts and Chattels and all 
and singular other the premises, together with all and all 
manner of Fines, Mulcts, Issues, forfeitures, amerciaments, 
Bansoms and Becognizances whatsoever forfeited or to be 
forfeited and pecuniary punishments for Trespasses, Crimes, 

whatsoever howsoever imposed or inflicted or to be imposed 
or inflicted for any matter Cause or thing whatsoever in our 
said Province of Massachusetts Bay in America and Territo- 
ries thereunto belonging and maritime parts of the same and 
thereto adjoining in any Court of our Admiralty there held 
or to be held presented, or to be presented assessed brought' 
forfeited or adjudged and also all amerciaments, Issues, 
Fines, perquisites, mulcts and pecuniary punishments what- 
soever and forfeitures of all manner of Becognizances before 
you or your Lieutenant, Deputy or Deputys in our said 
Province of Massachusetts Bay in America and Territories 
thereunto belonging and maritime parts of the same and 
thereto adjacent whatsoever, happening or imposed or to be 
imposed or inflicted or by any means assessed, presented, f or^ 
feited or adjudged or howsoever by reason of the premises 
due or to be due in that behalf to us or our Heirs and Suc- 
cessors. And further to take all manner of recognizances, 
Cautions, obligations and Stipulations as well to our use as 
at the instance of any parties for agreements or Debts and 
other Causes whatsoever and to put the same into execution 
and to cause and command them to be executed. And also 
to Arrest and Cause & Command to be Arrested according 
to the Civil & Maritime Laws and ancient Customs of our 
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said Court all Ships, Persons, things, (Joods, Wares and 
Merchandizes for the premises and every of them and for 
other Causes whatsoever concerning the same wheresoever 
they shall be met' with or found throughout our said Province 
of Massachusetts Bay in America and Territories thereunto 
belonging and Maritime parts thereof and thereto adjoining 
within Liberties and Franchises as without and likewise for 
all other agreements, Causes or Debts howsoever contracted 
or arising so that the Goods of the persons of the Debtors 
may be found within our Jurisdiction aforesaid, and to hear, 
examine, diacuas and finally determine the same with their 
Emergencies, dependencies, Incidents annexed and connexed 
Causes and Businesses whatsoever together with all other 
Causes, Civil & Maritime and Complaints, Contracts and 
all and every the respective premises whatsoever above ex- 
pressed according to the Laws and Customs aforesaid and 
by all other lawful ways means and methods according to 
the best of your skill and Enowlege, and to compel all man- 
ner of Persons in that behalf as the Case shall require to 
appear and to answer with power of using any temporal Co- 
ertion and of inflicting any other penalty or mulct according 
to the Laws and Customs aforesaid and to do and minister 
Justice according to the right order and course of the Law 
summarily and plainly looking only into the truth of the 
Fact, and to Fine, Correct, punish, chastize and reform and 
imprison and cause and command to be imprisoned in any 
Goals being within our Province of Massachusetts Bay in 
America aforesaid and Territories thereunto belongmg the 
parties guilty and the contemners of the Law and the Juris- 
diction of our Admiralty aforesaid and violaters, usurpers, 
delinquents and contumacious absenters, masters of Ships, 
mariners. Bowers Fishermen, Shipwrights and other Work- 
men and artifices^ whatsoever exercising any kind of maritime 
affairs according to the Rights Statutes, Laws, Ordinances 

^ Sic: artiilosEB. 
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and Customs anciently observed and to deliver and abso* 
lutely discharge and cause and command to be discharged 
whatsoever persons imprisoned in such cases who are to be 
delivered and to preserve and cause to be preserved the Public 
Streams, Ports, Rivers, fresh waters and Creeks whatsoever 
within our Maritime Jurisdiction aforesaid in whatsoever 
place they be in our Province of Massachusetts Bay in Amer- 
ica aforesaid and Territories thereunto belonging and mari- 
time parts of the same and thereto adjacent whatsoever as 
well for the preservation of our Navy Boyal and of the 
Fleets and Vessels of our Kingdoms and Dominions aforesaid 
of whatsoever Fishes increasing in the Rivers and places 
aforesaid and also to keep and cause to be executed and kept 
in our Province of Massachusetts Bay in America and Terri- 
tories thereunto belonging and maritime parts thereof and 
thereto adjacent whatsoever the Rights, Statutes Laws, Ordi- 
nances and Customs anciently observed and to do exercise, 
expedite and execute all & singular other things in the 
piemiaes and every of them as they by right and according 
to the Laws & Statutes, Ordinances and Customs aforesaid 
should be done and moreover to reform nets too close and 
other unlawful Engines or Instruments whatsoever for the 
catching of Fishes wheresoever by Sea or public Streams, 
Ports, Rivers, Fresh waters or Creeks whatsoever throughout 
or ^ Province of Massachusetts Bay in America aforesaid and 
Territories dependant thereon and maritime parts of the 
same and thereto adjacent used or exercised by Water within 
our Maritime Jurisdiction aforesaid wheresoever and to pun- 
ish and correct the exercisers and occupiers thereof according 
to the Statutes, Laws, Ordinances and Customs aforesaid, 
and to pronounce, promulge & interpose all manner of Sen- 
tences & Decrees and to put the same in Execution with 
cognizance and Jurisdiction of whatsoever other Causes Civil 
and Maritime which relate to the Sea or which any manner or 

I Sk: our* 
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ways respect or concern the Sea or passage over the same or 
Naval or maritime Voyages or our said maritime Jurisdic- 
tion or the places or limits of our said Admiralty and Cog- 
nizance aforementioned and all other things done or to be 
done, with power also to proceed in the same according to 
the Statutes^ Laws, Ordinances and Customs aforesaid an- 
ciently used as well of meer office mixt or promoted as at 
the instance of any party as the case shall require and seem 
convenient and likewise with Cognizance and decision of 
Wreck of the Sea great or small, and of the death, drowning 
and view of dead Bodies of all Persons howsoever killed or 
drowned or murthered or whicli shall happen to be killed 
drowned or murthered or by any other means come to their 
death in the Sea or public Streams, Ports, Fresh waters or 
Creeks whatsoever within the flowing of the Sea & high 
water mark throughout our aforesaid Province of Massachu- 
setts Bay in America and Territories thereunto belonging and 
maritime parts of the same and thereto adjacent or else-^ 
where within our maritime Jurisdiction aforesaid together 
with the Cognizance of Mayhem in the aforesaid places 
within our maritime Jurisdiction aforesaid and flowing of 
the Sea and water there happening with power also of pun- 
ishing all delinquents in that kind according to the exigen- 
cies of the Law and Customs aforesaid And to do exercise, 
expedite and execute all and singular other things which in 
and about the premises only shall be necessary or thought 
Jkeet according to the Rights, Statutes, Laws, Ordinances 
and Customs aforesaid with power of deputing & Surrogating 
in your place for the premises one or more Deputy or Depu- 
ties as often as you shall think fit And also with power from 
time to time of naming, appointing ordaining, assigning 
making and constituting whatsoever other necessary fit & 
convenient officers and ministers under you for the said office 
and execution thereof in our said Province of Massachusetts 
Bay in America and Territories thereunto belonging and 
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maritime parts of the same and thereto adjacent whatsoever 
Saving always the Right of our high Court of Admiralty of 
Efigland and also of the Judge and Registrar of the said 
Court from whom or either of them it is not our intention in 
any thing to derogate by these presents and saving to every 
one who shall be wronged or grieved by any definite Sen- 
tence or Interlocutory Decree which shall be given in the 
Vice Admiralty Court of our Province of Massachusetts Bay 
in America aforesaid and Territories thereunto belonging the 
right of appealing to our aforesaid high Court of Admiralty 
of England Provided nevertheless and under this express 
condition that if you the aforesaid Thomas Hutchinson Es- 
' quire our Captain General and Governor in Chief aforesaid 
shall not yearly (to wit) at the end of every year between 
the Feasts of S^ Michael the Archangel and all Saints duly 
certify and cause to be effectually certified, if you shall be 
thereunto required, to us and our Lieutenant official principal 
and Commissary General and special and Judge and Presi- 
dent of the high Court of our Admiralty of England afore- 
said all that which from time to time by virtue of these 
presents you shall do execute, collect or receive in the prem- 
ises or any of them, together with your full and faithful ac- 
count thereupon to be made in an authentic form and Sealed 
with the Seal of our office remaining in your Custody that 
from thence and after default therein these our Letters Pat- 
ent of the office of Vice Admiral aforesaid as above granted 
shall be null and void and of no force or effect — Further 
We do in our name Command all and singular our Grovem- 
ors. Justices, Mayors, Sheriffs, Captains, Marshalls, Bailifb, 
Keepers of all our Goals and Prisons, Constables and all 
other our officers and faithful and liege Subjects whatsoever 
and every of them as well within Liberties and Franchises as 
without that in & about the execution of the premises and 
every of them they be aiding, favouring, assisting submissive 
and yield obedience in all things as is fitting to you the 
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aforesaid Thomas Hutchinson Esq' our Captain General and 
Groyemor in Chief of our Province of Massachusetts Bay in 
America aforesaid and to your Deputy whomsoever and to all 
other officers (by you appointed or to be appointed) of our said 
Vice Admiralty in our Province of Massachusetts Bay in 
America aforesaid and Territories thereunto belonging & 
Maritime parts of the same and thereto adjoining under pain 
of the Law and the peril which will fall thereon. Given at 
London in the high Court of our admiralty of England afore- 
said under the Great Seal thereof the fourth day of January 
in the year of our Lord One thousand seven hundred and 
seventy one and of our Beign the Eleventh* 

GODF: LEE FARBANT Registrar ; 

Great Seal of the high Court > 
of admiralty appending 3 

Exam^ p !»• Cotton D, Sec^ 
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George t^ C[|ttti Bp t^ 4Btatt of ^oti of 4^ttat 5&ntaittt 
fcante atiD Stdanti fking ttefetOieir of t^ f mti^ To our 

beloved the hon^^* Thomas Gage Esquire Lieutenant General 
of our Forces and our Captain (General and Grovemor in 
Chief of our Province of Massachusetts Bay in America 
Gfreeting. 

We confiding very much in your fidelity care and circum- 
spection in this behalf do by these presents which are to con- 
tinue during our pleasure only^ ordain, constitute and depute 
you the said CJ^oiuajt 4£iast Esquire our Captain General 
and Grovemor in Chief aforesaid, our Vice Admiral Com- 
missary and Deputy in the office of Vice Admiralty in 
our Province of Massachusetts Bay in America aforesaid and 
Territories thereon depending in the room of Thomas Hutch- 
inson Esq' and in the Maritime parts of the same and thereto 
adjoining whatsoever with power of taking and receiving all 
and every of the Fees, profits, advantages, emoluments Com- 
modities and appurtenances whatsoever due and belonging 
to the said office of Vice Admiral, Commissary and Deputy 
in our said Province of Massachusetts Bay in America 
and Territories dependant thereon and maritime parts 
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of the same and adjoining to them whatsoever accord- 
ing to the Ordinances and Statutes of our high Court of 
Admiralty of England and We do hereby commit and grant 
unto you the aforesaid Thomas Gage Esquire our power and 
authority in and throughout our Province of Mass* Bay in 
America aforementioned and Territories thereof and mari- 
time parts whatsoever adjacent thereto and also throughout 
all and every the Sea shores, public streams, Ports, fresh 
waters, Bivers, Creeks and Arms as well of the sea as of the 
Bivers and Coasts whatsoever of our said Province of Massa* 
chusetts Bay in America and Territories dependant thereon 
& maritime parts whatsoever of the same and thereto ad- 
jacent as well within liberties and franchises as without to 
take cognizance of and proceed in all causes Civil & Maritime 
and in Complaints, Contracts, offences or suspected offences, 
Crimes, pleas, debts. Exchanges, accoimts. Charter parties, 
agreements. Suits, trespasses, injuries, extortions and de- 
mands and businesses Civil and Maritune whatsoever com- 
menced or to be commenced between Merchants or between 
owners and proprietors of Ships and other Vessels and Mer- 
chants or others whomsoever with such owners and proprie- 
tors of Ships 'and all other Vessels whatsoever employed or 
used within the maritime Jurisdiction of our Vice Admiralty 
of our said Province of Massachusetts Bay in America afore- 
mentioned and Territories depending on the same or between 
any other persons whomsoever had, made began or contracted 
for any matter, thing, cause or business whatsoever done or 
to be done within our maritime Jurisdiction aforesaid, to- 
, gether with all and singular .the incidents, emergencies, 
dependencies annexed and connexed causes whatsoever 
wheresoever or howsoever and such Causes, Complaints, 
Contracts and other the premises abovesaid or any of them 
which may happen to arise be contracted had or done to 
hear and determine according to the Bights Statutes, Laws 
Ordinances and Customs anciently observed and moreover 
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in all and singular complaints, contracts, agreements, causes 
and businesses civil and maritime to be performed beyond 
the Sea or contracted there howsoever arising happening and 
also in all and singular other Causes and matters which in 
any matter whatsoever touch or any way concern or anciently 
have & do or ought to belong unto the Maritime Jurisdiction 
of our aforesaid Vice Admiralty in our said Province of 
Massachusetts Bay in America and Territories thereon de- 
pending and Maritime parts thereof and to the same adjoin- 
ing whatsoever and generally in all and singular other 
Causes, Suits, Crimes, offences, Excesses, injuries, com- 
plaints, misdemeanors or suspected misdemeanors Tres- 
passes, regratings, forestaUings and Maritime businesses 
whatsoever throughout the places aforesaid within the 
maritime Jurisdiction of our Vice Admiralty of our Province 
of Massachusetts Bay in America aforesaid and Territories 
thereon depending by Sea or water or the Banks or Shores 
of the same howsoever done, committed, perpetrated or hap- 
pening And also to enquire by the Oath of honest and lawful 
Men of our said Province of Massachusetts Bay in America 
and Territories dependant thereon & maritime parts of the 
same and adjoining to them whatsoever dwelHng hath within 
liberties and franchises and without as well of all and singu- 
lar such matters and things which of right and by the Stat- 
utes Laws and Ordinances and customs anciently observed 
were wont and ought to be enquired after as of Wreck of 
the Sea and of all and singular the Groods and Chattels of 
whatsoever Traitors Pirates, manslayers and Felons howso- 
ever offending within the Maritime Jurisdiction of our Vice 
Admiralty of our Province of Massachusetts Bay in America 
aforementioned and Territories thereunto belonging and of 
the Goods, Chattels and debts of all and singular their main- 
tainers, accessaries, counsellors, abettors or assistants whom- 
soever And also of the Goods, debts and Chattels of whatso- 
ever person or persons, felons of themselves by what means 
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or howsoever ooming to their death within our aforesaid 
Maritime Jurisdiction wheresoever any such Goods, debts & 
Chattels or any parcel thereof by Sea, Water or Land in 
our said Province of Mass* Bay in America and Territories 
thereon dependant and maritime parts of the same and 
thereto adjacent whatsoever as well within liberties and 
franchises as without have been or shall be found for- 
feited or to be forfeited or in being And moreover as well 
of the Goods, debts apd Chattels of whatsoever other Traitors, 
felons & manslayers wheresoever offending and of the Goods, 
debts and Chattels of their maintainers, accessaries, Coun- 
cellors abettors or assistants as of the Groods, debts and Chat- 
tels of all fugitives, persons convicted attainted, condemned, 
outlawed or howsoever put or to be put in exigent for Treason 
Felony, Manslaughter or Murder or any other offence or crime 
whatsoever And also concerning Groods waving flotson Jetson 
Lagon shares and treasure found or to be found deodands and 
of the Goods of all others whatsoever taken or to be taken 
as derelict or by chance found or to be found or howsoever 
done or to be done and of all other casualties as well in upon 
or by the Sea and Shores Creeks or Coasts of the Sea or 
Maritime parts as in upon or by aU fresh waters, ports, pub- 
lie streams Rivers or Creeks or places overflown whatsoever 
within the ebbing and flowing of the Sea or high water or upon 
the shores or Banks of any of the same within our maritime 
Jurisdiction aforesaid howsoever whensoever or by what means 
soever arising happening or proceeding or wheresoever such 
Goods debts and Chattels or other the premises or any parcel 
thereof may or shall happen to be met with or found within 
our maritime Jurisdiction aforesaid And also concerning 
Anchorage, lastage and ballast of Ships and of Fishes Royal 
namely Sturgeons, Whales, porpusses, dolphins, Riggs and 
Crampusses ^ & generally of all other Fishes whatsoever which 
are of a great or very large bulk or fatness anciently by 

I Sie. 
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right or custom or any way appertaining or belonging to us 
and to ask require levy take collect receive and obtain and 
to the use of us and the office of our high admiral of Great 
Britain aforesaid for the time being to keep and preserve the 
said Wreck of the Sea and the Goods, debts and chattels 
and all and singular other the premises together with all 
and all manner of fines, mulcts, issues, forfeitures, amercia- 
ments, ransoms and recognizances whatsoever forfeited or to 
be forfeited and pecuniary punishments for Trespasses 
crimes injuries, extortions, contempts and other misde- 
meanors whatsoever howsoever imposed or inflicted or to 
be imposed or inflicted for any matter cause or thing what- 
soever in our said Province of Massachusetts Bay in America 
and Territories thereunto belonging and maritime parts of 
the same and thereto adjoining in any Court of our Ad- 
miralty there held or to be held presented or to be presented 
assessed brought forfeited or adjudged and also all amer- 
ciaments, issues, fines, perquisites, mulcts and pecuniary 
punishments whatsoever and forfeitures of all manner of 
Recognizances before you or your Lieutenant, deputy or 
deputies in our said Province of Massachusetts Bay in 
America and Territories thereunto belonging and maritime 
parts of the same and thereto adjacent whatsoever happen- 
ing or imposed or to be imposed or inflicted or by any means 
assessed presented, forfeited or adjudged or howsoever by 
reason of the premises due or to be due in that behalf to us 
or our Heirs and successors. And further to take all man- 
ner of Recognizances, cautions, obligations and stipulations 
as well to our use as at the instance of any parties for 
agreements or debts and other causes whatsoever and to put 
the same in execution and to cause and command them to be 
executed And also to Arrest and cause and command to be 
arrested according to the Civil and maritime Laws and 
ancient custom of our said Court all Ships, persons, things 
Goods Wares & Merchandizes for the premises and every of 
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them and for other causes whatsoever concerning the same 
wheresoever they shall he met with or found throughout our 
said Province of Massachusetts Bay in America and Terri- 
tories thereunto belonging and maritime parts thereof and 
thereto adjoining as well within the liberties and franchises 
as without and likewise for all other agreements, causes or 
debts howsoever contracted or arising so that the Goods or the 
persons of the Debtors may be found within our Jurisdiction 
aforesaid and to hear examine, discuss and finally determine 
the same with their emergencies dependances incidents an- 
nexed and connexed causes and businesses whatsoever 
together with all other causes civil and maritime and 
complaints contracts and all and every the respective prem- 
ises whatsoever above expressed according to the Laws and 
customs aforesaid and by all other lawful ways means and 
methods according to the best of your skill and knowledge 
and to compel all manner of persons in that behalf as the 
case shall require to appear and to answer with power of 
using any temporal correction and of inflicting any other 
penalty or mulct according to the Laws and customs afore- 
said and to do and minister Justice according to the right 
order and course of the Law summarily and plainly looking 
only into the truth of the fact And to fine correct punish 
chastize and reform & imprison and cause and command to 
be imprisoned m any Goals being within our Province of 
Massachusetts Bay in America aforesaid and Territories 
thereunto belonging the parties guilty and the contemners 
of the Law and Jurisdiction of our Admiralty aforesaid and' 
violaters, usurpen^. delinquents and contumacious absenters 
Masters of Ships, Mariners, Bowers, fishermen. Shipwrights 
and other workmen and artificers whatsoever exercising any 
kind of maritime afEairs according to the rights, Statutes, 
Laws or Ordinances and customs anciently observed and to 
deliver and absolutely discharge and cause and command to 
be discharged whatsoever persons imprisoned in such cases 
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who are to be delivered And to preserve and cause to be pre- 
served the pablic streams, Ports, Rivers, fresh waters and 
Creeks whatsoever within our maritime Jurisdiction afore- 
said in what place soever they be in our said Province of 
Massachusetts Bay in America and Territories thereunto 
belonging and maritime parts of the same and thereto 
adjacent whatsoever as well for the preservation of our 
Navy Royal and of the Fleets and Vessels of our Kingdoms 
and dominions aforesaid as of whatsoever fishes increasing 
in the Rivers and places aforesaid* And also to keep and 
cause to be executed and kept in our said Province of Massa- 
chusetts Bay in America and Territories thereunto belonging 
. and maritime parts thereof and thereto adjacent whatsoever 
the rights Statutes Laws Ordinances and customs anciently 
observed, and to exercise expedite and execute all and singu- 
lar other things in the premises and every of them as they 
by right & according to the Laws and Statutes ordinances 
and customs aforesaid should be done. And moreover to 
reform Nets too close and other unlawful Engines or instru- 
ments whatsoever for the catching of Fishes wheresoever by 
Sea or public streams Ports, Rivers Fresh Waters or Creeks 
whatsoever throughout our Province of Massachusetts Bay 
in America afores^" and Territories dependant thereon and 
maritime parts of the same and thereto adjacent used or 
exercised by Water within our maritime Jurisdiction afore- 
said wheresoever and to punish and correct the exercisers 
and occupiers thereof according to the Statutes Laws ordi- 
nances and customs aforesaid and to pronounce, promulge 
and interpose all manner of Sentences and Decrees and to 
put the same in execution with Cognizance and jurisdiction 
of whatsoever other causes civil and maritime which relate 
to the Sea or which any manner of ways respect or concern 
the Sea or passage over the same or Naval or Maritime voy- 
ages or our said maritime Jurisdiction or the places or. limits 
of our said Admiralty and cognizance aforementioned and all 
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other things done or to be done with power also to proceed 
in the same according to the Statutes Laws Ordinances and 
customs aforesaid anciently used as well of meer office mixt 
or promoted as at the instance of any party as the case shall 
require and seem convenient and likewise with cognizance 
and decision of Wreck of the Sea great or small and of the 
death drowning and view of Seas, bodies of all persons how- 
soever killed or murdered or which shall happen to be killed 
drowned or murdered or by any other means come to their 
death in the Sea or public streams Ports fresh waters or 
Creeks whatsoever within the flowing of the Sea and high 
water mark throughout our aforesaid Province of Massachu- 
setts Bay in America and Territories thereunto belonging 
and maritime parts of the same and thereto adjacent or 
elsewhere within our Maritime Jurisdiction aforesaid together 
with the cognizance of Mayhem in the aforesaid places 
within our Maritime Jurisdiction aforesaid and flowing of 
the Sea and water there happening with power also of pun- 
ishing all delmquents in that kind according to the exigencies 
of the Law and customs aforesaid And to do exercise, expe- 
dite and execute all and singular other things which in and 
about the premises only shall be necessary or thought meet 
according to the Rights Statutes Laws, Ordinances and cus- 
toms aforesaid with power of deputing and surrogating in 
your place for the premises one or more deputy or deputies 
as often as you shall think fit and also with power from time 
to time of naming appointing ordaining assigning making 
and constituting whatsoever other necessary fit and con- 
venient officers and Ministers under you for the said office 
and execution thereof in our said Province of Massachusetts 
Bay in America and Territories thereunto belonging and 
maritime parts of the same and thereto adjacent whatsoever 
(saving always the right of our high Court of Admiralty of 
England and also of the Judge and Registrar of the said 
Court from whom or either of them it is not our intention 
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in any thing to derogate by these presents and saving to 
every one who shall be wronged or aggrieved by any defini- 
tive Sence ^ or interlocutory decree which shall be given in the 
high admiralty Court of our Province of Massachusetts Bay 
aforesaid and Territories thereunto belonging the right of 
appealing to our aforesaid high Court of Admiralty of 
England). Provided nevertheless and under this express 
condition that if you the aforesaid Thomas Gage Esquire 
our Captain General and Grovemor in Chief aforesaid shall 
not yearly (to wit) at the end of every year between the 
Feasts of Saint Michael the Archangel and all Saints duly 
certify and cause to be effectually certified (if you shall be 
thereunto required) to us and our Lieutenant official prin- 
cipal and Commissary (General and special & Judge and 
President of the high Court of our Admiralty of England 
aforesaid all that which from time to time by virtue of these 
presents you shall do execute collect or receive in the prem- 
ises or any of them together with your full & faithful account 
thereupon to be made in an authentic form and sealed with 
the Seal of our Office remaining in your custody that from 
thence and after default therein these our Letters Patent of 
the office of Vice Admiral aforesaid as above granted shall 
be null and void and of no force or effect. Further We do 
in our name command all and singular our Governors, Jus- 
tices, Mayors Sheriffs Captains Marshals, Bailiffs keepers of 
all our Jails and Prisons Constables and all other our officers 
& faithful and liege Subjects whatsoever and every of them 
as well within liberties & franchises as without that in and 
about the execution of the premises and every of them they 
be aiding, favouring, assisting, submissive and yield obedience 
in all things as is fitting to you the aforesaid Thomas Gage 
Esq' our Captain General and Grovemor in chief of our Prov- 
ince of the Massachusetts Bay in America aforesaid and your 
deputy whomsoever and to all other officers (by you appointed 

1 Sie: Sentenoe. 
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or to be appointed of our said Vice Admiralty in our Prov- 
ince of Mass* Bay in America aforesaid and Territories there- 
unto belonging and maritime parts of the same and thereto 
adjoining under pain of the Law and the peril which will 
fall thereon. Given at London in the high Court of our 
Admiralty of England aforesaid under the Great Seal thereof 
the fifth day of April in the year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and seventy four and of our Bei^ the 
fourteenth. 

GODF: LEE FABBANT Begistrar 

Crwin Canmissum, 1677-1774, jyp. 143-150. 



COMMISSIONS 

OF THE 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OP THE 
TERRITORY AND DOMINION OF 

NEW ENGLAND 
1688 

AND OF THE 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNORS OP THE 

PROVINCE OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAY 

1702-1774 



FEANCIS NICHOLSON^S COMMISSION 

AS 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF THE TERRITORY AND 

DOMINION OP NEW ENGLAND 

20 Apsil, 1688 



20 APRIL 1686 COMMISSION TO CAP* NICHOLSON TO BE L* 

GOV» OF NEW ENGLAND 

^eantfi t^t Jlbttaaiiy ^t. To Our Trusty and Welbeloved 
Capt Francis Nicholson Greeting. 

Whereas by Our Commission under Our Great Seal of Eng- 
land bearing date the 7^ day of this instant Aprill, Wee have 
thought fit to Constitute and appoint Our Trusty and welbe- 
loved S' Edmund Andros Kn* Our Capt. Generall and Gover- 
nor in Cheif of Our Territory and Dominion of New England 
in America ; And whereas Wee repose a Speciall Trust and 
Confidence in yo' Loyalty Courage and circumspection, Wee 
do by these Presents Constitute and appoint ||0U to be Our 
Lieutenant Governor of Our said Territory and Dominion of 
New England, To have, hold, exercise and enjoy the said 
Place and Office for and during Our Pleasure, with all Bights, 
Priviledges Profits and advantages to the same belonging & 
appertaining. 

And in Case of the death or absence of the S' Edm. An- 
dros Wee do hereby authorize and require you to Execute 
and perform all & singular the Powers and directions Con- 
teined in Our said Commission to S' Edmund Andros and 
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such Instructions as Wee have already or hereafter shall 
from tune to time send unto him. And you are to observe 
and follow such orders & directions as you shall receive from 
IJsy the said S' Edmund Andros, or any other Our Cheif 
Governor of Our said Territory and Dominion of New Eng- 
land for the time being. And Wee hereby Conmiand all and 
singular Our Officers Ministers and Loving Subjects of Our 
said Territory and Dominion, and all others whom it may 
concern to take due Notice hereof, and to give their ready 
obedience accordingly. Given at Our Court at Whitehall 
the 20"^ day of Aprill 1688 in the 4^ year of Our Reign. 

By his Ma^ Command 

SUNDERLAND P. 

PtibUc Record Office^ Colonial OfficCy Chm 5, Vol. 



904,p.4O6. 



THOMAS POVEY'S CX)MMISSION 



AS 



LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF THE PROVINCE OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAY 



11 Apbh^ 1702 



COPT OP HER MAJ™« COMISSION TO CAP* POVET TO BE 

LIEUT. GOVERN* OF THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY, 

DATED THE 11*1' APBU^L 1702 

%mt Bp tl^e ^tatt of 4Eit^ ^mm of ^nglmiti Jbttt&axtti^ 
ftsmct atiH Sniattfe SOtfetiHer of tfie f att|^ l^c To Our 

Trusty and Welbeloved Thoicas Povey Esq' Captain in pur 
own Regiment of Foot Guards OreeUngy 

Whereas by our Commission under Our Great Seal of 
England bearing date the First day of April 1702. In the 
first year of Our Reign, We have constituted and appointed 
Our Trusty and Welbeloved Joseph Dudley Esq' Our Cap- 
tain General and Governour in Cheif in and over Our Pro- 
vince of the Massachusets Bay in New England, and the 
Territories depending thereon in America; We reposing 
especial Trust and Confidence in your Loyalty Courage and 
Circumspection, Do by these presents Constitute and ap- 
point you the said ^oma|t I^Obep to be Our Lieutenant 
Govemour of Our said Province and Territories of the Mas- 
sachusets Bay in New England. To have hold Exercise and 
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Enjoy the said Place and Office for & during Our Pleasure 
with all Bights, Priviledges, Profits, Perquisits & Advan- 
tages to the same belonging or appertaining. And further in 
Case of the Death or absence of the said Joseph Dudley, We 
do hereby Authorize and Empow' you to Execute and per- 
form all & singular the Powers and Directions contained in 
the «aid Commission to the said Joseph Dudley and such 
Instructions as are already or hereafter shall from time to 
time be sent unto him. And you are to observe and follow 
such Orders and Directions as you shall receive from Us, the 
said Joseph Dudley or any other Cheif Gov' of the said 
Province and Territories of the Massachusets Bay in New 
England for the time being. And all and singular Our 
Officers Ministers and Loving Subjects of Our said Province 
and Territories and others whom it may Concern, are hereby 
Commanded to take due Notice hereof, and to give their 
ready obedience accordingly. Given at Our Court at S* 
James's the Eleaventh day of Aprill 1702, In the First year 
of Our Beign. 

By Her Majesties Command. 

MANCHESTEB. 

Public Record Office^ Colonial Office^ Class 5, Vol. 



910, pp. 194-196. 



WILLIAM DUMMER'S SECOND COMMISSION 

AS 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OP THE PROVINCE OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAT 

17 OOTOBEB, 1727 



WILL" DUMMEB ESQ« L» GOT* OF THE MASSACHUSET'S BAT 

4BtOtSt t^ Jbttmii ^t, To Our Trusty and Welbeloved 
William Dummeb Esq' Oreeting 

We reposing especial Trust and Confidence in your Loyalty, 
Courage and Prudence, do by these Presents constitute and 
appoint Hon to be Our Lieutenant Grovemor of Our Province 
and Territories of Massachusets Bay in new England in 
America ; To have hold and enjoy the said Place Office dur- 
ing Our Pleasure, with all Rights, Privileges Profits Per- 
quisites and Advantages to the same belonging or appertain- 
ing; And further in case of the Death or Absence of Our 
Cap* Gren' and Grov' in Chief in and over Our said Province 
of Massachusets Bay in New England now and for the time 
being ; We do hereby authorize and impower You to execute 
and perform all and singular the Powers and Directions con- 
tained in Our Commission to Our said Captain General and 
Governor in Chief according to such Instructions as are 
already sent, or hereafter shall from time to time be sent 
imto him, or as you shall receive from Us and from Our 
said Captain General and Chief Governor of Our said Prov- 
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ince of Massachusets Bay now and for the time being ; and 
all & singular Our Officers, Ministers and loving Subjects of 
Our said Province and Territorys and all others whom it may 
concern are hereby commanded to take due notice hereof, 
and to give their ready obedience accordingly. Given at our 
Court at S* James's the seventeenth Day of October 1727. 
In the first year of Our Reign. 

By His Majesty's Command 
HOLLES NEWCASTLK 

Pfihlic Record Office, Colonial Office, Claes 3^4, Vol. 



SO, pp. 6^^8> 

1 Dunmer's Fint Comndfricm (1710) is not known to be ertant 



WILLIAM TAILEE'S THIRD COMMISSION 

AS 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF THE PROVINCE OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAT 

16 Apbil, 1780 



W» TAILEB ESQ* LIEU« 607* OF THE MASSACHUSETS BAT 

4EitOtSt t^ Jbtau^l ^t. To Our Trusty and Welbeloved 
WiLUAH Tailsb Esq' Greeting. 

We reposing especial Trust and Confidence in your Loy- 
alty, Courage and Prudence do by these Presents constitute 
& appoint ||0U to be Our Lieutenant Governor of Our Province 
and Territories of Massachusets Bay in New England in 
America, in the room of William Dummer Esq' to have, hold 
and enjoy the said Place and Office during Our Pleasure with 
all Bights, Privileges, Profits, Perquisites and Advantages 
to the same belonging or appertaining ; And further in case 
of the Death or Absence of Our Captain Greneral and Gover- 
nor in Chief in and over Our said Province of Massachusets 
Bay in New England now and for the time being, We do 
hereby authorize & empower you to execute and perform all 
and singular the Powers and Directions contained in Our 
Commission to Our said Captain General and Governor in 
Chief, according to such Instructions as are already sent, or 
hereafter shall from time to time be sent unto him, or as 
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you shall receive from Us and from Our said Captain General 
and Governor in Chief of Our said Province of Massachusets 
Bay now and for the time being : And all and singular Our 
Officers^ Ministers and Loving Subjects of Our said Province 
and Territories and all others whom it may concern are 
hereby commanded to take due notice hereof and to give 
ready obedience accordingly, Given at Our Court at S* James's 
the 15*^ Day of April 1730, in the third year of Our Reign. 

By His Majesty's Command, 

HOLLES NEWCASTLE. 

Public Record Ojjlce, Colonial Office, Class S2Jh Vol 



60y pp. 66-67} 

1 Tailor's Fixst Cominianon (1711) and his Seoond Commiiwion (2S April, 
1715) are not known to be extant. 



SPENCEE PHIPS'S COMMISSION 



AS 



LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF THE PROVINCE OP THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAY 



29 Apbil, 1782 



[HIS MAJEST7S COMMISSION TO] SPENCER PHIPS ESQ* L» 
GOVERNOR [OF THE MASSACHUSETS BAY] 

[Loc. SigJ] 

i&tttcgt t^t Jlbtamb [hy tJie Grace of God of Great Brit- 
ain France <£ Ireland King Defender of the Faith] ^t. 
To Our Trusty and Welbeloved Spencer Pbipps Esq' 
Greeting 

We reposmg especial Trast and confidence in jour Loy- 
alty, Courage and Prudence [cio] by these Presents constitute 
and appoint ||att to be Our Lieutenant Governor of Our 
Province and Territory of Massachusets Bay in New England 
in America, in the room of William Tailer Esq' deceased; 
To have hold and enjoy the said Place and Office during Our 
Pleasure with all Bights, Privileges, Profits, Perquisites and 
Advantages to the same belonging or appertaining; and 
further in case of the Death or Absence of our Captain Gen- 
eral and Governor in Chief in and over Our said Province of 
Massachussetts Bay in New England, now and for the time 
being ; We do hereby authorize and Empower you to execute 
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and perfonn all and singular the Powers and Directions con- 
tain'd in Our Commission to Our said Captain General and 
Governor in Chief [according to such Instructions as are 
already sent, or hereafter shall from time to time be sent 
unto him, or as you shall receive from Us and from Our 
said Captain General and Governor in Chief] of Our said 
Province of Massachusetts Bay now and for the time being ; 
and all and singular Our Officers, Ministers and Loving 
Subjects of Our said Province and Territories, and all others 
whom it may concern, are hereby commanded to take due 
Notice [hereof] Ithereof^ and to give ready Obedience accord- 
ingly. Given at Our Court at S^ James's the 29^ Day of 
April 1732 in the Fifth year of Our Beign. 

By His Majesty's Command 

HOLLES NEWCASTLE. 

[Sworn before Ste JSxcettency the 
Chverruyr m CouncUy August 8. 1782. 

Attest J WiLLARD Secry 
Examined J Willard Secryl 

Public Record OfficCy Colonial Office^ Class 8^4$ ^ol 

SOy j)p. 59-60. Compared with the record of Boyal Com- 
missions {Crown Commissions, 1628-1668, p. 86) m the 
office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth.^ 

^ See footnote, p. M, anlB. 



THOMAS HUTCHINSON'S FmST 

COMMISSION 

AS 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OP THE PROVINCE OP THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAT 

10 FsBBUABr, 1758 



[HIS MAJESTTS] CX)MMISSION [APPOINTING] [TO THE HON^^ 

THOM* HUTCHINSON ESQ" [TO BE] LIED* GOVERNOE OP 

THE [PROVINCE OF THE] MASSACHUSETTS BAT, [NEW 

ENGLAND 1758 JAN"' 16] 

^tatst tfie JbtctmSit Bp t|ie 4Eivatt of 4Bioti of ^ttat 
5&ntatti ftatice atiH lEnlatiti Uins SefetiHer of tfie jf attl^ 

|ft*« To Our Trusty ajid Wellbeloved Thomas Hutchinson 
Esq' OreeHng 

We reposing especial Trust and Confidence in jour Loj- 
alty^ Courage and Prudence, [do'] by these Presents consti- 
tute and appoint |pott to be Our Lieutenant Governor of Our 
Proyince and Territory of the Massachusets Bay in New 
England in America, in the room of Spencer Phipps E^' 
deceased; To have, hold, and enjoy the said Place and 
Office during Our Pleasure, with all Bights, Privileges, Pro- 
fits, Perquisites and Advantages to the same belongmg or 
appertaining. And further, in case of the Death or Absence 
of Our Captain General and Governor in Chief in and over 
Our said Province of Massachusets Bay in New England, 
now and for the time being, We do hereby Authorize and 
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empower you to execute ajid perform all and singular the 
Powers and Directions contained in Our Commission to Our 
said Captain General and Governor in Chief according to 
such Instructions as are already sent, or [ahaU] hereafter 
[shall] from time to time be sent unto him, or as you shall 
receive from Us and from Our said Captain General and Gov- 
ernor in Chief of Our said Province of the Massachusets Bay 
now and for the time being, And all and singular Our Officers 
Ministers and loving subjects of Our said Province and Ter- 
ritory, and all others whom it may concern, are hereby com. 
manded to take due Notice thereof and to give ready Obedience 
accordingly. Given at Our Court at S* James's the [fen^A] 
day of [February'} 1758 in the 31"* year of Our Reign. 

By His Majesty's Command. 
\HOLDERNESS\ 

[Province of the Massachwetta Bay^ June 1. 1768 
&vom before me in Council 

T. Fownall] 

Public Record Office, Colonial Office, Class 324, Vol. 



61, pp. 113-114. Compared with the record of Eoyal Com- 
missions {Croimk, Commissions, 1608-1663, pp. 164-166) 
in the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealtfau^ 



^ See footnote, p. 60, anie. 



THOMAS HUTCHINSON'S SECOND 

COMMISSION 

AS 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF THE PROVINCE OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAT 

18 Mabch, 1761 



[HIS MAJESTY KINO GEORGE THE THIRDS] COMMISSION TO 

{THE HON'^ THOMAS HUTCHINSON [ESQ» - TO BE} 

LIEUT: GOV» OF THE [PROVINCE OF THE] 

MASSACHUSETTS BAY [4" MARCH 1761] 

[L. A] ^eorge] ^ 

4Sitatitt tfieC^bp ti^e4Birateof 4B>otiof 4B>reat 5$ntain 
frame attD 3EteIattt» ibtng SOefetiHer of t^t feat^ ^: To 

Our Trusty and Welbeloved Thomas Hutchinson Esq" 
Gfreeting. 

We reposing especial Trust and Confidence in jour Loyalty 
Courage and Prudence do by these Presents constitute and 
appoint HOU to be Our Lieutenant Governor of the Province 
of the Massachusets Bay in New England in America. To 
have hold exercise and enjoy the Said Place and Office dur- 
ing our Pleasure with all Bights, Privileges, Profits, Perqui- 
sites and Advantages to the same belonging or appertaining. 
And further, in case of the Death or Absence of Our Captain 
General and Grovemor in Chief in and over Our Said Prov- 
ince of the Massachusets Bay in New England, now and for 
the time being, We do hereby authorize and impower you to 
execute and perform all and singular the Powers and Author- 
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ities contained in Our Commission to our said Captain Gen- 
eral and Governor in Chief according to such instructions as 
are already sent, or hereafter shall from time to time be sent 
unto him or as you shall receive from Us and from Our said 
Captain General and Grovernor in Chief of Our said Province 
of the Massachusets Bay [in New England] now and for the 
time being, and all and singular Our Officers Ministers and 
loving Subjects of Our said Province and all others whom it 
may concern are hereby commanded to take due Notice 
hereof and to give a ready Obedience accordingly. Given at 
Our Court at S^ James's the [Thirteenth] day of IMarch] 
1761. in the First Year of our reign. 

By His Majesty's Command. 

W. PITT, 

Public JRecord Office, Colonial Office, Class 5, Vol. 



920, p. SS. Compared with the record of Royal Commis- 
sions {Crwm Conmissims, 1628-1663, pp. 208-209) in the 
office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth.^ 

^ See lootnotoi p. 66, anie. 



ANDEEW OLIVER'S COMMISSION 

AS 

LIEUTENAIIT-GOVERNOR OF THE PROVINCE OP THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAT 

19 OCFOBXB, 1770 



COMMISS' TO A. OLIVIIB ESQ* TO BE L* GOV" 

Seal 

George tl^e tl^ieti Bp tl^e ^tate of ^<rti ftitts of ^nat 
%visan, ftattce atiH Srdatiti fiDefenber of tf^t f att|i ^c 

To our Trusty & well beloved Andrew Oliybb Esquire 
Qreeting. 

We reposing especial Trust and confidence in your Loy- 
alty. Courage and prudence do by these presents constitute 
and appoint ||0U to be our Lieutenant Governor of the 
Province of the Massachusetts Bay in New England in 
America in the room of Thomas Hutchinson Esquire; To 
have, hold, exercise and enjoy the said place and office dur- 
ing our pleasure, with all Rights, Privileges, profits. Perqui- 
sites and advantages to the same belonging or appertaining : 
And further in case of the Death or absence of our Captain 
(jeneral and Governor in Chief in and over our said Province 
of the Massachusetts Bay in New England, now and for the 
time being ; We do hereby authorize & impower you to exe- 
cute and perform all and singular the powers and authorities 
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contained in our Commission to our said Captain (xeneral 
and Governor in Chief according to such Instructions as are 
already sent or hereafter shall from time to time be sent 
imto him, or as you shall receive from us and from our said 
Captain Greneral and Governor in Chief of our said Province 
of the Massachusetts Bay now and for the time being. And 
all and singular our Officers, Ministers and loving Subjects 
of our said Province, and all others whom it may concern 
are hereby commanded to take due notice hereof and to give 
a ready obedience accordingly. Given at our Court at S* 
James's the nineteenth day of October 1770 In the tenth 
year of our Beign. 

By his Majesty's Command 

HILLSBOROUGH 

Andrew Oliver Esq' Lieutenant Governor of Massachu- 
setts Bay 

Andrew Oliver Esq' appointed Lieutenant Gbvemor of the 
Province aforesaid, took the Oaths appointed by Act of Parliament 
to be taken instead of the Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, re- 
peated and subscribed the Test or declaration therein contained 
together with the Oath of Abjuration, and also an oath that he 
would faithfully perform the duties of the office aforesaid accord- 
ing to the best of his skill & Judgment 

Before 

T. HUTCHINSON 

Croum Commissiona, 1677-1774, pp^ 1^-125. 



THOMAS OLIVERS COMMISSION 

AS 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OP THE PROVINCE OP 

THE MASSACHUSETTS BAT 

28 May, 1774 



THO» OLIVER ESQ» L» GOV. OP MASS^ BAY 

(L. S.) George tl^e Cfiieti hp t^t ^vatt of ^<rti of ^reat 
S^ntatn frame atiH Srdatiti Uins tiefetiHer of tl^e featfy ^t 

To our trusty and well beloved Thomas Oliver Esq' of 
Cambridge in our Province of Massachusetts Bay Greeting. 

We reposing especial trust and confidence in your Loyalty, 
courage and prudence do by these presents constitute and ap- 
point nou to be our Lieutenant Governor of the Province of the 
Massachusetts Bay in New England in America in the room of 
Andrew Oliver Esq' deceased, to have, hold, exercise and 
enjoy the said place and office during our pleasure, with all 
rights, privfleges, profits, perquisites and advantages to the 
same belonging or appertaining. And further in case of the 
death or absence of our Captain Greneral and Governor in 
Chief in and over our said Province of the Massachusetts 
Bay in New England now and for the time being ; We do 
hereby authorize and impower you to execute and perform 
all and singular the powers and authorities contained in our 
Commission to our said Captain G-eneral and Governor in 
chief according to such Instructions as are already sent or 
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hereafter shall from time to time be sent mito him^ or as 
you shall receive from us and from our said Captain General 
and Governor in Chief of our said Province of the Massa- 
chusetts Bay now and for the time being; And all and singu- 
lar our Officers, Ministers and loving Subjects of our said 
Province and all others whom it may concern are hereby 
commanded to take due notice hereof and give a ready 
obedience accordingly. Given at our Court at S^ James's 
the twenty eighth day of May 1774 In the fourteenth year 
of our Beign. 

By his Majesty's Command 

DABTMOUTH 

Thomas Oliver Esq' Lieut Gov' of Mass* Bay. 

Province of Mass* Bay 
Sworn before me in Council this 8 day of August 1774 

THO« GAGE Governor. 

Crwm Commimms^ 1677-1774j PP* 156-166. 



COMMISSIONS 

OV THB 

SECEETARY AND REGISTER OP THE 
TERRITORY AND DOMINION OF 

NEW ENGLAND 
1685-1688 

AKD OV THE 

SECRETARIES OP THE PROVINCE OF THE 

.MASSACHUSETTS BAY 

1715-1770 * 



EDWAED EANDOLPH'S FIRST COMMISSION 



AB 



SECRETARY AND REGISTER OF THE TERRITORY 
AND DOMINION OF NEW ENGLAND 



21 Septembbb, 1686 



S^amejGt tj^e a&econb Bp i^ 4Btatt of ^ob iftmg of €tig^ 
lanD jtodatiti ftattce l^ Stdanti tiefenH' of t^t f aiti^ ^ to 

all to whome these presents shall come greeting 

Whereas we have thought fitt to appoint a President & 
Gouncill Yntill we shall send over A Governor in Chiefe to 
take Care of all our Territory & Dominion in New England 
Commonly Caled or knowne by the names of the CoUony of 
the Massachusetts Bay the province of New Hampshier & 
Maine and the Narragansett Country otherwise Caled the 
Kings Province with all the Islands Bights & members there- 
unto belonging. — Enow yee that wee reposing Especiall 
trust & Confidence in the Loyalty & Abilities of our trusty 
& well beloved Edward Randolph Esq' have given & Granted 
and by these presents do give and grant onto him the said 
^toattl Itantiolpll the severall and respective places & Offi- 
ces of Secretary and Sole Register of our Governor & Coun- 
cill and of our Government there for the time being of and 
in our Territoryes and Dominion afore said and him the said 
Edward Randolph Secretary and Register of our s^ Terri- 
toryes & Dominions wee do by these presents make Ordain 
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i 

I and Constitute to haye hold Exercise and Enjoy the s^ 

Places and Offices onto him the s^ Edward Randolph by 
himselfe or his Deputy or Deputies during our Pleasure 
together with all fees Bights Privilidges Proffitts Perqui- 
sits and advantages to the said Places & Offices or either 
of them belonging or in any wise appertaining or which 
shall belong or in any wise appertaine in as full and ample 
manner to all Intents and Purposes as the Secretary and 
Register of our Island of Jamaica or of any other our 
Plantations in America have had or doe now receave and En- 
joy. — and hereof all persons whom it may Conceme are to 
take due notice and yeild obedience therevnto accordingly. 
Given att our Court att Windsor y* 21 day of September 
1685 in the first year of our Beigne. 

Masaachmetts Archives^ Vol. 126 ^ pp. 95-^. 



Memoranft On the 26^ of Augast 1685. 

M' Bandolph's petition is read to their Lo^ praying that he may 
be recommended to his ma^ favour, that in Consideracon of his 
FBtwon of past Services he may have a grant of the office of Secre- 
forrj^MM tary and Register of all those Places w^ are or shalbee 
B6ij«t«r aq. brought under his ma^ Govemm* ia New England, 

Whereupon their Lo^ agree to Consider further of this Petition 
when the Oovemm^ of all the Colonyes of New England shall be 
setied. 

PMie Beecrd Office^ Ooltmial Office^ Cla$$ S^ Vol. 90 J^ 

p. 1B61. 



EDWAED EANDOLPH'S SECOND 

COMMISSION 



AS 



SECRETARY AND REGISTER OF THE TERRTTORT 
AND DOMINION OP NEW ENGLAND 



26 Apbil, 1688 . 



^amtg i^ JbetrniSi ^ JErdattti WtkvSut of t|e f ait|^ }^. 

To all to Whom &c 

EInow yee, that Wee for divers good Causes and Gonsider- 
acoSs Us thereunto moving have Created Erected and Estab- 
lished and by these presents for vs our Heires B0 CotuxtiwiM 
and Successors do Erect Create and Establish an ncn ^ 
Office which for ever shall be and be called the Office of 
Secretary and Sole Register of Our Territory and Dominion 
of New England in America And Wee doe also for vs Our 
Heires and Successors hereby Ordeyne and Declare that the 
Person who shall from time to time be appointed to Execute 
the said Office shall have and enjoy all Priviledges Fees 
p'heminencies Rights Profitts and Advantages which any 
other Secretary or Register of or within any of Our Flanta- 
cons or Colonies in America hath Enjoyed or doth or ought 
to enjoy in respect of such his Office And further Enow yee 
that Wee reposing speciall Trust and Confidence in the Fidel- 
ity Prudence and Circumspection of Our Trusty and Welbe- 
loved Edward Randolph Esq** of Our Especiall grace certain 
Knowledge and meer mocon have given and granted and 
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by these presents doe give and grant vnto the said <KtltDattl 
flantloI)l|| the said Office or place of secretary and Sole 
Register of our Territory and Dominion of New England in 
America aforesaid And him the said Edward Randolph sec- 
iretary and sole Register of our said Territory and Dominion 
of New England Wee doe name make Create and Ordeyne 
by these presents To have hold exercise and enjoy the said 
Office and place of secretary and sole Register of New 
England aforesaid vnto the said Edward Randolph by him- 
self e or his Sufficient Deputy or deputies during Our Pleasure 
and further Wee have given and granted and by these presents 
do give and grant vnto the said Edward Randolph all and 
singuler such and the like Fees Rights Powers Preheminences 
Perquisites Profitts and Advantages for and in respect of the 
Execucon of the said Office or Place as any other of Our 
Secretaryes or Registers of Within or belonging to any of 
Our Plantacons or Colonies or other Places Whatsoever in 
America aforesaid now doe or doth or at any time or times 
heretofore have or hath of Right taken received or Enjoyed 
for the Exercise of his or their said respective Offices or Places 
To have receive perceive and enjoy the the same unto the said 
Edward Randolph by himselfe or his Sufficient Deputy or 
Deputies during Our Pleasure In Witness &c Witnesse the 
King at Westm the five and Twentyeth day of Aprill 

By writt of Privy Seal 

PuhlicBee<n^ Office, Pateni BoU, 4 •^^^'^ss II, Part 4, 

No. %i. 



SAMUEL WOODWAKD'S COMMISSION 



AS 



SECRETARY OF THE PROVINCE OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAT 



28 JuNB, 1716 



^eorseBp tl^e ^rate of ^tib ^t To all to whom these 

p'sents shall come Greeting 

know yee that Wee of Our especiall Grace certain knowl- 
edge and meer mooon have Given And Granted and by these 
p'sents Do give and Grant unto Our Trusty and c D^CmieesnoM 
Welbeloved Jbawttd H^OOHtlMttl Esq' the Office J J^^ 
or place of Secretary of our Province of Massa- ' om&um 
chuset's Bay in New England in America And him the said 
Samuel Woodward Secretary of Our said Province of Massa- 
chusetts Bay in New England in America Wee do make Ordain 
and constitute by these p'sents To have hold Exercise and 
enjoy the said Office or place unto the said Samuel Woodward 
by himself or his sufficient Deputy or Deputys (for whom he 
shall be answerable) for and during Our pleasure and his 
residence Within Our said Province with all Fees Rights 
profits priviledges and advantages Whatsoever thereunto 
bdonging in as full and ample manner as any Secretary 
of Our said Province hath heretofore held and enjoyed or 
of right ought to have held and enjoyed the same provided 
always that if the said Samuel Woodward shall not transport 
himself to Our said Province of Massachusetts Bay in New 



816 SAICUBL WOODWABiyS COMMISSION AS SBCBBTABT [1716 

England in America within the space of nine months from 
I the date of these p'sents or if he shall be absent from Our 

said Province for the space of one month at any one time 
! from the time of his arrivall there without Our especiall Leave 

^ and licence under Our Signet or Sign Manual in that behalf 

I first had and obtained Then and in such case these Our 

! Letters Patents and every thing herein contained shall cease 

^ Determine and be void any thing herein contained to the 

; contrary thereof in any Wise notwithstanding In witness &c. 

* Witnesse Our self at Westminster the twenty third day of 

June. 

By Writt of Privy Seal 

FubUe Beeord Office, PcOent R6U, 1 George I, Part 



10, No. 4. 



JOSIAH WILLAED'S FIRST COMMISSION 

AS 

SECRETARY OP THE PROVINCE OP THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAT 

17 JuOT, 1717 



[COMMISSION FROM HIS MAJESTY KING GEORGE TO JOSIAH 

WILLARD TO BE SECRETARY OF THE PROVINCE 

OF THE MASSACHUSETTS BAY] 

Ernest Bp t^ ^tau of <Btotl [of Qreat Britain Prance 
& Ireland Eing^ Defender of the Fadth] ^u To all to whom 
these presents shall come Oreeting 

Whereaa Wee did by our letters Patents under our Great 
Seal of Great Britain bearing date at Westminster the three 
and Twentieth day of June in the first year of our ( IP^.Con- 
Beign Give and Grant unto our Trusty and Welbe- < wuiwi 
loved Samuel Woodward Esquire tiie Office or \.om&um] 
place of Secretary of Our Province of Massachusets Bay in 
New England in America To have hold Exercise and enjoy 
the said Office or place unto the said Samuel Woodward by 
himselfe or his sufficient Deputy or Deputies (for whom he 
should ^ be answerable) for and during our Pleasure and his 
Residence within Our said Province as by our said recited 
Letters Patent (relacon being thereunto had) may more 
fully and at large appear Now know yee that Wee have Re- 
voked and Determined and by these presents do Revoke and 
Determine cflir said recited Letters Patents and every clause 
article and thing therein contained and further know yee 
that Wee of our especial Grace certain knowledge and meer 
mocon have given and granted and by these presents Do 
give and grant unto our Trusty and Welbeloved ^ogis^ 



V 
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H^tllattl Esquire the said Office or P]ace of Secretary of Our 
Province of Massachusets Bay in New England in America 
and him the said Josiah Willard Secretary of our said Prov- 
ince of Massachusets Bay in New England in America Wee 
do make Ordain and Constitute by these presents To have 
hold Exercise and enjoy the said Office or place imto the said 
Josiah Willard by himself e or his sufficient Deputy or Depu- 
ties (for whom he shall be answerable) for and during our 
Pleasure and his Residence within our said Province With all 
Fees Bights Profits Priviledges and advantages whatsoever 
thereunto belonging in as full and ample manner as the said 
Samuel Woodward or any other Secretary of our said Prov- 
ince hath formerly held and enjoyed or of right ought to 
have held and enjoyed the same Provided always that if the 
said Josiah Willud shall not transport himseUe to our said 
Province of Massachusets Bay in New England in America 
within the space of Twelve months from the date of these 
presents or if he shall be absent from Our said Province for 
the space of one month at any one time from the time of his 
arrival there without Our especial leave and lycence under 
Our Signet or Sign Manual in that behalfe first had and ob- 
tained Then and in such case these Our Letters Patents and 
every thing herein contained shall cease determine and be 
void any thing herein contained to the contrary thereof in 
any wise notwithstanding In Witnesse [&c.] [whereof We haw 
caused these Our Letters to he made Patents i\ Witnesse our 
selfe at Westminster the seventeenth day of Juna [In the 
ij^ird Year ofOurReign\. ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^ 

[COCKSY 
[Hxamned p J. Willard Se^y] 

Public Record Office^ Patent BoUf S George J, 

Part 4y No. 14' Compared with the record of Boyal Com- 
missions (Ootwi Commissions^ IS^S-ISSS^ p. S3) in the 
office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth.^ 

^ See footnote, p, 56, ante. 



JOSIAH WILLAED'S SECOND COMMISSION 



AB 



SECBETART OP THE PROVINCE OP THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAY 



28 Mabch, 1728 



[COMMISSION FROM BIS MAJESTY KING GEOROB TBB SECOND 

TO JOSIAB WILLARD ES(^ TO BE SECRETARY OF 

TBB PROVINCE OF TBB MASSACBUSETS BAY] 

4feorge tl^e Jbetxa^ ftp i^t 4B(race of 4teb [of Oreat Brit- 
ain France & Irekmd King Defender of the Faitk'] %u 
To all to whom these Presents shall come Qreeting 

Whereas Our late Royall Pather George the Pirst King of 
Great Britam &c Did by his letters Patents Tnder his Great 
Seal of Great Britam bearing date at Westminster the six- 
teenth Day of Jmie in the third Year of his Beign Give and 
Grant vnto his Trusty & Welbeloved Josiah Willard Esquire 
the Office or place of Secretary of his Province of Massachu- 
setts Bay in New England m America To have hold Exercise 
and Enjoy the said Office or Place unto the said Josiah Wil- 
lard by himself or his sufficient Deputy or Deputies (for 
Whom he should be Answerable) for and during his Pleasure 
and his Residence within the said Province with all Fees 
Rights Profits Priviledges and Advantages Whatsoever there- 
mito belonging As by the said recited letters Patents (relar 
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tion being thereunto had) may [more] [now] folly and at large 
appear In which said Office by Virtue of the Statute in such 
Case made and Provided he [was] [has] continued for the Space 
of Six Months from the Time of the Demise of his said late 
Majesty and by virtue of our Boyall Proclamation for that 
purpose Issued bearing date the Fifth Day of July in the 
First Year of Our Reign He is continued untiU Our Pleasure 
be further known or other Provision be made concerning the 
said Office Now know Yee that Wee have Revoked and De- 
termined And by these Presents do Revoke and Determine 
the said recited Letters Patents and every Clause Article and 
thing therein contained And Further Know yee that Wee of 
our Especiall Grace certain Knowledge and meer motion 
have Given and Granted and by these Presents do Give and 
Grant unto Our Trusty & Welbeloved the said 3^0jtfia|^ 
n^tHaiU the said Office or place of Secretary of Our Province 
of Massachusetts Bay in New England in America and him 
the said Josiah Willard Secretary of Our said Province of 
Massachusetts Bay in New England in America Wee do 
make Ordain and Constitute by these Presents To have 
hold Exercise and Enjoy the said Office or Place vnto the said 
Josiah Willard by himselfe or his Sufficient Deputy or 
Deputyes (for whom he shall be answerable) For and during 
Our Pleasure and his Residence within Our said Province 
with all Fees Rights Profits Priviledges and Advantages 
whatsoever thereunto belonging in as full and ample manner 
as he the said Josiah Willard or any other Secretary of Our 
said Province hath formerly held and Enjoyed or of Right 
Ought to have held and Enjoyed the same In Witness [&c] 
[whereof We have caused these our Letters to he made Patents] 
Witness Our Selfe at Westminster the [eight &] Twentieth 
[Eighth] Day of March [In (he first year of our Reign] 

By Writt of Privy Seal 

[COCKS] 
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IPnv. of the Miuaachuaeta Bay Sworn before me in CoimcU 
June 18. 17^. 

W^ DUMMER 



per J WiLLARD 8ecry\ 

PubKe Record Offiee^ Patent SoU, 1 George Ily 

Part 4j ^^* ^ Compared with the record of Royal 
Commifisions {Crown Comrmseione, 1628-1668^ p. 84) hi 
the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth.^ 

JOSIAH WnXABD ECK^ 8ECBETABT OF THE MABSACmTSETB BAT ITST 

€itev^ St« 

Om* Will and Pleasure is, that yon prepare a BOl for Our Royal 
Signature to pass Onr Great Seal, containing Onr Grant of the Office 
or Place of Secretary of Our Province of Maasachnsets Bay in New 
England in America unto Our Trusty and Welbeloved JiOiU^ 
VSiUarh Esq' to have, hold, exercise and enjoy the same hy himself 
or his sufficient Deputy or Deputies (for whom he shall be answer- 
able) for and during Our Pleasure and his Residence within Our 
said Province, with all Fees, Rights, Profits, Privil^^es and Advan- 
tages whatsoever thereunto belonging, in as full and ample manner 
as he the said Josiah Willard or any other Secretary of Our said 
Province hath formerly held and enjoyed the same ; And you are 
to insert in the said Bill a clause for revoking the Letters Patents 
whereby We constituted the said Josiah Willard Secretary of Our 
said Province. And for so doing this shall be your Warrant. 
Given at Our Court at S* James's the 29*^ Day of Februaiy 1727. 
In the first year of Our Reign. * 

By His Majesty's Command, 
^ HOLLES NEWCASTLE, 

To Our Attorney or 

Sollicitor G^eral 



1 



Publie Beeard Office^ Colonial Office, Claee 824^ V6L 60^ 



pp. 63-64* 

^ See footnote, p, 56, ante. 



ANDREW OLIVER'S FIRST COMMISSION 



AS 



SECBETART OF THE PROVINCE OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAY 



2 Mabch, 1768 



[COMMISSION FROM HIS MAJESTY KING GSOROS THE SECOND 

TO\ ANDREW OLIVER ESQ" [TO BE] 8ECRBTABT OF [THE 

PROVINCE OF THE] ICASSACHUSETTS BAT 

4B^eocge t^t if etonti lip tf^t 4Bitatt of 4tetl [of Great Britain 
FroMie and Ireland King Defender of the Faith] ^; To All 
to Whom these presents shall come Greeting 

Know ye that Wee of our Especial Grace certam Knowledge 
and meer Motion have Given and granted and by these pres- 
ents Do Give and Grant unto Our Trusty and Welbeloved 
9UdltetD ^iX\Ut Esquire the Office or Place of Secretary of 
Our Province of Massachusetts Bay in New England in Amer- 
ica And him the said Andrew Oliver Secretary of our said 
Province of Massachusetts Bay in New England in America 
Wee do Make Ordain and Constitute by these Presents in the 
Boom and Place of Josiah Willard Esquire Deceased To 
Have Hold Exercise and Enjoy the said Office or Place unto 
the said Andrew Oliver by himself or his sufficient Deputy or 
Deputies (for Whom he shall be Answerable) for and during 
Our Pleasure and his Residence within Our said Province with 
all Fees Rights Profits Priviledges and Advantages what- 
soever thereunto belonging in as full and Ample manner as 
he the said Josiah Willard or any other Secretary of our said 
Province hath formerly held and Enjoyed or of right ought 
to have held and Enjoyed the same In Witness [whereof 
toe have oaueed the^e our Lettere to be made Pattenf] Wit- 
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ness Our self at Westminster the Second Day of March [in 
the ihirty first Year of Our Beign] 

By Writ of Privy Seal 

ICOCKS] 
[Province of the Mas^ Bay — June 1. 1758 

Bvoom in Council 
Bee Before T. P own all Gknf 

Beceived Becorded and Bxamined 

fi Thos Clarke Dp^ Seciy'] 

PuhKe Becord Office, Patent BoU, SI George II, 

Part Sj No. 2. Compared with the record of Royal Com- 
missions {Crown Commissions, 1628-1663, pp. 166-166) in 
the office of the Secretary of the Commonwealth.^ 

1758 JAIpr IX WARRANT APPOINTING ANDREW OLIYER ESQ* SBCRETART 

OF THE MASSACHUSETTS BAT NEW SN6L9 

Our Will and Pleasure is that you prepare a BUI for Our Royal 
Signature to pass Our Great Seal of Great Britain, containing Our 
Grant of the Office or Place of Secretary of Our Province of 
the Massachusets Bay, in New England, in America, unto Our 
Trusty and Wellbeloved 9n]iretD 4^Ufirr Esq' in the room and 
place of Josiah Willatd Esq' deceased, To have, hold exeroise 
and enjoy the same unto him the said Andrew Oliver by himself 
or his sufficient Deputy or Deputies (for whom he shaJl be an- 
swerable) for and during Our Pleasure and his Residence within 
Our said Province with all Fees, Rights, Profits, Privileges and 
Advantages whatsoever thereunto belonging, in as full and ample 
manner as he the said Josiah Willaid or any other Secretary of 
Our said Province hath heretofore held and enjoyed the same 
and for so doing this shall be your Warrant Given at 

Our Court at S^ James's the day of 1768 in the 

81"* year of Our Beign. 

By His Majesty's Command* 
To Our Attorney 

or SoUicitor General. 

Pvblic Becord Office, Colonial Office, Class SSi, Vol. Sl,p. 117. 

^ See footnote, p. 50, ante. 



ANDKEW OLIVER'S SECOND COMMISSION 

AB 

SECRETARY OF THE PROVmCE OP THE 
MASSACHUSETTS BAY 

10 Apbil» 1761 



[AITDBEW] [SECRETARY] OLIVEB[iS] [SECRETARY OF 
MASSACHUSETS BAY] [COMMISSION] 

^itOtgttfyt€^Xitftpt^4Btattt^4SiCii [of Oreat Britain 
France^ and Ireland King Defender of the FaitK\ \t^ To all 
to whom these presents shall come Oreeting 

Whereas Our late Royal Grandfather George the Second of 
Glorious and happy Memory Kmg of Great Britam &c did by 
his Letters Patent under his Great Seal of Great Britain 
bearing date at Westminster the second day of March in the 
Thirty first year of his Reign Give and Grant unto his 
Trusty and Welbeloved Andrew Oliver Esquire the OfGlce or 
Place of Secretary of His Province <5f Massachusets Bay in 
New England in America To have hold Exercise and Enjoy 
the said office or place igito the said Andrew Oliver by him- 
self or his sufficient Deputy or Deputys (for whom he should 
be answerable) for and during his said Majesty's Pleasure and 
his Residence within the said Province with all [Fees] [the] 
Rights, Profits Priviledges and Advantages whatsoever there- 
unto belonging as by the said recited Letters Patent (relation 
being thereunto had) may more fully and at large Appear 
In which said Office by Virtue of the Statute in such case 
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made and provided he is continued for the space of Six 
Months from the time of the Demise of His said late Majesty 
unless he shall by Us be sooner removed and discharged from 
the said office Now Enow Ye that wee have Revoked and 
Determined and by these presents Do Revoke and Determine 
the said recited Letters Patent and eveiy clause Article and 
thing therein contained And further Enow Ye that Wee of 
Our Especial Grace certain Enowledge and mere Motion Have 
Given and Granted and by these presents Do Give and Grant 
unto Our Trusty and Welbeloved the said SUttktetD ^WUV 
Esquire the said office or place of Secretary of Our Province 
of Massachusetts Bay in New England m America And him 
the said Andrew Oliver Secretary of Our said Province of 
Massachusetts Bay in New England in America Wee do Make 
Ordain and Constitute by these presents To have hold Exe- 
[rcise] [cute] and Enjoy the said Office or place unto the said 
Andrew Oliver by himself or his sufficient Deputy or Deputies 
(for whom he shall be Answerable) for and during Our Pleas- 
ure and his Residence within Our said Province With all Fees 
Rights Profits Priviledges and Advantages whatsoever there- 
unto belonging in as full and ample manner as he the said 
Andrew Oliver or any other Secretary of Our said Province 
hath formerly held and Enjoyed or of Right ought to have 
held and Enjoyed the same In Witness [&c] [whereof We have 
caused these Our Letters to ^ made Patenf] Witness Ourself at 
Westminster the Tenth day of April [in the First Tear of 
Our JReign] 

By Writ of Privy Seal 

ICOCKS] 

[The Great Seal of England Appending] 

Pvblie Record Office^ Patent RoU, 1 Oeorge Illy Part 

8, No. 38. Compared with the record of Royal Commissions 

1 SiciXoh^ 
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{Craum Commisnans, 1698-^1663^ pp. 209-910) in the office 
of the Secretary of the Commonwealth.^ 

Prov: of Mass^ Bay ) 
Nov' 26: 1761 j 

Thomas Hutchinson Esq' appointed by his Majesty to be Lienten- 
ant Governor, and Andrew Oliver Esq' appointed to be Secretaiy 
of the Province aforesaid severally took the Oaths appointed l^ 
Act of Parliament to be taken instead of the Oaths of Allegiance 
and Supremacy repeated and Subscribed the Test or declaration 
therein contained together with the Oath of Abjuration and an 
Oath that they would respectively fedthf uUy perform the Duties of 
the respective Offices to which they are appointed as aforesaid 
according to the best of their Skill and Judgment. 

before me 

FRA BERNARD 



Crwon CommiiiioMf 162S^166S^ pp. e09^10. 



SEPRBSENTATION TO HIS liAJESTT WrTH A WARRANT TO APPOINT 
ANDREW OLIVER S£C*t OF THE MASSAGHUSSTS BAT 

Our Will and Pleasure is, that von prepare a Bill for our Royal 
Signature to pass our Great Seal of Great Britain, containing our 
Grant of the Office or Place of Secretary of our Province of the 
Massachusets Bay in New England in America, unto our Trusty, 
and Wellbeloved SMbttto Wtitf Esq** To have, hold, exercise, 
and enjoy the same unto him the said Andrew Oliver, by himself or 
his sufficient Deputy or Deputies (for whom he shall be answerable) 
for and during our Pleasure and his residence within Our said 
Province withall Fees, Rights, Profits Privileges and Advantages 
whatsoever thereunto belonging in as full and ample manner as he 
the said Andrew Oliver or any other Secretary of Our said Province, 
hath heretofore held and enjoyed, or of Right ought to have held 
and enjoyed the same, And you are to insert in the said Bill a 
clause for revoking and determining the last Letters Patent, 

> See footnote, p. 50, ante. 
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wheieby the said Andrew Oliver was constitated Secretary of 
Our Province of BiasaachnsetB Bay aforesaid ; And for so doing 
this shall be your Warrant Given at onr Court at S* James's the 
day of 1761. In the First year of Our Reign. 

By His Majesty's Command, 

W» PITT. 
To Our Attorney ) 
or SoUicitor Oen^ J 

Pyhlie Record Office^ CoUmial Qfficej Ola$$ 5, Vol MO^ 



ff. 87-^8. 



THOMAS FLUCKEK'S COMMISSION 



AB 



SECRETARY OF THE PROVINCE OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BAT 



12 NOYEMBXB, 1770 



THOMAS FLUCKEB £SQ« SECRETARY [OF THE 

MASSACHUSETS BAY] 

4BtOKgt t^ C^hH lip ti^ 4B(cace of 4B«ril [of Great BriUdny 
FramM and Ireland Exngy defender of tke Faith] ^t To All 
to whom these presents shall come Greeting 

Whereas We did by Our Letters Patent imder Our Great 
Seal of Great Britain, bearing date at Westminster the Tenth 
day of April in the First Year of Our Reign give and grant 
unto Our trusty and Welbeloved Andrew Oliver Esquire 
the Office or Place of Secretary of Our Province of Mass- 
achusets Bay in New England in America To have hold 
Exercise and enjoy the said Office or Place unto the said 
Andrew Oliver by himself or his sufficient Deputy or Deputies 
(for whom he sho^ be answerable) for and during Our Pleasure 
and his residence within the said Province, with all [Fees] 
[the'] Rights Profits Priviledges and Advantages whatsoever 
thereunto belonging as by Our said recited Letters Patent 
(relation being thereunto had) may more fully and at large 
appear Now Enow Ye that We have revoked and determined 
and by these presents do revoke and determine Our said recited 
Letters Patent and every Clause Article and thing therein 
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contamed And further Know Ye that We of Our [ejspecial 
Grace certain knowledge and mere Motion have given and 
granted and by these Presents Do give and grant unto Our 
trusty and Welbeloved d^Otlia^ fiXuAtt Esquire the said 
Office or place of Secretary of our Province of Massachusets 
Bay in New England in America And him the said Thomas 
Flucker Secretary of Our said Province of Massachusets Bay 
in New England in America We do make ordain and consti- 
tute by these presents To have hold exercise and enjoy the 
said Office or Place unto the said Thomas Flucker by himself 
or his sufficient Deputy or Deputies (for whom he shall be 
answerable) for and during Our pleasure and his Besidence 
within Our said Province with all [Fees] [the] Rights 
Profits Priviledges and Advantages whatsoever thereunto 
belonging in as full and ample maimer as the said An- 
drew Oliver or any other Secretary of Our said Province 
hath heretofore held and enjoyed or of right ought to have 
held and enjoyed the same In Witness [&c] [whereof We 
have cawed these Our Letters to he made Patent] Witness 
Ourself at Westminster the Twelfth day of November [in the 
eleventh year of our Beign] 

By Writt of Privy Seal. 

[COCKS] 

Public Becord Office, Patent BoU, 11 George III, 



Part 1, No. 8. Compared with the record of Royal Com- 
missions {Crown CommiseionSy 1677-177 4y V* -^^0 "^ *^® 
office of the Secretary of the CommonwealtL^ 

Thomas Flucker Esq' within named took the Oaths appointed by 
Act of Parliament to be taken instead of the Oaths of aUigianoe & 
supremacy, repeated & subscribed the Test or Declaration therein 

^ See footnote, p. 60^ ai^ie* 
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contained, together with the Oath of Abjoiation; and aleo an 
Oath, that he would faithfully dischaige the Duties of the Office 
of Secretaiy of the said Province 

Before T. HUTCHINSON 
Examin' p JxT Oottok D. 



Orawn Oommisiionij 1677-1774^ p. 118. 



COMMISSION 



OF THS 



COLLECTOR, SURVEYOR, AND SEARCHER 

OF CUSTOMS IN THE COLONIES 

OF NEW ENGLAND 

1681 



EDWAKD RANDOLPH'S COMMISSION 



AS 



COLLECTOR, SURVEYOR, AND SEARCHER OF CUS- 
TOMS IN THE COLONIES OF NEW ENGLAND 

15 OOTOBSB, 1681 



€^eaAt0 tfyt {(econti ^t. To all to whome &c. 

Whereas by severall Acts of Parliament vizt the Act of 
Tonnage and Poundage made in the twelfth yeare of our 
Reigne the Act for encouraging and encreasing m' Randolph 
of Shipping and Navigacon made in the same ^^^ 
yeare the Act for p'venting Frauds and regulating abuses in 
our Customes made in the Fowerteenth yeare of our Raigne 
the Act for encouragem^ of Trade made in the Fifteenth 
yeare of our Raigne And the Act for encouragem* of the 
Greenland and East land Trades and for better securing 
the plantacon trade made in the twenty Fifth yeare of our 
Raigne for the Keepeing of our Plantacons beyond the Seas 
in a more firme dependance vppon this our Eingdbme of 
England in asmuch as they are peopled with the subiects 
thereof and for the makeing this Kingdome a staple not onely 
of the comodities of those Plantacons but alsoe of the Comod- 
ities of other Countryes for the supplyeing of them Provision 
hath beene made that noe comodities of Europe should bee 
carried to any the said Plantacons but what should be bona 
fide shipped and laded in England and alsoe that the Comod- 
ities of the plantacons pticulerly therein enumerated and 
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named should bee brought into this our Eingdome of England 
or Ireland Principality of Wales or towne of Berwicke vppon 
Tweede and that for such of the said FlantaSons Comodities 
for which bond should not bee First given before the ladeing 
thereof to bring the same to England Wales or Berwicke and 
to no other place certeine rates and duties are imposed on the 
said Comodities payable to us our heires and successors in 
our said plantaSons before the ladeing thereof to bee levyed 
and collected by such persons as should bee appointed in our 
said respective plantaSons vnder the managem^ of the Com- 
issioners of our Customes in this Eingdome vnder the author- 
ity of our high Treasurer or Comissioners of our Treasury 
for the time being for the CollecSion of which rates and 
Duties in our severall Colonies of New England and alsoe to 
the End the said lawes may bee duely observed and obeyed 
according to the true intent and purport thereof and alsoe 
that Wee may be duely answered our parte and share of all 
such Forfeitures as ought to accrew to vs by virtue of the 
said lawes Now Ejiow yee that Wee for the consideraSons 
aforesaid and of our especiall grace certaine Enowledge and 
meere moSon have created and erected and by these presents 
for vs our heires and Successors doe create and erect the Office 
which shall bee and shall bee called the Office of Collector 
Surveyor and Searcher of our Customes within our Colonyes 
of New England vnder the management of our Commissioners 
of our Customes in this our Eingdome of England And that 
further alsoe Wee reposeing especiall trust and Confidence in 
the Fidelity care and Circumspecoon of our trusty and wdl- 
beloved ^iDacH llatdloI|l|^ £^' of our more especiall grace 
certeine Enowledge and meer moSon have given and granted 
and by these p^sents doe give and grant vnto the said Edward 
Bandolph the said Office of Collector Surveyor and Searcher 
of our Customes within our Colonyes of New England vnder 
the management of the Commissioners of our Customes in 



1681] AS COLLECTOB, SUBVETOBp AND 8EABCHSB OF CUSTOMS 886 

this our Eingdome of England and him the said Edward 
Randolph Collector Surveyor and Searcher of our Customes 
vdthin our said Colonyes of New England vnder the manage- 
ment of our Comissioners of our Customes in this our Eing- 
dome of England Wee doe by these p'sents Ordayne and 
Constitute To have and to hold the said Office of Collector 
Surveyor and Searcher as aforesaid vnto the said Edward 
Bandolph dureing our pleasure to bee executed by himselfe 
or his sufficient Deputy or Deputies And Ejiow yee further 
that Wee of our more especiall grace certaine Knowledge and 
meere mooon have given and granted and by these presents 
doe give and grant vnto the said Edward Bandolph for the 
Execuoon of the said Office the yearely sume of One hundred 
pounds payable quarterly att the Fower most vsuall Feasts 
or termes in the yeare (that is to say) the Feasts of Saint 
Michaell the Arch Angell the Birth of our lord Christ the 
Annuncia5on of the blessed virgin Mary and the Nativity of 
Saint John Baptist by even and equall porOons To bee paid 
vnto the said Edward Bandolph out of our Customes Subsidies 
and other duties ariseing vpon goodes and merchandizes im- 
ported or to bee imported into this our Eingdome of England 
or exported out of the same from time to time by the hands 
of our receiver generall Farmers or Collectors thereof the 
said Salary or allowance to comence from the Feast of Samt 
John Baptist now last past and the First payment to bee 
made for the quarter ended at the Feast of Saint Michaell 
the Arch Angell last past giveing and by these presents 
granting vnto the said Edward Bandolph his Depuly or 
Deputies full power and authority to Collect and receive to 
our vse all the aforesaid rates duties and Imposidons and to 
search for and seize all such Europian goods as contrary to 
the said lawes or any of them shall bee carried to any of 
our Colonies of New England which shall not have beene 
bona fide laden in this our Eingdome of England Dominion 
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of Wales or Towne of Berwick vppon Tweed as alsoe all 
such of the said plantacon Comodities which shall come to 
any of our said Collonyes of New land ^ and not have first 
paid before the ladeing thereof in any other of our said 
Plantacons the rates and duties as aforesaid respectively 
imposed on the said Con^odities and alsoe to seize all such 
shipps and vessells and theire lading respectively which con- 
trary to the aforesaid lawes or any of them shall lade or shall 
have laden any of the said plantacon Comodities not haveing 
first given bond with condicon as is provided in the Act of 
Parliament made in the twelfth yeare of our Raigne for the 
encouragement and encrease of shipping and Naviga5on and 
alsoe to search for seize and proceed against any other goods 
or Marchandizes shipps or vessells whatsoever as are or 
shalbe any otherwise lyable to Forfeiture as vncustomed or 
prohibited or any otherwaies whatsoever by virtue of the 
said Acts of Parliament or any of them or any other law 
now in force or that shall bee in force and to vse all lawfull 
wayes and meanes in relacon thereunto And Wee doe 
hereby Authorize Will and Comand the said Edward Randolph 
for his due Execuoon of the said Office to pursue and observe 
all such Orders rules and direc&ons concerning the same as 
hee hath already received or shall from time to time receive 
from vs or from y Comissioners of our Treasury now being or 
our high Treasurer or Comissioners of our Treasury which 
hereafter shall bee or from the Comissioners of our Customes 
in England which now bee or hereafter shall bee strictly 
chargeing and requireing all Governors Deputy Governors 
Magistrates Officers and persons whatsoever to be ayding 
and assisting to the said Edward Randolph or his Deputy 
or Deputies in all things concerning the due ExecuSon of the 
said Office and Wee doe also Comand and require all our 
Judges Justices of the peace and other Officers and Ministers 

^ Sic: New England. 
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That these our letters pattents bee allowed of in aU Courts of 
Becord or elsewhere within our said Colony of New England 
or any other our Dominions In Witnesse &c. Witnesse our 
selfe att Westminster the Fifteenth day of October. 

By writt of Privy Seal 

Public Becord Office, Patent BoU, S3 Charles II, 

Part 7, No. 15. 
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BISHOP GIBSON'S FIRST COMMISSION 

9 Fbbruaky, 1726-7 



HtjT ^C. Beverendo in Christo Patri Edmundo Permuh 
sione Divina "Episcopo Londiniensi SsAutem Cum Colonie 
Plantaciones ceteraqti^ Dominisk nostra, in i)« coDc<«nbiM. 
America in Dieceses nondum divise vel Bishop of London, 
formate neque alicui Diecesi infra Regnum ^l^^^^^^ 
No^^rum Magne Britannie annexa existant ractbne cujus 
Jurisdicctb in Causis Eccl[es]iasticis in illis vel eorum ali* 
quo ovient^ms Nobis vt supreme Ecclme in terris Capiti 
solum[m]odo spectat ac Nobis necessarium visum sit vt 
deinceps Jurisdiccib Spiritualis et Ecc1[es]iastica in Regio- 
nihus illis in Casibw inferius in his pr^entibu^ menctonati^ 
Authoritate No^^ra Begia secunium leges et Canones Ec* 
clesie Anglicane infra Angliam le^time receptor et sancitoa 
instituatur et exerceatur qua Sincerus Dei Cultus Beligio- 
nisqt^e Christiane pura Professio melius promoveatur Sciatis 
modo quod Nosde.vesMs sincera Beligione et Doctrina ac 
morum probitate et in rebu^ gerendis provida Circumspec- 
ctone et Industria plurimum in hac parte confidentes de 
Gra&a no^^ra speciali ac ex certa scientia et mero motu 
no3^ris Dedimus et Concessimus ac per presentes Damns 
et Concedimus Tibi pr^fato 'Episcopo Londinti^n^' plenam 
Potestatem et Authoritatem "per Te vel per sufficientem 
Commissarium tuum sive Commissarios tuos sufficientes par 
Te substituendo^ et Nominando^ exercendi Juridicctbnem 
spiritualem et Eccl[es]iasticam in respectivis Colonijs Plan- 
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tactbnibM ceterisque Dommijs Noa/ris in America Becundum 
leges et Oanones Ecclesie Anglicane infra Angliam l^time 
recepto# et sancito^ in specialibw Causis et materijs iiiferius 
in his presentibw expresst!^ et specificatia Ac pro Declara- 
c^one Begalis voluntatis Nostre quoad speciales Causas et 
materias in quibus Jurisdicctbnem antedtctom yirtute hujus 
Commissionis Nostre exerceri yolumus Dedimus vlterius et 
Concessimus Ac per pr^sentes Damns et Concedimus Tibi 
prefato Epiaco/K> TjondiDiensi plenam Potestatem et Authori- 
tatem per Te vel per sufficientem Co[m]missarium tuum 
sive Co[m]mi8sarios tuos sufficientes per Te substituendos 
et Nominando^ yisitandi fifrmea Eccleaias in Colonijs Plan- 
tac[i]onibti« ceterisque Doimnijs NastriB predtcds in America 
in quibM Divinum Servitium iuxta Ritus et litnrgiam Eo- 
* clesie Anglicane celebratum fuerit ac ontnes Ecclenartm pr^ 
dictaxum Bectores Curatos Ministros et Incumbentes sive 
alio quocumqtte nomine yocatos ac omnes Presbyteros et Dia- 
conos in Sacris Ordinibue Ecclerie Anglicane constitutor cum 
omni et omnbnoda Jurisdiccione Potestate et Ooercione Ec- 
cl[es]iastica quoad premissa requisita et ad dies boras et 
loca competen/iti quecumque quoties et quandocumque Tibi 
sive Go[m]mi8sario vel Commissariis predict magis congrua 
et opportuna videbuntur predictos Bectores Ouratos Minis* 
tros Incumbentes Presbyteros vel Dia conos in Sacris Ordi* 
nihus Eccleaie Anglicane constitutor aut aliquem vel aliquos 
eorum coram Te vel Commissario sive Commissarijs predtc<is 
evocandi et per Testes per Te sive Co[m]mis8arium vel Com- 
missarios predtcfos in debti^ Juris forma iurandos alijsque 
vijs ac modis l^timis quibue de Jure melius et efficacius id 
fieri possit Inquirendi de Moribur eorundem ac de Moribut 
Clericorum Parochialttcm ac Peritia Cura et Diligentia eorun- 
dem in omnibus Officijs ad locum Clerici Parochialis se- 
cundum leges et Canones Ecplerie Anglicane pertinentibtir 
peragendte ac etiam quecunque Juramenta licita in Curijs 
£ccl[es]iasticis consueta ministrandi ac corrigendi et puni* 



1729-7] BISHOP GIBSOITS FIRST CX)lOa88I0H 848 

endi pr^dic^os Bectores Curatos Ministros Incumbentes Pr^s* 
byteros et Diaconos in Sacris Ordinibw Eccleaie Anglicane 
constitutor et Clmcos Parochialer juzta eorum demerita sive 
p^r Amocibnem Deprivactbnem Suspenctbnexn Excommuni- 
cactbnem yel aliud quodcunqn^ genus Censurait/m Ecclesi- 
asticarum aut Correcctbnum deb[it]arttm iuxta Canones et 
leges Eccl[e8]iasticas predic^as Et vlterius Dedimus et Con- 
cessimus Ac per presentes Damus et Concedimus Tibi pr^* 
f ato E^ecpo Jjoniiniensi plenam Potestatem et Authoritatem 
per Te vel Co[m]mi88arium tuum sive Commissarios tuos 
sufficientes inquirendi de Statu et Beparactbne Eccleriarum 
Parochialuim et Domorum alicui Bectori Ministro Incum- 
benti sive alio quocunque nomine vocato spectan^wm seu 
pertinenfttim infra Colonias Plantaciones Ceteraque DaminiA 
Nostm, "predictik in America Ac de Provisione eomm omnium 
quorumcunqt/e pro decenti et regulari Celebractbne Divini 
Servitij et Administracibne Sacrorum in Eccleriis pr^dtc^is 
iuxta legis Exigentiam requisitort^m et necessariorum ac com* 
pellendi et coercendi omnes et singtilas personas que per leges 
adinde respective tente et obligate f uerint ad easdem Eccle- 
sias et domos et respective reparandor et sustinendo^ ac alias 
res et materias superius mencionatos providendor et suppe- 
ditandoa iuxta formam et processt/m Juris Eccl[es]ia8tici 
cum omni et om[n]i[m]oda leyitima Jurisdicczone Potestate 
et Coerctbne quoad premissa requisita ac etiam corrigendi et 
puniendi tales personam superius mencionator que in premissit 
delinquentes seu contumaces reperte fuerint iuxta eorum 
demerita per Excommunicacibnem vel aliud quodcunqt^e 
genus Censurart/m Eccl[es]iastican(m aut Correcctonum de- 
b[it]artini iuxta Canones et leges Eccl [es] iasticas predtctM 
et generaliter omnia et singula faciendi exercendi et exe- 
quendi que ad execudbnem Jurisdiccu>ntl9 Eccl[es]iastice in 
omnibus et singulis premissis l^time spectant vel pertinent 
seu circa ea necessaria fuerint Et vlterius de vberiori Gratia 
nosfra Dedimus et Concessimus ac per presentes Damus et 
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Concedimus Tibi pr^fato Epiacopo Londmiensi plenam Potes- 
tatem et Aucthoritatem de tempore in tempus Nommandi et 
Bubstituendi sub manu tuo et Sigillo tuo Episoc^pali Commis- 
sarios sufficientes ad omnia et singula premissa in seperali&M 
et respectivis Colonijs Plantactbnibu^ et Domtnijs pr^dic^is in 
America iuxta tenorem et veram intenabnem huius Com- 
missionis NoaAre exercenda et exequenda cum effectu et tales 
Gommissarios amovendi et mutandi de tempore in tempus 
prout Tibi expedient videbitur Habendum et gaudendum 
omnes et singvlas Potestates et Authoritates antedic^ Tibi 
prefato Episeopo Londiaiensi Quumdiu Nobis Placuerit Volu- 
mus tamen ac 'per pr^entes Declaramus et Ordinamus quad 
bene liceat et licebit alicui Persone sive aliquibt^ personis 
quibu^cunqi^ in quam vel in quas aliquod Judicium Decre- 
ttim sive Sententia virtute huius Commissionis No^^re data 
sive pronuntiata f uerit Appellare a tali Judicio Decreto sive 
sententia ad Predilectos et P^rquam Fideles et Consiliarios 
No^ros Reverendissimum in Christo Patrem Gulielmum 
Archiepiscopnm Cantuariensem ac Archiep»c(>^um Cantua- 
riensem pro tempore existen^^m Petrum D^minum King Bar- 
onem de Ockham Cancellarium Noa^m Magne Britannic ac 
Cancellarium N(>«<rum Magne Britannic vel Magni Nostri 
Sigilli Magne Britannic Custodem pro tempore existenton 
Beverendissimtim in Christo Patrem Lancelottum Archiept»- 
eopum Eboracens^m ac Archiepisdt^^um Eboracensem pro 
tempore existent^m Su[m]mum Thesaurarium Jfostrnm Magne 
, Britannic pro tempore Existenfem Gulielmum Ducem Devo- 
nie Consilij Nw^ri Privati Presidem ac Consilij Privati No^fri 
Presidem pro tempore existen/em Thomam Dominum Trevor 
Privati Sigilli Nostri Custodem ac Privati Sigilli Nostri Cus- 
todem pro tempore existen^em Lionel/t/m Cranfield Ducem 
de Dorset Seneschallum Hospitij No^^ri ac Seneschallum 
Hospitij No^^ri pro tempore existen^^m Carolum Ducem de 
Grafton Hospitij Nostri Camerarium ac Hospitij Nostri Came- 
rarium pro tempore existen^^m Thomam Ducem Novi Castri 
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vnum Frimariorum Secretarionim No^^roru^Ti Status Thomam 
Comitem de Westmorland Jacobum Comitem de Berkeley 
Primarium Admiralitatis Nostra Co[m]inissarium ac Sum- 
mum Admirallum No^/rum atqt<« Primarium Admiralitatis 
No^re Commissarium pro tempore existen^em Carolum Vice- 
comitem Townshend Alterum Primariorum Secretarion/m 
NostroTum Status ac Primarios Secretarios No^ros Status 
pro tempore existente^ Spencer Compton Militem de Balneo 
Domus No^^re Communmm Prolocutorem ac Domus ISostre 
Communtium Prolocutorem pro tempore existen^^m Robertum 
Walpole Nobilissimi Ordinis Periscelidis Equitem Scacoari] 
Nostri Cancellarium ac Erarij Nwfri Primarium Co[m]mi8- 
sarium atqw^ Scaecari] ^osiri Cancellarium et Erari[j] No^ftri 
Primarium Co[m]missarium pro tempore existeniem Bob^rtum 
Raymond Militem Gapitalem Justiciarium No^rum ad Pla- 
cita coram Nobis tenenda Assignattim ac Capital^m Justi- 
darium no«^rum ad Plocita coram Nobtf tenenda Assignattim 
pro tempore existen^n Josephum Jekyll' Militem Magt^s^rum 
Rotulorum Cancellani^ Nostre ac Magts^rum Rot[u]lorum Can- 
.cellarte No^re pro tempore existen/^m et RobMum Eyre 
Militem Capitalem Justiciarium Nostrum de Communi Banco 
ac Capitalem Justiciarium Nc^^^m de Commtmi Banco 'pro 
tempore existen^^m Quibti^ quidem Gulielmo Archiep»co/K) 
Cantuari^Tm ac Archiepiseopo Cantuarten^' pro tempore ex- 
istent' Petro Domtno King ac Cancellario Nostro Magne 
Britannic vel Magni Sigilli ^ostri Magne Britannic Custodi 
pro tempore existen^i Lancelotto Archiepi^{M>po Eboracensi 
ac Archieptsc6^ Eboracensi pro tempore existent' Summo 
Thesaurario No^^ro Magne Britannic pro tempore existen/i 
Gulielmo Duci Devonie ac Consilij Privati Nwiri Presidi 
pro tempore existent' Thome Domino Trevor ac Privati 
Sigilli "i^ostn Custodi pro tempore existen/i Lionel Cranfield 
Duci de Dorset ac Seneschallo Hospitij liostri pro tempore 
Existent' Carolo Duci de Grafton ac Hospitij ^ostii Came- 
rario pro tempore existent* Thome Duci Novi Castri Thome 
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Comiti de Westmorland Jacobo Comiti de Berkdey ac 
Summo Admirallo Nostra atque Primario Admiralitatis 
Nostre Commissario pra tempore exiatenH Oarolo vicecomiti 
Townshend ac Primarijs Secretarijs No^^ Status pro tem- 
pore eiDBienttbus Spencer Compton ac Domus Nostre Co[m}- 
munttim Prol[o]cutori pro tempore existent' Bob«rto Walpole 
ac Scaccari] 'Sostri Cancellario aique Erarij Nostn Primario 
Commissario pro tempore existent' Roberto Ra3rmond ac 
Capitoli Justiciario Nogtro ad Plocita coram Nobis tenenda 
Assignor pro tempore existent' Josepho Jekyir ac Magi^Aro 
Botulorum Cancellarte Nostre pro tempore existent' atque 
Roberto Eyre ac Capitali Justiciario No^tro de Commtmi 
Banco pro tempore existen/i' existentti^tfa de Privato Con- 
silio No^ro vel aliquibu^ trihua vel pluribu^ eorundem ex- 
isten^i^ de Private Consilio Nostra Plenam Potestatem et 
Authoritatem de tempore in tempus Audiendi et finaliter 
terminandi Omnes et singular tales Appellactbne^ et talta 
Judicta Decreta sive SentenciStw Affirmandi Mutandi sive 
Revocandi et Finaliter Judicta sive Sentencia9 superinde 
Dandi et Pronuntiandi Damns et Concedimus per presentes 
in tam amplis modo et forma quam Commissionarij sub 
Magno Sigillo Noa/ro Magne Britannic Constituti et As- 
signati virtute Statuti Anno Regni Domini Henrici nuper 
Regis Anglte Octavi vicesimo quinto editi Intitulati An Act 
for the Submission of the Clergy and Re8t[r]aint of Ap- 
peales in Appellactbniftt» ipsorum Determinacion[i] per Sta- 
trxtum predictum Subjectt^s procedere possint aut debeant 
Aliquo in Presentibu^ contents in contrarium in aliquo Non 
obstan^ Mandantes insuper et per presentes pro Nobis 
heredibtts et Successoribt» No^is firmiter iniungendo Prtf- 
cipientes tam omnibus et singulis Gubematoribif^ Generalibw 
JudicibM et Justiciaries No«^ qtiam omitibttf et singulis 
Rectoribu^ Incumbentibttf Ministris Officiarijs et Subditis 
Nc^^ris quibtMCunqtie infra Colonias Plantac[i]ones ceteraqu^ 
Daminia Nostra predict in America qtonl ipsi et eoncm quil^- 
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let Tibi prefato "Episecpo Londintbm et Commissario sive 
Co[m]inissariis pr^dtctis in debita execuctone "premiBsorum 
sit et sint Intendentes et Auxiliantes in omnibus prout decet. 
In cujus rei etaetera Teste Bege apud Weetmonasterium nono 
die Februarij : 

Per Br6t;e de Private Sigillo.^ 
—Patent Bottj No. S665, 13 Oeorge /, Part 4, No. 3 dorse. 

1 The late Ifr. B. E. 6. Kirk of London, to whom we were indebted for col* 
lating our eopj of this CommiflBion with the Patent Boll, stated that this enrol- 
ment is a transcript from the original letters patent, which may stiU be extant, 
perhaps in the Begistiy of the Bishop of London. As usual in enrolments, the 
first and last danses an abbreviated. The letters patent no donbt began thns : 
''Geoigias, Dei gratia Bex Magne Britannic,'* etc. ; and ended thus : 

In ddns rei testiinoninm pretentes has literas nostras fieri f edmns patentes. Teste 
meipso^ apnd Westmonaiteiiinn, nono die PebruariJ, anno regni nostri terdodedmow 

With respect to this Commisdon, see the Ptiblicafions of this Society, r. 
112-115, where wiU be foand an English trandation of a part of the Com- 
mission and a letter from Mr. Goodell relating to it. A tsanslation of the Com* 
mifldon in foil will be found in the Appendix to this volume, pp. 881-885, po9t 
This Commission was revoked and a new Commisnon, which follows, was issued 
to Gibson by George 11 on 29 April, 1728. 
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29 April, 1728 



ISitX ^f- Keverendo in Christo Patri Edmijndo permis- 
sione Divina T&piscopo Londinensi Salt^t^m Cum Colonie 
j>e Conee$9ioM. plaiitacioiies ceteraqu^ Domnis^ No«fra in 
Bishop of London. America nondum divisa vel formata neqt^^ 
CommiMion. alicui Diecesi infra Regnum no^^rum Magne 

Britannie annexa existant Bacibne cuius Jurisdiccib in Causis 
Eccle^iasticis in illis vel eorum aliquo OTientibw Nobis vt 
Supremo Ecclme in terns Capiti solummodo spectat ac 
Nobis necessarmm visum sit ut deinceps Jurisdicczb Spirit- 
ualis et Eccl[es]iastica in Regionibt^^ illis in Casibt/^ inferius 
in his pr^sentibt^ menctonatia Authoritate Nostrs, Regia 
Becundum leges et Canones Eccl[es]ie Anglicane infra Angliam 
le^time receptor et sancitod instituatur et excerceatur qua 
sincerus Dei Gultus Religionisqt^e Christiane Pura Professio 
melius promoveatur Cumqt^^ Regalis Pater Noster Georgius 
primus nuper Rex Magne Britannie &c. per li^eras suas 
Patentes sub Magno Sigillo suo Magne Britannie conf ectafl 
gerentes Datam apud Westmonasterium nono die Februarij 
Anno Regni sui decimo tertio Dederit et Concesserit tibi 
prefato "Episcopo Londinensi Plenam Potestatem et Authori- 
tat^m p^r te vel 'per sufficientem Commissarium tuum vel 
Commissarios tuos sufficientes per te Substituendo^ et nomi- 
nando^ exercendt Jurisdiccionem Spm^alem et Eccl[es]i- 
asticam in respectivis Colonijs Plantacionibt^ ceterisqz^^ 
Domnijs suis in Americe durante Beneplocito dicti nuper 
Regis pr^^ut per easdem literas Patentes (relacibne inde 
ho&ita) plenius liquet et apparet Sciatis modo quod Nos Re- 
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vocavimus et Detenninavimus ac per presentes Bevocamus 
et Determinamus dtcfos recitato^ literas Patentes ac omnia 
et singula in eisdem contenta Et vlterius Sciatis quod Nos 
de ves^ris Sinoera Religione et Doctrina ac Moriim probitate 
et in rebtt^ gerendis provida Circumspeccione et Industria 
plurimum in hac parte Confidentes de Gratia nostra, speciali 
ac ex certa Scientia et mero motu Noa/ris Dedimus et 
Concessimus ac p^ pr^entes Damns et Conoedimus tibi 
'prefaXo 'Episoopo Londinensi plenam Potestatem et Authori- 
tatem 'per te vel per snfficientem Commissarinm tuum sive 
CoiTimissarios tuos sufficientes per te Substituendoa et Nomi- 
nsLudos exercendi Jurisdiccibnem Spirifualem et Eccl[es]iasti- 
cam in Bespectivis Colonijs PlantacK>nibf(^ ceterisqt/a Domnija 
NostnB in America secundum leges et Canones Ecclesie Angli- 
cane infra Angliam le^time receptoa et sancito^ in Specialibu^ 
Causis et Materijs inferius in his presentibu^ expressta et 
speeificatia Ac pro Declaracione Begalis voluntatis No^tre 
quoad speciales Causas et materias in quibt<» Jurisdiccibnem 
antedic/am virtute huius Commissionis no^re exerceri volu- 
mus Dedimus vlterius et Concessimus Ac [per] presentes 
Damns et Concedimus tibi prefato Epi^c^o Londinensi 
plenam Potestatem et Authoritatem per te vel per suffici- 
entem Commissarium tuum sive Commissarios tuos suffi- 
cientes per te Substituendo8 et Nominandod visitandi Omnes 
Eccle^ias in Colonijs Plantacsbnibu8 ceter[i]sque Dommijs 
Noj^ris predtc^is in America in quibue Divinum Servitium 
iuxta Bitus et liturgiam EccWie Anglicane celebratum fuerit 
ac omnes Eccle^iarum [predictarum] Bectores Curatos Minis- 
- tros et Incumbentes sive alio quocunque nomine vocatos ac 
omnes Presbyteros et Diaconos in Sacris Ordinibue EccWie 
Anglicane constitutor cum omni et omnimoda Jurisdicc/one 
Potestate et Coercaione Eccl[es]iastica quoad premissa re- 
quisita et ad dies boras et loca competen/ia quecunque 
quoties et quandocunqtie tibi sive Commissario vel Com- 
misaarijs predicfis magia congrua et opportuna videbuntur 
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predtc^os Bectores Curatos Ministros Incumbentes Pr^sbjte- 
ros vel Diaconos in Sacris Ordinibu^ EccWie Anglicane 
constituW aut aliquem vel aliquos eorum et non alias 
quascunqtce p^rsonas coram te vel Co[m]missario sive Comr 
missarijs predicds evocandi et per Testes p^ te sive 
Co[in]missarium vel Commissarios pr^dtcfos in debita Juris 
forma iurandos alijsqu^ vijs et modis I^timis quibu^ de Jure 
melius et Efficacius id fieri possit inquirendi de moribus 
eorundem secundum leges et Canones Eccle^ie Anglicane 
pertinentibtf^ peragend' ^ ac etiam quecunque Juramenta licita 
in Curijs Eccl[es]iasticis consueta Ministrandi ac Corri- 
gendi et puniendt predicts Bectores Ministros Incumbentes 
Fr^byteros et Diaconos in Sacris Ordinibus Eccle^ie Angli- 
cane constitutor iuxta eorui» Demerite sive p^r Amoctbnem 
Suspenctbnem Exco[m]municao»bnem vel aliud quodcunqt^ 
Genus Censurarum Eccl[e8]iasticarum aut Correccionum 
debitarum iuxta Canones et leges Eccl[es]iasticas "predsctaa 
Et vlterius de vberiori Gratia nostra, Dedimus et Conces- 
simus Ac per pr^entes Damns et Concedimus tibi prefata 
'E^iscopo Londinensi plenam potestat^m et authoritatem de 
tempore in tempus No[m]i[n]andi et Substituendi sub manu 
tua et Sigillo tuo 'Episcopali Commissaries sufficientes ad 
omnia et singula premissa in seporale^ et respectivis Colo- 
nics Flantactbnibur et Domtnijs pr^dtc^is in America iuxta 
tenorem et veram Intencibnem huius Co[m]missionis nostre 
exercenda et exequenda cum effectu et isAes Commissarios 
amo[v]endi et mutandi de tempore in tempus prout tibi 
expediens videbitur Habendum et gaudendum omnes et singu- 
las Potestates et Authoritates ante dic^as tibi pref ato 'E^piseopo 
Londinensi Quamdiu Nobis Pla[c]uerit Volumus tamen ac 
'per pr^sentes Dedaramus et Ordinamus quod bene liceat et 
licebit alicui personae sive aliquibur p^rsonis quibu^unque in 
quam vel in quas aliquod Judicium Decretum sive Sententia 

1 Mr. Kirk, who fondshed us with » copy of this Commission from the Plttent 
Roll, stated that in the printed oopj '< ptifl pagend " are said to be inserted in 
the original, " aa it seems by mistake of the clerk.** 
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• 

virtute huius Commissionis No^tre datum sive pnmuntiatttm 
faerit appellare a tali Judicio Decreto sive Sententia ad 
predil^tos et perqtiam Fidelea CoDsiliart!^^ No^^ros Beve- 
rendissimum in Christo Patrem Gulielmum Archiept^ero/^um 
Cantuariensem et Archiep^copum Cantuaiiensem pro tempore 
ezisten^^m Petrum D^mmum King Baronem de Ockham 
Cancellarium l^ostnxm Magne Britannie et Cancellarium No- 
ttnxm Magne Britannie vel Magni nostri Sigilli Magne Bri- 
tannie Custodem pro tempore existen^em Reverendissimum in 
Christo Patrem Lancellottum Archiepe^c^opum Eboracensem ac 
Archiepiscopum Eboracensem pro tempore existen^em Sum- 
mum Thesaurarium No^^rum Magne Britannie pro tempore 
existenfem WilWmum Ducem Devonie Consilij no^ci Privati 
Presidem ac Consilij Privati No^ftri Pr^idem pro tempore 
existen^em Thomam Domtnum Trevor Privati SigilH No^ 
Custodem ac Privati Sigilli Nostn Custodem pro tempore 
existenfem laonel^m Cranfield Ducem de Dorset Senescallum 
Hospitij Nostri pro tempore existen/em Carolum Ducem de 
Grafton Hospitij No^^ri Camerarium ac Hospitij No«/ri Came- 
raritim pro tempore existen^^m Thomam Ducem Novi Castri 
vnum Primariortim Secretariortim Nogtrorum Status Thomam 
Comitem de Westmorland Carolum Yicecomitem Townshend 
alteram Primariortim Secretarionim no^^rorum Status ac Prim- 
aries Secretar[i]os Nostras Status pro tempore existent 
Greorgium Vicecomitem de Torrington Primarium Admir^ 
alitatis Nostre Co[m]missarium ac Summum Admirallum 
nostmm atqu^ Primaritim Admiralitatis No^^re Co[m]mis- 
sarium pro tempore existen/em Arthuram Onslow Arm^erum 
Domus Nostre Communttim Prolocutotorem Ac Domus no^fre 
Communuim Prolocutorem pro tempore existenton Bobertum 
Walpole Nobilis[s]imi Ordinis Periscelidis Equitem Seoccarii 
Narin Cancellarium ac Erarij 'iiostri Primaruim Co[m]mis- 
8ar[i]um sAque Scoccorij Nosfri Cancellarium et Erarij Nostri 
Primartum Commissarium pro tempore existen/^m Bob^um 
Baymond Milti^ Capitalem Justiciar[i]um nostrum ad plo- 
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■ 

cita coram Nobis tenenda ABsignaium Itc Capitakm Justi- 
cia,num no^rum ad Flodta coram Nobis tenenda Assignafo^t 
pro tempore existential Josephum Jekyll Militem Mag»^nim 
Botulorz/iTt Cancellarti^ Nostre ac Magi^s^rum Botulorum Can- 
cellari^ nostre pro tempore existen^^m Et Bob^um Eyre 
Militem Capital^m Justiciariu/Tt Nostrum de Co[m]muni Banco 
ac Capitalam Justiciartum No6^m de Communi Banco prd 
tempore existen^m Quibu^ quidem WiWelmo Arcliie^copo 
Cantuarensi ac Archiepi^^c^ Cantuarensi pro tempore Ex- 
isten/i Petro Doimno King ac Cancellario No^o Magne 
Britannic vel Magni Sigilli No^ Magne Britannic Custodi 
pro tempore existen^t Lancellotto Archiep[i8cop]o Eboracenai 
Ac Archiept^(T(>po Eboracensi pro tempore existent' Summo 
Thesaurio nostro Magne Britannic pro tempore existen^i 
Willehio Duci Devonie ac Consilij Privati no^^ri Pr^idi 
pro tempore existent' Thome Domino Trevor ac Privati 
Sigilli N(?«/ri Custodi pro tempore existen/t Lioneh' Cranfield 
Duci de Dorset ac Senescallo Hospitij rwstri pro tempore 
existenAf Caroli Duci de Grafton ac Hospitij No^ri Came- 
rario pro tempore existenti Thome Duci Novi Castri Thome 
Comiti de Westmorland Carolo Vicecomiti Townshend ac 
Primaries Secretaries no^tris Status pro tempore existentibus 
Giorgio Vicecomiti Torrington Ac Summo Admirallo Nostra 
atque Primario Admiralitatis No^fra Co[m]missario pro tem- 
pore [existenti] Arthuro Onslow ac Domus nostre Com- 
mxxmum Prolocutori pro tempore existen/i Roberto Walpole 
ac Sooccarij no^fri Cancellario Atque Erarij No^tri Primario 
Commissario pro tempore existen/t Roberto Raymond et 
Capital! Justiciario 'Nostra ad ploctta coram nobis tenenda 
Assignor pro tempore existen/i' Josepho Jekyll ac Magi^fro 
Rotulon/m Cancellarie Nostre pro tempore existen/> atque 
Roberto Eyre Ac CapitaH Justicianb Nostra de Co[m]muni 
Banco pro tempore existen/i de Private Concillio Nostro 
existen/ii^u^ vel aliquibue tribtie vel pluribu^ eorundem ex- 
isten/i^ de Private Consilio Nostra Plenam Potestatem et 
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« 

Authoritat^m de tempore in tempos audiendi et finaliter 

terminandi omnes et Bing[u]Ia8 tsAes appellactbnes et talsa 

Judicia Decreta sive Sententias affirmandi mutandi sive 

revocandi et finali^^ Judicia sive Sententias superinde dandi 

et pronuntiandt Damns et Concedimus per pr^entes in tam 

amplis modo et forma qtiam Commissionarij sub Magno 

Sigillo No^^ro Magne Britannie constituti et Assignati virtute 

Statuti Anno Regni Dammi Henrici nup^ Regis Anglie 

Octavi yicesimo quinto editi Intitulati (An Act for the 

Submission of the Clergy and Restraint of Appeales) in 

AppellacK)nidtt^ i^OTum Determinactont per Statutum pr^ 

dictum Subiectt^ pr6>cedere possint et debeant aliquo in 

presentibs^ contents in contrarium in aliquo non obstante 

Mandantes insuper et per presentes firmiter iniu[n]gendo 

precipientes tam omnibt^ et singtilis Gubematoribtttf Gener- 

alibtf^ Judicibu^ et Justiciariis No^ris qt^am omnibus et singt/lis 

Rectoribt(« Incumbentibt^ Ministris Officiarijs et Subditis 

Nostris qviihuscxmque infra Colonias Plantactbnes ceteraqt^ 

Dominia, nostra praiic^a in America quod ip^i et eorum quilei^et 

tibi prefat(> 'Eipiscapo Londinensi et Co[m]missario sive Com- 

missarijs predicts in debita Execuctone premissorum sit et 

sint Intendentes et Auxiliantes in omnibus prout decet In 

cuius rei &c. Teste Rege apud Westmonasterium yicesimo 

nono die Aprilis. 

Per Bveve de Privato Sigillo.* 

— Patent RoUy No. S57^y 1 Oeorge II, Part 7, No. 16. 

1 Mr. Kirk stated that the orig^al, in Colonial Offioe, Class 828, Yolnme 9, 
Na 10, begins thus : ** Georgios Seoundns, Dei gratia Magna Britannia, Francis, 
et Hibemia, Bex, fidei defensor, &o. Beyerendo," etc. ; and ends thus: 

In cigas rei Testimoniam, has Uteris nostrai fieri fedmns patentee. Teste meipso 
apnd Westmonasteriam, Tioesimo nono die Aprilis, Anno Begni nostri primo. Per Bre' 
de FriTsto Sigillo. BisseftBray. 

It should be added that this Comndssion is printed, both in Latin and in 
English, in Bocaments relatiye to the Colonial History of the State of New 
York, ▼. 849-854. A translation .will be found in the Appendix to this volnmei 
pp. 886-^90, jwff. 
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LORD WILLOUGHBTS COMMISSION 

▲8 

VICB-ADMIRAL OF BARBADOS, ETC. 

26 JJLRUABT, 1666-7 



THE DUKE OF TOBK^ C01CHI88I0N1 CONSTrrunNG THE LOBD 

WILLIAM WILLOUGHBY YICE-ADMIBAL OP THE BABBA- 

DOS AND THE REST OF THE CABIBBEE 

ISLA19DS IN AMEBICA > 

JIamrtf, Duke of York and Albany, Earl of Ulster, Constable 
id the Castle of Dover, Lord Warden of the Cinque Ports, Goy- 
emor of the Town of Portsmouth, Knight of the Illustrious Order 
of the Garter, Lord High Admiral of England and L:eland and 
Wales and of the dominions and islands of the same. Captain Gen- 
eral of the Town of Calais or the Marches of the same, of Nor- 
mandy, Gascony, and Aquitaine, and of the fleet and seas of the 
said Kingdoms of England and Ireland, and likewise Lord High 
Admiral of the dominions of New England, Jamaica, Virginia, Bar- 
bados, Saint Christppher, [and] Antigua, in America, of Guinea, 
Benin,' and Angola in Africa, of Tangia or Tangiers, a province of 
the Kingdom of Fez in Africa aforesaid, and of the islands and 
dominions of the same, and of all and singular other dominions 
whatBoever in parts beyond the sea unto our Most Serene Lord and 
brother Charles the Second, by the Grace of God King of Great 



^ Hie translation of the Latin Commissions of Yioe- Admirals (pp. 187-28S, 
anU) has been made with constant leferenoe to the English phraseology of 
William Shirley's Commission (pp. 237-246, ante), and of the Commission of 
Hans Stanley as Vioe-Admiral in the Isle of Wight in 17S5 (as printed in Sir 
Sherston Baker, The Office of Vice- Admiral of the Coast, 1884, pp. 61-S8). 

' The Latin text of this Commission will be found on pp. 187-198, ante. 

* Or Binnet^ as Benin was then sometimes called. See Rymer*s Foedera, 
adz. 870. The Latin text (p. 187, anU) has Bmnim. 
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Britain, France, and Ireland, etc., belonging, and Captain Gren- 
eral of the fleets and seas of the said places, — to our beloved 
HSiUiam IBaron WSUUousfyln of |Bar||8ltl, Captain General and 
Governor in Chief of the Island of Barbadoes and of the other 
Caribbee Islands, etc., Chreetingi 

L To take cognizance of and proceed in whatsoever causes 
civil and maritime, and in complaints, contracts, offences or sus- 
pected offences, crimes, pleas, debts, exchanges, accounts, charter 
parties, agreements, suits, trespasses, injuries, extortions, demands, 
or businesses civil and maritime whatsoever, commenced or to be 
commenced between merchants, or between owners and proprietors 
of ships and all other vessels and merchants, or others whomsoever 
with such owners and proprietors of ships and all other vessels 
whatsoever employed and used within the jurisdiction of our Most 
Serene Lord the King his Admiralty of Barbados and the other 
Caribbee Islands and of all and singular other islands, colonies, and 
plantations belonging to our Most Serene Lord the King lying be- 
tween ten and twenty degrees of North Latitude and extending 
toward the East from the Island of Saint John of Portorico to 
three hundred and twenty-seven degrees, or of whatsoever parts of 
islands and plaices adjacent to the same, or between any other per- 
sons whomsoever had, made, begun, or contracted for any thing, 
matter, cause, or business, or injury whatsoever, done or to be done 
as well in, upon, or by the sea or public riveis, fresh waters, ports, 
streams, or creeks, and places overflowed whatsoever within the 
flowing and ebbing of the sea and to high-water mark, or upon the 
shores or banks whatsoever adjacent to the same or to any one of 
them from whatsoever first bridges toward the sea, throughout ^ the 
Island of Barbados and the other places aforesaid or the dominions of 
the same or elsewhere beyond the sea or in whatsoever parts beyond 
the sea, together with all and singular their incidents, emergencies, 
dependencies, annexed and connexed causes and businesses what- 
soever, [wheresoever] ^ or howsoever such causes and complaints* 
contracts and other premises abovesaid, or any one of them, may 

^ The Latm text (p. 188, 1. 26, anU) has vA, but we should certainly resd 
per (** throughout ")• See Andros'B Second Commiaeion, p. 204, L 28, ante, and 
ef . Rymer*8 Foedera, xt. 158, 104. 

* Here Mcunqu^ should doubtlefis be inserted in the Latin text (p. 188, L 81, 
anU), See Phips's Commission, p. 207, 1. 2, ante. 
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happen to arise, be celebrated, contracted, or done, to hear and de- 
termine according to the laws civil and maritime and the customs 
received in the Principal Court of our foresaid Lord the King his 
Admiralty of Barbados and of the other places aforesaid and in 
whatsoever maritime parts of them and adjacent to every of tbem : 

2. And moreover in all and singular complaints, contracts, agree- 
ments, and causes and businesses civil and maritime to be per- 
formed or contracted beyond the sea or to be fulfilled in the foresaid 
bland of Barbados and the places aforesaid or the adjacent island 
parts of the same, howsoever arising or happening : 

8. And also in the other causes and matters all and singular 
which in any manner whatsoever touch or in any way concern, or 
by right ought to have belonged or ought to belong unto the 
maritime jurisdiction of our foresaid Lord the King his Admiralty 
aforesaid in the foresaid Island of Barbados and the other places 
aforesaid and the insular parts to the same adjacent whatsoever : 

4. And generally in all and singular other causes, suits, crimes, 
offences, excesses, complaints, injuries, misdemeanors or suspected 
misdemeanors, regratings, forestallings, and maritime businesses 
whatsoever throughout the places aforesaid within the maritime 
jurisdiction of our foresaid Lord the King his Admiralty of Barbados 
and of other places aforesaid, by sea or water or the banks or shores 
of the same, howsoever done, committed, perpetrated, or arising : 

6. And also to inquire by the oath of honest and lawful men of 
the said Island of Barbados and other places aforesaid and the be- 
yondnsea and insular parts of the same and to every of the same 
adjoiuing, wheresoever dwelling, as well within liberties and fran- 
chises as without, as well concerning all and singular the things 
[which] ^ of right by the statutes, ordinances, and customs of the 
foresaid Principal Court of Admiralty ought to be inquired after, 
as concerning wreck of the sea and concerning all and singular the 
goods and chattels of whatsoever traitors, pirates, manslayers, and 
felons, howsoever offending within the maritime jurisdiction of our 
foresaid Lord the King his Admiralty aforesaid, wd concerning the 
goods, debts, and chattels of all and singular their maintainors, 
accessories, counsellors, abettors, or assistants whomsoever: 

6. And also concerning the goods, debts, and chattels of whatso* 

^ The Lalin text (p. 189, 1. 29, ante) erroneofislj omits qum. See Fhips'a 
Gommiasion, p, 207, L 29, ante. 
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ever other persons felons of themselves, and of whatsoever person 
felon of himself y in whatsoever manner or howsoever coming to their 
death within the maritime jurisdiction aforesaid, wheresoever such 
goodSy debts, and chattels or any parcel of the same, bj sea, water, or 
land in the said Island of Barbados and other places aforesaid and 
maritime parts of the same and to every of them adjoining whatso- 
ever, as wen within liberties and franchises as without, shall be found 
or to be found, forfeited or to be forfeited, or in being, whatso- 
ever [they may be] : 

7. And also concerning whatsoever goods, debts, and chattels 
of whatsoever other persons felons of themselves, and of whatsoever 
other [person] felon of himself, found or to be found or happening 
within the maritime jurisdiction aforesaid : 

8. And moreover as well concerning the goods, debts, and chattels 
of whatsoever other traitors, felons, and manslayers, wheresoever 
offending within the jurisdiction aforesaid, and concerning the 
goods, debts, and chattels of their maintainers, accessories, counsel- 
lors, abettors, or assistants,^ and concerning the goods, debts, and 
chattels of whatsoever fugitives, persons attainted, convicted, out- 
lawed, or howsoever put or to be put in exigent for treason, felony, 
manslaughter, or murder, or any other offence whatsoever, or crime 

9. And also concerning goods waving, flotsam, jetsam, lagan, 
shares, treasure found or to be found, deodands, and concerning 
the goods of [all] others whomsoever had or to be had as derelict 
or by chance found ^ or to be found, or howsoever due or to be due, 
and concerning all other casualties, as well in, upon, or by the sea 
and shores, creeks, or coasts of the sea, or maritime parts, as in, 
upon, or by fresh waters, ports, public rivers, streams, or creeks 
whatsoever, or places overflowed within the flowing and ebbing of 
the sea, or to high-water mark, or upon the shores or banks of any one 
of the same, from whatsoever first bridges toward the sea, howsoever, 
whensoever, or in what manner soever arising, happening, or pro- 
ceeding, whatsoever [they may be], or wheresoever the goods, debts, 
chattels, or other the premises or any parcel of the same may be 
foimd or shall happen to be found within the maritime jurisdiction 

^ The Latin text (p. 190, 1. 22, ante) has existmiium by enor for OMistentiiun. 
See Fhipe'B CommiBsion, p. 208, 1. 22, ante, 

' The Latin text (p. 100, L 80, ante) has reparAs by error for reperAiu See 
Fhips's Commission, p. 208, 1. 80, ante. 
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of the Island of Barbados and of other places aforesaid or insular 
parts aforesaid adjoining to the same : 

10. And further concerning anchorages and lastages or sand 
ballast of ships, and concerning; fishes rojal (to wit, sturgeons, 
baleens,^ whales, porpoises, dolphins, rigs, and grampuses) and gen- 
erally concerning particular fishes whatsoever having in themselves 
great or huge bulk or fatness by right or custom to our abovesaid 
Lord the King in the said office of his Admirally of Barbados 
aforesaid and of other places aforesaid appertaming or in any way 
belonging : 

11. To ask, require, levy, take, collect, receive, and obtain, and 
to the use of [our] foresaid Lord the King and of the office of 
his High Admiral aforesaid for the time being to keep and preserve 
the same wreck of the sea and goods, debts, and chattels and all 
and singular other the premises, together with all and all man- 
ner of fines, mulcts, issues, forfeitures, amercements, ransoms, and 
recognizances whatsoever, forfeited^ or to be forfeited, and pe- 
cuniaiy punishments for trespasses, crimes, injuries, extortions, 
contempts, and other misdemeanors whatsoever, or for any other 
thing, matter, or cause whatsoever imposed or inflicted, to be im- 
posed or infficted, — howsoever, in the said Island of Barbados and 
other islands, colonies, and plantations aforesaid or maritime parts 
of the same and to every of them adjacent whatsoever, presented 
or to be presented, assessed, brought, forfeited, or adjudged in the 
Court of Admiralty of Barbados and of other places aforesaid held 
or to be held, and also together with [aU] amercements, issuesi 
fines, perquisites, mulcts, and pecuniaiy punishments whatsoever 
and forfeitures of [all] recognizances whatsoever before you or your 
deputy or deputies or other justices of our foresaid Lord the King 
or his heirs and successors their Admiralty of Barbados aforesaid 
and of other places aforesaid, or before three of the same, appointed 
or to be appointed by commissional letters patent of our said Lord the 
King, his heirs or successois, according to the statutes thereupon 
made and provided and the customs received in the Principal Court 
of our said Lord the King his Admiralty aforesaid made* and to be 



^ An old word for «« whale.** 

> The Latin text (p. 101, 1. 28, anu) bas/wvybcfiiHa by emur fotforis/acda. 
See Fhipe's Ck>inmiB8ion, p. 200, 1. 18, anU. 
* Made agrees with Utten, above. 
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made under the Great Seal of England, for ^ hearing and determin- 
ing (in the said Island of Barbados and other places aforesaid and 
maritime parts of the same or to any of them adjacent whatsoever) 
all and singular treasons, robberies, felonies, murders, manslaugh- 
ters, confederacies, and other offences, trespasses, contempts, mis* 
piisions, spoils, and misdemeanors committed or to be committed 
within the maritime jurisdiction aforesaid, happening,^ imposed or 
to be imposed or to be inflicted or in any other manner by reason 
of the premises howsoever due or to be due to our Lord tiie King 
or his heirs or successors : 

12. And further to take all manner of recognizances, cautions, 
obligations, and stipulations, as well to the use of our foresaid Lord 
the King as to our use, or at the instance of whatsoever parties, for 
agreements or debts and other causes whatsoever, and to put them 
in execution and to cause and command them to be executed: 

18. And also actually to arrest or cause and command to be 
arrested, according to the civil and maritime hiws and the customs 
received and used in the Ciourt of Admiralty of our Lord the King, 
ships, persons, things, goods, wares and merchandises whatsoever, 
for the premises and every of them and for [all] other causes what- 
soever concerning them,* wheresoever they shall be met with or 
found in the said Island of Barbados and other places aforesaid or 
maritime parts of the same or to every of them adjoining whatso- 
ever, within liberties and franchises or without, and also for [all] 
other agreements, causes, or offences whatsoever, howsoever con- 
tracted or arising, provided that the goods and persons of the 
debtors may be found within the jurisdiction aforesaid, and to hear, 
examine, discuss, and finally determine the same with their emer- 
gencies, dependencies, incidents, annexed and connexed causes and 
businesses whatsoever, together with all other causes civil and mar^ 
itime and complaints, contracts, and all and every the other prem- 

^ Here the Latin text (p. 192, 1. 6, anU) has Ac and begins a new psragraph. 
The MS is unreadable as printed. The Bcri^ener or copying elerk did not heed 
or understand the sense. The emendation ad is oertain (see the formula in 
Bymer's Fcddera, xv. 195). The oonneotion is : *' appointed or to be appointed 
• • . lor hearing and determining . . . aU and singular the treasons," etc. 

* These partidples and adjectives belong grammatically to ** amercements, 
issues, fines, perquisites, mulcts, and pecuniary punishments whatsoerer and 
forfeitures of [aU] recognizances *' in lines 26-28^ p. 861, ante. 

* I. e., the premises. 
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ises whatsoever aboTe lespectiyelj expressed, according to the laws 
and customs aforesaid and hy other lawful ways, manners^ and 
means according to the best of your knowledge and ability : 

14. And to compel all manner of persons in that behalf, as the 
case shall require, to answer, with power of any temporal coercion 
and of any other penalty and mulct, according to the laws and cus- 
toms aforesaid, in order to do and administer justice, and also to 
proceed, not observing the regular order of law, or openly and 
plainly, without judicial technicalities and formalities, looking 
only into the truth of the fact and thing,^ and to fine, correct, 
punish, chastise, and reform, imprison and cause and command to 
be imprisoned in any jails being ^ within the Island of Barbados 
and other places aforesaid and maritime places of the same or to 
every of them adjacent, the parties g^ly and contemners and 
violators of the law or jurisdiction of our foresaid Lord the King 
his Admiralty of Barbados and other places aforesaid, usurpers, 
delinquents, and contumacious absenters, masters of ships, mari- 
ners, rowers, fishermen, shipwrights, and other workmen and arti- 
ficers whatsoever exercising any kind of maritime a£Eairs, as well 
according to the said civil and maritime laws and the customs and 
ordinances aforesidd and their demerits as according to the laws 
and in conformity with the statutes and ordinances of our above- 
said Lord the King and of his kingdom of England aforesaid in 
that behalf made and provided and by the power to us in this be- 
half granted, and to deliver and absolutely dischaige and cause and 
command to be discharged whatsover peisons imprisoned in that 
behalf are to be discharged: 

15. And [to preserve and cause to be preserved]' the public 
rivers, ports, streams, and fresh waters and creeks whatsoever 
within the maritime jurisdiction aforesaid, wheresoever they are in 
the foresaid Island of Barbados and other places aforesaid and 
maritime parts of the same and to every of them adjacent whatso- 

^ The Latin text (pp. 192-193 , ante) is somewhat oormpt here. For a bet- 
ter reading, aee Phipe's Commisaioii (p. 211, ante/ with translation, p. S7Q,po8t^ 
and the footnote). 

* The Latin text (p. 194, 1. 8, ante) emmeonsly omits *< being'* (existentibus) 
here and adds *<and being ** (ac exigtentia) to "Bd}9ceiDt*' (adjacenlia). Com- 
pare Phipe's Commission, p 211, L 11, ante* 

* See p. 877 note 1. 
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eyer, for the piesenration as well of the fleet of his Royal Majesty 
and of the fleets and yessels of his kingdoms and dominions as of 
whafaBoever fishes inczeasing in the same riveis and places aforesaid: 

16. And also to keep and cause and command to be executed 
and kept, in the said Island of Barbados and other islands, col- 
onies, and plantations aforesaid and maritime and insular parts of 
the same and to every of them adjacent whatsoeyer, the ordinances 
and statutes whatsoever of our foresaid Lord the King and of his 
kingdom of England aforesaid in that behalf made and provided, 
in conformity with and according to the power to us in that behalf 
granted,^ and to do, exercise, expedite, and execute all and singu- 
lar other things in the premises and in every of them, as they by 
right and according to the laws, statutes, and ordinances aforesaid 
should be done : 

17. And moreover to punish, correct, and reform nets too close 
and other unlawful contrivances or instruments whatsoever for 
the catching of fishes wheresoever, by sea or public rivers, ports, 
streams, fresh waters, or creeks, throughout the foresaid Island of 
Barbados and other places aforesaid and maritime parts of the 
same or to any of the same adjacent whatsoever, used or exercised 
by water within the jurisdiction aforesaid wheresoever, and the 
exercisers or occupiers of them, according to the said statutes and 
ordinances of our foresaid Lord the King and of his kingdom of 
England aforesaid to the contrary made and provided, and to pro- 
nounce, promulgate, and interpose all manner of sentences and de- 
crees and to put them ^ in execution, with cognizance and jurisdiction 
of whatsoever other causes civil and maritime relate to the sea or 
in any manner of ways concern or respect the transit or passage of 
the sea, or naval or maritime voyage, or the maritime jurisdiction 
abovesaid, or the places or limits of the foresaid Admiralty of our 
Lord the King aforesaid and ' cognizance aforementioned, and [all] 
other things whatsoever done or to be done, with power also to 
proceed in the same according to the civil and maritime laws and 
the customs received and used in the court aforesaid, as well of 

1 Literally " made** (faelam) (p. 194, L 17, anU). 

* The Latin text (p. 196, L 2, ante) has eosque by error for eaque^ Ses 
Phipe's Commission, p. 212, 1. 9, ante. 

* The Latin text (p. 196, L 8, ante) has ad (^^ to <a for") by error for ei 
Q* and "). See Fhipe's Commission, p. 212, L 14, ante. 
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mere office, mixed and promoted,^ as at the iiiBtance of any party, 
as the case shall require ^ and it shall seem expedient : 

18. Also with cognizance and decision concerning wreck of the 
sea, great or small, and concerning the death, drowning, and view 
of dead bodies of [all] persons whatsoever, howsoever killed or 
drowned or to be killed or drowned, or murdered or to be murdered, 
or in any other manner coming to their death in the sea or public 
livers, ports, fresh waters, or creeks whatsoever within the flow- 
ing and ebbing of the sea and to high water mark [throughout] * 
the foresaid Island of Barbados and other places aforesaid and 
maritime parts of the same and to any one of them adjacent what- 
soever, or elsewhere within the jurisdiction aforesaid, idso together 
with the keeping and preserving of the statutes of this Kingdom of 
England concerning wreck of the sea and concerning the office of 
coroner in the third and fourth years of Edward the First, and of the 
statute concerning goods robbed on the sea, etc., in the twenty- 
seventh year of Edward the Third, sometime Kings of England, 
respectively made and provided : ^ 

19. And together with the cognizance 6f mayhem in the places 
aforesaid within the jurisdiction and the flowing and ebbing of 
the sea and water, there happening,^ with power also of punish- 
ing [all] delinquents in that kind whomsoever according to the 
exigency of the law and the custom of our Principal Court of 
Admiralty aforesaid, and to do, exercise, and execute all and 
singular the other things which in the premises only and about 
them shall be necessaiy or in any way soever fitting, by and accord- 
ing to the laws civil and maritime and the statutes and ordinances 
aforesaid and the style, manner, and custom of the Principal Court 
of our foresaid Lord the King his Admiralty of Barbados and of 
other places aforesaid, and according to the tenor of the letters 
patent of our foresaid Lord the King to us thereupon granted, so 



^ See p. 878 note L 

* The Latin text (p. 196, 1. 14, ante) has exigk (« reqniieB ^ doubtless bj 
error for exiget ('* shall require ")• ^^ Fhips's Commission, p. 212, 1. 20, ante. 

* P^r is acddentlj omitted in the Latin text (p. 196, L 20^ ante). Cf. p. 868 
note 1, ante. 

^ Grammar requires editorum et provu&rum for the sdtta et proviea of the 
Latin text (p. 196, I. 80, anU.) The sense is beyond question. 

* Happening belongs to mayhem* 
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far as they concern the office of Vice-Admiral and not otherwise 
(of which letters patent a copy is annexed to [these] presents) : 

20. To you, in whose fidelity and circumspection [and] zeal we 
confide very much in this behalf, we do commit by [these] presents 
and grant our place and authority in the said Island of Barbados 
and in other islands, colonies, and plantations aforesaid and mari- 
time and insular parts of the same and to every of them adjacent 
whatsoever, and also throughout all and every the shores of the 
sea, public rivers, ports, streams, fresh waters, creeks, and arms as 
well of the sea as of rivers, and coasts whatsoever, of the same 
Island of Barbados and of other places aforesaid and maritime and 
insular parts of the same and to every of the same adjacent what- 
soever, within liberties and franchises and without, with power of 
deputing and surrogating in your place in the premises one or more 
others as deputy or deputies as often as shall seem to you fitting, 
and also with power from time to time of naming, appointing, or- 
daining, assigning, and constituting whatsoever necessary, fit, and 
convenient officers and ministers (judge, register, and marshal 
always excepted) under you for the said office and exercise of the 
same in the said Island of Barbados and in other places aforesaid 
and maritime and insular parts of the same and to every of the 
«»» ^y^ ,h.*».«r, ^ dwj. our right of «.^o. .d- 
miralty of the said Island of Barbados and of other islands, colonies, 
and plantations aforesaid, from which we do not wish in anything 
to derogate by [these] presents, and saving the right of every one 
who shall be wronged or grieved by any definitive sentence or in- 
terlocutory decree in the Court of Admiralty aforesaid, to appeal to 
us or our lieutenant, the Commissary General or Special ^ by us 
constituted or to be constituted : 

21. And you, the foresaid William Baion Willoughby, we do by 
these presents, which are to continue during our good pleasure only, 
ordain, appoint, and depute our Vice-Admiral, Commissary, and 
Deputy in the office of Vice- Admiralty in and throughout the 
whole Island of Barbados and other islands, colonies, and planta- 
tions aforesaid and maritime and insular parts of the same and to 
every of them adjacent whatsoever, and also together with aU and 
every the fees, profits, advantages, emoluments, commodities, and 
appurtenances whatsoever due and belonging to the same office of 

^ See p. 879 note 2. 
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Vioe-Admiral, Commissary, or Deputy in the said Island of Bar- 
bados and other plaoes aforesaid and maritime and insular parts 
of the same and to eyeiy of them adjacent whatsoever, according 
to the ordinances and statutes of the said High Court of our Lord 
the King his Admiralty of England : 

22. Always provided, nevertheless, and under this stipulation 
and condition, that if you, the foresaid William Baron WiUoughby, 
shall not yearly (to wit, at the end of every year between the 
feasts of Saint Michael the Archangel and All Saints or thereabout 
and as speedily as by reason of the distance of place and the uncer- 
tainty of the sea and winds it may conveniently be done) duly cer- 
tify and cause to be effectually certified to us or our Lieutenant and 
our Commissary General or Special, by us appointed or to be ap- 
pointed, concerning all that which from time to time by virtue of 
[these] presents you shall do, execute, collect, or receive in the 
premises or any of the premises, with your full and &ithf ul account 
thereupon to be made under authentic form and to be sealed with 
the seal of the office aforesaid remaining in your custody, — from 
thence and after such default in that kind, our letters patent of the 
office of Vice-Admiralty to you (as is aforesaid) granted shall be 
null and void and of no force or effect : 

28. Conmianding further (on behalf of our Most Serene Lord 
the King and by his authority to us by his Highness in the prem- 
ises for the due execution of the same granted) all and singular 
his governors, justices, mayors, sheriffs, captains, marshals, bailiffs, 
and keepers of [all] jails and prisons whatsoever of our said Lord 
the King, or constables and all other his officers and faithful sub- 
jects and lieges whomsoever, and every of them, as well within 
liberties and franchises as without, that, about the execution of the 
premises and of every of them, they be assiduous, favoring, assist- 
ing, submissive and, in such manner as is fitting, obedient in all 
things to you and to your deputy whomsoever and other officers (by 
you appointed or to be appointed) of our said Lord the King his Ad- 
miralty in the said Island of Barbados and other places aforesaid 
and maritime and insular parts of the same and to every of them 
adjacent whatsoever, under pain of contempt of the letters patent 
of our Lord the King himself and of his Royal Majesty and of the 
premises all and singular to us by the same letters patent made 
and granted and under the peril falling thereon. 
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Oiyen at Whiteball under our seal of Admiralty, representing an 
anchor, which we use in this behalf, on the 26th day of January 
in the year of our Lord one thousand, six hundred and sixty-six 
and in the year of the reign of our Most Serene Lord Charles the 
Second, by the Grace of Gbd King of Great Britain, France, and 
Ireland, Defender of the Faith, etc., the eighteenth. 

JAMES 
By command of his Royal Highness 

William Covekt&y 
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VICE-ADMIRAL OF THE COLONY OF NEW ENGLAND 

18 NOTSMBEB, 1685 



3|ametf t^e ^etontit In t^t 6tace of tfoti of iCnsUrntit ^cot- 
lanfif ifrancet ano Ireland Iftingt aoefentier of c|ie ifaitli, li^c. 

Inasmuch as the office of Lord High Admiial of New England 
and other maritime places, formerly to us by the Most Serene King 
Charles the Second, our most dear brother, by his letters patent 
under the great seal of England granted, still remains in our royal 
person from divers causes us in that behalf specially moving, — to 
our beloved 3|O0fp^ SOUfilei^f Oentleman, Greeting : 

To take cognizance of and proceed in whatsoever causes civil 
and maritime, and complaints, contracts, offences or suspected of- 
fences, crimes, pleas, debts, exchanges, accounts, charter parties, 
agreements, suits, trespasses, injuries, extortions, demands, and busi- 
ness civil [and] maritime, commenced or to be commenced, what- 
soever, between merchants or between owners and proprietors of 
ships and all other vessels and merchants, or others whomsoever, 
with such owners and proprietors of ships and all other vessels 
whatsoever occupied or used within the jurisdiction of our Admi- 
ralty of our Colony of New England and maritime parts to the 
same adjoining, that is, from New York and Long Island toward 
the south and southwest to forty ^ degrees of North Latitude, or 
between whatsoever other persons, etc. 

^ The Latin text of this Commission will be foimd on pp. 199-200, ante. 

* The Latin text (p. 200, 1. 1, ante) has quadrigenat Q* four hnndred "), an 
error for guadraginta ('< forty**). The same error ooonrs in Andros's Second 
Commission, p. 204, L 4, ante. 



SIR EDMUND ANDROS'S SECOND COMMISSION 

AS 

YIGE-ADMIBAL OP NEW ENGLAND 

80 Afbil, 1688 



lamrtf t^t j^rconti In t^e 6race of 6oO of CEnsLernDt j^codanOt 
iPrancet anO IrrlanO ftingt H>rfeniin: of tlft JFaitl^t ||^c« 

Inasmuch as the office of Loid High Admiral, formerly to us by 
the Most Serene King Charles the Second, our most dear brother, 
by his letters patent under the great seal of England granted, still 
remains in our royal person from divers causes us in that behalf 
specially moving, — to our beloved d^OtSIUttfi ^lUn^Otf, Ejiight, 
Qreeting : 

To take cognizance of and proceed in whatsoever causes civil and 
maritime, and in complaints, contracts, offences or suspected of- 
fences, crimes, pleas, debts, exchanges, accounts, charter parties, 
agreements, suits, trespasses, injuries, extortions, demands, and 
businesses civil and maritime, commenced or to be commenced, 
whatsoever, between merchants or between owners and proprietors 
of ships and all other vessels and merchants, or others whomsoever, 
with such owners and proprietors of ships and all other vessels 
whatsoever employed or used within the jurisdiction of our Ad. 
miralty of our Colonies of Massachusetts Bay and New Plymouth, 
of our Provinces of New Hampshire and Maine, of our Countiy of 
Narranganset, or of our Province of New York and East and 
West CaBsarea, and of the whole tract of land, circuit, continent, 
borders, and limits in America, being in latitude from forty > de- 

^ The Latin text of this Commusion will be found on pp. 203-206, €mt$. 

* The Latin text (p. 204, 1. 4, anU) has guadrigenis (" four hundred "), a 
manifest error for quadraginia (*' forty ")• Cf • Dudley's CSommiuion, p. 200, 
L 1, ante* 
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grees of latitude north of the Equator to the Riyer of St. Croix on 
the east, and thence directly toward the north to the River of 
Canada, and in longitude throughout the whole latitude aforesaid 
into and through the continent from the sea and the Atlantic or 
Western Ocean on the east to the South Sea on the west, together 
with all the islands, seas, riyers, waters, rights, members, and ap- 
purtenances whatsoeyer belonging to the s^tme (our Province of 
Pennsylvania and our Country of Delaware alone excepted), to be 
named and known (as heretofore) by the name and title of the 
Territory and Dominion of New England in America, or between 
whatsoever other persons, had, made, begun, or contracted for any 
thing, matter, cause, or business, or injury whatsoever, done or to 
be done as well in, upon, or by the sea or public rivers, or fresh 
waters, ports, streams, or creeks and places overflowed whatsoever 
within the flowing and ebbing of the sea and to high-water mark, 
or upon the shores or banks whatsoever adjacent to the same or 
to any one of them, from whatsoever first bridges toward the sea, 
throughout our Colony of New England and the parts aforesaid 
respectively, or elsewhere beyond the sea or in whatsoever parts be- 
yond the sea, together with aU and singular their incidents, emer^ 
gencies, dependencies, annexed and connexed causes and businesses 
whatsoeyer, wheresoever or howsoever such causes and complaints, 
contracts and other premises abovesaid, or any one of them, may 
happen to arise, be celebrated, contracted, or done, to hear and de- 
termine according to the laws civil and maritime and the customs 
received in the Principal Court of our Admiralty of the Colony 
of New England and the parts aforesaid and every of them, and 
moreover, &c. 

Oiven in our palace of Whitehall under our seal of Admiralty,^ 
representing an anchor, which we^use in this behalf, on the 80th 
day of April in the Tear of our Reign the fourth and the Year of 
our Lord 1688. 

By Command of the Most Serene Lord the King 

S. PEPYS 
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LETTERS PATENT GBANTED TO WILLIAM PHIPS, KNIGHT, FOB THE 
OFFICE OF VICE-ADMIRALTY OP THE PROVINCE AND TER- 
RITORY OF MASSACHUSETTS-BAY IN NEW ENGLAND 

WSiifiiam anti S^wpg \pi t^e tftace of tfoti of (CnslanOt ^otlanti« 
ifmncft ano Ireland fHinz an& i^uentt mtfmhtta of titt ifaic^« 

^t* To our beloved WHilUSim |Pt)ip8ft Knight, Greeting : 

1. To take cognizance of and proceed in whatsoever causes civil 
and maritime and in complaints, contracts, offences or suspected 
offences, crimes, pleas, debta, exchanges, acconnts, charter parties, 
agreements, suits, trespasses, injuries, extortions, and demands, and 
businesses civil and maritime whatsoever, commenced or to be com- 
menced between merchants or between owners and proprietors of 
ships and other vessels and merchants, or others whomsoever with 
such owners and proprietors of ships and all other vessels whatso- 
ever employed or used within the maritime jurisdiction of our Ad- 
miralty of our Province and Territoiy of Massachusetts Bay in 
New England, or betweta any other persons whomsoever, howso* 
ever had, made, b^un, or contracted for any thing, matter, cause, 
or business, or injury whatsoever, done or to be done within our 
maritime jurisdiction aforesaid, together with all and singular their 
incidents, emergencies, dependencies, annexed and connexed causes 
whatsoever, wheresoever or howsoever such causes, complaints, con- 
tracts and other premises abovesaid, or any one of them, may 
happen to arise, be celebrated, contracted, or done, to hear and de- 

^ The Latin text of this Commission will be f oimd on pp. 206-215, ante. 
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termine according to the lights, statutes, ordinances, laws, and 
customs anciently obseryed: ^ 

2. And moreoyer in all and singfilar complaints, contracts, agree* 
ments, and causes and businesses civil and maritime, to be per* 
formed beyond the sea, or contracted beyond the sea, howsoeyer 
arising or happening: 

8. And also in other the causes and matters all and singular 
which in any manner whatsoever touch or in any way concern, or 
anciently ought to have belonged or ought to belong unto the 
maritime jurisdiction of our foresaid Admiralty in our said Proyince 
and Territory of Massachusetts Bay aforesaid and maritime parts 
of the same and to the same adjoining whatsoever : 

4. And generally in all and singular other causes, suits, crimes, 
offences, excesses, injuries, complaints, misdemeanors or suspected 
misdemeanors, trespasses, regratings, forestallings, and maritime 
businesses whatsoever, throughout the places aforesaid within the 
maritime jurisdiction of our Admii*alty of our Province and Terri- 
tory of Massachusetts Bay aforesaid, by sea or water or the banks 
or shores of the same, howsoever done, committed, perpetrated or 
arismg: 

6. And also to inquire by the oath of honest and lawful men of 
our said Province and Territory of Massachusetts Bay aforesaid and 
maritime parts of the same and to the same adjoining whatsoever, 
wheresoever dwelling, as well within liberties and franchises as with- 
out, as well concerning all and singular the things which of right, 
by the statutes, laws, ordinances, and customs anciently observed, are 
wont or ought to be inquired after, as concerning wreck of the sea, 
and concerning all and singular the goods and chattels of whatsoever 
traitors, pirates, manslayers, and felons, howsoever offending within 
the maritime jurisdiction of our Admiralty of our Province and 
Territory of Massachusetts Bay aforesaid, and concerning the goods, 
debts, and chattels of all and singular their maintainers, accessories, 
counsellors, abettors or assistants whomsoever: 

6. And also concerning the goods, debts, and chattels of whatso- 
ever persons, felons of themselves, and of whatsoever person felon 
of himself, in whatsoever manner or howsoever coming to their 
death within our maritime jurisdiction aforesaid, wheresoever such 
goods, debts, and chattels, or any parcel of the same, by sea, water, 
or land, in our said Province and Territoiy of Massachusetts Bay 
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aforesaid and maritime parts of the same and adjacent to the same 
whatsoever, as well within liberties and franchises as without, shall 
be found or to be found, forfeited or to be forfeited, or in being, 
whatsoever [they may be] : 

7. And also concerning whatsoever goods, debts, and chattels of 
whatsoever other persons felons of themselves, and of whatsoever 
other person felon of himself, found or to be found [or] ^ happening 
within our maritime jurisdiction aforesaid : 

8. And, moreover, as well concerning the goods, debts, and chat- 
tels of whatsoever other traitors, felons, [and] manslayers, whereso- 
ever offending, and concerning the goods, debts, and chattels of 
their maintainers, accessories, counsellors, abettors, or assistants, as 
concerning the goods, debts, and chattels of whatsoever fugitives, 
persons convicted, attainted, condemned, outlawed, or howsoever 
put or to be put in exigent for treason, felony, manslaughter, or 
murder, or any other offence or crime whatsoever: 

9. And also concerning goods waving, flotsam, jetsam, lagan, 
shares, treasure found or to be found, deodands, and concerning the 
goods of [all] others whomsoever had or to be had as derelict, or by 
chance found or to be found, or howsoever due or to be due, and 
concerning all other casualties, as well in, upon, or by the sea and 
shores, creeks, or coasts of the sea, or maritime parts, as in, upon, 
or by fresh waters, ports, public rivers, streams, or creeks, or places 
overflowed whatsoever, within the flowing and ebbing of the sea, or 
to high-water mark, or upon the shores or banks of any one of the 
same, within our maritime jurisdiction aforesaid, howsoever, when- 
soever, or in what manner soever arising, happening, or proceeding, 
whatsoever [they may be], or wheresoever such goods, debts, and 
chattels or other the premises or any parcel of the same may be 
found or shall happen to be met wil^ or to be found within our 
maritime jurisdiction aforesaid: 

10. And further concerning anchorages and lastages or sand bal- 
last of ships, and concerning fishes royal (to wit, sturgeons, baleens, 
whales, porpoises, dolphins, rigs, and grampuses) and generally con- 
cerning all other fishes whatsoever having in themselves great or 
huge bulk or fatness, anciently by right or custom to us in any 
manner soever appertaining or belonging or in any way customary : 

11. And to ask, require, levy, take, collect, receive, and obtain, 

^ The Latin text (p. 208^ anU) omits out. 
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and to the use of ns and the o£5oe of our foresaid High Admiral of 
England for the time being to keep and preserve the same wreck of 
the sea and goods, debts, and chattels and all and singular the other 
premises, together with all and all manner of fines, mulcts, issues, 
forfeitures, amercements, ransoms, and recognizances whatsoever, 
forfeited or to be forfeited, and pecuniary punishments for trespasses, 
crimes, injuries, extortions, contempts, and [all] other misdemeanors 
whatsoever, or for any thing, matter, or cause whatsoever, howso- 
ever imposed or inflicted, to be imposed or inflicted, in our said 
Province and Territory of Massachusetts Bay aforesaid and maritime 
parts of the same and to the same adjoining whatsoever, in any 
court of our Admiralty there held or to be held, presented or to be 
presented, assessed, brought, forfeited, or adjudged, and also together 
with [all] amercements, issues, fines, perquisites, mulcts, and pecu- 
niary punishments whatsoever, and forfeitures of [all] recognizances 
whatsoever before you or your lieutenant, deputy, or deputies in 
our said Province and Territory of MasBachusetts Bay aforesaid and 
maritime parts of the same and to the same adjacent whatsoever, to 
be heard and determined, assigned or to be assigned,^ happening, or 
imposed or to be imposed or inflicted or in any manner to be assessed, 
brought, forfeited, or adjudged or in any manner by reason of the 
premises due or to be due howsoever in that behdf to us or our 
heirs or successors : 

12. And further to take all manner of recognizances, cautions, 
obligations, and stipulations, as vtrell to our use as at the instance of 
whatsoever parties, for agreements or debts and other causes what- 
soever, and to put them in execution and to cause and command 
them to be executed : 

18. And also to arrest actually and cause and command to be 
arrested, according to the civil and maritime laws and customs an- 
cientiy used, ships, persons, things, goods, wares, and merchandises 
whatsoeyer, for the premises and every of them and for [all] other 
causes whatsoeyer concerning them,^ wheresoever they shall be met 

^ The words here translated by *' to be heard and deten^ined, assigned or to 
be assigned "(aiMfMmf if ef termnandis astignaiii 9eu asiignandiSf p. 209, U. 83- 
94, ante)9 are an erroneooa adaptation by the scrivener of a formula belonging 
to a provision not contained in Fhips's Commission (see pp. 192, 209, anU), 
They may be disregarded. The participles that follow (*< happening,'' etc.) 
belong to ** ameroements, issues," etc., in L 14, above. 

' L e., the premises. 
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f with or found throngliout our said Province and Territory of Massa- 

chusetts Bay aforesaid and maritime parts of the same and to the 
same adjoining whatsoever, within liberties or franchises or without, 

I and also for [all] other agreements, causes, or debts whatsoever, 

howsoever contracted or arising, provided that the goods or persons 

f of the debtors may be found within our jurisdiction aforesaid, and to 

hear, examine, discuss and finally determine the same, with their 

I emergencies, dependencies, incidents, annexed and coimexed causes 

and businesses whatsoever, together with all other causes civil and 
maritime, and complaints, contracts, and aU and every the other 

^ premises whatsoever above respectively expressed, according to the 

laws and customs aforesaid and by other lawful ways, manners, and 
means according to the best of your knowledge and ability : 

14. And to compel all manner of persons in that behalf, as the 
case shall require, to appear and to answer, with power of any tem- 
poral coercion whatsoever and of other penalty and mulct according 
to the laws and customs aforesaid, and to do and administer justice^ 
preserving the regular order of law, or^ to proceed openly and 
plainly, without judicial technicalities and formalities, looking only 
into the truth of the fact and thing ^ and to fine, correct, punish, 
chastise, and reform, and imprison and cause and command to be 
imprisoned in any jails being within our said Province and Terri- 
tory of Massachusetts Bay aforesaid, the parties guilty and the 
contemners and violators of the law or jurisdiction of our Ad- 
ntiiralty aforesaid, usurpers, delinquents, and contumacious absent- 
ers, masters of ships, mariners, rowers, fishermen, shipwrights, and 
other workmen and artificers whatsoever exercising any kind of 

^ The words translated thus (*'to proceed . . . thing") refer to summary 
process. The Latin (p. 211, 11. 1-2, ante) is ^'velo levato sine strepita et fignra « 
jadicii sola facti et rei yeritate inspeota prooedendum.^ Velo levato is a formula 
of the civil law meaning '* openly and plainly." (literally, <<the curtain being 
raised "). StrepUusjudicialis (or judicit) Kad Jlgurajudieii are practically synony- 
mous phrases for '* formalities or technicalities in procedure." An Engli^ 
commission for the trial of pirates (May 29, 1619) authorizes the court to pro- 
ceed '' summari^ et de piano sine strepitu et forma sen flgura Judicii ac soli Facti 
Yeritate inspeotA" (Rymer's Foedera, 2d edition, xiii. 700), these phrases occur- 
ring in a treaty of 1518 between England and France which had for its object the 
execution of summary justice in such oases, with avoidance of vexatious appeals 
and dilatory motions (Foedera, xiiL 660). See Duoange, s. vr. velum^ etrepUuSf 
fgura, planum ; Fcodera, xv. 161, 197 ; R. G. Marsden, Select Pleas in the Court 
of Admiralty, vol. i p. M (Selden Sodety Publications, vi). 
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maritime affairs, according to the rights, statutes, laws, ordinances, 
and customs anciently observed, and to deliver and absolutely to 
discharge and cause and command to be discharged whatsoever per- 
sons imprisoned in that behalf are to be delivered : 

15. And [to preserve and cause to be preserved]^ the public 
rivers, ports, streams, and fresh waters and creeks whatsoever within 
our maritime jurisdiction aforesaid wheresoever they are in being in 
our said Province and Territory of Massachusetts Bay aforesaid and 
maritime parts of the same and to the same adjacent whatsoever, for 
the preservation as well of our fleet and^ of the fleets and vessels of 
our kingdoms and dominions aforesaid, as of whatsoever fishes in- 
creasing in the same rivers and the places aforesaid: 

16. And also to keep and cause to be executed and kept, in our 
said Province and Territory of Massachusetts Bay and maritime parts 
of the same and to the same adjacent whatsoever, the rights, statutes, 
laws, ordinances, and customs anciently observed, and to do, exer- 
cise, expedite, and execute all and singular other things in the pre- 
poises and every of them as they by right and according to the laws 
and statutes, ordinances, and customs aforesaid should be done : 

17. And moreover to punish, correct, and reform nets too close 
and other unlawful contrivances or instruments whatsoever for the 
catching of pushes wheresoever, by sea or public rivers, ports, streams, 
fresh waters or creeks whatsoever throughout our Province and 
Territory of Massachusetts Bay aforesaid and maritime parts of the 
same and to the same adjacent whatsoever, used or exercised by 
water within our jurisdiction aforesaid wheresoever, and the exer- 
cisers and occupiers of the same, according to the rights, statutes, 
laws, ordinances, and customs aforesaid, and to pronounce, promul- 
gate, and interpose all manner of sentences and decrees and to put 
them in execution, with cognizance and jurisdiction of whatsoever 
other causes civil and maritime relate to the sea, or in any manner 
of ways concern or respeqt the sea or transit ' or passage of the sea 
or naval or maritime voyage or our maritime jurisdiction aforemen- 
tioned or the places or limits of our Admiralty aforesaid and cog- 

^ The words in bradketi are not omitted in the Latin by accident; they are 
involved in the Latin ecmervandvm et txeqm et cantervari faciendum (p* 211, L 27| 
ante), 

> The Latin text (p. 211, L 21, onte) has ''as'* (quam). 

' Of ooone per Traniiium is to be read as one word (pertrandhtm), as in 
Willoughby's Oommisiion, p. 195, L 5, ante. 
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nizance aforementioned and [all] other things whateoeTer, done or 
to be done, with power also to proceed in the same according to the 
rights, statutes, laws, ordinances, and customs aforesaid anciently 
used, as well of mere office, mixed or promoted,^ as at the instance 
of any party, as the case shall require and it shall seem expedient : 

18. And also with cognizance and decision concerning wreck of 
the sea, great or small, and concerning the death, drowning, and 
view of dead bodies of [all] persons whomsoever, in the sea or pub- 
lic rivers, ports, fresh waters, or creeks whatsoever, within the 
flowing of the sea and to high-water mark, throughout our said 
Province and Territory of Massachusetts Bay aforesaid and mari-^ 
time parts of the same and to the same adjacent whatsoever, or 
elsewhere within our jurisdiction aforesaid, howsoever killed or 
drowned or to be killed or drowned or murdered or to be murdered 
or in any other way coming to their death there : 

19. Together with the cognizance of mayhem in the places afore- 
said within our maritime jurisdiction aforesaid and flowing of the sea 
and water, there happening,^ with power also of punishing [all] 
delinquents in that kind whomsoever according to tiie exigency o£ 
the law and according to the customs aforesaid, and to do, exer- 
oise, expedite, and execute all and singular the other things which, 
in the premises only, and about them, shall be necessary or in any 
way soever fitting by and according to the rights and statutes^ 
laws, ordinances, and customs aforesaid : 

20. To you, in whose fidelity and care of circumspection ' we 
confide very much in this behalf, we do by [these] presents commit 
and grant our place and authority in and throughout our Province 
and Territory of Massachusetts Bay aforesaid and maritime parts 
of the same and to the same adjacent whatsoever, and also through- 
out all and every the shores of the sea, and public rivers, ports, 
fresh waters, streams, creeks, and arms as well of the sea as of 
rivers, and coasts whatsoever of our said Province and Territory of 
Massachusetts Bay aforesaid and maritime parts of the same and to 
the same adjacent whatsoever, within liberties and franchises and 
without, with power of deputing and surrogating in your place in 

1 ''Mere ofl&oe, i. e., inquisition. Office promoted, L e., aooosation." (Sir 
Bherston Baker, The Office of the Vice-Admiral of the Coast, p. 83 note.) 

* Happening belongs to mayhem. 

• So the MS. 
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the premises one or moie others as deputy or deputies as often as 
shall seem to you fitting, and also with power from time to time of 
naming, appointing, ordaining, assigning, making, and constituting 
whatsoever other necessary, fit, and convenient officers and ministers 
(judge, register, and marshal excepted) under you for the said of- 
fice and execution of the same in our said Province and Territory 
of Massachusetts Bay aforesaid and maritime parts of the same and 
to the same adjacent whatsoever, saving always the right of the 
High Court of our Admiralty of England and also of the Judge 
and Register of the same Court, from whom and either of them we 
should be unwilling in anything to derogate by [these] presents, and 
saving the right of eveiy one wronged and grieved by any definitive 
sentence or interlocutory decree which shall be given in the Court 
of Vice-Admiralty of our Province and Territory of Massachusetts 
Bay aforesaid, to appeal to the aforesaid High Court of Admiralty 
of England : 

21. And you, the foresaid William Phips, Enight, we ordain, 
appoint, and depute by these presents (which are to continue during 
our good pleasure only) ^ our Vice- Admiral, Commissary, and Dep- 
uty in the office of Vice- Admiralty in our Province and Territory 
of Massachusetts Bay aforesaid and maritime parts of the same 
and to the same adjoining whatsoever, together with all and every 
the fees, profits, advantages, emoluments, commodities, and ap- 
purtenances whatsoever due and belonging to the same office of 
Vice- Admiral, Commissary, and Deputy in our said Province and 
Territory of Massachusetts Bay aforesaid and maritime parts of the 
same and to the same adjacent whatsoever, according to the ordi- 
nances and statutes of the High Court of our Admiralty of England 
aforesaid: 

22. Always provided, nevertheless, and under this law and con- 
dition, that if you, the foresaid William Phips shall not yearly (to 
wit, at the end of every year between the Feasts of Saint Michael 
the Archangel and All Saints) duly certify and cause to be effec- 
tually certified to us and our Lieutenant of the High Court of our 
Admiralty of England and in the said court both official principal 
and Commissary General and Special, and President and Judge of 
the same Court,' concerning all that which from time to time by 

^ The Latin text (p. 214, 1. 13, ante) has duraturwn by error for dtarattaxu, 
* All these tLUes belong to one and the same person. 
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viitue of [these] piesents you shall do and execute, collect, or receive 
in the premises or any one of the premises, together with your full 
and faithful account thereupon to be made under authentic form 
and to be sealed with the seal of our office, remaining in your 
custody, — from thence and after such default in that kind, our let- 
ters patent of the office of Vice-Admiral aforesaid, to you (as is 
aforesaid) granted, shall be null and void and of no force or effect: 

28. Commanding all and singular our govemors, justices, may- 
ors, sheriffs, captains, marshals, bailiffs, and keepers of [all] our 
jails and prisons whatsoever, and constables and all other our offi- 
cers and faithful subjects and lieges whatsoever, and every of them, 
as well within liberties and franchises as without, that, about the 
execution of the premises and of every of them, they be assiduous, 
favoring, assisting, submissive, and obedient in all things, in such 
a manner as is fitting, to you and to your deputy whomsoever and 
to other officers (by you appointed or to be appointed) of our said 
Vice-Admiralty in our Province and Territory of Massachusetts 
Bay aforesaid and maritime parts of the same and to the same ad- 
joining whatsoever, under pain of the law and the peril falling 
thereon. 

Given at London in the High Court of our Admiralty of Eng- 
land under the great seal of the same on the twenty-ninth day of 
the month of December in the Year of our Lord 1691 and of our 
Beign the third. 



BISHOP GIBSON'S FIRST COMMISSION 

9 Febbuabt, 1726-7 



The ItinSt etc., to the Reverend Father in Christ, <ChtintnDt by 
divine permiflsion Bishop of London, Qreeting : 

1. Inasmuch as our colonies, plantations, and other dominions in • 
America have not yet been divided or formed into dioceses, or 
annexed to any diocese mthin our kingdom of Oreat Britain (by 
reason of which, jurisdiction in ecclesiastical causes arising in them 
or any one of them belongs to us alone, as supreme head of the 
Church on earth), and inasmuch as it has seemed necessary to us 
that in turn spiritual and ecclesiastical jurisdiction in those r^ons 
in the cases undermentioned in these presents be instituted and ex- 
ercised by our royal authority according to the laws and canons of 
the English Church [that are] lawfully received and sanctioned in 
England, in order that the incorrupt worship of God and the pure 
profession of the Christian religion may be the better promoted : 

% Enow ye, now, that we, trusting veiy much in your pure 
religion and doctrine and uprightness of character and in your 
' provident care and zeal in conducting affairs in this behalf, of our 
special grace and certain knowledge and mere motion have given 
and granted, and by [these] presents do give and grant, to you the 
foresaid Bishop of London, full power and authority to exercise, by 
yourself or by your sufficient commissary or your sufficient com- 
missaries by you to be substituted and named, spiritual and eccle- 
siastical jurisdiction in pur respective colonies, plantations, and 
other dominions in America, according to the laws and canons of 
the English Church [that are] lawfully received and sanctioned in 
England, in the special causes and matters expressed and specified 
below in these presents ; and for a declaration of our royal wiU as 
to the special causes and matters in which we wish the foresaid 
jurisdiction to be exercised by virtue of this our commission, we 

^ The Latin text of this Commiflsion iriU be found on pp. 841-347^ ante. 
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have farther given and granted, and by [these] presents do give 
and grant, to you, the foresaid Bishop of London, full power and 
authority, by yourself or by your sufficient commissary or your 
sufficient commissaries by you to be substituted and named, to visit 
all churches in our colonies, plantations, and other dominiona 
aforesaid in America in which divine service according to the 
rites and liturgy of the English Church shall be celebrated, and all 
rectors, curates, ministers, and incumbents (or by whatsoever other 
name [they may be] called) of the churches aforesaid, and all 
priests and deacons instituted in holy orders of the English Church, 
with all and all manner of ecclesiastical jurisdiction, power, and 
coercion requisite in the premises, and at days and houis and fit 
places (whatsoever, how often, and whensoever to you or to the 
commissary or comnussaries aforesaid shall seem more suitable and 
convenient) to summon the foresaid rectors, curates, ministers, 
incumbents, priests or deacons instituted in holy orders of the 
English Church, or any one or more of them, before you or the 
commissaiy or commissaries aforesaid, and by witnesses to be sworn 
in due form of law by you or by the commissary or commissaries 
aforesaid, and in other lawful ways and manners in which this may 
of right be better and more effectually done, to inquire concerning 
the morals of the same, and concerning the morals of the parish 
clerks and concerning the skill, care, and diligence of the same in 
performing all duties pertaining to the place of a parish clerk ac- 
cording to the laws and canons of the English Church, and also to 
administer whatsoever lawful oaths [are] customary in ecclesiasti- 
cal courts, and to correct and punish the foresaid rectors, curates, 
ministers, incumbents, priests and deacons instituted in holy orders 
of the English Church, and parish clerks, according to their deserts, 
whether by removal, deprivation, suspension, excommunication, or 
whatsoever other kind of due ecclesiastical censures or corrections, 
according to the canons and ecclesiastical laws aforesaid : 

8. And further we have given and granted, and by [these] pres- 
ents do give and grant, to you, the foresaid Bishop of London, full 
power and authority to inquire, by yourself or your sufficient com- 
missary or your sufficient commissaries, concerning the condition 
and repair of parish churches and of houses belonging or pertaining 
to any rector, minister, incumbent, or by whatsoever other name 
[he may be] called, within our colonies, plantations, and other do- 



172(^7] BISHOP GIBSON'S FIRST COMMISSION 888 

minions afoiesaid in America, and concerning the pioyision of all 
those things whatsoever [that are] requisite and necessary for the 
decent and regular celebration of divine service and the adminis- 
tration of the sacraments in the foresaid churehes according to the 
requirement of the law, and to compel and coerce all and singular 
persons who by the laws shall thereunto respectively be held and 
obliged, to repair and maintain the same churehes and houses, and 
respectively, and to provide and supply other things and materials 
abovementioned, according to the form and process of ecclesiastical 
law, with all and all manner of lawful jurisdiction, power, and coer- 
cion requisite in the premises, and also to correct and pimish such 
persons abovementioned as in the premises shall be found delin- 
quent or contumacious, according to their deserts, by excommuni- 
cation or any other kind of due ecclesiastical censures or corrections 
according to the canons and ecclesiastical laws aforesaid, and gen- 
erally to do, exercise, and execute all and singular the things which 
lawfully belong and pertain to the execution of ecclesiastical jurisdic- 
tion in aU and singular the premises or shall be necessary about them : 

4. And further, of our more abundant grace, we have given and 
granted, and do hereby give and grant, to you, the foresaid Bishop 
of London, full power and authority from time to time to name and 
substitute, under your hand and your episcopal seal, sufficient com- 
missaries for exercising and executing effectually all and singular 
the premises in the severf^l and respective colonies, plantations, and 
dominions aforesaid in America according to the tenor and true in- 
tent of this our commission, and to remove and change such com- 
missaries from time to time as it shall seem to you expedient : 

5. To have and to enjoy all and singular the powers and author- 
ities aforesaid, to you, the foresaid Bishop of London, as long as it 
shall be our pleasure. 

6. We wish, nevertheless, and we do hereby declare and ordain, 
that it be freely allowed, and it shall be allowed, to any person or 
any persons whomsoever against whom any judgment, decree, or 
sentence shall be given or pronounced by virtue of this our com- 
mission, to appeal from such judgment, decree, or sentence to our 
well-beloved and right trusly and our counsellors, the Right Rev- 
erend Father in Christ, WilHam Archbishop of Canterbury and the 
Archbishop of Canterbury for the time being; Peter Lord King, 
Baron of Ockham, our Chancellor of Oreat Britain, and our Chan- 
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* 

oellor of Great Britain or the Keeper of our Ghsat Seal of Great 
Britaia for the time being ; the Right Reverend Father in Christ, 
Lancelot Archbishop of York, and the Archbishop of York for the 
time being; onr High Tieasnrer of Great Britain for the time 
being ; William Duke of Devonshire, President of our Privy Coun- 
cil, and the President of our Privy Council for the time being; 
Thomas Lord Trevor, Keeper of our Privy Seal, and the Keeper of 
our Privy Seal for the time being ; Lionel Cranfield, Duke of Dor- 
set, Marshal of oui^ousehold, and the Marshal of our Household 
for the time being ; Charles Duke of Grafton, Chamberlain of our 
Household, and the Chamberlain of our Household for the time 
being ; Thomas Duke of Newcastle, one of our Principal Secretaries 
of State ; Thomas Earl of Westmoreland ; James Earl of Berkeley^ 
Principal Commissioner of our Admiralty, and our High Admiral 
and the Principal Commissioner of our Admiralty for the time 
being; Charles Viscount Townshend, the' other of our Principal 
Secretaries of State, and our Principal Secretaries of State for the 
time being ; Spencer Compton, Knight of the Bath, Speaker of our 
House of Commons, and the Speaker of our House of Conmions for 
the time being ; Robert Walpole, Knight of the most noble Order 
of the Grarter, Chancellor of our Exchequer and Principal Commis- 
sioner of our Treasury, and the Chancellor of our Exchequer 
and Principal Commissioner of our Treasury for the time being ; 
Robert Raymond, Knight, our Chief Justice appointed for the 
pleas to be held in our presence,^ and our Chief Justice appointed 
for the pleas to be held in our presence for the time being ; Joseph 
Jekyll, Knight, Master of the Rolls of our Chancery, and the Mas- 
ter of the Rolls of our Chancery for the time being ; and Robert 
Eyre, Knight, our Chief Justice of the Common Bench, and the 
Chief Justice of the Common Bench for the time being — to whom, 
namely William Archlnshop of Canterbury, and the Archbishop of 
Canterbury for the time being ; Peter Lord King and our Chan- 
cellor of Great Britain or the Keeper of our Great Seal of Great 
Britain for the time being ; Lancelot Archbishop of York, and the 
Archbishop of York for the time being ; our High Treasurer of 
Great Britain for the time being ; William Duke of Devonshire, 
and Hie President of our Privy Council for the time being ; Thomas 
Lord Trevor, and the Keeper of our Privy Seal for the time being ; 

1 That is, Chief Jnatica of the King's Bench. 
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Lionel Cranfield Duke of Dorset, and the Marshal of our Household 
for the time being ; Charles Duke of Grafton, and the Chamberlain 
of our Household for the time being ; Thomas Duke of Newcastle ; 
Thomas Earl of Westmoreland ; James Earl of Berkeley, and our 
High Admiral and the Principal Commissioner of our Admiralty 
for the time being ; Charles Viscount Townshend, and our Princi- 
pal Secretaries of State for the time being ; Spencer Compton, and 
the Speaker of our House of Commons for the time being; Robert 
Walpole, and the Chancellor of our Exchequer and Principal Com- 
missioner of our Treasury for the time being ; Robert Raymond, 
and our Chief Justice appointed for the Pleas to be held in our 
presence for the time being ; Joseph Jekyll, and the Bfaster of the 
RoUs of our Chancery for the time being ; and Robert Eyre, and 
our Chief Justice of the Common Bench for the time being — 
being of our Privy Council — or to any three or more of the same, 
being of our Privy Cctundl^ we hereby give' and grant full power 
and authority from time to time to hear and finally to determine 
all and singular such appeals and to affirm, change or revoke such 
judgments, decrees, or sentences, and to give and pronounce judg- 
ments and sentences finally thereupon, in as ample manner and form 
as the Commissioners under our Great Seal of Great Britain con- 
stituted and appointed by virtue of the Statute made in the twenty- 
fifth year of the reign of the Lord Henry the Eighth, late King of 
England, entitled ** An Act for the Submission 6t the Clergy and 
Restraint of Appeals,'' can or ought to proceed in appeals subject 
to their determination by the statute aforesaid, anything herein 
contained to the contrary in anything notwithstanding : 

7. Commanding, furthermore, and hereby for ourself, our heirs 
and successors by firm injunction instructing as well all and singu- 
lar our governors general, judges, and justices, as all and singular 
rectors, incumbents, ministers, officers, and our subjects whomso- 
ever within the colonies, plantations, and other our dominions 
aforesaid in America, that they themselves and every of them be 
assiduous and assisting to you, the foresaid Bishop of London, and 
to the Commissary or Commissaries aforesaid, in the due execution 
of the premises in all things, as is fitting. 

In [testimony] of which, eta , Witness the King at Westminster 
on the ninth day of February. 

By Writ of Privy Seal 
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The Mntf etc., to the Reverend Father in Christ, (CUnmttBi by 
divine permission Bishop of London, Qreeting : 

1. Inasmuch as our colonies, plantations, and other dominions 
in America have not yet been divided or formed [into dioceses] or 
annexed to any diocese within our Kingdom of Great Britain (by 
reason of which, jurisdiction in ecclesiastical causes arising in 
them or any one of them belongs to us alone as supreme head of 
the Church on earth), and inasmuch as it has seemed necessary 
to us that in turn spiritual and ecclesiastical jurisdiction in those 
regions in the cases undermentioned in these presents be estab- 
lished and exercised by our royal authority according to the laws 
and canons of the English Church [that are] lawfully received and 
sanctioned in England^ in order that the incorrupt worship of God 
and the pure profession of the Christian religion may be the better 
promoted, and inasmuch as our royal father George the First, 
lately King of Great Britain, etc., by his letters patent made under 
his great seal of Great Britain, bearing date at Westminster on the 
ninth day of February in the thirteenth year of his reign, gave and 
granted to you, the foresaid Bishop of London full power and 
authority to exercise, by yourself or by your sufficient commissary 
or your sufficient commissaries by you to be substituted and named, 
spiritual and ecclesiastical jurisdiction in his respective colonies, 
plantations, and other dominions in America during the good 
pleasure of the said late King, as by the same letters patent 
(reference being had thereto) more fully is evident and appears : 

2. Know ye, now, that we have revoked and terminated, and 
by [these] presents do revoke and terminate, the said recited letters 
patent and all and singular the things contained in the same ; and 

^ The Latin tart of this CommiaBbn will be found on pp. 848-858, ante. 
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further know ye that we, trusting very much in your pure reli- 
gion and doctrine and uprightness of character and in your provi- 
dent care and zeal in conducting affairs in this behalf, of our special 
grace and certain knowledge and mere motion have given and 
granted, and by [these] presents do give and grant, to you, the 
foresaid Bishop of London, full power and authority to exercise, 
by yourself or by your sufficient commissary or your sufficient com- 
missaries by you to be substituted and named, spiritual and ecclesi- 
astical jurisdiction in our respective colonies, plantations, and other 
dominions in America, according to the laws and canons of the 
English Church [that are] lawfully received and sanctioned in 
England, in the special causes and matters expressed and specified 
below in these presents, and for a declaration of our royal will as to 
the special causes and matters in which we wish the jurisdiction 
aforesaid to be exercised by virtue of this our commission, we have 
further given and granted, and by [these] presents do give and 
grant, to you, the foresaid Bishop of London, full power and au- 
thority, by yourself or by your sufficient commissaiy or your suffi- 
cient commissaries by you to be substituted and named, to visit all 
churches in our foresaid colonies, plantations, and other dominions 
in America in which divine service according to the rites and liturgy 
of the English Church shall be celebrated, and all rectors, curates, 
ministers, and incumbents (or by whatsoever other name [they may 
be] called) of the churches [aforesaid] , and all priests and deacons 
instituted in holy orders of the English Church, with all and all 
manner of ecclesiastical jurisdiction, power, and coercion requisite 
as to the premises, and at days, hours, and fit places (whatsoever, 
how often, and whensoever to you or your commissary or com- 
missaries aforesaid shall seem more suitable and convenient) to 
summon the foresaid rectors, curates, ministers, incumbents, priests 
or deacons instituted in holy orders of the English Church, or any 
one or more of them, and no other persons whomsoever, before you 
or the commissary or commissaries aforesaid, and by witnesses to 
be sworn in due form of law by you or the commissaiy or com- 
missaries aforesaid, and in other lawful ways and manners in which 
this may of right be better and more effectually done, to inquire 
concerning the morals of the same according to the laws and canons 
of the English Church, and also to administer whatsoever lawful 
oaths [are] customaiy in ecclesiastical courts, and to correct and 
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punish the foresaid rectois, ministeTSt incumbentB, priests and 
deacons institated in holy orders of the English Church according 
to their deserts, whether by removal, suspension, excommunication, 
or whatsoeyer other kind of due ecclesiastical censures or correc- 
tions according to the canons and ecclesiastical laws aforesaid : 

8. And further, of our more abundant grace, we have given and 
granted, and do hereby give and grant, to you, the foresaid Bishop 
of London, full power and authority from time to time to name and 
substitute, under your hand and your episcopal seal, sufficient com- 
missaries for exercising and executing effectually all and singular 
the premises in the several and respective colonies, plantations, and 
dominions aforesaid in America according to the tenor and true 
intent of this our commission, and to remove and change such 
commissaries from time to time as it shall seem to you expedient: 

4. To have and to enjoy all and singular the powers and author- 
ities aforesaid, to you, the foresaid Bishop of London, as long as 
it shall be our pleasure. 

5. We wish, nevertheless, and we do hereby declare and ordain, 
that it be freely allowed, and it shall be allowed, to any person or 
any persons whomsoever against whom any judgment, decree, or 
sentence shall be given or pronounced by virtue of this our com« 
mission, to appeal from such judgment, decree, or sentence to our 
well-beloved and right trusty counsellors the Right Reverend Father 
in Christ, William Archbishop of Canterbury, and the Archbishop 
of Canterbury for the time being ; Peter Lord King, Baron of Ock- 
ham, our Chancellor of Great Britain, and our Chancellor of Great 
Britain or the Keeper of our Great Seal of Great Britain for the 
time being ; the Right Reverend Father in Christ, Lancelot Arch- 
bishop of York, and the Archbishop of York for the time being ; 
our High Treasurer of Great- Britain for the time being ; William 
Duke of Devonshire, President of our Privy Council, and the 
President of our Privy Council for the time being; Thomas 
Lord Trevor, Keeper of our Privy Seal, and the Keeper of our 
Privy Seal for the time being ; Lionel Cranfield Duke of Dorset* 
Marshal of our Household [, and the Marshal of our House- 
hold] for the time being; Charles Duke of Grafton, Chamber- 
lain of our Household, and the Chamberlain of our Household 
for the time being ; Thomas Duke of Newcastie, one of our Prin- 
cipal Secretaries of State ; Thomas Earl of Westmoreland ; Charles 
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Yiflcoont TowDflhend, the other of our Principal Secretaries of 
State, and oar Principal Secretaries of State for the time being ; 
George Viscount of Torrington, Principal Commissioner of onr 
Admiralty, and our High Admiral and the Principal Commissioner 
of our Admiralty for the time being ; Arthur Onslow, Gentleman, 
Speaker of our House of Commons, and the Speaker of our House 
of Conunons for the time being ; Robert Walpole, Knight of the 
Most Noble Order of the Garter, Chancellor of our Exchequer and 
Principal Commissioner of our Treasuiy, and the Chancellor of our 
Exchequer and Principal Commissioner of our Treasuiy for the 
time being ; Robert Raymond, Knight, our Chief Justice appointed 
for the Pleas to be held in our presence, and our Chief Justice ap- 
pointed for the Pleas to be held in our presence for the time being ; 
Joseph Jekyll, Knight, Master of the Rolls of our Chancery, and 
the Master of the Rolls of our Chancery for the time being ; and 
Robert Eyre, Knight, our Chief Justice of the Conunon Bench, 
and our Chief Justice of the Common Bench for the time being, — 
to whom, namely, William Archbishop of Canterbury, and the 
Archbishop of Canterbuiy for the time being ; Peter Lord King, 
and our Chancellor of Great Britain or the Keeper of our Great 
Seal of Great Britain for the time being ; Lancelot Archbishop of 
York, and the Archbishop of York for the tune being ; our High 
Treasurer of Great Britain for the time being ; William Duke of 
Deyonshire, and the President of our Privy Council for the time 
being ; Thomas Lord Treror, and the Keeper of our Priyy Seal 
for the time being; Lionel Cranfield, Duke of Dorset, and the 
Marshal of our Household for the time being; Charles Duke of 
Grafton, and the Chamberlain of our Household for the time be* 
ing ; Thpmas Duke of Newcastle, Thomas Earl of Westmoreland* 
Charles Viscount Townshend, and our Principal Secretaries of 
State for the time being; George Viscount Torrington, and our 
High Admiral and the Principal Commissioner of our Admiralty 
for the tune [being] ; Arthur Onslow, and the Speaker of our 
House of Commons for the time being ; Robert Walpole, and the 
Chanceller of our Exchequer and Principal Commissioner of our 
Treasury for the time being ; Robert Raymond, and our Chief Jus- 
tice appointed for the pleas to be held in our presence for the time 
being ; Joseph Jekyll, and the Master of the Rolls of our Chanceiy 
for the time being; and Robert Eyre, and our Chief Justice of 
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Common Benoh for the time being, — being of onr Piiyy Council, — 
or to any three or more of the same, being of our Privy Council, 
we hereby give and grant full power and authority from time to 
time to hear and finally to determine'aU and singular such appeals, 
and to a£Srm, change, or revoke such judgments, decrees, or sen- 
tences, and to give and pronounce judgments and sentences finally 
thereupon, in as ample manner and form as the Commissioners 
imder our Great Seal of Great Britain constituted and appointed 
by virtue of the statute made in the twenty-fifth year of the reign 
of the Lord Henry the Eighth^ late King of England, entitled ^ An 
Act for the Submission of the Clergy and Restraint of Appeals,'' 
can and ought to proceed in appeals subject to their own determi- 
nation by the statute aforesaid, anything herein contained to the 
contrary in anything notwithstanding: 

6. Commanding, furthermore, and hereby by firm injunction in- 
structing as well all and singular our governors general, judges, 
and justices, as all and singular rectors, incumbents, ministers, 
officers, and our subjects whomsoever within the colonies, plan- 
tations, and other our dominions aforesaid in America, that they 
themselves and eveiy of them be assiduous and assistant to you, 
the foresaid Bishop of London, and to the commissary or con^ 
missaries aforesaid, in the due execution of the premises in all 
things as is fitting. 

Li [testimony] whereof, etc. Witness the King at Westminster 
on the twenty-ninth day of ApriL 

By Writ of Privy Seal 



JOSEPH DUDLEY'S FIRST COMMISSION 

▲s 

GOVERNOR OP THE PROVINCE OF THE 
MASSACHUSETTS BAY 

18 Febbuabt, 1701-2 



WUVtam tl}t t^iti b? tlft ffcace of tfWi Sins of (Citg^tdi &eou 
lant iFrancr anli irelaito a[>rfen9rr of ttie iFaitti ^ To Our 

Trusty and welbeloved Josbph Dudley Esq' Greeting 

Whereas we have by our Royall Charter under Our Great Seale 
of Englaudf beaiing date the seaventh Day of October in the third 
yeare of Our Reign United Erected and Incorporated the Colony of 
the Massachusets Bay the Colony of New Plymouth the Province 
of Maine in New England the Territorie of Accadia or Nova Scotia 
and the lands lying between the said Territorie of Nova Scotia and 
the Province of Maine aforesaid into one reall Province by the 
Name of Our Province of the Massachusets Bay in New England 
and have thereby granted to Our Loveing Subjects the Inhabitants 
of our said Province or Territory of the Massachusets Bay in New 
England and their Successors That there shall be a Governor a 
Lieutenant Gt>vemor and a Secretaiy of Our said Province and 
Territory to be from time to time appointed and Commissionated by 
us our Heirs and Successors with severall Priviledges Franchises 
and Immunities thereby Ghranted to Our said Loving Subjects We 
therefore repoeeing especial Trust and confidence in your prudence 
Courage and Loyalty out of Our especiall Grace certaine knowl- 
edge and meer Motion have thought fitt to constitute and appoint 
and by these presents doe constitute and appoint you the said 3|O0fp|| 
3Dutlfi; to be our Captaine General and Governor in Cheife in and 
over our said Province of the Massachusets Bay in New England 
And for your better Guidance and Directions Wee doe hereby 
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require and Command you to doe and execute all things in dne 
manner that shall belong unto the Trust Wee have reposed in you 
according to the seyerall Powers and Authorities menconed in Our 
said Charter and in these Presents and such further Poweis and 
Instruocons and Authorities as you shall receive or which shall at 
any time hereafter be granted or appointed you under Our Signe 
Manuall and Signett Or by Order of Our Privy Councill in Pur- 
suance of Our said Charter and according to such reasonable Laws 
and Statutes as are now in force or which hereafter shall be made 
and agreed upon in such manner and forme as by our said Charter 
is directed And we do hereby give and Grant unto you full power 
& authority where you shall see cause and shall Judge any offender 
or offenders in Capital or Criminal matters or for any Fines or 
Forfeitures due unto Us fitt objects of our mercy to pardon all 
such offenders and to remit such Fines and Forfeitures (Treason 
and wilfull murder only excepted) In which cases you shall like- 
wise have Power upon Extraordinary occasions to giant Reprieves 
to the offenders therein to the end and untill our Pleasure shall be 
further knowne And we do hereby give & grant unto you the said 
Joseph Dudley by your selfe your Captaines and Coffianders by 
you to be Authorized full Power and Authority to Levy Arme 
Muster Coffland or Employ aU Persons whatsoever resideing within 
Our said Province & Territoiy of the Massachusets Bay in Kew 
England and as occasion shall require them to transf err from one 
place to another for the resisting & withstanding of all Enemies 
Pirates and Rebells both at Land and Sea And such forces witii 
their own consent or with the consent of Our Councill and Assem- 
bly to Transport to any of Our Plantacons in America as occasion 
shall require for the Defence of the same against the Invasion or 
Attempts of any of Our Enemies And such Enemies Pirates and 
Bebells if occasion shall require to pursue and prosecute in or out of 
the limitts of our said Province or any part thereof And if it shall 
so please Gk)d them to vanquish apprehend and take and being taken 
either according to the Law of Arms to put to death or to keep 
and preserve alive at your discretion Wee do further give and 
grant unto you fuU power and authority to Erect Raise and Build 
within our Province and Territory aforesaid such and so many 
Forts Platformes Castles and Fort^caoons as you shall judge nee- 
essaiy And the same or any of them to Fortifie and furnish with 
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Ordnance Affiunioon and all sorts of Armes fitt and necessary for 
the security & Defence of Our said Province and from time to 
time to comit the Government of the same to such person or per- 
sons as to you shall seem meet and the said Forts and Fortifications 
againe to Demolish or Dismantle as may be most convenient And 
to do and Execute all and every other thing which to a Oaptaine 
GeneraU doth or ought of right to belong as fully and amply as 
any other our Gaptaine Generall doth or hath usually done accord- 
ing to the Powers hereby granted or to be granted unto you And 
Wee do hereby give & grant unto you the said Joseph Dudley full 
Power and Authority to constitute and appoint Captaines Masters 
and other Commanders of Ships and to grant unto such Captaines 
Masters and other OofBanders of ships Comissions to Execute the 
Law Martial dureing the time of actuall Warr Invasion or Insur- 
reocon and to use such Proceedii^ Authorities Punishments Cor- 
recconis and Execucons upon any offender or offenders which shall 
be mutinous seditious disorderly or any way unruly either at sea or 
dureing the time of their abode or residence in any of the Ports 
Harbours or Bays of Our said Province & Territoiy as the Cause 
shall be found to require according to Martial Law during the 
time of Warr as aforesaid Provided that nothing herein contained 
shall be construed to the enabling you or any by your Authority to 
hold Plea or have Jurisdiccon of any offence cause matter or thing 
cofi&itted or done upon the High Sea or within any the Havens 
Rivers or Creeks of Our said Province or Territories under your 
Government by any Gaptaine Comander Lieutenant Master or 
other Officer seaman Soldier or Person whatsoever who shall be in 
Actuall Service & Pay in or on Board any of our ships of war or 
other vessells acting by iifiediate Comission or Warrant from Our 
Comissioners for. executeing the Office of Our High Admirall of 
England under the Scale of Our Admiralty or from Our High 
Admirall of England for the time being But that such Gaptaine 
Commander Lieutenant Master Officer Seaman Soldier or other 
Person so offending shall be left to be proceeded against and tiyed 
as the merit of their offences shall require either by Comission 
under Our Great Scale of England as the Statute of the eight & 
twentieth of Henry the Eighth directs or by Comission from our 
said ComissionerB for executeing the Office of Our High Admirall 
of England or from our High Admirall of England for the time 
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being accoiding to the Act of Parliament passed in the thirteenth 
yeare of the Reigne of Oar Dearest Uncle King Charles the Second 
of Blessed Memory Entitoled (An Act for the Establishing 
Articles & Orders for the regulateing and better Govemment of his 
Majesties Navy Ships of warr and Forces by Sea) and not other- 
-wise saveing onely that it may and shall be lawf uU for yon upon 
any such Gaptaine or Commanders ref useing or neglecting to exe- 
cute or upon his negligent or undue Execucon of any of the written 
Orders he shall receive from you for our Service and the service of 
our said Province & Territory to suspend him the said Captaine or 
Commander from the Exercise of his said Office of Commander and 
comitt him in safe Custody either on Board his owne Ship or else- 
where at your Discretion in order to his being brought to answer 
for the same by Comission either under Our Great Scale of Eng- 
land or from our said Comissioners for executeing the Office of High 
Admirall of England or from Our said High Admirall of England 
for the time being as is before expressed In which case Our Will 
& Pleasure is That the Captaine or Commander so by you sus- 
pended shall dureing such his Suspencoii and Committment be suc- 
ceeded in his said Office by such Comission or Warrant Officer of 
Our said ship appointed hy Our Comissioners for executeing the 
Office of Our High Admirall of England or by Our said High Ad- 
mirall of England for the time being as by the known Practice and 
discipline of our Navy does and ought next to succeed him as in 
case of death sicknesse or other ordinary disability happening to 
the Commanders of any of our Ships of Warr and not otherwise 
You standing also accountable to Us for the Truth and Importance 
of the Crimes & misdemeanours for which you shall so proceed to 
the Suspending of such our Captaine or Commander Provided also 
that all disorders and misdeanous ^ comitted on shore by any Cap- 
taine Commander Lieutenant Master or other Officer Seaman Sol- 
dier or person whatsoever belonging to any Our Ships of warr or 
other vessells acting by Imediate Comission or Warrant from our 
Comissioners for Executeing the office of Our High Admirall of 
England under the Scale of Our Admiralty or from Our High 
Admirall of England for the time being may be Tiyed & punished 
according to the Laws of the Place where any such Disorders 
Offences & Misdemeanors shall be so comitted on Shore Notwith- 

i Sic. 
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standing such offender be in onr aotnal Service and in Oar Pay on 
Board any such Our Shipps of Warr or other yessells acting by 
imediate Comission or Warrant from oar Commissioners for Exe- 
cuting the Office of Our High Admirall or from our High Admirall 
as aforesaid so as he shall not receive any Protection for the avoyd- 
ing of Justice for such Offences Comitted on Shore from any pre- 
tence of his being imployed in Our service at sea. And further 
Our Will & Pleasure is That yon shall not at any time hereafter 
by coulour of any Power or authority hereby Granted or menconed 
to be granted take upon you to give grant or Dispose of any Office 
or^lace within our said Province and Territories which now is or 
shall be granted under the Great Scale of England any further than 
that you may upon the vacancy of any such office or Suspenc^ of 
any officer by you put in any person to officiate in the Interval 
antUl the said Place be disposed of by Us Our Heirs or Successors 
under the Great Seale of England or that our Direccons be other- 
wise given therein And we do hereby require and Command all 
Officers and Ministers Civill and Military and all other the Inhab- 
itants of Our said Province and Territory to be obedient aiding and 
assisting unto you the said Joseph Dudley in the Ezecncon of this 
Our Comission and of the Powers and Authorities therein contained 
and upon your Death or Absence out of our said Province and 
Territories to our Lieutenant Governor of our said Province and 
upon such your Death or Absence and the Death or Absence of 
our said Lieutenant Govern' to our Councill of our said Province 
and Territory for the time being to whome Wee do by these Pres- 
ents give and Grant all and singular the Powers & Authorities 
hereby Granted nnto you to be by him or them respectively exer- 
cised and enjoyed untiU the retume of yon our Governor or of our 
Lieutenant Governor or the Arrival or Constitucion of such other 
Govemour as shall be thereupon Comissionated and appointed by 
Us And Our Will and Pleasure is that you the said Joseph 
Dudley shall and may hold execute and enjoy the Office and place 
of Our Captaine General and Govemour in Cheif in and over our 
said Province and Territories of the Massachusets Bay in New 
England with all and singular the Powers and Authorities hereby 
granted nnto you for and dureing our Will and Pleasure. And 
whereas there are diverse Colonies adioyning to our Province of 
the Massachusets Bay for the Defence and Security Whereof it is 
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requisite that due care be taken in the time of Warr Wee have 
therefore thought it further necesearye for Our Service and for the * 
better protection and Security of our subjects Inhabiting those parts 
to Constitute and appoint And Wee do by these Presents Consti- 
tute and Appoint you the said Joseph Dudley to be Our Captaine 
Oenerall and Comander in Cheif of the Militia and of all the Forces 
by Sea and Land within our Colonies of Bhode Island and Provi- 
dence Pkntacon and the Narraganset Country or King's Province 
and of all our Forts and Places Of Strength within the same. And 
for the better Ordering Groveming and Ruleing our said Militia 
and all our Forces Forts and Places of Strength within our said 
Colonies of Rhode Island and Providence Plantacon and the Narrsr 
ganset Countrey or King's Province Wee doe hereby give and 
Grant unto you the said Joseph Dudley and in your absence to our 
Lieutenant Grovemor or Commander in Cheif of Our Province of 
Massachusets Bay, aU and every the like Powers as in these pres- 
ents are before Granted and Recited for the Ruling Governing 
and Ordering Our Militia and all our Forces Forts and Places of 
Strength within Our Province of the Massachusets Bay to be exer- « 
cised by you the said Joseph Dudley and in your absence from our 
Territory and Dominion of New England by our said Lieutenant 
Govemour or Commander in Cheif of our said Province of the 
Massachusets Bay for the time being within our said Colonies of 
Rhode Island and Providence Plantation and the Narraganset 
Countrey or King^s Province for and dureing our Pleasure. In 
Witness &c. Witness our selfe at Westminster the thirteenth day 
of February 

Public Record Office^ Patent BoU, U WUiam Bly No. ». 
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Paul, son of Gov. Joseph, xxxv n 

Dummer, William, Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor of the Province of the Massa- 
chusetts Bay, XXX, xxxi, xxxiv, 
xxxv, 296 ffi, 297, 821; his first 
commission not extant, xvii, xvii n^ 
XX, XXX n, xxxi n ; second oommis** 
sion (1727), 296-296 

Eaton, theophilus, lo, ii, i2> 

13, 14 

Edmund, Bishop of London. See 
Gibson, Edmund 

Edward I, King of England, 196, 
366 

Edward IH, King of England, 196, 
865 

Elizabeth, Queen of England, xxxvi n 

Elizabeth, daughter of James I and 
wife of Frederick Y, Elector Pala- 
tine, xxxvi 

Endicott, John, 8, 10, 11, 12, 18, 14 

England, sovereigns of (1608-1776), 



Great Seal of, general course of 



of 
xxiii, XXV 



High Court of Chance^, func- 
tions of the Six Clerks' Oflice of. 



Patent Bill Office, functions of, 
xxiii, xxiv 
— Privy Seal Office, functions of, 



Privy Signet, bills of, how passed, 



— Public Record Oflice, two copies 
of the commissions usually found 
in, XX ; method of making up the 
Patent Rolls for, xxv; Colonial 
Office Records in, xxvii 
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£holand (continued) 

Boyal ConrtB of Jtutioe, Vioe* 

Admiralty oommiiwioiia iOf xxi, 
xzi ft 

Six Clerks' Offioe. See High 

Court of Chanoery 

English, Act substituting it for Latin 
in proceeding of English courts, 
xzYi ; except in Court of Admiral^ 
proceedings, xxyii; adopted in Ad- 
miralty proceedings, xxvii 

Ernest Augustus, Etector of HaooTer, 



Explanatory Charter (1725). See 
under Massachusetts Bay Proyince 

Eyre, Sir Bobert» 846^ 846, 852, 884, 
885,880 



F 



ANE, THOMAS, sixth Earl of 
Westmorland, 845, 846, 851, 852, 
884. 385, 388, 889 

Farrant, Godfrey Lee, 266, 268, 278,288 

Fishes, royal, 240, 250, 261, 272, 282, 
361, 374 

Fishing, provisions for, in Province 
Charter, 28 

Fitzroy, Charles, second Duke of 
Grafton, 844, 345, 852, 858, 884, 885, 
888, 889 

Fitzwilliam, Richard, Governor and 
Vice- Admiral of the Bahamas, xxvii 

Fitz Winthrop, John. See Winthrop, 
Fitz John 

Flucker, Thomas, Secretary of the 
Province of the Massachusetts Bay, 
XXX, xxxi, xxxiv f», xxxv ; commis- 
sion (1770) as Secretary, 828-829; 
oath (1771), 329-830 

Forbes, George, Baron Forbes of Ire- 
land and third Earl of Granard, 
Governor and Vice-Admiral of the 
Leeward Islands, 234, 234 n 

Foster, John, named a Councillor in 
Province Charter, 18 

Foxcroft, George, 10, 11, 12, 18, 14 

Frederick V, Elector Palatine, xxzvi 

Frederick Louis, Prince of Wales, son 
of Geoige II, xxxvi, xxxvi n 



G 



AGE, THOMAS, Governor and 
Vice- Admiral of the Province of the 
Massachusetts Bay, xxx, xxxi,xxxiv, 
xxxiv n, 184, 808, commission 
(1774) as Governor, 174-183; com- 
mission (1774) as Vice- Admiral, 
279-288 



Gedney, Bartholomew, named a Coun- 
cillor in Province Charter, 18; 
named a member of Council foi 
New England, 38 

George, Pnnce of Denmark, husband 
of Anne, Queen of England, xxxvi, 
xxxvi n 

George I, King of England, xxxvi, 
xxxvi n, 8, 91, 99, 100 n, 101, 111, 
112, 120, 130, 189, 148, 157, 166, 
176, 815, 817, 819, 820, 841, 847 n, 
881 

George II, Kinf^ of England, xxvi, 
xxvii n, XXXVI, xxxvi n, 8, 4, 110, 
119, 128, 137, 146, 156, 159, 169, 
179, 180, 237,247, 257, 295, 297, 
299, 801, 819, 821, 322, 823, 824, 
825, 347 n, 848, 353 n, 386 

George III, King of England, xxxvi, 
xxxvi n, 4, 155, 164, 174, 267, 268, 
269, 279, 808, 805, 807, 824, 826, 
828 

Gibson, Edmund, Bishop of London, 
XX, XXX, xxxi, 847 n; first I^tin 
commission (1727), 841-^7; trans- 
lation, 881-^85; second Latin com- 
mission (1728), 848-358; transla- 
tion, 886-^90 

Gidney. See Gedney 

Goffe, Thomas, 10, 11, 12, 18, 14 

Golf e. ^ee Goff e 

GooDBLi., Abnbr Crbnet, A.M., 
847 ffi; presents to the Society copies 
of the Koyal Commissions and In- 
structions, XV ; of the Royal Com- 
missions in Vice- Admiralty, xv n 

Governor of the Territory and Do- 
minion of New England, commis- 
sions (1686-1688) of, 44-68 

Governors of the Province of the Massa- 
chusetts Bay, commissions (1691- 
1774) of, 69-188 

Grafton, Duke of. See Fitsroy, 
Charles 

Great Britain* 5m England 

HaRWGOD, GEORGE, 10, 11, 12, 

13,14 
Hawthorn, John, named a Councillor 

in Province Charter, 18 
Hayman, Samuel, named a Councillor 

in Province Charter, 18. 
Hedges, Sir Charles, 216 n 
Henrietta Maria, wife of Charles I, 



Henry VIII, King of England, ..^t, 
52, 65, 72, 79, 86, 96, 106, 115, 124, 
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HsKBT ym (eantimied) 
133, 142, 161, 180, 170, 180, 346, 
363, 886» 390, 393 

Hill, Samool. 246, 266 

Wills, fint Earl of HiUsboroiigh 

and first Marquis of Downdiire, 
306 

Hillsboroiiffh,£arlof. 5ee Hill, Wills 

Hinokes, John, named a member of 
Comidl for New England, 38 

Hinckley, Thomas, Governor of Ply- 
month Colony, named a Connoillor 
in Massaehosetts Province Charter, 
18 

Holdemess, Earl of. See B'Aioy, 
Robert 

Holf ord, Bobert, 100 

Holies Newcastle. iSm Pelham-Holles, 
Thomas 

Humphreva, John, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 

Hunter, Robert, Governor and Yioe- 
Adnural of Jamaica, 231, 231 n 

Hutchins, Sir George, 29, 29 n 

Thomas, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 

Hutchinson, Elisha, named a Coun- 
oilloT in Province Charter, 18 

-<— ^ Thomas, Governor, lieutenant- 
Governor, and Yice-Admiral of 
the Province of the Massachusetts 
Bay, zx, zxi n, xxz, zzxii, zzziv, 
xzzv, 176, 268, 306, 306, 330; com- 
mission (1770) as Governor, 164- 
173; commission (1771) as Vice* 
Admiral, 269-278; first commission 
n768) as Lieutenant-Governor, 301- 
302; second commission n.761) as 
Lieutenant-Governor, 303-304 ; oath 
(1761}, 326 

Hyde, Annei first wife of James II, 



Instructions, Royal, xv; to be 

printed by this Sooie^, xvi 
Mes of Shoals, 16 

Jamaica, 216, 216 n, 231 n 

James, Duke of York, 187, 198, 367, 
368. See ai$o James U 

James I, King of Euffland* xzzvi, 
zxxvi ffi, 12; extent ol his grant to 
the Council at Plymouth, 7, 8; gold 
and silver ore to be paid to, 8, 17 

James II, King of England, xzxvi, 
zxxvi n, 2, 37, 44, 67, 199, 201, 203, 
206^ 291, 311, 313, 369, 370, 371. 
See alio JameS} Duke of York 



James Frands Edward Stuart, the Old 

Pretender, son of James U. See 

Stuart, James Francis Edward 
Jekyll, Sur Joseph, 346, 346, 362, 384, 

386,389 
Jersey, East and West See New 

Jersey, East and West 
John, j&ihbishop of Canterbury. See 

Potter, John 
Johnson, Isaac, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 
Jolliffe, John. See Joyliffe, John 
Joung, Sir John. See 1 oung. Sir John 
Joyliffe^ John, named a Councillor in 

Province Charter, 18 
Judges, am)ointment of, 20, 61 
Justices of the peace, appointment oL 

20,61 

KlING, PETER, first Baron King of 

Ockham, 344, 346, 361, 362, 383, 884, 

388, 389 
King's IVovince. See Narragansett 

Country 
Kirk, Richard Edward Gent, 347 n, 

360n,363n 
KiTTRBDOX, Gbobos Ltman, LL.D., 



L 



AND grants, provision for, in Ftov- 
ince Charter, 26; in Sir E. Andres's 
first commission, 63 ; in his second 
commission, 66, 67 

Latin, Act replacing it by English in 
proceedings of English courts, xxvi ; 
except in Court of Admiralty pro- 
ceedmgs, xxvii; disused in Ad- 
miral^ proceedings, xxvii 

Latin documents, in this volume, how 
edited, 187 n 

Launceloty Archbishop of York. See 
Blackburn, Launcelot 

Letters patent, process of passing, 



Leeward Islands, 234 n 

Legge, William, second Earl of Dart- 
mouth, 308 

lientenant-Govemor of the Territory 
and Dominion of New Enfflandy 
commission (1688) of, 291-292 

Lieutenant-Governors of the Province 
of the Massachusetts Bay, com- 
missions (1702-1774) of, 293-308 

Liberty of conscience^ 22, 42, 64 

London, Bishop of. See Gibson, 
Edmund 
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Lothrop, Burnsbit, named a Coon- 

dilor in Prorinoe Chmrfter, 18 
Lowther, Boberti Governor and Vioe- 

Admiral of Barbados, 225, 225 n, 

228 
Lynde, Joseph, named a Conndllor in 

Froyinoe Charfter, 18 



M 



.AINE, Province of, indnded in 
Province of MaBsachnaetts Baj 
(1691), 15, 80, 69, 76, 88, 91, 92, 
101, 110, 119, 128, 187, 146, 155, 
164, 174, 891 ; to be repreeented in 
the Council, 20; land grants in, 26; 
indnded in Conndl for New Eng- 
land (1685), 88; indnded in Tern> 
tory and Dominion of New England 
(1686-1688), 44, 57 

Manchester, Earl of. Sm Montagu, 
Charles 

Maria Clementina, wife of James 
Edward Frands Stuart^ the Old 
Pretender, zzzvi 

Marsdeu, Beginald (Godfrey, 876 n 

Martin, James, Seoretaiy of Bhode 
Island, xixn 

Mary, daop^hter of Charles I and wife 
of William U, Prince of Orange, 



Mary II, Qneen of Endand, zxxvi, 
zxxvi n. See alio William and 
Mary 

Mary, iniliam and. 5m William and 
Biary 

Mason, John, his claim protected in 
Massachusetts Province Charter, 17 

— Robert, named a member of 
Council for Kew England, 88 

Stephen, named a Conndllor in 

Province Charter, 18 

Massachusetts Bay, 9, 11, 12 

Massachusetts Bay Colony, bounds o( 
11-12; made a body politic, 14; 
agents o:^ petition to be re-incor- 
porated, 15; indnded in Province 
of Massachusetts Bay, 15; included 
in Conndl for New England (1685). 
87; included in Territory ana 
Dominion of New England (1686- 
1688), 44, 57 

Charter (1629), zix n, 8 n, 

' 10; settlement under, 14; vacated 
(1684), 14-15 

Massachusetts Bay Ptovince, bounds 
of, 15-16, 80; governing body of, 
18; Crown reserves power to ap- 
point certain officers o^ 21, OO, 



Massaohxtbetts (caiUmued) 
76, 81, 88, 88, 97, 101, 102, 107, 
110, 119, 12& 128, 184, 188, 148, 
146, 147, 152, 155, 161, 164, 165, 171, 
174, 175, 181, ft)l, 895; lawsjpassed 
in, to be submitted to the Crown. 
25 

Charter (1691), xiz fi; text i± 

7-29 

Commisdons of Governors (1691- 

1774) of, 69-188; of Vice-Admirals 
(1691-1774) of, 206, 288, 869-880; 
of Lientenant-Govemors (1702-1774) 
of, 298-808; of Secretaries (1715- 
1770) of, 815-880 

— - Council, members of, named in 
Charter, 18; method of appointing 
members of, 20; part of, in appoint- 
ment of other officers, 20 ; duoM and 

^ powers of, 27, 28, 74, 81, 88, 98, 107, 
108, 112, 117, 125, 180, 185, 144, 153, 
162, 171, 181, 182 ; oaths reouired 
of members of, 94, 108, 104, 112, 118, 
121, 130, 189, 140, 148, 157, 158, 166, 
167, 177 

Explanatory Charter (1726), 

xixn; text of, 80-88 

— General Court, provided for in 
Provu&ce Charter, 19, 80; <}nalifi- 
cations for electors of deputies to, 
19 ; powers of, 22; oaths to be taken 
by members of, 19, 94, 121, 181, 
140, 149, 158, 167, 177; Governor's 
relation to, 19, 81, 82; powers of, 22, 
24, 25, 26, 82 ; Speaker of the House 
to be elected by, 81-82 

Governor, appointed bv Crown« 

18, 20 ; powers of, 19, 20, 25, 26, 27, 
81, 82; method of inducting into 
office, 21, 94, 108, 112, 121, 180, 189, 
148, 157, 166, 176; oaths required o^ 
21, 93, 94, 102, 108, 112, 118, 120, 
121, 129, 180, 189, 146, 157, 166, 176 

— Lieutenant^^vemor, appointed 
by Crown, 18, 21;powen ox, 22, 27, 
82 

— Seeretaiy, appointed by Ciownp 
18,21 

Speaker of the House, to beeleeted 

by the General Court, 81, 82; this 
appointment subject to the Govern- 
or's appro^, 82 

Massachusetts Historical Sodety, xriit 
101 n 

Massachusetts State Library, copies 
of Royal Commissions found in, 
xvii, xvii n, xviii n, xix a, xx n ; a 
probable missing Tolnme of Crown 
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Mabbacruskttb (^e&nSnued^ 
oommiMions, xriii, XTiiin: these 
leoorda probably deetroyed oy fire. 



Masts, trees fit for, resenred to the 

Crown, 20 
Blithew, William, Goremor and Vioe- 

Admiral of the Leeward Tslands, 



Matthkws, Albert, A.B., zzvii 

Matthias, Trevor, 100 

Menrimac Biver, 8, 0, 11, 1^ Id 

Middleoot, Richard, named a Coun- 
cillor in Province Charter, 18 

Militia, power of Governor over, in 
Province Charter, 26; provision for 
retaliation of, 41. See ai$o Defence 

Montagu, Charles, fourth Earl and 
first I>nke of Manchester, 294 



K 



ANTUCKET, 16 

Narragansett Country, included in 
Council for New England (1686), 
88; included in Territory and Do- 
minion of New England (1686- 
1688^, 44, 67 ; Governor of Pn>vince 
of Massachusetts Bay put in com- 
mand of forces of, 76, 82, 80, 00, 
108, 100, 118, 126, 127, 186, 186, 
146, 158, 154, 162, 168, 172, 178, 
182, 188, 806 

Newcastle, Duke of. See Pelhamr 
HoUes, Thomas 

New England, boundaries in grant of, 
to Sir H. Roswell and othen, 8, 0, 
10, 11, 12; these boundaries in- 
creased, 57, 58; commissions (1686- 
1688) of Vice-Admirals of, 201- 
205 

^— Colonies of, commission (1681) 
of Collector, Surveyor, and Searcher 
of Customs in, 888-887 

— Colony of, commission (1685) of 
Yice-Admirai of, 100-200 

— — - Council for, oomnussion (1685) 
of Plresident of, 87-48; members o^ 
88 ; Deputy-President of, how to be 
chosen, 88; duties and powers of 
members of, 88, 80, 40, 42, 48; 
oaths required of members of, 88, 
80, 40 ; a auorum of, 88; first meet- 
ing o^ ordered, 80 ; method of in- 
ducting members into office, 80 

Territory and Dominion of, com- 
missions (1686-1688) of Governor 
of, 44-88; bounds of, 44, 57: 
method of appointing members of 



Nbw EHQUjrD (eommmedS 
Council of, 45, 46; oaths required 
of, 45 ; a quorum of, 45, 50 ; duties 
and powers of, 46, 47, 48, 55, 50, 68; 
laws passed in, subject to approval 
of the Crown, 46, 50, 60; suspension 
of members of, 50; method of in- 
ducting membeirs of, into office, 50 ; 
commission (1688) of Lieutenant- 
Governor of, 201-202 ; commissions 
(1685-1688) of Secretary and Regis- 
ter of, 811^14 

New HainpshireL Province, included 
in Council for New England (1686)9 
88; included in Territory and Do- 
minion of New England (1686- 
1688), 44, 57 ; Governor of Province 
of Massachusetts Bay put in com- 
mand of forces of, 75'; commiariona 
(1608-1780) of Yloe-Admirals o^ 
216-286 

New Jersey, East and WMt> included 
in Tenitory and Dominion of New 
England (1688), 57 

New Plymouth Colony, included in 
Province of Massachusetts Bay 
(1601), 15, 80, 60, 76, 88, 01, 101, 
110, 110, 128, 187. 146, 155, 164, 
174^ 801 ; included in Territorr and 
Dominion of New England (1686- 
1688), 44, 57 ; to be represented in 
iJie Council, 20 ; land grants in, 26 

Newton, Sir Henry, 221 n 

New York, Province of, included in 
Territory and Dominion of New 
England (1688), 57; commission 
(1608) of Vioe-Admiral of, 216- 
210 

Nicholson, Francis, Lientenant-Gover- 
nor of the Territory and Dominion 
of New England, zx, ttjx, zxzii, 
mriii; commission (1688) as Lien- 
tenant-Grovemor, 201-202 

Nottingham, Earl of. See Finch, 
Heneage 

Nova Scotia, included in Province of 
Massachusetts Bay, 15, 16, 80, 60, 
76, 88, 01, 02, 101, 110, 110, 128, 
187, 146, 155, 164, 174, 801 ; to be 
represented in the Council, 20 

Nowell, Increase, 10, 11, 12, 18, 14 



O 



ATHS, to be taken by the officers 
of government, 20, 21, 22, 88, 80, 
40, 42, 08, 04, 102, 108, 104, 112, 
118, 120, 121, 120, 180, 131, 180, 
140, 146, 148, 140, 157, 158^ 166, 
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Oathb (eantlmmlS 
107, 176, in; l»y the inhabitants, 
22,47 

Offenders, leniency toward, 40, 50, 
68, 70, 77, 84, 94^ 104, 118, 122, 181, 
140, 140, 168, 168, 178, 802 

Oliver, Andrew, Lieutensnt-GoYemor 
and Secretary of the Province of the 
Maasaohnaetts Bay, xx, ttt, xxzii, 
zxxv, zzzv It, 154, 168, 268, 807, 
828; commission (1770) as Lieaten- 
ant-Govemor, 805-806; oath (1771), 
806; first commission (1758) as Seo- 
retary, 822-828; warrant (1758), 
828; second commission (1761) as 
Secretory, 824-325; oath (1761), 
826; warrant (1761), 826-827 

— - Thomas, Lieutenant-Governor of 
the Province of the Massachnsetts 
Bay, XX, xxx, xxxii, xxxiy n, xxxv; 
commission (1774) as lientenant^ 
Governor, 807-808 

Onslow, Arthur, Speaker of the House 
of Commons, 851, 852, 880 

Orford, Earl of. See Walpole, Sir 
Robert 

PaLGRAVE, sir FRANCIS, 
quoted, on offices and documents 
connected with the working of the 
Great Seal, xxi-xxvi 

Papists, discrimination against, 22, 
03, 108, 112, 120, 180, 180, 148, 157, 
166, 176 

Pelham-Holles, Thomas, first Duke of 
jNewcastle-upon-Tyne and of New- 
castle-under-Lyme, 206, 208, 800, 
821, 344, 845, 851, 852, 884, 885, 
888,380 

Pepys, Samuel, 205, 871 

Perry, Richard, 10, 11, 12, 18, 14 

Philups, John, named a Coimeillor in 
Province Charter, 18 

Phips, Spencer, Lieutenant-Governor 
of the Province of the Massachusetts 
Bay, xix n, xxx, xxxii, xxxiv, xxxiv 
n, xxxv, xxxv fi, 801; commission 
a782) as Lieutenant-Governor, 200- 

— — - Sir William, Governor and Vice- 
Admiral of the Province of the 
Massachusetts Bay, xx, xxix, xxxii, 
xxxiv, 216 fi, 220 n, 225 n, 281 n, 
234 n, 858 n, 850 n, 860 n, 861 n, 
863 n, 364 n, 865 n, 875 n; commis- 
sion (1601) as Governor, 60-75; 
Latin commission (1601) as Vice- 



Phips (eonUmied) 

Admiral, 206-216; translation, 872- 

880 
Piffott, Sir Richard, 20, 814 
Pike, Robert, named a Councillor in 

Province Charter, 18 
Pincheon, William. See Pynchon, 

WiUiam 
Pinchon, John. See Pynchon, John 
Pirates, commission for the trial of. 



Pitt, William, first Earl of Chatham, 
804,827 

Plymouth, Council at, extent of James 
I's grant (1620) to, 7-8; their grant 
(1628) to Sir U. Roswell and oSiers, 
8,^; this grant confirmed by Charles 
I (1620), 10 

Plymouth Colony. See New Plymouth 
Colony 

Potter, John, Archbishop of Canter- 
bury, 136 

Povey, Thomas, Lieutenant-Governor 
of the Province of the Massachusetts 
Bay, XX, xxix, xxxii, xxxv; com- 
mission (1702) as Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor, 203-204 

Pownall, Thomas, Governor and Yice- 
Admiral of the Province of the 
Massachusetts Bay, xxi n, xxx, 
257, 802, 828; commission 



(1757) as Governor, 187-145; com- 
mission (1757) as Vice-Admiral, 
247-256 

President of thepouncil for New Eng> 
land, commission (1685) of, 87-48 

Pretender, Old. See Stuart, James 
Francis Edward 

PMtender, Toung. See Charles Ed- 
ward Louis Phuip Casimir 

Prince of Wales, pretended. See 
Stuart, James Francis Edward 

Prisoners of war, 63, 71, 85, 05, 104, 
114, 122, 182, 141, 150, 150, 168, 
178, 302 

Ptovidence Plantation. See Rhode 
Island 

Provosts marshal, appointment of, 20 

Pynchon, John, named a member of 
Council for New England, 38 

-- — William, 10, 11, &, 13, 14 
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ANDOLPH, EDWARD, Secre- 
tarv and Register of the Territory 
and Dominion of New England, and 
Collector, Surveyor, and Searcher 
of Customs in the Colonies of New 



INDEX 



407 



TUkXWn^PB {eantmuei) 
England, zrii, zz, 
zzxiii, 89; named a member of 
Cooncil for Kew England, 88; first 
oommisdon (1685) as Secretary and 
B^ter, 811--812 ; petition (1686), 
812 ; second commission (1888) as 
Secretary and Begister, 818-814; 
commission (1681) as Collector, 
Suryeyor, and Searcher of Customs, 
888-837 

Rawlinson, Sir William, 29, 29 n 

Barmond, Sir Robert, first Baron 
Baymond, 845, 846, 851, 852, 884, 
889 

B^^ister, Secretary and, of the Terri- 
tory and Dominion of New Ene- 
land, commissions (1685-1688) of, 
811-814 

Bi^al years (1684-1774), table of, 1-4 

Bhode Islana Colony, included in 
Territory and Dominion of New 
England (1688), 57; Governor of 
Province of Massachusetts Bay put 
in command of forces of, 75, 82, 
89, 99, 108, 109, 118, 126, 127, 185, 
186, 145, 146, 158, 154, 162, 168, 
172, 178, 182, 188, 896; commission 
(1698) of Yice-Admiral of, 216-319 

Bichards, John, named a Councillor 
in Proyinoe Charter, 18 

Bogers, William, 100 

Boswell, Sir Henry, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 
13,14 

Boyal Commissions. See Commis- 
sions, Boyal 

Boyal Instructionfl. See Instructions, 

warrants, how passed, xzii, 



Roy 

Boyal 



BuBsell, James ((/. 1709), named a 
Councillor in rtoyince Charter, 18 

Bymer, Thomas, 857 n, 858 n, 862 n, 
876 n 

SaCKVILLE, LIONEL CBAN- 
FIELD, first Duke of Dorset, 844, 
845, 851, 852, 884, 885, 888, 889 

Sagadahoc Biyer, 16, 20 

St Croix Biyer, 58 

St. Lawrence B^yer, 58 

Saltenstall. See SaJtonstall 

Saltonstall, Nathaniel, named a Coun- 
cillor in Proyince Charter, 18; 
named a member of Councdl for 
New England, 88 

Sir Bichard, 10, 11, 12, 18, 14 



Searcher of Customs, Codsotor, Smr- 
yeyor, and, in the Colonies of New 
England, commission (1681) of, 888^ 
837 

Secretaries of the Proyince of the 
Massachusetts Bay, oommissioiis 
(1711^1770) of, 815-380 

Secretary and Begister of the Territorr 
and Dominion of New England, 
commissions (1685-1688) of, 811- 
814 

Sergeant, Peter, named a Councillor in 
Aoyince Charter, 18 

Sewi^, Samuel (d. 1780), named a 
Councillor in Proyince Charter, 18 

Sheriffs, appointment of, 20, 61 

Shirley^ Wuliam, Goyemor and Vice- 
Admiral of the Proyince of the 
Massachusetts Bay, zrcn, xzi n, 
zxx, xxzii, zzxiy, 138, 357 n; com- 
mission (1741]) as Goyernor, 128- 
186; commission (1741) as Vice- 
Admiral, 287-246 

Shute, Samuel, Goyemor of the Proy- 
ince of the Massachusetts Bay and 
Vice-Admiral of the Colonies of 
New Hampshire and the Massa- 
chusetts Bay, zx, zxx, xxxii, xzxiy, 
111; commission (1716) as Goy- 
emor, 101-109 ; commission (1716) 
as Vice-Admiral, 228-280 

Somers, John, first Baron Somers, 29 n 

Sophia, wife of Ernest Augustus, 
Elector of Hanoyer, xzxyi, xxzyi n, 
102, 103, 112, 113, 120, 121, 13% 
181, 189, 140, 148, 149, 157, 158, 166, 
167, 176, 177 

Sophia Dorothea, wife of George I, 
xxxyi A 

Southcott, iVomas, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 18, 

t'. 14 

Soyereiffns of England (1608-1776), 
xxzyi 

Spencer, Bobert, second Edrl of Sun- 
derland, 292 

Stanley, Hans, Goyemor and Vioe- 
Admiral of the Isle of Wight, 357 n 

Staughton. See Stoughton 

Stoughton, William, Deputy-President 
of the Council for New England, 
and Lieutenant-Goyemor of the 

Proyince of th^ Massachusetts Bay, 

• •• • • • 

n. 



n ; his commission not extant, 
zyi, xyiffi, xz, zziz n, zzzii n, zxxiii, 
xxxiii n ; named a member of Coun- 
cil for New England, 38, 55 
Stuart, James Francis Edward, the Old 
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Stuart (etmtimied) . 
Pretenaer, son of James II> zxxri, 
zxxvin, 102, 108, 112, 113, 120, 121, 
lao, 181, 189, 140, 148» 140, 157, 168^ 
166, 167, 176, 177 

Sanderlaad, Earl of. See Spencer, 
Robert 

Surveyor, and Searcher of Customs, 
Collector, in the Colonies of New 
England, commiSBion (1681) of, 
888-837 



T 



ABLE of regnal yean(1684-1774)» 

Tailer, William, Lientenant-Goyemor 
of the Proyince of the Massachu- 
setts Bay, zzix, xzx, zxxii, zxxiv, 
xxxy, xxxy n, 208fi, 209; his first 
two commissions not extant, xyii, 
xvii n, XX, xxix n, zxxii n ; com- 
mission (1730) as Lientenant-Groy- 
emor, 297-298 

Territoiy and Dominion of Kew Eng- 
land. See New England, Territory 
and Dominion of 

Ting. See Tyng 

Torrington, Visconnt. See Byng, 
George 

Townshend, Charles, second Ylsconnt 
Townshend, 846, 846, 851, 852, 884^ 
885, 889 

Tracy, James Joseph, xyi 

Trade, restrictions concerning, 888, 
834 

Treyor, Sir John, 29, 29 n 

Thomas, first Baron Treyor of 

Bromham, 844, 846^ 850, 851, 884, 
888, 889 

Trigg, Jonathan. See Tyng, Jonathan 

Tyng, Edward, named a member of 
Council for New England, 88 

Jonathan, named a member of 

Conndl for New England, 88 

Usher, JOHN, named a member 
of Conndl for New England, 38 



V 



ASSALL, SAMUEL, 10, 11, 12, 
13,14 

William, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 

Ven, John, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14 

Yice-Admhral of Barbados, commission 
(1667') o^ 188-198 

Vice-Admiral of New England, com- 
missions (1686-1688) of, 201-205 



Vioe-Admural of the Colour of New 

England, oommission (1685) of. 

199-^00 
Vice-Admiral of the Colony of New 

York, commission (1698) c^ 216- 

219 
Yioe-Admiral of the Colony of Bfaode 

Island, commission (1698) oL 216- 

219 
Vice- Admirals, English substitnted for 

Latin in commissions of, zzzri, 

zzzyii ; account to be rendered by, 

245, 255^ 265, 277. 287, 867, 879, 880 
Vice- Admirals of toe ()olony of New 

Hampshire, commissions (1698- 

1780) of, 216-236 
Yioe-Admirals of the Proyince of the 

Massachusetts Bay, commissions 

(1691-1774) of, 206-288 



W. 



AEE, WILLIAM, Archbishop of 

Canterbury, 88, 844, 845, 861, 852, 

888, 884, 888, 889 
Wales, Prince of^ pretended. See 

Stuart, James Francis Edward 
Walley, John, named a Coundlkxr in 

Proyince Charter, 18 
Walpole, Sir Robert, first Earl of 

Orford, 845^ 846, 851, 852, 884, 885, 

889 
Ward, Thomas, Secretary of Bhode 

Island, xix n 
Westmorland, Earl of. See Fane, 

Thomas 
Wharton, Richard, named a member 

of Council for New Ensland, 88 
Wbetcomb^ Simond, 8, 10, 11, 12, 18, 

14 
Willard, Josiah, Secretary of the 

Proyince of the Massachusetts Bay, 

zyiii n, xix n, xzx, xxxii, zxxy, 

xxxy f», 186, 246, 800, 822, 823; 

first commission (1717) as Secretary, 

817-818 ; second commission (172§) 

as Secretary, 819-820; warrant, 

321 
William, Archbishop of Canterbury. 

See Wake, William 
William II, Prince of Grange, father 

of William III, King of England, 



William III, King of England, 
xxxyi n, 2, 76, 90, 91, 92, 101, 102, 
110, 119, 128, 137, 138, 146, 147, 155, 
164, 165, 174, 175, 216, 268, 891. 
See aleo William and Mary 

William IV, King of England, 



INDEX 



409 



William and Mary, King and Qneen 
of England, 2, 7, 80, 69, 88, 206, 872. 
See aUo Mair II; William lU 

Willoaghby, William, sixth Baron 
WiUooghbT of Parham, Goyemor 
and Vice- Admiral of Barbados, etc., 
ZTii, XX, xxix, xxxii, 200, 202, 206, 
877 fi; Latin oommiaalon (1667^ aa 
Vioe-Admiraly 187-108; tranalation, 
867-868 

Wills, jnroTision few probating and ad- 
ministering in ProTinoe Charter, 28 

Wilmington, Earl of. See Compton, 
Sir Spencer 

WinthroB, Adam (d. 1700), named a 
Connoulor in Province Charter, 18 

— — Fits John, 89 ; named a member 
of Council for New Encland, 88 
Wait, named a Cn>aneii]or in 



WiNTHROP (confiniMff) 
Province Charter, 18; named a 
member of Council for New Eng- 
land, 88 

Woodward, Samuel, Secretary of the 
Ph>vince of the Massachusetts Bay, 
xxz, xxxii, xzxv, 817, 818; oom- 
misrion (1716) as Secretary, 816- 
816 

Wright, Nathaniel, 10, 11, 12, 18, 14 



Y< 



OBK, Archbishop of. See Black- 
burn, Launoelot 
York, Duke of. See James, Duke of 
York; James 11 

Yorke . 146, 164, 163, 178, 188 

Young, Sir John, 8» 9, 10, 11, 12, 18, 
14 
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